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The point we want 1o make s that present

conditions largely tend to hand over politiea
control to men of independent means or of
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not by any means placing » members

Parliament in these classes, but the tendencey
of the times is towards that end We would
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If this condition is to
obvions that we cannot have in Parliament
the men who will accurately and fearlessly
represent the people in the Prairie Provinces
What, then, s to be don How are we to
get the representatives we want ' Can it I
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done otherwise than hy the people them
selves paying all the expenses of the candy
dates them
Many farmers do contribute to the expenses
of the eandidate they support, even giving
them actual aid during the campaign. But
how many farmers do not contribute any
thing to the expenses or to the work of the
campaign. Undoubtedly there should be a
law limiting the expenses of all candidates
and also compelling the publication of con
tributions to the campaign fund, Hefore as
well as after the election dut before that
happy time arrives is there not something
can be done to improve conditions. Let us
suppose that the farmers in certain rural
constituency decide that they would like to
have a certain man represent them at Otta

they nominate to represent

wa. Let us suppose that the only thing they
ask of this man is his time and talent, and
that the farmers themselves
cent of the candidate’s expenses, and each
farmer devotes as much time as he can to
the work of the campaign, and that the can
didate is not asked for any subseription to
local institutions. If the candidate is elected
he is then an independent man, and can af
ford to stand by the people who elected him
His sessional indemnity of £2.500 will meet
his legitimate expenses and he knows he can
vote for what he believes to be right, without
fearing any corporations or any political
leaders. He can also be assured of re-elec-
tion if he honestly works in the interest of
his own people.., This is merely one phase
of the question that is brought up by a eon
sideration of the statement at the beginning
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M} UHKAIN UROUOWLERS GULD}

{ this article We will be glad 10 have 1t
scussed by our readers and believe that
) good can cor fr  frank discussion
1 el TRLR w! n W
] he sul t further Inter o

THE RAILWAYS AND THE PEOPLE

thne of U mt o) wortant st ions now
’ pnently belor ! Canadian publi -
that of t} ntr raiiway porations
! et thiat Ir ' X Press na ! Kra
) ges o ' n ‘ i ¥
" ral el ' ot tha ' Fag
T 0 amj ! - 1 " R
18 ! gilat
4\ : 3 . : ! ~ ’ na n '
ant - ! i u! 3] '
not n s mination = n East
nd West ' ) face
vith ¢ posit . ' ' the p
. @ ¥ 1 ' ist ntr !
« i 1 | ra sve thr i 4 @
n 1 ontrol ! ! NO na
' ling to the la t o ’ !
ntr s U ra VAYS Al present, bt wdging
! ' actu X et n 1 v 1 = ! that
tl miwavs ) | ity el s they | 1.
nd ! t U ef Tunctions wi n o 4
nm l.' » ’ ~ : 1 ) nh' 1 r v \‘\
L | YAVR ¥ rant ! ! nds D
1, ! sthwid . " ~ vl ands ]
rieght ! .‘ ) to ntro t) ra YAYS
annot b jestioned If a radlway company
vas an ordinary private business enterprise
njoymg no special pris ge whiel mild
not ohtained by any eitizen, the publi
irht not ha in right to nter r vt
e harges or 1o &1 Hre what ;ﬂv-?;'-'
secured. hut the Canadian rallwavs ar ry
ar from being 1n that position A railway
franchise in itsell ontains very valuable
privileges It gives the railway ompany

it to take any man's land by expro

Ooses ol

riat if 1t 18 required for the purg

t raiway \ railway Y Cross ;v|;-:1‘
thwavs and do many things whieh a pm

ate business man may not do. And in Can

wda railways have heen given huge sums of
money .qn.l Hnmens: Areas o :,Hl'l .Hl" ”'~
redit of the nation has heen pledged to
enable money to be horrowed at low rates of
ed of taxes, and
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the taxes of private individuals are higher in

opsequencs Evervthing possible has been
lone by Canadian governments to make the
ost of prov iding means of transportation as

low as possible, with the intent that the ser
viee to the publie should be the best and the
charges the lowest The r"\ll“, howey er. has

heen to create an immense mnllnpnl.\‘ 80
powerful that it can often dictate to the
government, and which operates the rail
ways, which have heen ereated with publi
funds and publie eredit, not in the interests
of the publie, but in the interests of the
shareholders and officials The extent to
which the public has assisted the Canadian
Pacific Railway is told in a series of articles
which is concluded in this issue of The
Guide We trust that our readers will care
fully study these articles and so place them
selves In a position to form an intelligent
opinion as to the rights of the publie in this
matter. If the C.P.R. had been built directly
by the government it would probably not
have cost the public one eent more than it
has done Canada has paid for the C.P.R
and might have owned it and operated it for
the benefit of the people. Instead, it is owned
lr.\ 20,000 shareholders, and “l"‘l';ufv'tl for
their benefit And of these 25.000 share
holders only 2,000 are residents of Canada

For the week ending December 7. the
Canadian Pacific Railway earnings amount
ed to £2,771,000, an increase of $293,000 or 12
per cent. over the corresponding week last
year. For the same week the Canadian Nor-
thern Railway earnings amounted to $567,
900, an increase of $£106.300, or 23 per cent,
The Grand Trunk Pacifiec Railway earnings
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If the naval question is to be discussed

from the loyalty standpoint it would be wel
to consider the tariff we impose on Britisl
goods. Of what use is it for the Canadian
people to talk of their love of the Mother
Country and then show it by
hibitive tariffs on
Mother Land

its [..-v-;-[;‘ 1

placing pro
goods from this sam

What is the Mother Land but
What is the use of telling them
we love them and then punish them by keep
ing them out of our markets when they allow
us free access to theirs. The loyalty argu
ment should be tlrnp[n'(l

It is very interesting to have the western
known as
pegging away at
g that this
Country Death in
which would be more appropriate
comsidering its teachings. This journal might

organ of the manufacturers,
Country Life in Canada,”’
The Guide We would

organ alter its name to

Canada
ilso interest its handful of readers by ex
plaining how much assistance it gets from
the protectionists in return for preaching
protection and snarling at The Guide

The Krupp gun works’, of Germany, an
nual report shows a surplus for the year just
ended of $12,500,000. A 12 per cent. divi
dend was declared and 5 per cent. was added
to the reserve fund. Verily, war is a paying
business—for the armor manufacturers.

When the navy question has exhausted the
eloquence of the politicians it is to be hoped
they will devote themselves to some of the
vital problems, such as reducing the burden
of taxation on the common people and com
pelling the rich to bear a fair share,

car



