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■I 'il;! ■ . i I ; i i ! • ■ pat. rua! di-.
l’i i"• Mix Auxi , lux! 1- 
"* girl, employ. •!' "ni tiw fac­
tory <>f Simon Austin, thon ;i man 
"I giea1 wealth «uni g«;..d social 
position : a man purs.-proml, arro­
gant. «nul * 11111 of Lis o\v;i i:u‘- i '-
tîUlVi’. W l'vll lus - ".h • !:]; | i,!'
i.loii>;, ■ i. inoillgi Iî son ami hoir.
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IX : Mar .

a. i>it iit. .hi'i 
• my own way. dear.
I )-> you j-\ . r fail to. got that ?" i 
the laughing ipiery. for some

liar 
: inai« (.1 IV 

i; x "il i

w
tiling in hi 
fro-.li hope 
inart.

t.'h a lorn:. "111:. I b g yuiir p trloil ” said 
i a 'vti u'. ( a; lain Somvis.itaJiv hastily tried 

mcjni'a ii.1 la! a vou;l I.. Iiittvr ■' io disvi.iimglv the lace.

“ You were not tu hlame, Cap­
tain Somers," said Miss Mary 

door-bell ,,t i he statel y mansion to Worthin'1'.

death to thrust aside now.

iiev« was no need to pull tin

Wile s 
to Chi

t. ,ivv« to!,! him of his h.Xe f «V •ivtly x ai y p . ,r house win

1 Margaret Hay a factory gii !. 1 * v - a bright Christ mas

„ ing in the fact in ; aiding l.'USU, keie'd'Simon Au .tin,

a.i we ring c:tlico dr.. ■ees. and er vning in tile shalil.y plac

a i 1er,' iix ing. the old man vas ;i lack of woman .' d:i

■i :■■■ ;
- Hit. 
‘.’list 0
tri-vi.
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I have Sleighs 
Family Sleighs a v 
are offered at prie. • 
money at lionrt by 

All my \v •!•!< 
Don't loi’x. ;

. or I,.,;

. .V. gcill « ...

! My lié I. si- 
Kiel) g'->v 
T.iiti )■ / -il

; i • lin i»tm x * tie

i«mi < 1 ' ini'll.- vil »: 
in »v civ ni l i i

in he l.i !■; 1 i ill) go'i

iii-: »r v. m ml.-» » I, 
look Muilinc rvuu‘1
; lie.vi;- i eiml ;

<*v. * While Aivagth « 
i «■ ;m i helji lor yonts. * 
« ' lie < i,i . tin i> trei— 

:•»'.• e l Chri

maniav in his fun'.

could

a \ ei y mean r mm in a 
iv the sun o: 
ii turning xxa- 

Everything
1 told of the 

iv and love.— 
Dust hung upon everything : Dis- 
oider reigned. There were no

face gave a which Simon Austin led his grand- ! 
tries Austin's o hihl. K.iger hands were waiting 

! to open its poi tals wi«|e; eager 
e\'is were watching lor the coin­
ing 1 tin1 pair. I'ender arms and 
strong hands led Simon Austin 
ne i the parlor : Margaret's hisses 

del; warm and caressing ui«m hi 
wrinkled cheeks: (

>1,1 cdcll.in'.

not see Unit the girl, «laintv tri!h-< of die'

. i

man u: 
i he grat 
lnvakl'a -
i linger .,

, _____f. ____ oi m
was pleasing in manner, refined i>i | eui-tain.x were dingy and crook 

| taste, well educateil .and sweet the carpet torn and dirty, 
-tempered, one to brighten any 
home, and make any good man 
thoroughly happy, lie .ax- n 
1, -■ e 'iuiiiand ; h.:i. l' 1 mai i' V 

I should end thou anti ;h: ( has.'
I Austin, utterly liiiurciisinincd i” 
he crossed in any fancy, refused 
obedience, never bcl'oiv exacted, 
and the conversation ended in a 
stormy .ipuurel and tie- young 
man’s expulsion from home.

