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SEVEN LIVES ARE LOST

The Survivors of the ‘ Janet Cow-
an’”’ Tell Their Terrible Tale
of Suffering.

Wrecked Through an Error of Judg-
ment—A Coast Tragedy
Without Parallel.

One Third of.the Ship’s Company
Perish of the Cold and
Exposure.

All doubt as to the identity of the big

four-masted ship which met her doom
on the, fateful rocks of the West Coast
came to an end on Sunday last, when the
tug Tyee landed the fourteen surviving
members of the Janet Cowan’s crew at
Port Townsend, and the story of the suf-
ferings was unfolded in all its agonizing
details. Ten days of torture by cold and
privation on the rocky bluff—during
which time seven of the crew, including
Capt. Thompson and his second mate,
met  their deaths—terrible accidents to.
the other mate and one of the seamen;
hours and days of anxious watching for
help that did not come—these are the
outlines of the harrowing tale, a tragedy
of the sea without parallel in many par-
ticulars even in the history of the *‘ bone-
yard of the Pacific.”” It wason the last
day of the old year that the dreadful
disaster occurred, and during the ten
full days that followed no help came to
the wretched crew, campingin the snow,
freezing and dying within 70 miles of
Victoria, from which city they counted
upon obtaining aid without a day’s
delay. The wire from Carmanah being
down of course prevented news of their
predicament reaching here as early as it
should, but it was on Wednesday last
that the Princess Louise passed the sur-
vivors of the wreck, and they surely
thought that aid would be despatched to
them just as soon as Captain Irving re-
ported by wire to this city. Three more
days past and then it was the Port
Townsend tug Tyee instead of one of the
British fleet, that brought the welcome
relief.
_ ‘“‘The officers of the Tyee,”” says the
Post-Intelligencer, ‘ tell = most harrow-
ing story of the wreck and of the crew
and its surroundings as found by them.
Capt. Thompson died of exposure sev-
eral days after the ship struck the reef,
and the cook and an able seaman and
the man that ran the donkey engine
died the following day, the latter be-
coming violently insane. The other
three that lost their lives were the
second mate and two apprentice boys.
Nine members of the crew were left on
the shore in a cabin about a mile north
of t,fhe place where the ship went on the
reef.

THE CASTAWAYS DISCOVERED.

‘‘ The Tyee first sighted ' the wrecked
ship on Saturday afternoon on releasing
a tow. She was plainly outlined on the
shores of Vancouver island, and could
not be mistaken. - Capt. Cove made for
the ship with all possible haste, and was
soon in proximity.”  No sign of “the
crew could be seen on the wreck nor on
shore. The sea was running high at the
time the tug hove to, but two boats
were lowered, in charge of Mate Hall
and Chief Engineer Hawkins, and a
start- made for the ship, which was
standing - up - majestically, her three
lower topsails set and her head straight
to the westward. The stern was high
in the air, and the rudder broken square-
ly in two. Hall and Hawkins steered
their boats toward the bow of the ship,
under which there was a clear passage
to the port side. Once on that side a
portion of the crew could be seen on
top of a high bluff,. on which a
tent had been pitched. A ro
ladder had been taken off the ship and
fastened to the top of this bluff, making
.a stairway by which the men could
climb from the shore to their abode. A
landing was effected with little diffi-
culty, the big iron ship breaking the
force of the waves, and the rescuers
scaled the bluff. A sight met their gaze
that will not be forgotten for years to
come., Seated about a fire on pieces of
wood and on the ground were thirteen
men, all wearing an expression of utter
hopelessness and misery. At the sight
of the Tvee’s men the scene was trans-
formed into one of hope and hilarious
joy. The castaways jumped to their
feet and embraced their rescuers.

‘“ The seven dead men were: Second
Mate John Howell, Apprentices Walter
Logan and William 'T. Steele, who
jumped overboard and were drowned as
the vessel struck the beach; Captain
Thompson. Cook George Kinnear, Engi-
neer Selkirk and Seaman Peveral, who
died from exposure in the snow.

‘“ First Mate Charles Legall, who was
lashed to a boatswain’s chair, suffering
from a fractured leg received by falling
down a scuttle hole a couple of days
after the ship went ashore, told Mate
Hall of the Tyee the story of the disas-
ter. He said the Cowan came from
Cape Town, Africa, for Royal Roads,
British Columbia, and was 108 days out
when she reached Cape Flatterv on De-
cember 29. There was a terrible storm
off the Cape and the vessel stood off two
days before trying to come in. Then
she was driven quickly to the northward
by a strong southwest wind, and sought
shelter in the treacherous waters of
Barclay eound to .avoid being driven
ashore on some more exposed point.
The ound afforded but  little shelter
and she was driven on the rocks at high
tide. This was 2 o’clock on the morn-
ing of December 3! ana a snow storm
was coming on.

