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THE FATHER MET HIM.
The Rev. Dr. Talmage Speaks of 

the Prodigal Son.
A despatch1 from Washington sayfli: 

-Rev. Dr. Talmage preached from the 
following text:—"When he was yet a 
great way off bis father saxv him and 
has compassion, and ran and fell on 
his n.ck and kissel him."’—St. Luke xv. 

20.
j h.,v3 often described to you the go­

ing away of this prodigal eon from his 
laiher’s house and I have showed 

what a hard time he» had down! inyou
the wilderness, and what a very j 
great mistake it was for him to leave 
so beautiful a home for such a mis- ; 
erablc desert. Eut he did net al- 
ways stay in the wilderness ; he came 
back after a while. We don’t read 
that his mother earns to greet him.
I suppose she was dead. She would 
hare been the first to come out. The 
father would have giv :n the second 
kiss to the returning prodigal ; the 
mother the first. It may have been 
for the lack of her example and pray­
ers tint he became a prodigal. Some­
times the father does not know how 
to manage the children of the house­
hold ; the chief work comes upon the 
mother. Indeed, no one ever gets 
over the calamity of losing a mother 
In early life. Still, this young man 
was not ting reeled when he came 
back. Howe voir, well appareled we 
may bo in the morning, wheni we start 
rot on a jou ney, before night, what 
with the dust and the jostling, we 
havv lost all cleverness of appearance. 
But this prodigal, when he started 
from his swine trough, was ragged 
and wretched, and his appearance 
after he had gone through days of 
journeying and. exposure, you can 
mojv easily imagine than describe. As 
the pe pie see the prodigal coming on 
homeward, they wonder who he is. 
They say : "I wonder what prison 
he has broken out of.* I wonder what 
lazaretto he has escaped from. I 
wonder with what plague he will 
smite the air.” He looks as though 
he were intent upon something very 
important. The people stop ; they 
look at him ; they -wonder where he 
camv from ; they wonder where ho is 
going. I think the jteople all around 
were amazed. They said : ‘‘It is only 
a fcot-pad ; it is only an old tramp 
of the 10 id; don’t go out to meet

THE FATHER KNEW BETTER. 
Ths (hinge, in the s ns ap­
peal anre ccuid. not hide the 
marks by’ which the father knew 
the buy. You know that persons of 
a great deal of independence of char­
acter arc apt to indicate it in llioiv 
walk. For that reason the sailor al­
most always has a peculiar step, not 
only because he stands much on ship­
board, amid the rocking of the sea, 
and he has to balance himself, but he 
has for the most part an independ­
ent character, which would show it­
self even if he never went on the 
sea, and Ave know what transpired af­
terward and from what transpired 
before that this prodigal son was of 
an independent and frank nature, 
and I suppose that the characteris­
tics of his mind and heart Avere the 
characteristics cf his- walk. And so 
the father knew him. He puts out 
nis withered arms toward him. He 
brings his wrinkled face against 1 he 
pale check of his son. Ho kisses the 
wan lips. He thanks God that the 
long agony is over. " When he Avas 
yet a great way off his father saAv 
him, and had compassion, and ran and 
fell on his neck and kissed him.”
, first place, I notice in this
text, the father’s eyesight ; in the sec­
ond place, I notice the father’s haste; 
nnd in the third place, I notice the 
lather’s kiss.
"\vu : The father’s eye-sight.
'Wien he Avas yet a great wav off 

“*? f.illllcr saw him.” I don’t know 
wfieiher he could pee well that Avhich 
18 3?1rai‘ ky> but I do know that he 
could see a great way off. “ His 
atlier saw him.” Perhaps he had been 
ookmg for the return of that boy 

y ^at day. I don’t knoAv but 
at he had been in prayer and that 

Lodh.id told him that that day the re- 
eant boy \vould come home.