lint with a good fortune that 
does not often follow disobedient

ih Han 
muting :

" D.mdpa's turn 
I hringed ilamlpa !"

n: Uhl ! ' i -\V , . i ft tTil) j W.V I

! i 1üx M! 
nit- mai

. i i g
i - !

which
Hi

that 1,1
. tree

" It i< (|iiite inexcusable, Mary 
— ! mean. Miss Worthing,\ said 
the Captain, as in his tyemor he 
entangled the holly still more.

" i ll-,, cut the lace." said the 
lady

u'ertainly not. I will get it
:■ ■ - , loose immediately. I would thatiarh.es hand , ■'

I could unntvel all entanglements
as easily.”

“ For instance said Miss 
: Worthing.

i’hat which you have wound
, Theiv was no pride could stand “iuni* '“.v heart. Mary . 

v -, , . I against this loving, sincere wel- " That is not very conmlimen-
jeome. so pride collapsed. f.ry. I aptam homers ; 1 don t care

" ^ mi really '.vaut, me, Charlie *”• forgotten.- 
In old man fait. red. •' It is not " When you have forgotten me, 

mere charily : : twouh. he licttev if I could forget
la I ’uv out side, lnil very often his I i i i s h ! whispered Margaret.0,1 sU1‘b"' 
muddy C”!fee, stale InVad, and ho not grieve him hy such a! " I'erhaps 1 haven’t forgotten
tough chop or steak were the sole Lv''"i'd. H<‘ "'ill neVei- lie liappv I.Votl, .Ijick."

twenty four hours, until yo.i come home, dear father.”

>y overcoat
to ]iis knees

Santa Tlau-

a:vl rang for = ;»«.• p-.i-ir! 
ids !mdlady j.iuvi-led.
! tea lie Wits suppose; i

| repast of tin Nor forgotten me, either ?”
It was ( hristieas l)ay, and no - nd so Christmas once ag.ain ■' T ] ; eve w«as nothing" to forgive 

business took the old man abroad : ! gathered up the tangled threads l—] don't remember what our 

so, after the untempiing tray was j"f estrangement and knit them :,jnarrcl xy.asd’ /
removed, lie took a newspaper and | into strong bands of home love. | "Maw 1 have la-en a bme____ ”

S Chrisimas Caul,

sons. ( hurles was at once taken’drew, shiveringly. to the lire. But! 
into the employ and iavor of his . |H.|'II!V )K. |ia,l vead one column 
mothers brothel, nil eccentric old there came a knock at the door, 
bachelor, who gave the young von-: and then it opened wide, and do- It 
l'h-' a home in his own luxurious sod again behind a child -a little jdueed Captain Sum, :s lie took

A BIT (IF HOLLA".

_ I
was a mere whim which in-!

“ Let us Loth admit we have 
i been fools. '

My love.''

Be ipiiet, .Jack : you have en-

L X_

ha. "Wo rli.

) il. WILL git 
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mleidoth 
111 L.I,'lies

We do not intend to^îavi vf.tt • i Cm; A : : 
This is simpl)

to call and look over our . V.
this trahie very chea}» to »lo .. t ; hi *

You will be wvlvcin < veo ii y. ; 
think you would uij .\ t!«. -i
things we have to .«how y

Do not forget that we • ;i cr 
yoirbevoDCe a customer you v. VI i, 
of goods bou giit.