A SAILOR SWIMS TO' THE SHORE.

‘“The ship seemed to be breaking in
two and it was decided to leave her at
once. How to get on shore, eighty
yards distant, was a problem meaning
life to those on board, but there was a
hero equal to'the occasion, as there is
in nearly all such calamities, and he
stepped to the front. This was a young
sailor named Jimmie Cox, whose father:
is chief engineer on one of the ocean
liners running between New York and
London, and who was working his way
on the ship as a passenger from Cape
Town. Cox 18 an athletic young fellow
and a great favorite aboard ship. When
he volunteered to swim ashore with a
line he was greeted with a round of
cheers. Quickly stripping of his clothes
he placed the cast line about his neck and

| dived off the side of the vessel into the '

jicy waters of the ocean. Beside the
water being cold in the extreme, the
night was bitterly sharp, and not a soul
on the distressed ship believed the young
fellow could survive the trip. However,
he lost no time in getting under head-
way. The sea was running high and a
number of times he came near being
{ dashed upcn the reef, but with super-
human efforts he struggled on, the shore
dimly outlined through snow and dark-
ness ahead of him. He nearly reached
the shore when the line became fast un-
der a rock behind him, and. in order to

it from his neck. He reached shore
safely in a few seconds, and then there
was nothing to do but to follow him with

a lifeboat. .

‘“This was successfully done by a
small crew, who soon had a line made
fast to the shore. A boatswain’s chair
was then constructed and the balance of
the crew taken safely ashore. Capt.
Thompson nearly lost his life while be-
ing assisted ashore. He was holding on
to the ropes above the chair, when his
hand became so benumbed from the
cold that he was forced to let go, falling
headlong toward the water. His feet
caught in the chair ropes and he was
dragged the rest of the distance in that
position.

THE CAMP FIRE DRIVES DEATH AWAY.

‘“ When Cox reached land he dragged
himself to an old fallen log which was
hollowed out and climbed inside. He
managed to build a fire of some dry tim-
ber he found inside,and when the balance
of the crew got ashore the men crowded
about the fire and thawed out their
nearly frozen bodies. Nine of the men,
however, immediately began to examine
the surrounding country and ran across
the telegraph wire running from Car-
manah point to Cape Beale and started
to follow it, thinking it would lead to a
habitation. They continued down the
shore for about a mile, when they came
upon a cabin, in which they took shel-
ter. The balance of the crew passed
the night as best they could, some of
them getting their feet frostbitten. The
fire started by young Cox is all that
kept them alive. Early the next
morning several of the men were seut
aboard the ship, which still remained
in an upright position, and brought back
canvass, provisions, ship’s valuables,
and in fact everything movable. While
rumaging about the vessel for stores
First Mate Legall fell down a scuttle
hole and broke his leg. He was taken
ashere, lashed to the boatswain’s chair,
and carried to the camp in the woods.

‘“Late in the afternoon of this day,
after the camp had been made. and
Legall cared for, another trip was made
to the ship for provisions. hile com-
ing away on the last trip in a small boat
Second Officer Howell and two appren-
tices, named Steele and Howell, were
drowned. During that night and part
of the next day their bodies could be
seen washing toward the shore, and
being beaten against the rocks. They
were all three natives of Scotland.

CAPTAIN THOMPSON SUCCUMBS.,

¢ At 10 next morning, under direction
of Capt. Thompson, the crew divided
into squads and began a tramp along
the beach and coast in different direc-
tions 1n search of assistance or opportun-
ity to hail some passing vessel, but all
to no avail. The next two days were
spent likewise, and resulted only in
leaving Capt. Thompson and a colored
sailor named Hunt in a bad condition
from exposure and cold. . The cook and
two others were also suffering greatly
from the cold, and for the next two days
the camp was transformed into a
hospital. The sick men grew worse
rapidly, and the captain died on the fifth
day on land. His death was keenly felt
by the unhappy shipwrecks, but it was
only a forerunner, as on the next day the
cook and two seamen passed away.

