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. WHD I8 BOCIETY, AND WHERE DOES | wh

ITHVEL
"Whe Butcher's Wifeo and Mrs, V.—"Get Out
of My Light""—The Discontent of ‘So~
eloty—Worth’s Pwo Gowns—The Dia-
" monds of Sockety. 4 ; i

And to what 'vaend or

good doessociety.exist

27|\ 1 suppose every one
> 4\of us, atleast every one

extent mingled in this

samse element-6f socie-

ty. has at some time

-asked 'him"or herself these guestions,
perhaps. just by way of speculation and
‘philesqphy, or perhaps in some amoment
of wewinpss-and disgust of Iife and its
One's instinctive idea of socieby is that

it can only exist in large communities
and’can ‘be found in its perfection only
in ‘theifew great centers of civilization—
in ‘Parisor London or Vienna.er St. Pe-
tersburg or New York. But in point of
fact society exists everywhere that even
a few people are 'gathered tegether—
that is o say, enough people to make
. public:opinion possible. One person can-
not. form society, nor can two, for there
‘would with two be no possibility of falk-
ing about somebody else, and that is the
very marrow of society conversation.
Three persons at least must live near to-
gether, engage in. the same' pursuits,
covet the same things and emulate each
- other:in their mode of life to produce the
essential germ of society, for that germ
“isrivalry. - Where no rivalry is possible
society cannot exist. . . >
Take for instance a. keen .business
man, a soldier, a philosapher, a laborer
and a.domestic woman of limited men-
tal capacities; they wonld not.c itute
society if they lived alone ona desolate
dsland, for there :conld be no rivalry:
not one of them would feel the least am-
bition te excel the other, for not one
would understand or aspire teeminence
in the pursuits of -any one:of the rest.

But takea little eountry town, nay, take |

the sinallest village, and you at once get
society, for you have rivalry, emulation,
envy and. eovetousness; also you have a
certain amount.of friendly feeling, of de-
sire for the good of others and of a sym-
pathetic interest in their sucecess.or mis-
fortune.. For all three elements enter

M‘ 1

Jority govérns, not only in our republic
but in the kingdoms and ‘
earth, so far at least as society is to be
Besides, it is. not mnecessary to try to
make the lawsof society comsistent or
harmonious or eommonsensical, for they
are not so hy nature, never ‘have been
and never will be, . ! : ;
In the Ilittle village, the wife of the
minister, the doctor and the lawyer rep-
‘resent the Four Hundred, which have |
been declared to comprise all the society
folk of New York: to these three pro-
fessional ladies may be joined the wife
of the shopkeeper and perhaps the mill-
owner, or the few larger landowners
among the farmers. . To this inney cir-
cle do all the women of the place aspire,
and the question as'to who does or does
not revolve within it as a sort of second-
ary planet is the source of unending
discussion, assertion, denial and simula-
tion. 4 : )

+*Miss. Brown is going to have some
folks to tea,” says the butcher’s wife to

the blacksmith’s wife. *1 ﬁupposo you're

s Ht :

“Oh, 1 don’t know,” replies Mrs. Cy-
clops, who would give her ears to go and
hasn’t been invited. 1 expect Miss
Brown's too mad to ask me, for [ haven't
®een to call at the parsonage for a month
of Sundays.  Be you going?”

“Dunno yet. I some expect to go

"down to the city that day.” And the
two ladies separate, each to make merry
in‘her domestic circle over the vain pre-
tenses and aspirations of the other. .

Perhaps you loftily say that you know
nothing about country villages- or thé
habits and feelings of the wives of
butchers and blacksmiths; but is not
this little sketch one that you ¢an dupli-
cate in your own circle of society what-
ever that may be? ' :

Mrs. V.or Mrs. A/'is to give an en-
tertainment.  Of course she asks‘ the:

400 who are on her regular visiting list,
‘but there are 400 or 500 more, not exact-
1y on the visiting list, but who still have
a certain acquaintance with Mrs. V. or
Mrs. A.; have met her at some sum-
mer hotel, have crossed the ocean in her
company or have been presented to her
notice by some friend. She bows to them
in the park, and if they stand square in
‘her path at some third person’s reception
- she graciously replies to their anxious
and deferential little proffer of remark
or ‘salutation; but does all this make
khem so far acquainted that they may
‘hope for an_invitation to this grand en-
tertainment? Does it at any rate en-
title them to speak fo their friends as if
there was a possibility of their going if
they see fit to do so? And when they

- meet another person very similarly situ-
ated with régard to the leaders of the

Four Hundred, does not their little con-
versation bear a striking resemblance to