Newcastle, Dec. 4, "lSV-j.
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i F Is at once painful and pvv-
; ivxii : $., he an-", er, d by a heavy
sigh whciVjOtiv e-xp’ects an , xdaiu-
atioH of" pleasure ::ml admiration ;
so i: was not-vvondci'iul that Mrs.

| Austin, under these exact condi-
I lions, looked anxiously into her
1 Inisliand s face, She was holding
j ii]i for "his inspection a large wax
doll, one of the treasures for i
Madge, tile blue-eyed darling of 

i four years, wiio was counting the 
days until Santa Claus should 
-."inie. Every stileh of Miss J)«>1- 

! lie's elaborate costume was the 
j work of Mrs. Austin's busy tin- 

worth Igei’s in hours when Mad"

liter 
hoi
them, loved an

tangled the, holly worse than mirror, i n.. J
ape health and ;1 x 11 •

liou-v. It was a imw life to the j gj,.] j„ ;l .piaint Mother "Hubbard-a linal look at his dressing 
I--Id gentleman, and lie took the vioak and hat, witli large blue eyes to snatch a bit of (a
kc« iK'.-t iht-resMii all f ne le.u e- : aud clustering golden curls, and j maideir hair fern froin his button-1 " Oh, hang the holly V’

a-i.im. a."."M:U'g:iret mnnav d i ], oi.Vuig a large liât l-askct fuh of hole. The liuttunhoh-had nothevn| - No. .lack, ratlici Ictus bless it.
fresh, heaiili. nl l! .wer.s. While neatly made up. and the agitated j Wc might have drifted apart but1 mourned the old r
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was
•••"lO ilieaming of full stockings and 

Christinas trees, an 1 the last stitch 
set, thv result was displayed fur 
" papa's” approval,

! Now liana was unite us devoted 
■ some!
Cluist- *:l Parent to -Madge and two year 

is, j Harold as mamma, and took deep
2ïaC0 interest in all nursery matters.—

ives :houhl may he that the memory of two 
y of the late other curly heads and baby faces 
d. I that had brightened the nursery

I for a few brief months and then 
! lu en hidden hy coiiin lids deepen­
ed th? love for the children who 
came later to Vomfort the aching 
hearts. But it is very certain that 
the little Austins were as much 
loved and petted as children could 
he, and did nut drei.u more hope­
fully of Christmas treasures than 
their parents did lovingly of sup­
plying them.

E - it was with some alarm, too 
that Mrs. Austin put aside her last 
triumph of needlework and threw 
her arm around her husband’s 
neck.

" AVluit is it, Charlie ?" she ask­
ed.

lie drew her in 
irace before he sai:l

CfJ
F“H
to.

chiidren. and dying, when Madge 
t\a« but a year old. h ft his entire 
large estaie to his •• h. l„vcd 
nephew. Charles Austin."

And while the sunshine of pros­
perity had no cloud- for his way­
ward son'the father's fortunes hail 
gone all awry. Some commercial 
panic was the first blow to Simon 
Austin, and an vil'ort to iepair the 
loss hy speculation only added to 
disaster. He missed the cool,clear 
head, of the son who had of late 
years been his active timber, tlie 
judgment he had lirst trained and 
then trusted t" guide bis large bu­
siness. He was angry, and his

lue old mini 
amazement, sli - 
childish voice :

" I f you phots

iazed at her ill silent ; lingers of Captain Somers had ! for a sprig of - holly.”
said a sweet made it look worse. As lie took j

, dear gramlpapi
1 am your Christmas card '. ' 1aside am

“ Who sent you here ? What is 
yoni name C

" Mamma, brought me her

, it out, it tell to pieces in his hands ; I < >\ 
atlho tossed the discarded flower!

looked impatiently 
round. A sprig of holly caught

THE ABSURDITY 

CHRISTMAS.