Urnd®r if God’s eyesight can <les- 
hii ?srri 1cn we arc coming back to 

* a‘le text pictures our condition 
vnn! are a Srcat way off. That 
young pan was not farther off from 

lather’s house, sin is not farther 
holiness, hell is no farther 

m heaven—than we have been by
far offSih'ïay frOD1 God; aye- so 
vn- ,, that Ave could not hear his

though vehemently he has call- 
wV!ï" aLfter year- 1 don’t knew
pH • habits [you may have form- 
l. 1 m 'yhat evil places you have 
havo or, wh<at false notions you may 
to entertained; but (you are ready 
bP ' ’n°wledge, if your heart has not 
tW »hangGd by the grace of God, 
bo ,y°! are a great way off, aye, 
voiir-t ithat you cannofc <=Tct back of 
back ICS' >'?u would liki; to come 
itarf iff’ thls moment you would 
that l,,!.- " j™, not £or this sin and 
I am * A1 ?nd this disadvantage. But 
1 am to tell you of
.. THE FATHER’S EYE-SIGHT.
laT.ïl"' hiTn a Sfeat way off.” He 
5truvv?a a1}, v°ur frailties, all your 
ha» L e3,i a ,y°ur disadvantages. He 
has « eD l°nging for your coming. He 
critic*.^ becn looki°g at you with a 
a p„.? ey,e or a bailiff’s eye, but with 
Ditiocl rt.eye* and if a parent ever 

”Ohhiidi, rl0d P=ti=S you. You 
rounrîî™ 1 Lhad 80 many «vil sur- 
Faular SS Wb.en 1 atarted .life.” Your 
man- 8C£3/' You say, ”1 have so 
anil y it .d ■ surroundings now, 
06 .ls very difficult for

to break away from evil

associatioçiS.” Your Father secs it, 
amd. if this moment you should start 
heavenAvard, as I pray you may, 
your Father would not sit idly down 
and alloAV you to struggle on up to- 
Avard him. Oh, no ! Seeing you a 
great way off, he would, fly to the 
rescue. How long does it take a fa­
ther to leap into the middle of the 
highAvay if his child be there and a 
vehicle is coming and may destroy 
him. Five hundred times longer 
than it takes our heavenly father to 
spring to the deliverance of a lost 
child. “When, he Avals a great way 
off his father saw him."

And this brings me to notice the 
father's haste. The Bible says he 
ran. No wonder. He didn’t know 
but that the young man would 
change his mind and go back. He 
didn't knoAv but that he would drop 
down from exhaustion. He didn’t 
knoAV but. something fatal might over­
take him before he got up to the door- 
sill, and so the father ran. The 
Bible for the most part speaks of 
God as walking. Oh, bow much help 
a man does Avant when he tries to 
become a Christian. Indeed the pro­
digal can’t find his way home to his 
father’s house alone. Unless some 
one comes to meet liim he had better 
have staid by the swine-trough chew­
ing the carobs of the desert. When 
the sea comes in at full tide you might 
more easily Avith your broom sweep 
back the surges than you could drive 
back the ocean or your unforgiven 
transgressions. What arc we to do ? 

‘Are we io fight the battle alone and 
trudge on with no one to aid us and 
no rock to shelter us ainl no Avord 
of encourage mini t to cheer us. Glory 
be to God we have in the text the an­
nouncement; "When he was yet a 
great Avay off his father ran," When 

J the sinner starts' for God, God starts 
! for the sinner. G-od does not come 
; out with a sLoav and hesitating pace;
I the infinite spaces slip beneath his 
! feet and he takes Avorlds at abound.
! "The father ran !"
! t I remark upon the father’s k;sS. 
j “He fell on his neck," my text says,
1 "and he kissed him." The father 
j charged him with none of his wand- 
| erings; he just received him.