‘that of the butcher’s wife and the black-

smith’'s wife discussing the tea to be
given by the parson’s wife? '
Diogenes placed the height of human

WHAT I8 SOCIETY?

| “‘the better is the enemy of good” say the

@ | well that
four, | over in 3
Pk :

empires of the |

his humble lot.. At any rate he
courage of his oconvictions, and took'
Xantippe to wife as & proof that he
meant what hesaid, =~
“Butif'he was right, and content is
happiness, society cannot be happy, for
content is an unknown quantity in its
composition.  Nobody in_ sociefy is or
L.can be content, for if he'wefe content
she would not be in society, the:wery
«ensence of whose existence is emulation;

“French, and the maxim is 'as sadly wise/|
agmost of their apothegms. Mrs. A,
has some diamonds, very fine diamonds
and a good many of them. Is she satis-
fied ana, contented it their possession?
No, fqg.Z!:s. ‘B. has'more and finer ones,
and Mrs: B. has a gnawing conscious-
ness that Mlle. Tiptoe has yet finerones,
and Mlle. wishes she could lay hands
upon the Dichess of So-and-so’s heredi-
| tary jewels, and the duchess never con-
templates her own jewels without re-
membering those she saw upon the em-
‘press-of Russia, or in the Green Vaults
of Vienna, or the Paris'expositien. =
8o nobody is content with jewels, and
jewels are one of the badges and trade-
marks and cortificates of 'a position in
society. : i
And so it is with clothes, Mrs, X,

with a  deep purse, subsidizes Worth or
one of his rivals to compose a toilet for
her which shall exceed inrichness, bean-
ty and originality anything that ever
_yet clothed a danghter of Eve. The ar-
tist falls into a fine frenzy and evolves
‘something which ‘even Mrs. X. admits
to be beyond her wildest hopes, until,
as she plumes herself like & peacock and
glides down the grand reception room,
| she snddenly encountérs Mrs. Z., an-
other Worth dressed dame, whose robes
are an improvement upon her own, 80
that the latter may confidentially whis-
per to her dear 500 friends that “Poor

the aid of some domestic dressmaker,
but has not quite succeeded—*‘not quite,
my dear, for Worth is not so easily imi-
| tated.” . And poor Mrs. X,, who suspects
‘the slander, but has no opportunity of
 rebutting : it, goes home gnashing her
teeth and tearing ‘her hair, and is ready
to trample her poor gown' under foot
and to rend M: Worth limb from limb,
Or perhaps she is of a keener and more
belligerent male, and instead of retreat-,

claiming: . . 4 g

- *Oh, my dear! ‘What a sweet gown,
and T'll forgive you for stealing my lit-
-tle hints to Worth-—he made mine; you
know, and 1 suppose liked the jdes so,
b he gouldn't resist warming it

> hey smile ‘in ea ther’s face

nd glare in each other's.eyes! == =
‘Consider the matter. of precedence, es-
‘pecially here in our New World's repub-
Tican society! : .In'the kingdoms and em-
ppires -of -older communities the whole
thing is settled ‘for man, woman and
-child by the mere fact ‘of birth. ' A lit-
| tle, frivolous, childish duchess of nine-
teen must take precedence .of a venera-
ble:and dignified countess, even though
it may be her own grandmother, and so
‘on down to the delicate distinctions be-
tween the wives of barristers and the
wives of attorneys.” | ;

But, thank heaven, we are not yet so
highly civilized as all this, and the host
at a dinner party or.a ball supper gen-
-erally gives his arm to -the oldest lady,
or to the distingunished stranger ‘of the
occasion, or to her in whose honor the
entertainment is given, and this is so
far the better plan; that there is a rea-
son based upon ‘common sense and the
inherent fitness of things for such a
choice. . But for all this, our .elective
course opens wide the door to jealous-
ies and heartburnings less likely to as-
gail the born' ‘ﬂx::ﬁ of conventional
precedence, and one of the little ani-
~mosities of  the society man or woman

is treated with more consideration er
reti:fpect in this matter than him or her-
self. :

Suppose this little exposition of the
ruling passions of society could be read
by some intelligent citizen of Jupiter
come down to earth on a tour of explo-
. ration, much as Stanley went to Africa,
- to see how les auires lived. He would
‘probably exclaim: " : e
~ “Why, what a dreadful condition of
things society must bel - I suppose eyery-
body who can keeps out of it!” © .

And we should reply: ..‘By no means,
my dear Jupitrian!: On the contrary,
nearly everybody of average means, ed-
ucation and ambition aspires to belong
%0 society and to have the reputation of
so belonging. ' To be out of society is to
.be out of the world, and in that case we
might 2s well be dead.”