OF

; his eyes. It was only a tiny 
jcoup.e of leaves, with a small curly
1 btul which promised other leaves 

am Maggie Austin, dear grandpapa, : i,y..m,i„iiy
—" and then, half frightened at1
tin1 strange face «and the poor room, j, “ Twi11 'lo as well as any thing,” 
the child's face Iilied ami her lips 1,0 ",uUvml, "I need not care
trendiled. " I want to go home f’! mnd‘ wl,at 1 WA<’ lltl a.ldv,l
.'he whispered. j wlth :l as Ih' toward

; the drawing-room, where he hoped 
•Dont cry:'Mr. Austin said, y,.t t|>Ui!ct ft,)m

linding his senses, and taking her \ wh<)m t]ireo vea,.s bcf()l.v ,,u lmi1
angry impulses led him into dire j >'ito bi> arms, very t -nderly, too. | parted in hitter anger
blunders, until he grew so involved ! ' 1 L>n t cry, dear. I will "take you j

It is possible to meet, however, 
in such circumstances and yet be­
tray no feeling. He had laved 
the arabs on the sands of the 
Soudan since they had last met, 
and faced them without a . tremor 

now he left his heart thump 
wildly ben-ath his waistcoat as 

"Oli : with a very deep-drawn j her hand lay in his. She, too, felt 
sigh, “ was it because you arc up,il throb as their eyes met, but a 
so many stairs? But lie always j woman s pride is as strong as a

that there was no escape, and
tailed lor more than his entire tor- j '■ ( lh, if x ou ]d-xt «-, Iivcause my 

tune. i big"doll is there and all the toys

At once Charles hastened to 
him. offering his entire wealth to 
save him, only to be met by a 
proud, tierce refusal to be under 
any obligation to a disobedient 
child or his beggar wife.

Santa Claus brought, and brother 
Harry. What did Santa Claus 
bring you ?"

" Nothing :”

Over and over again, as .poverty
became more and mon 
the mail broken and aged, did 11is 
son implore him to-allow bint to 
help him. otter him a home, love 
care, obedience even, only to be 
thrown Lack with angry scorn.

A proud man always, Simon 
Austin cherished his wrath as the 
last rvniiiaiit of the old arrogance,] 
and would not Lend one inch.
He found letters telling him ano-

Litter to iconics to our house, a ml maiiuiia 11111111 s courage and not a twitch

Chri-tmas is rot. What on 
earth do people want to go beast- 
iy long journeys in cold weather 
for ? and why should a follow 
have to put himself into active 
training for dyspepsia and stuff 
himself with goose and roast beef 
and turkey ? And then fearful 
indigestible plum- pudding, and 
those nightmare inviting mince 
pies — dreadful 1 As for the 
amount of alcohol in various 
forms that people imbibe, injuring 
their own health drinking other 
people's—downright degrading.— 
Consider, too, the childish ex­
travagance you indulge in at 
Christmas parties, right down 
puerile. I call it. Fancy playing 
at forfeits, pulling crackers, dress­
ing up in colored paper caps and 
things. Then everybody has to 
sing, whether he can or not, and 
you tire yourself dancing with a 
lot of sillv girls, and make an

said, perhaps, to-day. lie would betrayed emotion on that * calm idiot, of yourself kissing them
bring us our grandpapa ! Wc 'ace.
haven't got any now, you know,] They were in a eountr; 
and mamma said if lie did come,|at a Christmas

under the mistletoe. I’m really 
very glad the .lollifokcs haven’t 
asked me down this year. I shall 
have a cosy (piict day to myself 
and if the servants are out, and

house
I.........-—-.......... . gathering—-where

we would love him just the same jt]„.y would meet daily-almost 
as papa, and lie w.mld love us. ; hourly—during the next fortnight-,
Ami please, grandpapa, so we will." j Captain Somers had feared the first |t,l(' l:l,"llivly llils «•>««-> to her 

Am! here the child put h -v little ! noting -that oxer, however, ]„,( mothers, like the other stupids 
iarm-; around the head bent low j;,|t ln,„.v ilt IW,( .u|1| ,lt ' ’liristiiiassing, I don’t care. I
| before her, ami lilted the face ^the dinner table would have fan-! s,m,l v ally enjoy myself in a 
: i|uiveringand tear-stained. ,.]..,] tlmt the handsome soldier had