‘“ With the captain and the second
mate dead and the first mate badly in-
jured the unfortunates were in a sorry
plight, and they had about given up
when the Tyee’s men put in an appear-
ance. It seemed as if misfortune would
never leave them, as the day after the
captain died, the already injured mate

P€ | and sailor Hunt came near being burned

to death in the tent on top of the bluff.
This happened while the remainder of
the crew were searching along the shore
for help. In some manner the tent
caught fire, but burned slowly on account
of being wet. Legall was lashed in the
chair and Hunt was stretched outon a
blanket on the ground. Legall managed,
however, to get hold of a loaded gun that
was stancding near him and fired two
shots in the air in rapid succession.
This attracted the attention of the other
men, and they hurriedly climbed up the
ladder and put the fire out, but not be-
fore it had nearly reached the injured
men. This did settleit. The men knew
the fates were against them and calmly
sat awaiting their doom.
SURVIVORS STILL AT THE CAMP.

“The men who had found the cabin
a mile up the beach decided to remain
there, but every morning they came
"down for provisions. They wanted the
other men to go back with them, but
Legall and Hunt were too ill to be re-
"moved, so this proposition had to be re-
fused. It was then that the camp was
pitched on the high bluff and the rope
“ladder built. The men in the cabin
‘must be comfortable, for they showed
no disposition to communicate with the
| Tyee, although her crew saw the men on
the beach and signaled them. Captain
Gove, of the tug, thought possibly the
men did not see or understand him and
steamed mnearer them, and launch-
ed a small boat, but the sea was run-
ning so high that it was thought to be
hazardous to try and make the shore.
No concern is felt for the men, as they
have provisions enough to last for: two
months. Those taken aboard the Tyee
and landed at Port Townsend were:
Mate Legall, Hunt, Moran, Smyth,
Olsen, Kerr, Cox, Chamberlain, Cum-
berliss, Cousin, Heath, Rosario, Car-
penter and Wilson. There are now eight
remaining behind, as follows: T. Dugan,
J. Hanley, J. Marshall, F. Chamberlain
and C. Campbell, able seamen; R.
Herrie and . Walker, ordinary sea-
men, and J, Taylor, steward. The tug
Pioneer has been sent to their rescue,
and will take them to Port Townsend on
Tuesday morning. The survivors
already landed by the Tyee are being
well cared for by British Consul Klocker
and the managers of the Seamen’s Bethel,
The ship will be a total loss. She is a
four-master, built of steel, and is regis-
tered at 2,496 tons. She was built four
years ago at Glasgow, Scotland, and was
owned ﬁ the well-known firm of Shank-
lands. f‘:ller cost was £26,000, and she
was insured for £30,000.

LITTLE LIFE LEFT IN THE CREW.
Mate Hall, of the Tyee, who made

|

the trip from the tug to the wrecked
ship, told the foilowing account of his
experience to a Post-Intelligencer re-
porter: ‘‘\We lLiad just finished towing
the four-masted ship Griffith to sea
when we sighted a vessel on the Vancou-
ver rocks. Thecaptain made for it at
once, and soon discovered it to be the
Janet Cowan. Caapt. Gove thought it
best to make the attempt to land in the
tug’s emall boats, so I took several men,
and Chief Hawkins took several, and
we started. By good, hard pulling we
soon got alongside the ship and then
passed under her bow. Once on the

save his own life he was forced tc loosen | port side the water was comparatively

quiet and we had but little trouble in
making a landing. There was a rope
stretched from the ship’s side to the
shore, so we knew that the crew was
gafe. After making a landing we climbed
up a rope ladder that led to the top of a
bluff which we could not see from the
other side of the ship, and came upon the
crew in a tent at the top. They were
mighty glad to see us, I tell you. They
wanted us to take them on board
the tug right away. We assured them
that they would be looked out for, aad
then started to look around for our-
selves. They told us the terrible story
of how they had suffered and what they
had gone through with, and it broke me
all up. When they had finished with
the story we started into the woods to
look for the bodies of the captain and
the other men that had died from the
cold and privations, intending to bury
them, but we could not find them.
Why, those poor chaps didn’t have life
enough to tell us where the place was.

THE CAPTAIN’S FATAL MISTAKE.

‘“ We then came back and went aboard
the ship by means of the line, and in-
stead of finding everything in ship-shape
we discovered tha¥ everything movable
had been taken “dshore. The big ship,
for she was a daisy, was being slowl};
battered to pieces, There was a lot of
water in the hold, the bulwarks were
gone, her fine cabin was smashed and
everything turned upside down. Not-
withstanding this her masts were stand-
ing and the three lower topsails set,
showing that she wenton the rocks with-
out & moment’snotice hardly. From the
position she was in and from the fact that
her topsails were set I would say that
she did not have on enough sail, and
was handled poorly before going on the
rocks. I haven’t a doubt but that Capt.
Thompson, who was a man nearly 60
vears old followed that old English cus-
tom of getting out to sea when once in-
side the cape, instead of putting on all
his sail and keeping right on up the
Straits. This I glean from the first
mate, who told me that the captain had
called him down when the gale struck
them inside the cape and asked his opin-
ion on what to do. The mate advised
his sugerior to keep on upthe Straits,
but the ‘old man’ thought it best to
put to sea. Seven miles off the cape
they struck a southwest wind, and
almoet immediately afterward the man
in the look-out called out “land ahead.”
An attempt was then made to get her
around, gut without success, as she
 goon afterward struck the reef.