HE JU3T KISSED HIM.
! His aatctchcduesS was a recommen­
dation to that father's love. Oh,

, that father’s kiss ! Hoav shall I de- 
! scribe, the love of God? Oh. this love.
’ Don’t you believe it ? Has vhe not done 
everything to make tyou think so ? He 
has given you life, health, friends, 

j home, the use of (your hands, the 
! sight of your eye, the hearing of 
your ear ; He has streAvn your path 

i with mercies, he has fed you, clothed 
• you, sheltered you, defended you, lov- 
i ed you, importuned you, all your life 
i long. Don’t you believe he loves you? 
; Oh, this father’s kiss Î There is so 
much meaning and <love and compas- 

1 sion in it—so much pardon in it—so 
I much heaven in it . I proclaim him the 
Lord God merciful and gracious, long- 

j suffering and abundant in goodness 
i and truth. Lest you Avculd not be- 
1 lleve him, he goes up Golgotha, and 
j while the rocks are rending and the 
! graves are opening and the mobs are 
j howling and the bun is hiding he dies 
! for you. See him. See him on the 
I mount of Crucifixion, the sweat on 
; his brow tinged Avitii the blood ex- 
j uding from his lacerated temples. See 
i his eyes swimming in death. Hear the 
j loud breathing of the sufferer as he 
i pants with a Avorld on his heart, 
i Hark to the fall of blood from brow 
j and hand and foot on the rock be­
neath—drop, drop, drop ! Look at the 

I nails ! Hoav Avide the wounds are— 
! wider do they g;ipc as his body comes 

doAvn upon them. Oh, this crucifixion 
ageray. Tears melting into tears; blood 
flowing into blood ; darkness dropping 
to darkness; hands of men joined with 
the hands of devils to tear apart the 
quivering heart of the Son of God ! 
Oh, avLII he never speak again ? Will 
that crimson face ever light up again?

HE WILL SPEAK AGAIN, 
while the blood is suffusing his brow 
and reddening his cheek and gather­
ing on nostril and lip, and you think 
he is exhausted and cannot speak; he 
cries out until all the ages hear him : 
" Father forgive them, they knoAv not 
what they do !”

jNow Avili you accept that Father’s 
kiss ? The Holy Spirit asks you to. 
The Holy Spirit comes to you this 
morning, with his arousing, milling, 
alarming, inviting vivifying influ­
ence. Don’t you think /he is here ? I 
see it in these solemn looks ; I sec it 
in these tearful eyes ; I see it in these 
blanched cheeks ; I see dt in t he up­
turned face of childhood and the earn­
est gaze of old age. I know it from 
this silence like the grave. The Holy 
Ghost is here, and while I speak the 
chains of captives are falling, and the 
dungeons of sin are opening, ahd the 
prodigals coming and the fathers run- 
ning, and angels are shouting ahd de­
vils are trembling. Oh, it is a momen­
tous hour. It is charged with eternal 
destinies. The, shadows of the eter­
nal Avorld f lit i over this assemblage. 
Hark ! I hear the songs of the saved 
—I hear the. bowlings of the damned. 
Heaven and hell seem to mingle and 
eternity poises on the pivot of this 
hour. Thy destiny is being decided, 
thy doom is being fixed.

THE S. S. LESSON.
INTERNATIONAL LESSON, MAR. 24.

“ Jesus Our.JlIed and Burled." Luke 23. 
4-1-53. Gulden Text, 1 Cor. 15. .3.

PR/AOTJCAL NOTES.
Veirsc 44. It was about the sixth 

«our. Mark says it Avas’ the third 
hour Avheji they began to crucify him, 
that is. nine o’clock by our reckoning; 
the time of the mlarning sacrifice. 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke agjrce in 
the bourn that they mention for the 
different events of the crucifixion. 
John seems t-o differ, but it isj mow

generally understood that John adopts 
the Roman micthod of reckoning, and 
uot the Jowisb, which harmonizes hid 
hours with that of the other evange­
lists. The Jews counted from, sun­
rise, so that the. third hour was- about 
nine in ths manning, the sixth abiou'; 
twelve, the ninth about three, and the 
twelfth abcoit six. The< Romans 
counted from midnight to neon, and 
fro to. noon to midnight, as Ave do, or 
rathe,r as they taught us to do. t)ur 
Lord then was crucified at nine o’clock 
and remained six hours on the cross. 
There was a darkness over all the 
earth until the ninth hour. A pre­
ternatural darkness, not an eclipse 
Avhich could not take place at the. full 
miaou. Whether or not this dark­
ness was confined to Judea. \Vo can 
only conjecture*.