“Being dead, my dear Earthling,
would bring you into a great deal of
society, and of a very fixed character.
We Jupitrians understand more about
these things than you do.” :

“‘Ah} ‘Hypnotism is one of ‘the fads of
your -society also, is it? Well, it has
amused us somewhat, but it is getting a |
little passe, now.” :
*““Perhaps, you'll be still more amused
at it by and by,” says Jupiter; and in-
flating his electric flying: machine is off
like & shot. G N,

Yes, we all or most of us cling to so-
‘ciety no matter how obscure a position
we may hold in it, and many of us
strain every nerve and keep up all sorts
of pretenses to hold our. footing there.
The yonng fellow who lodges in & gar-
ret-and eats at a cheap restaurant that
e may keep his namé on the books of a

Mrs: X." has tried to copy her dress by |

ing, sails gallantly up to the enemy, ex-{

is to keep a sharp lookout that nobody |

fashionable club and  go to fashionable |
recep in suitable  clothes; - the |

imagine, that every vne they.ume
ter off and more &f ease ithan them-
But the others—those who are really
rous and assured, who have their
own position and are quite able to mair-
tain it—do they find. the life of society a
life of real joy and satisfaction? Apart
from the rivalries—and it is in thismore
prosperous class ‘that the rivalries have
their full swing—apart from these, are
the fatigues, the werries, the obligation
to keep up when the whole heart is sick
and the whole body aches, the impossi-
bility of doing what -one wants to, be-
cause. society demands just then what
one does not want—there -is no slavery
more: stern, no rule more unyielding, no
tyrant more inexorable than the rule
and the temper of society.
Try it if you don't ‘belicve me. The
next time your reception day comes
around and you don’t feel like seeing
people, tell the servants to deny you.
Do it two or three times and you will
find your friends going somewhere else
that day, and you will: have gained the
reputation of being air-y or freak-y or
odd, and -in fact you will have slipped
down a step or twe-on the slippery social
scale. . e i
| Or dressin yourcomfortablelast year’s
gown instead of the hideous new one
which your sonl Joathes, yon will
presently hear that wyou are getting
poor and dowdyish. One cannot mul-
tiply examples; ' and in fact most per-
sons, - whether. their society is that
of Paris or of the tiniest village of
central 'Pennsylvania, can adapt and
modify what has been said to their own
experience, and agree with mie that the
most perplexing questions in the world
are: ;
- Why does society exist? Why do we
seek it? and Is it a necessary evil or
evil necessity? e

Mgs. FrRaNk LesiiE.

WOMAN’S WORLD IN PARAGRAPHS.

Some of the Work Dome by a ‘Woman’s
Model Club.

The model club among women in this
country is to my 'mind the Pro Re Nata
Society of Washington. Laflies of the
highest cultdre, many of them leading
ladies socially, belong to it. ~Although
this js the case, yet désirable women

vho earn their living day by day are

its noblest members.  The «club was

framed, as its constitution affirms, “‘{o

perfect its members in extempore speak-

ing by the formal discussion of live

questions of the day, and o work to-
P g Tieet eivitinst

ed from discussion at the meetings.
Here the Pro Re Nata stands alome. 1
| know of noother woman'sclubin Amer-
ica or the world that is willing to discuss
any question whatsoever. If only more
women had this much courage and liber-
ality, what a happy world this would be!
The rteason the Pro Re Natas are thus
brave and liberal must be, I think, that
they are all, withont exception so far as
I know, ladies of uncommon education.
and intelligence and with unusually vig-
orous intellects. I have always ob-
~sérved that fhe more people know the
more tolerant of all shades of opinmion
they are.» The Pro Re Nata ladies dis-
cusg the large social, political and eco-
nomic topics of the time. Lately they
spoke on' the Chilign question. The in-
terest of the occasion wasincreased by
the fact that Mrs. Hibbert, who opened
the speaking, had been formerly directer
of a government normal college in the

South Americans well. Among topics
discussed in the past year have been
finance, business education for womnen
and the need of physical culture for
American women, ki e

Brown university at the opening of the
present college year started with an ap-
pendage for women students, called the
university conrse for women. It issimply
what the Harvard annex used to be—
merely a permission to girls to get the
instruction given in the regnlar course
of the university and take the regular
college examinations. If they pass these,
‘eertificates will be awarded to them,
but not diplomas, and 'no class room in-
struction is givén.to them at ‘present.
Thus/ even venerable and conserva-
tive Brown.is beginning fo capitu-
late - to '“the 'women. The conces-
'sioh ' gained ' is not much in one
way, for.girls can go already on equal
terms to magnificent Michigan univer-
sity, Cornell, and many of the universi-
ties of the wesiern states, and certainly
will prefer doing so to accepting this
crumb from Brown university. Inanother
way, however, thelittle concession from
Brown means much. It is the breaking
of the ice of conservatism which still
fast locks the otherwise kind and large
hearts of so many eastern: men. So we
welcome ' it and thank the trustees: of
Brown. For girls living in its near
‘neighborhood ‘the examinations will be
a convenience. ;

