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THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving Day will be observed through-

out Canada on (xtober 8 Both relatively
and positively there s_much to be thankful
for. The country has been spafed from the
ravages of contending armies.  The sacnfices
both in men and money have been preat. bat
still comparatively less than those that the
belligerent  countries of Europe have been
called upon o mutke The floex] of Prussian
militansm continues to e pressed back, and
the forces oppesed to 1t Rave since the last
dav of natwnal thanksiiving  been preggly
aupmented.  The vear has witnessed the entry
of the United States mnto the war, and the
resources in. men and industrial  foroes  of
100,000,000 of people added 1o those of the
Allies. The submaringf peril which threatened
to isolate Britain, migh still causing heavy
weekly losses, appeans o be losing  foree
Although the tafk of defeating the Run s
proving great bevond the fears of the most
pessimistic, the war resources of the world
are proving equal to the task. | At no thanks-
giving time since the outhrealk of hostilities
has the faith of the demacratic nations in their
ability to curb the war auns of the Teutons
been so firmly fixed as now.  Those who would
hold that Canada has ng cause for thankful-
ness have only to compare what 1s with what
might have been, €o see that there s still reason
why a day of national thanksgiving should he
reverently and carnestly cclebrated

Those who beheved at the begmming of the
war that the testing of nations would result
in_a rehgots revival, have n a large measure
been disappointed. Chostian nations  have
shown that they still trust 1o heavy battalions
rather than to the God of battles for victor
The war has not undermined the matenalism of
the age. "Sir David Beattie, one of the great
commanders which the war has discovered
has openly and repeatedly expressed the hehef
that the Empire cannot hope for victory and
peace until it comes o s knees ' Thanks.
pving » a day for supplcation. as well as for
thanksgiving. The prayer of Canada on ths
Thanksgiving Day should e for greater re-
hance on The spantual and moral forces of Uy
umvers
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THE FUSION MOVEMENT

The sentimental wave of feeling i favor of
win-the-war” candidates for the House of
Commons seems 1o be sweggang o bot of soler
msnuedord psgie ol thewr fest Undomabatedlsy
there are a bt of honest and well mtentned
yeople who believe that “win-the-war” cands
date ,uln‘-.l'_rd by bth the old ll‘l!k al
;n!t.i‘*. are destrable 10 Wostern Canada At
the same time the movement s bemng fostered
by a considerable clement of those who have
wifish ends o serve Aw we ;.uh!nl out last
woek a fusen candidate, o a sandulate clected
on a “win-the-war” platfoem only, can hardly
wirve the best mterests of the |-~:'J! ol Wes-
tern Canada The wlea of snding repres-
entatives o the House of Commons pledged
cnly 1o win the war s dangerous o the demno-

cratic develogment of the country. Thew
witi-the-war candidates are expected to be
woeptable 1o both the Liberal and Con
drvative parties, as well ‘as the indopetdent

thinkers 1 the clectorate This means that
such candidates will Le mere figure-heads in
the House of Commons. They are nt o
prownt any views an questyons outside of those
pnmediately affecting the war.  To send men
down o (Rtawa as members «of the .'lﬂ' od
Commons on & “win-the-war” platform alne
i netther fatr 1o such candidates nor 1o the
;.-.;,E: who elect themn.  Thes country does et

wan! any ‘more rublar stamp methbers in the
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House of Commons. There are too many
there already

What we heed from Westerp ,Canada are
red blooded men or women as candidates, who
know the West, . and have its interests at heart
We want candidates who have deas and
opamons and pohicies on a great many guestions
aside from those actually connected with win.
ning the war.  The Western spinit is in favor
of the prosecution of the war, and s quite as
patnotic as the Dest thaf Toronto can produce
All the Easwwn. members in the House of

- Commons are not by, any means devoting

all théir encrpies to winning the war.  They
are taking care that all the special privileges
that are enjoyved by the big interests are main-
tained and strengthened, If _at the next
clection the West sends down a lot of milk and
water members who have no pificy  except
“win-the-war,” there will be a great deal of
lenslation put through that will be detnimental
to the best interests of Western Canada
There is no doubt that sentimental appeal to
loyalty and patnotism will encourage a ot
of peaple in favor of the tdea of “win-the-war"
fusiomst candiddates. But of the organiacd
farmens and people of the West generally are
wise, they wil) select their best men and
nomunate them amd clect them on an inde-
pendent platform, without any obligations to
cither the Gt or Tory parnty .

Lat us have a number of candidates clected
on the farmens’ platform why will really
reprosent Western opinion in the House of
Commons.  Such meni can join hands with
the government an the prosecuton of the war
n every possible way, but at the same tinw
they can soe that the Westgets o square deal

m other legislation that will come before
parham®nt.  What the West needs in next
parhament is 35 or 40 strong indefendent

Western members. It s not necessary that
they go down o Ottawa with an immediate
demand for the complete fulfillment of - the
farmers’ platform while the war is in progress
But it should be remembered that these men
will be clected for five years, while the war
muy be over in a yoar or two at the most
Then will comé the big problems where we
will need our very hest men. Lot us select
them now and have them ready in the House
of Commons backed up by & powerful Western
publlic opdnkm, so that when the war s over
they can prevent any (urther betrayal of the
best interests of this untry

WESTERN CANADA WINS

At the International Soil Products Ex-
pemitien at Poonia, linas, last week the name
of Western Canada was again blasoned in hold
relied belore the world.  In open competition
the men of these praines showed that they
could grow the best wheat, the Mest onts, the
st rye and the best potatoes in the world,
and that they are incomparably supssior in
thew production of wnall graimns and vegetables
There was no acovdent about it It was the
result of vears of planning, of arduous labor,
of mbinte cupacnty for taking ins, and in
many cass of the most sclentific application
of patsently accumulated knowledge. Never
befure have s many prises come o Canada,
never lefore have they been divided among
such & large number u‘\m and never before
were they won on such a wide vanety of pro-
ducty These winnings desnonstiate ve-
ly the favorableness of cur climate, the quality
Wl our soil and the versatile gonius of our agn-
culturists. Every Canadian who participated
n thas show deserver the heartient congrasala-
tions from bis fellow citisers of Canada. The
hitthe squad that cleaned up ot Pooria did myre
o gdvertine to the world and especially W our
~

southern neighbors, that our prairies are a
good place to grow the finest things that soil
l-;u‘n produce than has ever been accomplished
before

Again the sweepstakes for the best half
bushel of wheat came to Canada, this time
to Manitoba. . Samuel Larcombe of: Birtle ,
showed a halfl bushel of M is that was as
near perfection as it is possi i
This is not the first winning Mr. Larcombe

has
done, though it is his first a at the
International. This makes g fifth time the

championship for the best hard spring wheat
has been won by a Western B3
1912, Henry lluzmu of Ra Alberta,
pocketed . the with , At the
1914, 1915 and 1916

Wheeler brought home the
au-humn.‘itlu latter year

wheat, and now Samuel Larcombe has .
Manitoba on a with her sisters. &
Mr. Larcombe did more, he won third for the

best collection of produsts under an
handicap and it was done
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vanieties of potatoes and the
of prizes of any individual
the world's best potatoes
duced in Northern Saskatchewan
derful tribute to_that provinee.
his many other winnings
Wheeler 1o be one of the
tuses on seed selection
t makes Rosthern a
To M. P. Mountain,
credit of making Manitoba
the sweepstakes oats and
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are A. C ; Manitoba, and W, »
J. Carrothers, Manitoba who stood
next to Mr. Larcombe on wheat; J.
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sx seconds and six thirdy  Saskatchewan men
won twe Tourteen firsts, ten