45. The sun Avas darke.ned. “The 
sun’s light failing." The veil of the 
temple was rant in the midst. "From 
the tap to the bottom," says Mark. 
The curtain, otf the sanctuary. It 
hung betAveen the holy place and the 
fchBy cif hollos. It was a symbol of 
the inability at humanity to approach 
Gad except by inhanb of the priests. 
Only once a year did the high priests 
venture to lift its cctmer and enter 
its holiest place. Nia one else had 
lawfully seen its interior. The veil 
in its sanctity AvaS mfcfre prohibitive 
than cases of iron hung on doorposts 
cif stone and bolted Avith brass! and 
steel. Its being supernaturally torn 
was a sign that every human soul 
could now come into close relation 
Avith God the Father.

46. Jesus had cried with a loud 
voice. "Two" words" or "sentrinces;*’ 
" EH, Eli. lama sabachthani?" Matt. 27. 
46, and "It is finished," John 19. 30. 
The AV.ords in. the -Syriac tangue, 
though not given in our lesson, are 
of special interest taut for two rea­
sons. They are. the' first Avords of 
Pisa. 22. Theçre i,s an old Jewish .cus­
tom Avhich has turned this psalm into 
a death song of the orthodox HetrroAVs. 
(All over the world Jcavs in. dying 
strive to repeat this psalm. This 
does not preclude the statement that 
there Avas a special application of the 
words in our Lord's cask; but it should 
make reverent students go sl-b.v in 
their discussions of the sense in which 
it could be said that Gold had forsak­
en him. The other reisdn Avhich is 
of special interest is; that the words 
are Syrian. That was the language 
in. Avhich our TJbrd’s earliest thoughts 
were uttered in his boyhood's home. 
He gave up the ghost. He dismissed 
his spirit. Died of his- awn will.

‘47. When the fcenturicn Saw Avhat 
was done, he glorified God, saying, 
Certainly this was a righteous man. 
That the Roman officer who super­
vised! the crucifixion should be so im­
pressed by the supernatural environ­
ments would deeply impress all who 
read the gospel. The loud cry imme­
diately followed by death, and the 
Avoir d then spdken by our Lord struck 
the centurion as peculiarly marvel­
ous, interpreting the other awful cir­
cumstances of the crucifixion. He 
saAv in our Lord’s sufferings and the 
wonders attending them, proofs of a 
divine and superhuman power.

-48. All the people that came togeth­
er to that elight. The crowds that 
Avere .ever ready to watch capital pun­
ishment. Just such crowds Avould as­
semble tc-day, but our laws compel 
capita), punishment to be administer­
ed in private. Brno le their breasts. In 
accordance with oriental demonstra­
tion. Smiting the breast was the pen­
itent act of the publican in the par­
able. " This beginning of fear and 
sorrow,” AvriA.es Dr. Jones, " may have 
become Avith many of them a repent­
ance unto life after the day of Pente­
cost.” Returned. To the city.

49. All his acquaintance. His friends 
and associates. The Avomen that fol­
lowed him from Galilee. Not only t he 
certain women of Avcalth and social 
eminence contributed to his prosper­
ity, but there are many indications 
that women followed in his train as 
kind of disciples.

BO. A mail named Joseph, a coun­
selor. He was at once a member of 
the Sanhedrin and a disciple of Jes-

51. The same had not consented to 
the counsel and deed. He and Nico- 
demus may not have been notified of 
the meeting of the Sanhedrin, but as 
we have already noted there are indi­
cations in the gospel narrative that 
there was a very vigorous defense for 
Jesus, and one might suppose that 
Joseph and Nicode/mus were this de­
fense. Waited for the kingdom of 
God. Planing their lives wit h regard 
to the coming of the Messiah.