Miss Lualu Flower, of New Orleans, is
a commercial traveler. She follows the
road'in the interests of alarge dry goods
house, carrying:-her samples with her
She is eminently successful in her work,
‘and is much liked by those. with whom
she has ‘dealings,
railroad has not penetrated, Miss F
loads her sample box into a buggy and

informai

Phappinees jn content with what one had.
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welcomed, and some of these are among | it

s | mended, a i
ic, | 80 'entixaylh‘aq it becomes a creamy tint.

Argentine Republic, and therefore knew-

‘| thereis a

 Wher yonwgu a letter to anybody | forehead

The womat ‘who c'n do fine needle-
work can ‘mow make her underwear beau-
 tiful without, putting any other trimming
upon it than the Iabor of her hands. In

trousseaux, and of very fine underwedr,
all the work is done by hand. Stiiches
8o fine that they seem as if met by the |
fairics are gloated over by the connois-
seurs, and tue cluseness with which they
are placed is counted as of special value. |

lawn, muslin, or whatever may be the
fabric. ? ’

Embroidery cottons are used to form'’
the cipher or monogram that marks who!
the owner of the garment is, for nowa- |
days a lady does not let indelible ink-
tuch her belongings, but instead her
favorite 'way of writing her initials is
wrought out ' in firm stitches and: small

high upon the bust ;, ou petticoats, on the
ribbon strings, on chemises on the shoul-
ders, and on undervests in the sameé
place. As far as possible, garments are
cut without seamns, but in most instances
seams are necessary to make them form
the fit required, the fit that is of impor-
tance, for ** lumpy” underwear will cause
your outside bodice .and. gkirt to * set”
improperly. ©

For the woman who is inclined to be |
stout, or the one who wishes to keep her
figute looking as slender. as possible, it is

wear 80 arranged that they will all but-
ton upon one yoke, and this yoke should
be under the corsets. In assuming your

comfoitable and keep the vutline of your
shape,-and not that which the dressmak-
er m 'y wish you to have, let them be the
last thing you assume before putting on
your ‘dress, and do be a little careful in
choosing your corsets. Get a pair that is
not oo large, and not too small, but which
will fit you, and then you will not have
eithera red n se from tight lacing, or
your hands frozen from‘ the same cause,
norwill youbeuncomfortable because they
are too loose upon you. Nobody wauts
_people to lace ; that is, nobody with any
sense, bat it has been proved beyond a
doubt, that a sensible, properly-mate
corset is at once desirable and beautiful,

The silk or lisle thread woven in many
colors and in various ways into vests are
worn almost exclusively in place of ‘the
chemise. They dre shown with an open-
work finish about the neck ; in some “in-
tances it ‘is very elaborate ; sometimes
they are square-necked, sometimes they
are V-shaped, but they always have the
cclose-fitting strap over - the shoulder and
the silk strings to draw them ip to make
them fit and k %one warm.  lnthe del-
icate shades, pale pink is t6 be recom-

ded, i-ﬁeﬂ;‘_ﬁ’n iade sit does so

idedly pretty, something that
catnot be said  about. the shrimp. The
blues are not to be depended upon,
though, curivus ‘enough, the lavender
washes extremely well, :

The fancy for silk night-dresses still
exists, but ' there always have been
hwomen who weuld wear nothing but the
clear white lawn or nainsook, and a
these women are many, the makers of un-
derwenr are specially catering to. them.
Very much more fine work, that is, hand-
work, can be put upon a nainsock gown
than a silk one, and the needle-woman
can make more fine tucks, faucy stitcfies,
gatheringe, hem-stitching and drawing of
threads than ever would seen: passible.

For people who do not care for thin
gownl, those of figured percale, with a

road sailor collar and full sleeves drawn
iutc deep cuffs, with the usual embroid-
ered finish, are recommended.