‘“ We did not get the men at the cabin
further up the beach, as they did not
appear anxious to make the astempt to
reach us, and as the sea was running
pretty high. Tney will be all right,
though, I think, as Capt. Libby sent
the Pioneer and Holyoke to the scene of
the wreck to-day, and we will probably
go there from the Cape to-morrew. An
aftempt will be made to find the- bodies
of the dead men and give them a Christ-
ian burial.”

THE BOS_@L STATE,

Legal Complications Arise in €ennec-
tion With the Charge of TPhis
Valuable Property.

How the Matter Stands in the Courts
—Many Thousand Dollars
Involved.

In the matter of the trust of the will of
Giacomo Bossi deceased and re Carlo Bossi
deceased, a petition was yesterday present-
ed to the Chief Justice by Mrs. Riosa Bossi
and her two daughters (the widow and chil-
dren of the late Giacomo Bossi) and F. W,
‘Wald, her son-in-law.

Giacomo Bossi died in 1893 leaving a will
whereby he appointed his widow and the
late Carlo Rossi and Achille Bossi being
also appointed trustees. Achille Bossi
declined to act,he residing in Italy. The
will contained a clause that the real estate
could only be sold in the life tume of Mrs.
Bossi with her consent. Mrs. Bossi under
the power in the will, appointed F. W.
Walg as a new trustee to act with Carlo
Bossi. The property aftee the appointment
still remained 1n the name of Carlo Bossi
alone as trustee. Carlo died in December,
leaving a will and appointing his nephews
A.B.and A. C Bossi his executors. The
real estate of Carlo Bossi was devised to
Mrs. Carlo Bossi but the trust estate of
Giacomo Bossi did not pass
under his will and therefore by
operation of law has descended to Carlo
Bossi’s heirs subject to the trusts of the
will of Giacomo Bossi. Some of these heirs
are in British Columbia, some in Italy, in
Russia, the United States, and many other
places. \ .

The petition was served on the heirs of
C. Bossi within the jurisdiction of the
court, and on Mrs. Bossi. It was alleged
by the petitioners that it was impossible to
tind out all the heirs and their where-
abouts, and,if they could be found,it would
be attended with great expense and incon-
venience to obtain conveyances for them.

Mr, S. Perry Mills appeared for the pe-
titjoners and applied for an order vesting
the real property of Giacomo Bossi in the
new trustee, F. W. Wald, or such-other
order as the court might make. Mr. Thorn-
ton Fell appeared for the-other heirs in the

rovinee, and Mr. H. B. W. Aikman for
Mrs. C. Bossi. The Chief Justice reserved
his decision.

The property involved is worth between
one and two hundred thousand dollars.

The U. S. Gov't Reports
show Royal Baking Powder
superior to all others.

O~ Sunday afternoon last the death
occurred at Spring Bank, Cadboro Bay,
of Annie Sinclair, the youngest daughter
of Mr. John Sinclair, and a youag lady
claiming as her friend every resident of
the district in which her life has been
spent. Miss Sinclair was but 21 years
of age, and her death was most sudden,

resulting, after two days’ illness, from
the rupture of a blood-vessel.

{ ing of ratepayers if they, wishe

MONICIPAL - BLECTIONS.

Nomination of Candidates to the May
oralty and Aldermanic Board
—A Long List

¥e¢hool Trustees Proposed—Speeches
by Candidates at the City
Hall Meeting.

The civic nominations were held yester,
day, the list of candidates being larger than
for a long time past. There were four aspir-
ants to the Mayor’s chair. while the alder-
manic candidates are for North ward, 11;
Central, 6; South ward 7. For the school
board there are 9 candidates, making a
total of 37 aspirants.

At 2 o’clock Mr. W. K. Bull, the return-
ing officer, declared the nominations closed,
and to the large number of ratepayers
gathered in the city police court read the
list of nominations as follows:

FOR MAYOR.

Robert Beaven, proposed by John B.
Lovell, seconded by Joseph Dwyer.

Alexander James McLellan, proposed by
Geo. W. Haynes, seconded by “Wm. Mable.

John Robertson, proposed by H. Dallas
Helmcken, seconded by Moses McGregor.