C2. This man went unto Pilate, and 
begged the body of Jesus. A bold 
deed, thus to defy public opinion, and 
especially the opinion of his fellow- 
counselors.

53. Took it down. Armed with the 
governor’s warrant, he drew out the 
nails, and reverently lowered his Mas­
ter’s body in his own sepulcher. Pil­
ate only gave the permit after a guar­
antee from the centurion that Jesus 
was dead. Fine linen such as the 
Lord’s bodAvas now wrapped in was 
a luxury. He took him down from 1 he 
cross Avith the assistance of Nieode- 
mus, and probably of other disciples. 
His tomb Avas in a garden near the 
place of the crucifixion, and had been 
intended h>' Joseph for his OAvn fam­
ily*. Thus Avan he with the rich in 
<!••;. th. Sec Isa. 53.9.

IN THE ELEVENTH HOUR.
Cholly—I Avead an. article in thee 

pa pah that said the size of families 
in this country Avas getting much 
smaller lately. It kind of makes a 
man glad he was bohn, don’t it?

Iteggy—ùVav, I dunno. Why?
Ciholly—Because if he wasn’t al­

ready bohn the pwospects are that 
he Avouhln’t be, don't you know.

REGULAR IN HIS IRREGULARITY.
Old Bullion—young man named 

Jobson has applied to me for a posi­
tion. He says that you know) him. I> 
he a man of regular habits ? i

Old Golchox—R gular habits 1 I 
should say ho was 1 He has" a regular 
habit of getting drunk three times a 
week.

PLAGUE OF DEVIL FI«.
COUNTLESS HORDES HAVE INVADED 

THE ENGLISH CHANNEL

Almost Destroyed the Local Lobster itfcd
Grab FI.bevies — Size of the Horrid
'Monsters—The Scourge In line to Uot
Summers and Ulld Winter.».

A plague as horrid im its way as 
any of those from Avhich the ancient 
Egyptians suffered has assailed the 
south coast of England. Countless 
hordes of octopuses—the devilfishes of 
Victor Hugo—have invaded the Eng­
lish Channel and have swarmed along 
the shores of Devon and Cornwall in 
such numbers as to beggar belief. Tra­
veling about in marauding armies they 
have Avell-nigh destroyed the local 
lobster and crab fisheries by devour­
ing those crustaceans wholesale, and 
on the French side of the strait espe­
cially in the Department of Finistère, 
they are thrown upou the beaches by 
the sea after storms im such quantities 
that their loathsome bodies have been 
gathered up and removed by hun­
dreds of carl loads to prevent yiem 
from endangering the public health 
by rotting.

Many of these creatures have a 
spread of six feet or more, the ten­
tacles being three feet in length and 
covered with suckers as big as 50c 
pieces. But specimens have becn 
seen very much greater in size, and 
individuals are known sometimes to 
attain a measurement of 16 feet from 
arm tip to arm tip. That tha larger 
ones will readily attack human be­
ings is Avell known, the sucking discs 
with which the arms are provided 
holding the victim with a force equal 
to some horse-power. Once fairly em­
braced by the animal, there is email 
chance for the strongest man, unless 
he is- lucky enough to have a big 
knife or a spear.

The most surprising point about the 
plague referred to is that the octo­
pus hae rarely been seen hitherto in 
British waters—so rarely, indeed, that 
during many years past specimens 
could only be obtained for aquaria in 
England at long intervals, and 

HALF A SOVEREIGN 
was frequently paid for a small one 
alive. It is very numerous in the 
Mediterranean, and ranges as far 
north as the south side of the English 
Channel, which is its extreme limit 
ordinarily. Seemingly, the present 
scourge is due to a series of hot sum­
mers and mild winters, which have en­
couraged the propagation of the dis­
gusting mollusk—by nature a warm- 
water animal—and possibly other con­
ditions may have helped it to multiply 
in unprecedented numbers. Its mark­
ed increase was first noticed along the 
French shores in 1893, and recent i; 
vestigations go to show that, after 
having exhausted the available food 
supply on that side of the strait, the 
overplus migrated in swarms across 
the channel to England.

