
ISABEL LEICESTIEIL

exclaiminge Il 1 knew that yon were kind and good, or I would
not have come, and I felt sure that you would pity me." All

ànger was now gone from the eager, earnest faoe, raised,
imploringly, and Isabelir sympathy was aroused by the weary,
ud expression of her countenance.

Pt Who are you; what makes you unhappy; and why do you
sSk my sympathy ? "' asked Isabel.

l"I am Lady Ashton'a grand-daughter, Uuisza Aubray," she
replied. 1 1 You don* t know what a life I lead, boxed up with old
Grumps, and strictly forbidden all other parts of the hou3e. I

have been here two years, and during aU that time 1 have not had
t any plewure or liberty, except once or twice when I took French

leave, when I was sure of not being found out. Ah, you dont
-Y know how miserable I am! no one cares for poor Louin; " and

burying her face in her hands, she cried bitterly. Il I sometimes
wateh the company going to dinner, and that was how I came to,
sS yo«q-; and I liked you the best of them all, a'd I wifhed 80

P_ much to speak, to, you. So 1 managed to find out which waa your
er room; but it waz only to-day tbat 1 could get here, unknown to
ýd Mim' Crosse. Won*t you please tell me which of thSe young

ladies Uncle Charles is going to marry. I want so much to, know
to because Unele Charles is nice, and I like him. He is the ouly
el one here that ever was the leut bit kind to me.. As foi grand-

papa and grandmamma, I know they hate me; a'd Bli says,
that the reason grahdpapa can!t bear the Bight of me, is because I

iu am like papa. Oh, I know that dear mamma would not ha;ve been
so glad whén they promised to take care of me, if she had known
how unkind they would be."

Dr
B'à how can l hdp you, dear ? " inquired Isabel.

as Why, I -thought if I told you, you wouldIte sorry £or me,
)d and persuade - imamma to send -me to school; for then, at
S. least, 1 should _e someone to speak to. I don't mind study,-
ry only oM Min Crosse is so, unkind. I think perhaps she might, if
er yon were to coax her very much-do pl«w," nid Ijouisa, warmly.

Isabel mnea at t idea that she should be thought to hzve16 
àînftebS wit LadxnY y -Ashton. Itou err greatly, d chfld,

in tàiinkine tiAt- I have any p* ower to hel u. I can only advise
ler 

i:LYO
YIOU to try and bear your premnt ýri. and wait patiently for

"esly éhe said.

23