John Teague, proposed by Thomas 8.
Futcher, seconded by Robert Lettice.

ALDERMEN.

NORTH WARD.

Edward Bragg, proposed by S. T. Styles,
seconded by (rgF Stelly.

William James - Dwyer, proposed by H.
Dallas Helmcken, seconded by J. Stuart
Yates.

George Glover, proposed by James Ba-
ker, seconded by Thomas Catterakhl.

Gideon Carey Gerow, proposed by Moses
McGregor, seconded by W. A. Robertson.

Maurice Humber, proposed by A. G. Mc-
Candlish, seconded by L. Goodacre.

William Allan, proposed by W. A. Rob-
ertson, seconded by JP G. Mann.

Henry E. Levy, proposed by Wm. Whit-
taker, seconded by Wm. D. Carroll.

William Marchant, R‘roposed by J. L.
Beckwith, seconded by Thos. Haughton.

John Macmillan, proposed by W. Tem-
pleman, seconded by A. B. Gregg.

Duncan McNaughton, proposed by J. St.
Clair Blackett, seconded gy Beaumont
Boggs.

Charles Tooley Penwill, proposed by
James Muirhead, seconded by H. F. Heis-
terman.

CENTRE WAERD.

Wm. Dalby, proposed by Thos. Shotbelt,
seeonded by Lawrence Goodacre.

Wm. Humphrey, propesed by C. F.
Todd, seconded by A. G.. Me¢Candless.

Hugh McDonald, Eroposed by N. Sabin,
seeonded by A. E. Mills..

John Partridge, proposed by Lawrenee
(ﬁacre, sef)%nﬁed by T..J- J(én%s. G

eph E. Phillips, rOﬁoee r George

Stel} ,pseconded b)rr)WII;l able. Y &

Robert Taylor Williams;. 1&roposed t}?
Gustav Leiser, seconded by Mrs. Janet E.
Hibben.

SOUTH WARD.

Highest of all in Leavening Power.—-Latest U. S. Gov't Report

ABSOLUTELY PURE

Baking

wished to pass the paving by -law last year,
because they considered that the various
iewter and water pipes should all be laid
T8t.
Mr. A. J. McLellan said the true princi-
{ ple of civic economy was to see that the re-
venue was carefulfy aid out. Much re-
quired to be paid out f}c))r necessary though
unproductive departments and consequent-
]B there was little lett for public works.
urnm%_to education he said he beiieved in
every child getting a first-class English edu-
cation, but when it came to the higher
branches in the High school he believed in
parents Yaying for it. (Hear, hear.) He
congratulated the council on having fin-
ished up the year without going a dollar
over their revenue. As to pledges he said
he promised one thing and he would stand
or fall by it. He would make it a
principle  not to vote for giving
another liquor license in the city durirg
the year, unless it might be that a new
raxl.wagr might come into town and it was
desired to put up a first-class hotel for tour-
ists. He would grant a license to such a
place, but not to a single new saloon. He
wished for the sugport of the ratepawyers
because he believed he could fill the posi-
tion of Mayor with dignity to himself and
to the city. He was for economy and. at
the same time for progress. In answer to
a question whether he would serve without
salary, he replied that he could live without
the safary, but he did not consider it fair to:
have to put his hand in his pocket to pay
for entertaining strangers and otherwise
meeting the expenses attached to the

without salary.

Mr. John Robertson considered that he
was well qualitied to sit as mayor. His
own business bhad %iven him experience
that would be useful in the conncil. Speak-

thing would be done like last year to help
people who were not able to get their con-
nectioms made. Inregard to education he
said it might be that people who were able
to pay should pay for their children in the
High school, but a child of poor parents
should get his education free. 1n regard to
paving he was opposed to wooden blocks,
which he did not think would be satisfactory
Something should be done towards secur-
ing better streets and. sidewalks.

Mrs. Maria. Grant as a candidate for
school trustee was next called upon. Nine
months ago she had, she said, come before
them as the first woman candidate for
school trustee. During these nine months
she had felt like an apprentice learning the
trade and had greatly enjoyed the work, in
which she was much interested. She had
been most courteeusly treated by the

entlemen at the board, but she had felt

ow much better it would be if she had a
lady associate at the board. Just fancy
how a man would feeliif all the other mem-
bers of the board were ladies. (Lau%hter.)
Though kindergartens were desirable, the
city was not yet in a positien to support

Ralph Borthwick, proposed by J. D
‘Warren, seconded by F. Yorke.

‘Wm. George Cameron, proposed by John
Fullerton, seconded by R. Hi.Jameson.

John Hall, proposed by W.. J. Pendray,
seconded by Percival R. Brown.