First there was an abnormal mul­
tiplication of the poulps in the neigh­
borhood of the Channel Islands and 
along the French coast ; then came 
overcroAvding and a consequent scar­
city of food, and finally armies of the 
octopods advanced across the channel 
to the English shore. One of the first 
signs of its arrival upon the shores 
of Dover and Cornwall was the ap­
pearance of great numbers of crabs, 
which had been driven into the shal­
low waters by the marauding mol- 
lusks. The latter enter the traps of 
the fishermen and destroy the lobsters 
and crabs Avhich have been caught, 
and sometimes the seine nets arc lit­
erally burdened with the writhing, 
pulpy monsters.

THE FEMALE OCTOPUS 
makes her nest in any sheltered and 
convenient hollow in the rocks. There 
she lays her eggs, which in due time 
hatch out young octopods. One of the 
curious phenomena incidental to the 
recent plague has been the finding 
of immense numbers of minute pulps, 
not long hatched, and hardly bigger 
than grains of rice. Not much is known 
a.s to their rate of growth, but it is 
believed that they do not reach full 
siz? until they are about 8 years old.

The presence of the devil fishes in 
such great numbers in the English 
Channel being due to unusual condi­
tions, i.t is expected that the plague 
will not last very long. One severe 
winter would probably destroy a ma­
jority of them. Meanwhile, however, 
they have done va sit; damage to fish­
eries, devouring immense numbers of 
oysters as well as edible crustaceans 
and scientific expertbs have been tr3'- 
ing to find some means whereby the 
enemy may be fought. In Plymouth 
Sound experiments have been made re­
cently in fishing for the poulps with 
pots such as are used in the Mediter­
ranean.

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
the octopus is regularly fished for and 
used for food. Pitcher-shaped earth­
en pots are attached at fixed intervals 
to a long line and lowered to the bot­
tom, the cord to which they are fast­
ened being buoyed at the ends so that 
it may be found again. Every few days 
the line is ihtauled up, and it is not 
uncommon to find every one of the 
pitchers occupied by a devil-fish. The 
poulp, being a soft-bodied animal, is 
an easy pieiy to many enemies, and 
on this account it eagerly takes ad­

vantage of any suitable shelter. The 
jugs, which are not batted in any way, 
afford ideal places of concealment, the 
octopus occupying the interior and 
spreading its tentacles from the 
mouth. Hence the effectiveness of 
these queer traps.

The Chinese consider the octopus 
great delicacy for eating, and it is 
similarly relished in many other parts 
of the world. JLn the graves of ancient 
Peruvians, buried Avith the mummies 
have been found in large numbers ob­
jects which were for some time sup­
posed to be desiccated human eyes. 
In realit>', however, these objects are 
e>res of octopuses, which were regard­
ed, evidently, as charm's of value.

PENSIONING THE OLD MEN.

Australian Colonies introducing System 
of Old Age Pensions.

The agitation for old age pensions 
in the Australian colonies has attract­
ed considerable interest of late. New 
Zealand and New, South Wales have 
led the way in this matter, each colony 
having a rather elaborate scheme, 
while Victoria follows a little more 
timidly.