The somewhat short, rather scant pet-
ticoat with ite fulness drawn back by a
string midway of its depth, continues in
vogue. . 1t is developed in changeable
silk, plain silk, and in light-weigh teloth.
The usual trimming is three narrow,
scant, pinked flounces ; the silk skirt ela-
borately trimmed with lace not now hav-
ing the consent of fashion that belonged
to it some time ago. 2

A very becoming jacket is made of
rose-colored, light-weight flannel. 1t has
a yoke of moss-gréen velvet from which
the full widths of flannel fall, being ar-
ranged in double box plaits. They reach
almost to the knees, and have an inch-
wide ribbon as the finish. A rolling col-
lar of velyet is the neck finish; and long
ribbone~here looped together confide the
jacket at the throat. The sleeves are
,hi%h and full and gathered' into coffs of
velvet. A wistake too often made in a
dressing sack is that of having the slceves
close-fitting ; as one wears the sack in
arranging one’s hair, or sometimes plac-
ing the bonnet just In position, the arms
want to have a free swing, untrammeled
by tight sleeyes. For this reason very
many, ladies' prefer ‘the old-fashioned
*‘angel’’ sleeve, which closes just a little

away from the arm.

It must be remewbered that when one
has devoted time and patience to making
pretty belongings, a dainty place is need-
ed in which to keep them. ' For this get
some inexpensive silk as thin a¥ possible,
and make, it-into sachets large enough to
fit your bureau drawers, filling them with
your favorite perfume. Lavender, violet,
or orris pewder are all desirable odors
permeate linen.. :

Atshough the changes in the styles of
dressing the hair have been so gradual as
to be scarcely perceived from day to day,

ere is gnsé” difference ' to those of a
twelvemonth ago. The chief traits of the

curls or frizzles over the middle of the
ead, the bair brushed back from

{the temples in Ioose wanes, -and a small

+hionon at the back, finished with a few

; '_ i Fur yo;néiadiee who p(;ilqeu an @uﬁ-

‘the stures where specialties are made of |

Handwork is again in . fashion on linen, |

best to have the various: pieces of upder-|

corsets remember that if they are to bei

“|'wearer.

below .the shoulder, and falls entirely|geod

down,  In fromt the hair is
ushed up from the forehead.
i the hair waves naturally, there
is nothing to do but to brush it gﬁ' from
the brow and temples, leaving only & fow
{frizeles in the centre, and to form a coil
aY the back, fastening with a tortoise-
shell comb, inserted on one side. An-
other way to form a chignon is to ar-
range it into three superposed rolls, fas-
tening with hair-pins.

The American fashion of wearing a
vexry high uft of “frizzles ‘on the middle
of the forehead, coming up over the®bon-
net is not very much admired in Pars;
a very light cluster of friazles is ‘pre-
ferred,

A pretty evening coiffure is that which
bas a flufly cluster.of curls over the mid-

jdle of the forehead, the hair brushed

back in loose waves, and & chignon com-

ed: of a number of loops of-hair among
which are arranged beautiful orchids;
forming 4 lovely hoad-dress.

-Small coronets of wild pansies, rose-
buds, forget-me-nots; or pink may-blos-

letters. . On a night-dress the letters are-{sums, are very prettily arranged in the

hair, always very much at the back.

Cloth is the material mostly in favor
for between theseasons.  We have heen
shown a new style ¢f cloth called drap
chasseur, ' which'is slightly ribbed, bui
much finer than the fabrics so fashion-
able last year. It is soft andlight, and
manufactured in all new shades of gray,
stot.e-blue, seaweed, cocoa, terra-cotta,

{ dablia, and almond. '

Foundation-skirts are now quite gone
out of fashion. The latest style is to
line skirts with silk of a color contrasting
with that of the dress. A narrow pinked
out-ruche of the same silk is added just
inside the edge of the skirt. = -

VA’ very becoming house-dress for a
young lady is of finely striped -sand and
snuff-colored wollen material, skirt slight-
1y trained. Boddice plain at the back,
round waisted, with a few pleats at the
waist in the middle -of ‘the  front. A
sunff:colored velvet sash goes round the
‘waist, and is fastened with two dogs’ ears
loops and Tong lapels coming down to the
foot of the skirt at the back.  High col-
lar and cuffs of velvet to match. :

- - The homespuns are as usual remarkable
for their soft and pliable texture and are
produced in checks, in straight and  dia-
gonal  stripes and in . mixtures. The
stripes and mixtures are for the most
part woven in heige colorings, while the
checks display more deeidly  contrasts,
such as stone-gray and white, dark-gray
and white, and golden-brown and cream,

A - charming travelling dress for a
March bride unites golden-brown Benga-
line. The bell skirt is made with a fan-
plaited back and’a slightly pointed train
and a bias band of Bengaline about four
inches wide is applied all round the bot-
tom. Tho closely adjusted coat-basque
 opens in front over a Breton vest of Ben-
 galine that is completed with a “standing

the centre seam. * A Medici collar having
deeply pointed ‘ends that reach to the
neck and is lined with Bengsline. = The
sleeves rise quite high above the shoul-
ders and are finished with deeply péinted
cuffs. - A long cloak of the homespun ; a
turban to match trimmed with loops of
Bengaline, and brown glace, gloves com-
plete a very stylish costrme.