John Jardine, proposed by W. H. Ellis,
seconded by John Turner.

Ben. James Oddy, proposed by A. L. Bel-
yea,.seconded by Geo. S. Russell.

Jobn Gerhard Tiarks, pro%(;s:d by R. P.
Rithet, seconded by H. Da Helmcken.
*" Wm. Wilson, proposed by James Hutch-
éson; seconded by \% J. Pendray.

SCHOOL TRUSTEES.

Axnthur L. Belyea, proposed by J. Stuart
Yates, seconded by Joshua Heolland.

D: Cartmel, proposed by Jéhn Piercy,
seconded by Thos. Shotbolt.

Helen M. Grant, Ercl)&osed by:R. P. Rith-
et, seconded by G. L. Milne.

Maria Grant, proposed by Johm Devereux,
seconded by H. Dallas Helmcken.

Cuyler A. Holland, %mﬁosed.by Hewitt
Bostock, seconded by D. R. Ker.

Edward Arman Lewis,}g)ro sed by
Lewis Hall, seconded by ugl};)OH. Mec-
Donald.

Robert Burns McMicking, .proposed by
T. M. Henderson, seconded by H. F. Heis-
terman.

James R. McKenzie, proposed bg Orlando
Warner, seconded by Igeaumont 0ggs.

James Stuart Yates, proposed by M. J.
Conlin, seconded by Annie Calder.

POLLING DAY.

Voting for Mayor, Aldermen and to fill
fourn positions on the School Beard takes
lace on Thursday, the polling places
eing:

For Mayor—The City Hall.

For Aldermen for North Ward—At room
11,. Public Market building, Cormorant
street.

Ror Aldermen for South Ward—At No.
21 Government street (east side). .

For Aldermen for Central Ward—At
Baurnes’ building, Bastion square.

For School Trustees—Court of the City
Hall.

The polls will be open from 8 a.m. to
4 g.m.

AFTER THE NOMINATION.

The nominations having been declared a.
move was made up-stairs te the council
ehamber, where the public gathered to
hear speeches from some of' the candidates
who happened to be present. Thetimedid
not allow every aspirant to office getting a
chance to give his views. )

Mr. W. A. Robertson was chosen chair-
man, and after fixing a time limit called
upon the candidates for- the mayoralty to
speak first.

Mayor Teague in opening said the
amount of work done by the council last
year was very large for the amount of
money at their disposal. For instance,
there was only $30,000 at their disposal for
streets when there were 100 miles of stre
and 130 miles of sidewalks to look after.
As to electric light, there was net one on
the Pacific Coast, from Victoria to Cape
Horn, that was run as cheaply. as that of
Victoria. Mistakes had.no doubt been
made, but show them a business firm that
did not make mistakes. When the water
works were completed he did nos see why
water should not be delivered cheaplr
There being frequent complaints by people
that they did not get their proper
proportion of the expenditure. he
would support a scheme of dividing
up the city into sections, and let each have
its proper proportion of the expenditure.
Try that for one year and see how it would
work. He advocated asking a public meet-
to borrow
a sum for street impm\"ements. He defied
anyone to show that one cent of the peo-
ple’s money had been dishonestly appro-
priated by the council. They had been
called boodlers and had had ‘all kinds of
abuse heaped oh_ them, while they had
been working hard for the people and ®e-
served only praise for their hard work in
the city’s interests.

Hon. Robert Beaven believed that muni-
cipal work should be carried on under the,
sume principles of economy a8 private busi-
ness. To-day while the accounts showed a
surplus of two or three thousand dollars he
did not think that some things had been
taken into account that would not make
quite as good a showing. The incoming

council should give special attention to

| them. She Iad done her best as a trustee

| in the past and if elected woudd promise to
. d > her best im the future.
J Mrs. Helen Grant did. not come as a can-
didate in a personal manner but as repre-
senting the mothers of Victoria, who had
appointed her as their representative. She
was not running in oppositien to Mrs.
Gordon Grant, and would ask her friends
40 vote for both. If elected she would
strive to settle every question om its merits.
People had said.ladies should stay at home
and mend their husbands” socks. (Laugh-
ter.) She could:assure them that her hus-
band’s socks were mended, and did not
take up all her time, either. 8he was not
meglecting her children either, and her
boys had finished: their school days and
were now attending college.