Sir William Lyne’s scheme in Vic­
toria is at least bold in scale. He will 
will give a pension of 10s. a week 
Avhere New Zealand gives only 7s. and 
is prepared to reduce the age line to 
sixty years. He recognizes thrift, too; 
the possession of a small income is not 
to be regarded as a disqualification 
for a pension. The scheme Avhen in 
full operation, will cost the colony be­
tween $2,000,000 and $2,500,000 per an 
num, and never before, in the history 
of civilization, did a community of a 
Utile over 1,000,000 people make so 
magnificent a provision for its aged. 
Sir William Lyme expects to recoup 
himself part of the cost of the old 
age pensions by a reduction in the 
vote for public charities, but; this xvill 
probably prove a delusion. What real­
ly inspires him with the financial cour­
age to attempt so bold a scheme Ls the 
fact that, when the New South Wales 
tariff js brought up to the general fis­
cal standard of Australia, there will 
be a magnificent surplus, which will 
be paid into the State, treasury.

A GIANT UNDERTAKING.
The cost of these schemes outruns 

all calculation. Mr. Seddon reckoned 
that his pension scheme would cost 
$4410,000 per annum. Already the ex­
penditure has reached $1,000,000 per 
annum. The copt for the other col­
onies will necessarily be greater than 
that for Nexv Zealand. Mr. Seddon cal­
culated that there were 20,000 per­
sons in New Zealand over sixt3r-five 
years of age. In Victoria there are 
54,000 persons over that age-line. In 
New South Wales, with a lower age 
limit, the number of claimants avili be 
still greater, and, Avith a higher rat 
the expenditure, must far outrun that 
of New Zealand. On the New South 
Wales scale Great Britain would have 
to spend something like $60,000.000 ner 
annum in old-age pensions.

NEW STAMP ISSUED

The British Ciovcrnine:it Is Arranging to 
Issue Them Soon.

It is yet too early to state the ex­
act nature of the alterations, that 
will be made in the stamp issue of t&e 
United Kingdom, inasmuch as the 
Treasury, the Inland Revenue Depart­
ment, and the PostoffLce, the three 

Government offices concerned in the 
matter, have not yet come to an 
agreement. HoAvever, correspondence 
has passed betwen them, and an early 
decision is expected. One obvious and 
necessary change, Is, of course, that 
the head of King Edward VII. will 
replace that of Queen Victoria on all 
stamps. But the question that is ag­
itating the minds of the officials is 
the position of the King’s head. It 
will, as in the present issue, be plac­
ed within a circle, but a suggestion 
has been made from an influential 
quarter that the head should be re­
versed.

All the green adhesive stamps will 
be abolished and carmine-colored 
stamps substituted for them. The post- 
office has been obliged to make this 
change, on account, it is understood, 
of the discovery that the green col­

oring matter used in the printing of 
these stamps Ls of a poisonous char­
acter. The other colors are absolute­
ly free from any such suspicion. 

WILL BE EXPENSIVE.
The cost of the change may be es­

timated when it is stated that not 
only has a die to be cut for each sep­
arate stamp, but stamps being print­
ed In sheets, each individual stamp 
in the sheet must have a die. Eigh­
teen postage stamps, ranging in value 
from one halfpenny, to £5, will be 
affected by the change. These stamps 
are, of course, also available for in­
land revenue and telegraphic pur­
poses. There are also two series of 
embossed envelopes, one bearing a 
halfpenny and the other a penny 
stamp., which require separate dies 
né well as newspapers avrappers and 
postcards. The preparation of these 
dies will occupy at least a twelve­
month, and when they are ready the 
printing of the new 'stamps Avili be 
begun at once. Gradually the stamp 
wLlh the familiar head of the Queen 
will pass out of use, and find a place 
only m the albums of collectors.

WHAT THE NINETEEETH CENTURY 
RECEIVED AND WHAT IT GAVE.

A Long List of Inventions—They Added 
Enormously to the World’s Material 
Prosperity and Convenience— ffc Are 
Now Confronted With Divinity.

If one turns to the various inven­
tions of the nineteenth century that 
have so completely transformed in­
dustries, added many new ones, chang­
ed the modes of life of nations and 
added enormously to material pros­
perity and convenience, as well as in­
creased the means of enjoyment al­
most beyond expression, the list if 
long and incomparable, These inven­
tions are often thought of as science 
itself, but as science is not mechan­
ism, but a body of correlated princi­
ples. The one is law, the other aa 
illustration of its validity.

