
PREFACE.
That the pride and vanity of the petty aristocracy which 
flourishes in every place of any size throughout the land, has 
been carried beyond the bounds of propriety, and a large pro­
portion of their actions beyond those of decency; and that 
the unblushing impudence and bare-faced robbery by the swarm 
of lawyers and officials who over run the land, and of whom 
the aristocracy is chiefly composed, is a source of poverty, 
wretchedness, strife and hatred, is apparent to al) ; and these 
with other reasons, I think, fully justify the appearance of this 
poem before the public.

Had it been directed against the aristocracy in general in­
stead of that of one particular place, I might have some rea- 

• son for expecting its success ; but. as it is, my hope must be 
slim, as few are so interested in characters of whom they 
know nothing as to take the trouble of reading anything 
concerning them. Yet, characters similar to those delineated, 
are to be found all over, and there are, doubtless, other places 
to which it will be equally as applicable. However, a portion 
of it is general,

I have neither taken from, nor added to, the virtues and 
vices of any of the characters, but have given them as they 
are known and read of men. True, some are so well cloaked 
with affected politeness, that their true characters are only 
known to those who come in daily contact with them behind 
the scenes ; but these are the few, the characters of the many 
being too visible and too often keenly felt.

I am well aware of its many defects; but, if it is read in the 
spirit in which it was written, there will be neither notice 
taken of its roughness, nor pause made to criticize its defects.

THE AUTHOR.
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