Mr. John  Macmillan,. aldermanic candi-
date for North Ward, spoke mext. After
expressing himselfiin favor of woman suf-
frage, he turned to civic affairs, saying he
advocated street paying, better fire protec-
tion, acquiring the Indian reserve, and be-
lieved that the High school should be free
to all. The Indian.reserwe should be set
aside for the purposes-of a university. He
denied that he had given preferment to

litical friends. . During the year the city
E(e)bt had not been added to a dollar, and he
went out of office with a cleansheet. He had
favored day labor against eontract, and
was desirous of seeing a redistribution of
wards. He had been. attacked for getting
sewer pipe from Seattle instead of getting
it from the local industry. Eleven thou-
sand dollars worth of pi canfe from
Seattle, and the method the city took of
calling in competition. had saved $900. He
said that the purchase by the city in former
years of pipe from the Pottery Co. now in
the yard was corrupt.

Mr. John Partridge, aldermanic candi-
date for Centre ward, said that while Ald.
Macmillan spoke of his wonderful care for
the working man he had not followed that
outinpracticein the council. He (Ald. Part-
ridge) did not. make sueh wonderful profes-
sions, but evervone knew he was a true
workingman'’s- friend. When the report of
the sewers done by day labor had been pre-
sented to the couneil he (Ald. }’m‘trh}igv)
had desired to have more time to look it
over, but Ald. Maemillan wanted to rush
it through. Sinee then it was found
that 2. number of things that
should have been. charged to the day labor
had been omitted, and the report was
therefore unfair. He referred to his stand
upon the 237 miles of electric wire which he
had charged were mnot accounted for, and
said the sagging of the wire would not ac-
coupt for the difference. He defended his

that he had voted to give it to men who he
was sure could do the work. Atter hearing
the experts’ reports, he had felt sure Mr.
Haggarty would not have been able to
carry out the contract for the amount
at which he tendered. He was in favor of
wood paving for the city and had brought
the fire protection by-law forward last year.
The city ought to have more fire protection..
If the people elected him he could assure
them he would not allow himself to be
browbeaten in the council by a poli-
tieiam like Alderman M:ucmillan, but would
stick up for what was right. He had de-
sired to pass a resolution allowing only
residents to work on the waterworks, but
Ald. Macmillan had voted against it. Ald.,
Macmillan _had also stuck up for the
Chinese and Japanese.

Some cross-firing here took place between
Ald. Macmillan and. DPartridge, and the
Chairman had to cut it shert by calling for
the next speaker.

Mr. W. G. Cameron, aldermanic ecandi-
date for re-election in South ward, bere
out Ald. Partridge’s statement that the
committee to inquire into the wire matter
had been illegally appointed. He would
say in connection with the finances that
Victoria had done very well during the
vear. Considering the circumstances the
city had a very fair electric Mght; but if
the people wanted more light and better
streets, they would have to pay forthem.
He would advise, however, for the present
vear that economy be practised, and that
they should try to get along without any
greater burden on the people. )
Mr. Edward Bragg, who also sought re-
election as alderman, had, he said, tried to
get along well with the ‘members of the
board and had succeeded” with one excep-
tion, and that was Ald. Macmillan, who
whenever he had anything tosay when

streets and sidewalks. The people had not l

mayeralty, thevefore he would not serve:

ing of sewer connections, he trusted some--

position in voting to give the waterworks!
contract to Walkﬁey, King & Casey. saying |

ditfering from a colleague said it in such &
way that the other man if he had a spark
of grit in him must resent it. As far as
his own actions were concerned, he had act-
ed dunr}g the year with the courage of
his convictions and was willing to abide b,
the verdict of the ratepayers. He too
up the waterworks question next, and de-
fended his course in not voting to give the
contract to Mr. Haggarty, by saying that
gentleman’s estimate wa# lower than the
amount for which the work could be done.
The council bad acted legally, and he was
not sorry for what he had done.

Some amusement was caused by Mr.
Hag_gar?g asking questions, and Ald. Bragg
hitting back, incidentally denying that %c
had any interest in the present waterworks
contract.

Mr. R. T. Williams, who is again a can-
didate for Centre ward, said he had done
the best he could to spend the city’s money
properly, and thought the council as a
whole had done their duty. What the peo-
ple wanted to know, however;. was not
what had been done but what they propos-
ed toda. He wanted to see the present in-
debtedness of the city lowered. He had
during last year secured a saving
in the garbage contract bringing the cost to
the city down from $23 to $13'a day. He
had tried to get the waterworks impreve-
ments done by day labor, but failing that
had endeavored to give the contractto-the
. lowest tenderer. Turning to street paving,
he stated that the reason why the
changes in the water pipes had: not
been made was because it was
intended to de that and the paving in‘ene
operation so as to avoid tearing up the
streets twice. He spoke in favor of getting
competitive telegraphic communication and
saad that he h done his best in the past
and would try, if elected again, to serve the
city well.