” i Mi, dont cry! <>h. ]ilea.-e, eav.se for uneasiness.
nymous sums ol motley were in 
the bank in bis name, and xvrote | 1 ,|1- ''"'i t cry. i Mi, |ileasi
Jack- refusing to claim them. Ile I11"'11 don't cry : only naughty girls

and buys! Oh f and again tin

i iI ■
j '* I tm t my father again to-daC
i Mavgaii-t. it will kill ..... to hex-
j things go on so. He was doxvn 
right shabby. i"«■■ -1 >L• ami broken

letusing to claim them. ! le 
mi-.tnisted ex cry offer of service, 
us dictated by bis son. and return-1 terror found voice in tliejilea: " I 
(■d ! I t'iiai ! s every ei'a’i of aid want to go homo f 

s.mt t.i him, often p. rj.h'xing bis j "Vex Y,.s ' | xvjil take you
xvh: ! lchl n.it cotne home. Bring your tiowers, child, 
h lie i.lxx'.ays relu- This i- no place for lloxvei's or—or

arils

cHltb . i : i

,1,

in fiii-1
'inuk iiii'l -» i k that I

Suitable for Ckristra
I bave on hand a large stevk of

v PRIME
Teas, Uofftt , t'.rantiLfwt . >

1.'

r i

kk

CAHI'3

'in great variety, Cravker< •>: :V i.i ; ! . >t.ie :

;PB

A'liacan.
« l a]>s,

‘ s 1. 'Ills
at

prices.
: M i [it 
;hi -,

.! .ilia;b ii -i 
' at «. « ,

! vould not !-.■•«-]> the trais 
j.y,

.ut

I lire,apsp
I'ur,;11'”"1
ex- ! L .me :

| saitl :
V....

I could 
tl'e.'t.".'

lint oil 
j And

f my
lint be xxi.uld not -i|-r.'tk to 

! sai-l all 1 could siiv in tin- 
and tried to follow him 
hut lie stopped short and 

1 do not know you, ~ir , 
ill cea u to annex' tue f —

.11 i.y sell' I ill 
i'oiiriiim. tli'o.

: s.'d to believe this.

A ad 1 ■ i 1 : old and 
i In all h. !e auk f .v. . j 
j filial-1.-- to till iuvra.tix. 
and ialxin;: l!.’ xvi.rk 

j him barely fo. .| a;..I ; 
viol liihg.

j \ ery sadly tie soli and hi- x\ i!
talked of the illlpossil.ilit v of lu |]

in ok. || in 
ml lower. 
].,. ii i«,n^ 

It.-I gaxe 
1 l”.o",v--t

: — < ’livistmas

Down't lu 
t.ld man Ivtl 
xx ali'h! ul lh; 
m.l -lip m.i

crazy ol.l 
the child 

l the litlh 
I Ulldi!.:.

•tans 
1 "I id 
fell

Captain Somers decided that he 
i would go to the conservatory for a 
smoke a lonely smoke, and a 
think. His love for Maw Worth-i 

ing was not dead, lie had tried! 
to coin inee himself that it xx .'t - 
dead. but he lutiml that it xxas m.i 

the so. Biu. rlx did lie lioxx
11x til,, si-llx |.,\el s I|U,|| n i xx bit
lid .sex eretl them three Xfill

sensible rational manner ; a,nd as 
for——Hallo ! a telegram ? ‘Let­
ter miscarried. Do come d.own 
tomiglit. if possilile. Maud here; 
also all boys and girls. Do nofc 
disappoint.—Jui.ui'i KK.’

Wlvoop: Hurray: Where’s
my (lladstone ? Where’s my 
di e-. , suit, uiv shirts, my hoots, my 
e\t rything ' 1 lip hip-hooray !

