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Castlemere, as we must now designate our hero, found it ;
for on being assured that he was, beyond the possibility of

a doubt, heir to the estate, had paid a flying visit to Not- .

tinghamshire, and while there had given orders to the
housekeeper and steward to have a handsome suit of apart-
ments prepared for the reception of the Countess and him-
self ; he likewise gave directions to his agent to raise a
troop of volunteer cavalry, the cost of which was to be de-
frayed out of the revenues of the estate, the men to be
selected from among the tenantry and well-to-do farmers
residing on the Abbey lands.

On their rgtﬁm from the continent, the Earl and his
bride took formal possession of Carlton Abbey, received
the visits of the neighboring families, i}speezeé/fﬁe newly
improvised cavalry, mustered and feastgd the tenantry, and
made known to all concerned that they intended to reside,
for at least four months in each year, at the Abbey, then
took their departure, leaving a very faveorable impression
behind them.

On the return to London of Edith and Arthur from
their wedding tour, they were presented at Court. The
Queen seemed to take considerable interest in the hand-
some Earl and his beautiful Countess, for His Excellency
the Commander-in-chief had mentioned to Her Majesty
gome of Arthur’s gallant exploits while in India, and the
romantic train of events that had happened to both Earl
and Countess prior to their marriage. As a mark of royal
favor they were invited to Windsor Castle. This, in it-
self, was sufficient to give them eclat in the highest circles.
They gave a series of brilliant entertainments in Saint
James’ Square, which hundreds of the highest in the land
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