While 'passing through™ our principa
s‘reets une day during the past week, 1
noticed a most stylish, though simple cos-
tume for a young lady. The material
was light-weight eloth in two shades of
gray and was :nost becoming to the falr

The skirt was perfectly plain
and bell-shaped—thesfulluess in tﬁe back
being disposed of in fan-plaits which dis-
tended towards the bottom. The bodice
was made, loug, and close fitting over the
hips ;—the sleeves slightly full at the
shoulders. . The ¢uffs and ¢. Har—also re-
veres and imitation  pockets. on the hips
were of velvet. .

To complete this costume were worn a
togue mmfe of the same matcrial as the
dress with tips and ribbon to the match,
and gray glace gloves. = SEMSY
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“DON'TS” FOR WIVES,

Don’t }(‘listurb your husband while he bi;
reading his morning or evening paper
asking' foolish ' questions. 1;115 may be
only reading the latest scandal or divorce
suit, but he is just as much interested as
though it were foreign news or market
reports. Be patient, and when he comes
across anything he thinks you can com-

rebend perhaps he may read it to you.

n’t fommunicate unpleasant news or
ask a favor before eating. The heart is
not easily touched when the stomach is
empty. Don't ever tell a man he is %3%?_,-
li)oﬁing. Some other woman prob: y
wi ] some time, and in that case he won’t
know that her opinion concurs with/yours.
He carries a pocket handglass, and he
will shortly become addicted to.pajamas,.
Don’t ever tell's: man he has pretty legs.
Mem who have been known to. bear up
under facial compliments fail completely
when they realise their legsare noticeably’
. Don’t pul the morning paper at
the bottom of the pile, and don't have
m re than a dozen different places for the
button-hook. ‘Don’t impose upon your
husband just because he is good enough
to assist you a little in your house work.
Don’t leave ‘the stove handle on the red:
hot stove, and don’t ask him to empty the
ash-hod. Draw a line on the ‘ash-hod,
and don’t run a free horse to death.
Don’t monopolise ; every’ hook in the
oloset. Graciously tender him one nail

hang your ** Mother Hubbard,” your pel-
erine, your shopping-bag and your bonnet
in some other place, - Don’t be inexplicit
in giving directions.  When you ask him
to go upstairs for your gortemonnaie, tell

modern coiffure, are a fluffy cluster of {him it is either on the table, or in the

further cirner of the left-hand side of the
-upper bureau drawer, or in the pocket of
your brown dress in the closet. = =

\

For Oysters and Lunch after theatre, i

- .

thing occurred,

collar, and coat-laps are allowed below |Sh

for his very own—and then, in mercy, |

ere isn't the slightest

saadtils o v b
idgeville, state of %% {Biadh pourh
and every man, woman and child knows
you as Thomas White, * Your mail has
been received under that name, you have
signed it to all papers, and if I should
deny that you were Themas White you
would call me a lunatic.

Nevertheless, Thomas White;, I do
deny your identity and 1 challenge you to
prove it in law. Hunt up the 'family
Bible, gather up receipts and other pa
pers, call ‘upon your own father and
mother, and yet what do you prove?
Simply that they believe you are Thomas
White, ' It might do to establish your
identity at a bank, but it would not es-
tablish it in law if there was a life de-
pendlng. ST

Every man, woman and child in the
town of Grafton kuew . William Henry
Sowerville. It was a 1own f only 2,000
inhabitants, and he was the prineipal or
superiutendent of the  Union school and
had held the position for three years,
He was a single man and a gentleman.
They said he was a gentleman because he
was educated, dressed well, had no vices
and carried himself according to the pop-
ular idea of & gentleman. The men re-
spected him, their wives admired him
und ab least a dozen marriageable girls
would have been happy at the knowledge
that he was in love with them.