«( n 'vj\\nI1t | iiaxV a good old time
1 jd’.xxii there \\ith the .lollifokcs, 

"h hm 1 , i ...... ,.................. i , i x ...ij then 
I*tTort— !

ax i ■II -exI hi i.iigh a tpiai f. I t liai mi dit
the sttmiv -1reet -. miliei'iling the plained axv.i x in a couple of 
i" 'hi. she xx.atked Ii<• him, pratt I-, utes, even if it had.been xx «.vth ex 
in..' ol h«r Ii,.;,..'. aii'l of (lit- deitr plaining, lie had left lit a aim.” 
gi'andiiapa ihar -It. had

not make a scent' in

I lo it r
.. i „

! hci".'was a ehokmg s.iiiud in 
:t h'- Austin s \ « lice as 11" tva-”. 1

: ; .sj.eaKHig oio
11 i !....... I.... .I,,.

tn choice gi.i-s - l'icar, . !!o! 0
Lan! uihI Cottol-t’e, r-c 

Semlries in (Jrockerywarc ...-t ' :
stock of other goc.l-t who !i I .

Newcastle, Uec. 4, IStti.

-ftl!

• ..•nig a in,in, h 
ob that xx ou lit lia x 

tear

mg oil:

i Mar,. >i

" ' i.
m • t. ■
1 xx ill ■

who xx mild lto| let eux up-
itH.li him until Middenl 
-i cried : i

i ! i : t v t

lit Ugh l to r >\

Thai xx;.' 
mem; N,,

■in nil's e >llld

1 lie

t i xvif^tt.iir father 
•nd hi: a s 'h’-i-t e -

v0S6pi‘i, ù - D^vcy. x-i i\

N • Wc: ; -1 '■

Oiarke.1

ow.d. Mr- An-iin - 
«'ailing fast

At ' 'hri'tma - t i i : i _ to 
Ils U'l.'IvS' I

■ III

It

I le­ ts: I.-;
j ].resent . t lull lie : I, 
i them 1 .ack ex viy x -ar

ias

she
• ml
.in

not

Let I 
will

• tit ,i will
! i ■ : a-k ; :,x 

" ■ try. and see 
not diii" with ii-

it Ml MV

■our fat!

have I 
citl-. 11 ; th .sirati 
t Li - ehiid talked 
ohi man ol ih. ].;
nielii and m ruing.

: l.oid, ••. le1 
of the i !; 
if. .
XXa- to let 

: he . \

roxx. 1111Lg ania/e- 
io a fe\\ short 

n ■ alight t- 
• i parent as

.oy> ami the girls. And, 
m.I Right axvax" from this

ii ary dingx ■ itu. t5<jo<I v!d% 
111 ' 'dollifokt Won't I wire into 

.1 th” roast goose ami turkey, and 
!• xx i ■ : : t ! lion iii'to the lizz. Whoopi 

No time I'de I 'Inistiiias after all.’
t1 i el xx. uiitm I-in lie feared from 
!•■ r manner that the woman 
m.* foigixeii him.

it a élu h I -ii"\\ !.e met lier .eu ii-

im
. !

I

>.!:■ told the 
'layer she -aid 

Bi ase dear 
ndj.apa l.i..me 
'.' lie.tie r al. .ill 
ix ' NX la un she

A~ lie eiu a..! 11, ■■."«iiiserx at"i X' 
•axx that It was not imoecni.ied.

t JfiTsaxv u ligure 
aeni'ng where lie

uJ
ti; the dull lig
in white appi 
had | .mi-
ail’.W the

II.
■lx

;e|.| «*].'eu 1

lac . tl 1,
-e.'ell.'e 111 id lo\ V. sllOU h 1 vaUgill file 

"O' home,' opening to thu | Imtionl...d.

,:1,.

"I a-.'ll 
and a- 

xx 11ite Him 
t - aiel iet i am

I holly a I ), i-

' til It,
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IS I INLY

$1.00 per year 
i when paid in ,advance. 
See our liberal clubbing 

; offers io regular issue.
t W. C. Anslow,
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