Mr. B. J. Oddy, one of the candidates for
South ward, said:he would give his views
at thhe meeting at South ward. He came
before them as a' business man and with a
sincere desire to put his best efforts at the
disposal of the city. He would promise to
help to spend the funds at the disposal of
the council as eeonomically as possibla,
gradually improving Victoria and making
1t more attractive to visitors. The counci
should exercise all the influence they
could in order to have the C.P.R. ships
dook:here. ’

Mr..Wm. Marchant ho to get elected,
but if'he was not he would not feel a worse
friend: with anyone. If they did not ap-
prove of his record:on the school board they
could vote against him, and if they consid-
ered he had worked well let them show

their appreval by ecasting their ballots for:

him.

didate, remarked that he considered the
presentcost of school boeks too much.
Then the school board and not the council
should bear the responsibility of the expen-
ditures-for education.. Too many subjects
were taught to children, with the result
that in the majority of cases the lessons
were really three years ahead of the capa-
city of the children. This destroyed a
child’s taste for study and was most harm-
ful. . Tkeugh the school board had no con-
trol over the curriculum they could use
their influence to have this state of things
changea.

As the hour was getting on and the
people were leaving the hall the meeting
adjourned with a. vote of thanks to the
chair,

FISH AND GAME. PROTECTION.

To THE Ebpitor:—Since the announce-
ment was made that the Vancouver Island
Fish and Game Protection Association in-
tended to hold a. meeting, I have waited
with much anxiety to see what new amend-
ments would be recommended to the legis-
lature of this province during the coming
session..

For judging from the lack of regard to
farmers that the above mentioned associa-
tion and the Victoria Gam Club have mani-
fested in their previeus dealings with the
game laws, I'naturally expected to see that
the new suggestions would be injurious to
the interests of the farmers, but I was sur-

rised to see that theirfeelings had changed

rom cold indifference to positive hatred.
It would appear by the actions of the
V.LF. and G:P:A. in their meeting that it
was their desire to make the life of the
farmer not worth living.

In the first place, it is recommended that
police be appointed in all districts and that
they have authority to search anyone on
private and public property that they have
the presumption to suspect. Any time an
inquisitive police officer wished to ransack
one’s house, all that he would need to do
would'be to suspeet you of Kkilling game
illegally and order you to open your doors
while he made his investigation. That
would be elegant, would it not? I do not
think the game is worth it. But it would
be the poeor mossbaeks that would be
searched, and what does the V. I. F. & G.
P. A, care for that?

The association also recommends a gun
license fee. What do a crowd of wealthy
sports care for a few dollars license fee, 1f
by paying it they ean keep out the poor
farmer, who is often barely able to pur-
chase a2 gun ? All they expect of the farmer
is to feed the game for his wealthy city
cousin.

The clanse of the act prohibiting the kill--
ing of game birds between sunset and sun-
rise was deemed unnecessary, and its re-
peal advoeated. This I consider a good
1den, for it was the eause of a deal of trou-
ble. But the clause that was proposed,
viz: ** That it shall be lawful to shoot any
game bird during the open season at any
time except when they are upon the roost,”’
would be conducive to more annoyance
than the law that they wish repealed, for
who is to. decide whether a bird that has
been killed was on the roost or not. Dif-
ferent birds go to roost at different times.
If 'this law was passed, *‘what would the
duck do then, poor thing?”

I think that every right-minded man
will agree with me that those amendments.
proposed by the V.I.LF. and G.P.A. that I
have considered would be a movein the
wrong direction; but I am convinced that
the legislators are men with sufficient wis~
dom and honesty not to be cajoled into
framing laws that would be detrimental to
the farfiers of B. (. simply to provide
pleasure for afew people.

The farmers of Salt Spring Island ina re-
cent meeting held there, passed several re-~
solutions in a petition to partiament, which
explains their desire for more proteetion to
the farmers in view of the fact thatthe deer
and pheasants have made so great ravages
on their crops.

At this meeting one man said that the
farmers should protect the game more than
they do, for by increasing the game rich
English gentiemen would be induced to
pay the island a visit occasionally. He also
said that good sportsmen knew devices to
draw pheasants from one place to another.
What does all this mean? Simply that
farmers should labor night and day to rear
pheasants for the sport of the gentry..With
these opposing petitions before them the
M.P.P.’s will be able to show the public
whether they desire to do justice to the
working man or whether they cater to the
wishes of these purse-proud men, whose de-
sire is to have pleasure at the expense of
men who have to labor hard for a bare liv«

ing. E. L. HARRISON,

Mr. A. L. Belyea, as a school trustee can--
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