There was only ong odd thing abut
the superinteudent. Every Friday night
he'took the train and went away, no one
knew where, and returned every Monday
morning at 7 o'elock. | He should have
explained where he went, whom he went
to see and all about it, but for some rea-
son he dido’t. | Itcmay be that some of
the village.gossips: plucked up the nerve
to ask him the question direct, but if so
they got no satisfaction. What made
the mg’stery deeper and gave the gossips
an additional pang was: the fact that on
one Friday night he would take the train
going west aud 'on the next the train
going east. Those who argued that he
went to see sweetheart or mother were
thus non-plussed. After a time it was
decidedvby eertain parties to follow him
and solve the mystery. This may seem a
curious step to y«u, but you never lived
in a * country town,” 'where everybody
is bound to know all About everybody
else, even to how much P grease or
how miany t rags have been saved
up to a certain date. The superinten-
dent was ** shadowed,” butalas | he gave
the self-constituted detectives the slip
and caused additional gossip.

Just how long it would have been be-
fore a committee of ‘‘many taxpayers”
or ‘‘indignant citizens” would have wait-
ed upon Mr. Somerville and demanded
an explanation T cannot say, but such a
wove had been!suggested when a strange
‘ . This was along toward
the last of his third year. He was board-
ing at the house of a widow pamed Rives.
e had three /children—Frank, Hattie
and John, aged. respectively sixteen,
thirteen and eleven. Al attendad school.
Oné morning our superintendent was
missing. At the same time widow R ves
charged him with attempted assault and
robbery.  Her statement was to the ef-
fect that she had been awakened about
miduight and ‘found him in her room.
She had that day received $2,000 in cash,
and he demanded the money. When
she cried out he struck her with & club,
and during the few minates she was un-
conscious he secured the money and fled.

Did any one doubt her story? Was
there the alightest reason to suspect she
could be mistaken ? She had seen him
and heard his voice. So also had Frank
and Hattie as he left the house. = He had
taken & freight train which passed the
station at 1 o’clock a. m., and the station
agent had even spoken with him. As he
was the only passenger, the conductor

the town of

him. ~ Was there ever a plainer cass,

It was three ‘weeks before Mr. Somer-
ville: was overhauled and brought back
for trial.  He was caught in a town over
500 miles away, and was taken in charge
while quietly sauntering along a street.
He was not even flustrated. He calmly

‘| denied that he was William Henry Som-

erville. - He denied thathe had ever been
in Grafton. He denied that he was'a
school teacher. Indeed, he wasso cool
and nervy that the officers, who knew
him as well as they knew their own chil-
dren; began to doubt if e was really the
man before they started back with him.
We all know what we know until some
lone doubts. Then we *‘think” or
*f guess” or declare *“ to the best of our
nowledge. ”

The prisoner declared the officers mis-
taken, but made no objection to return-
ing with them.  There were 500 people
at the depot to see 'him. Every sone re-

ized him as William Henry Somer-
ville.  Next day he was/arraigned before
8 justice of the peace tinder that name.
@ denied it and gave his name as James
Bailey. " His plea was *“not guilty,"” and
he had the best lawyer in the county.
The doubt which the officers *brought
back with them now began to bear fruit.
When Mrs. Rives took the stacd she posi-
tively identified the prisoner as Somer-
ville. On cross-examination she began
to. waver. ' One .of her children swore
positively ; anorher *‘ thought 80.” One
of the female teachers in the school was
then put on the stand to identify ‘the
prisoner, and I give you what followed.
I"** How long have you known the person
referred to as William Henry Somer-
ville 7" i

$* Almost three years.”

** How often did you see him ?”’
¥ At least five days in a week.”
*“Nuw, then, lovk strilight at me and
tell me the color of his eyes.""
$¢ They are—are blue.”

#Yon are positive 1"’
% Y.yes, sir.”
 You will say she ought to haye been

would have swornjhis eyes were black.

A sscond teachier wuas called to the
stand and asked : : g 4

that'you are Thomas | vij}

and two breakemen could fully identify |

sure, and yet the prisoner had black eyes ! |
(Bvery *other person in that courtroom

*¢Do you identify the prisoner as W]
lisgilﬁ&nsy ‘Sbm?;vyiﬂe ?’P '

" ** How do you iden ify him1”

*“By his general appearance.”

**Iso’t there a possibility that you are
mistaken?’

* No, sir.”

% You declare on oath that the prisoner
i8 Somerville, do you ?”

“1 do.”

“* Well, T like a positive witness. Now,
look straight. at me and desoribe Somer.

e is—is"-_
S0 on.”

Hea has black eyes.”

* Very well.”

“His bair is—is”—

She stopped right there. She couldy’y
describe the man she had seen so o’
during & period of three years | A doxﬂ}\‘
had creptin, and that doubt was fatal to
her testim ‘ny. Ouly two persons out of
thirty ealled to the stand were positive.
The defense claimed a case of mistaken
identity. The prisoner declared his name
to be James Bailey, aud that he was bora
of American parents in Switzerland, He
had come to. the United States as a tour-
ist and had only been in the country two
weeks when arrested. He had no bag-
gage, but claimed it had been detained or
stolen. ' He gave the name of the sailing
vesssel by whieh he had arrived, and thig
was afterward £ und to be correct. He
had about $1,000 iu money, some of which
was ia English gold.