We received the horse and ox ; we 
bequeath the locomotive, the automo­
bile and the bicycle.

We received the goose quill ; we 
bequeath the fountain pen and type­
writer.

We received the scythe ; we be­
queath the mowing machine.

We received the sickle ; we bequeath 
the harvester.

Wo received the sewing and knit­
ting needle ; we bequeath the sewing 
and knitting machines.

We received the hand printing press[ 
Ave bequea.th the cylinder press.

We received the typesetter ; we be­
queath the linotype.

We received the sledge ; we bequeath 
the steam drill and hammer.

We received the flintlock musket j 
Ave bequeath automatic Maxims.

We received the sail ship, six 
weeks to Europe ; we bequeath the 
steamship, six days to Europe.

We received gunpowder; we be­
queath nitroglycerin.

We received the iiand loom ; we 
bequeath the cotton gin and woolen 
mill.

We received the leather fire bucket ; 
we bequeath the steam fire engine.

We received wood and stone struc­
tures ; we bequeath twenty-storied 
steel structures.

We received the staircase; we be­
queath the elevator.

Wo received Johnson’s Dictionary 
with 20,000 words ; we bequeath the 
modern dictionary with 240,000 words.

We received 22 000 000 speaking the 
English language ; wc bequeath 116- 
000,000.

We received the painter’s brush and 
easel ; we bequeath lithography and 
photography

We received the loadstone ; we be­
queath the electro-magnet.

We received the glass electric ma­
chine ; we bequeath the dynamo.

We received the tallow dip; wo be­
queath the arclighl and the incan­
descent.

Wo received the four-inch achroma­
tic telescope ; Ave bequeath the four- 
foot lens.

We received two dosen members of 
the solar system ; we bequeath 500.

We received a million stars ; we be­
queath 100,000,000.

We received the tinder box ; we be­
queath the friction match.

We received ordinary light ; we be­
queath Roentgen rays.

We received the beacon signal fires; 
wc bequeath the telegraph, the tele­
phone and wireless telegraphy.

Wo received the weather unannounc­
ed ; wo bequeath the weather bur­
eau.

We received less than twenty known 
elements ; we bequeath eighty.

We received the products of dis­
tant countries as rarities ; we be­
queath them as bountiful as heme 
productions.

We received history ns events re­
membered and recorded ; we bequeath 
the kineloscope.

We received the past as silent ; we 
bequeath the phonograph, and the 
voices of the dean may again be 
heard.

We received pain as an allotment 
to man ; we bequeath ether, chloro­
form and cocaine.

We received gangrene ; avo bequeath 
antiseptic surgery.

We received the old oaken bucket ; 
we bequeath the driven well and the 
water tower.

We received decomposition helpless­
ly: we bequeath cold storage.

Wo received foods for immediate 
consumption ; we bequeath the can­
ning industry.

Wo received butter solely from milk; 
we bequeath oleomargarine.

We received I he hedgerow and the 
rail fence ; we bequeath the barbed 
wire fence.

We receivea cement steel; we be­
queath Bessemer steel.

We received unlimited dependence 
upon murcles; we bequeath automa­
tic mechanism.

The account is clearly not exhaus­
tive, but. one thing more ought to be 
added. Physical research has brought 
us to an apparent boundary. The 
knowledge we have of the nature of 
matter and of the ether seems to im­
ply that the forniPr is n fcriT 
eïgy of the ether in the ether, and 
as the latter is frictiunless no mechan­
ics of the energy we know and meas­
ure is competent to organize a first 
atom. It implies the existence cf oth­
er energy, other modes of action and 
non-compulsory activity—that is, in­
telligence controlling factors behind 
all that we call the visible universe. 
There one «s confronted with divin­
ity.


