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stowed and calamities averted, are not without alloy. While other
Countries have been sorely visited, we have mercifully enjoyed health
and tranquility. On the other hand, a renewed visitation, with unmitigat-
ed severity, of the potatoe disease in all parts of the Island, and the fail-
ure of the fishery in many localities, have been followed by great distress
among a large portion of our labowring population.

In closing the last Session of the Legislature, I expressed the hope
that it would not be necessary for me, on our re-assembling, to make a
further appeal to your liberality on behalf of the laboring population ;
but the great and continued prevalence of distress arising from the caus-
es to which I have adverted, aggravated, moreover, by the failure of the
Electric Telegraph Company; rendered absolutely necessary the advancé
of a large amount in excess of the grant for the Relief of the Poor. I
shall cause to be laid before you the details of this extra-expenditure ; and
I rely upon your indemnifying nie for an olitlay, uider all the circum-
stances of it, so unavoidable.

I am glad to be enabled to inform you that the Revenue has exceeded
the estimate made of its probable amount;

T shall direct to be laid before you copies of Despatches on several
matters whith formed the subject of Addresses passed during the last
Session.  From one of them you will learn that Her Majesty’s Govern
ment decline to guarantee the re-payment of the loan of £50,000 request-
ed by you for the construction of Main Lines of Road.

I have the satisfaction of being able to inform you, in reply to your
Addresses on the subject, that Her Majesty’s Government will carefully
maintain our Rights of Fishery, consistently with a faithful observance of
the Treaties with Foreign Powers.

To every country is assigned By Providence its peculiar productions
whlch may be interchanged among men for their mutual benefit. Al
though the climate of this colony is such that no available product is
raised from the soil for export, yet we are more than compensated by the
advantageous position of our shores for the prosecution of a valuable
Fishery. From the reports which I shall transmit to you, you will per-
ceive that the object of the grant of the last Session, for the protection
of the Fisheries from external interruption, has been carried out with
energy, and to the extent of the means afforded, with success. Upon
the prosperity of our Fisheries the general welfare entirely depends : and
it cannot, therefore, be superfluous to urge npon you the essemtial im-
portance of guarding them, not only against encroachments from without,
but against the no less serious detriment to them, resulting fzom the
sale of Bait by our own people on the Southern coast to our great
rivals.