After Somerville or Bailey had been
held: to the higher court for trial the town
was divided. One-half the people were
sure the man was Somerville, while the
other balf were just as positive that he
was a stranger. True, he looked and
spoke and acted like Somerville. He had
the sameymole on the left cheek, the same
gold filling in the front teeth, the same
way of lifting the eyebrows as he spoke.
But there was the doubt. - People had
been mistaken before, and we must not
take ourselves as infallible.

When the trial in the higher cours
came on the crew of the freight train and
the station agent were put on the stand.
Each one set out to be positive, but each
one ended by doubting. . The testimony
of the station agent was & fair sample :

*“ Mr, Jones, you were acquainted with
William Henry Somerville §”
** Yes, sir.”
*¢ Saw him very often 7"
‘“ Almost every day.” .
¢ Could you have identified him on the
street forty rods away in daylight 7’
‘* Certainly, sir.”
¢ Perfectly familiar with his voice
““Yes, sir.”
** Do yuu see him in this room 1”
** 1 do—in the prisoner’s box.”
** Ah/you do, “Now, Mr. Jones, de
you ever remember to have looked at Mr.
Somerville critically? 1 mean as you
would have looked al a horse you wanted
to remember again ¥’
“ N-no, sir.”
** What sort of a nose had he t”
“Nose? Why, a straight mose, sir.
“ Sure of this ?”
*¢ Yes, sir.”
¢ That will do |” Y
The prisoner ‘in the box had a Roman
nose ! Did' Semerville have .that ' sort of
nose ¢ One-half the village said yes—the
other half no. The Widow Rives was
determined to be positive this time. She
not only believed in what she was going
to.swear to, but a hundred different peo-
ple had encouraged her in her conviction.
This was the way she came to grief :
**You think it was about midnight
when you awoke 77 -
*“ Yes, sir.” !
** Auny light in the rdom "
_**No, sir.”
*¢ Curtains down 7”
* Yes, sir.”
¢ Well, what did you see $"
‘1 gaw the prisoner at the foot of the
bed and called ou.”
** Did you know who it was before you
heard bis voice
*“No, sir.”
¢ Well, what did he say 1"
**He said, ‘I want that money, or I'll
murder you.’” 3
““You were greatly frightened t”
“* Yes, sir.”
** Even before he spoke ¥’
*Yes, sir.”
* And yet, frightened as you were, you
recognized Somerville’s vuice 1”
“ Yes, sir,”
** Well, let us see if there is:any sim-
ilarity. Prisoner, you will call out the
words used by the man in the bedroom.”
The prisoner complied, seeming to pus
himself in the other’s place, and his words
knocked the bottom out of the prosecu-
tion.  Not a person in that courtroom
could swear that he had ev.r heard that
voice before. - The Widow Rives seemed
stupified as she looked at him.
*‘So you swear that this is the voiee-
you heard in your bedroom, do you ¥’
asked the lawyer. ;
“1—Tcan’t say 1’
Of the two men who had been positive
at the preliminary examivation one back-
ed square down, while the other was full
of doubts. 'When the case was closed
and the jury went out eight were doubt-
ful and the other four not very positive,
and the result was a verdict of “‘not
guilty.” Bailey remained in town for a
couple of weeks, meeting everybody as a
stranger and wandering around to see the
sights, and then went quietly.away to be
seen no more., Was he Bailey or Somer-
ville 2 I have told you how they failed to
prove he was anybody but Bailey, and
yet he was, Somerville. = Years afterward
I interyiewed him in a South Carolina
jail two days before he was to be hanged
for murder, ‘and he acknowledged' his
identity and Jaughed heartily overthe de
tails of the case.  He was a rascal before
coming to Grafton, and selected that
quiet town because there were reasons
why he should disappear for a time, As
to where he went when he left the town
every Friday night I did not ask, and he
did not volunteer to explain.
You may say that such a case is impos-
sible. . Very well. Go out on the strees
a8 you are, and to the first friend who
meets you and . stops to pass a word,
reply : 5
**Sir! You have made a mistake ! My
name i8 net Thomas Whiie. aad T never
‘saw you befure !”
£ he doesn’t step back and stare at you
in doubt and amazemeat, and if you can
not see that he is wondering if he has not
lost his head, then you may call this a
story written to order.
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