
A WESTERN SCHOOL ï 
with a

_ WESTERN INSTRUCTORS1

■ roR i^WESTERN FARMERS

smvij

December G, 1011

was rough lumber ami flooring, so wv 
look five inch flooring for the si dus uf 
thr shacks, uml three inch for the floors. 
\t first we used only one ply of boards, 
putting thick felt building paper outside 
the studding, tar paper oxer that and 
then the boards. For roofing we used 
paroid, a tar material costing about the 

. same as shingles, and much easier to put 
on in cold weather. It was cold, too, 
and 1 don’t think any of us really enjoyed 
those first days on the homestead. In 
June, when 1 went over the land, the

__prairie looked its best. I he grass was
green and luxuriant, wild flowers" grew 
everywhere; an occasional bluff of poplars 
gave a welcome shade from the sun, 
and each of tin* little sloughs dotted here 
and there on tin* rolling prairie had its 
family of wild ducks that had never heard 
a gunshot and were not afraid of men. 

A Changed Scene
Now in November all was different. 

Prairie fires had burned off all the grass 
for miles around, leaving the earth bare 
and black. The bluffs looked thin, and 
many of them contained but tin* charred 
remains of young trees. The sloughs 
were dry or frozen to the bottom, and the 
cold wind swept a chill to one's bones. 
While we were putting up tin? first house 
we slept in the tent, but as we had fur 
coats and lots of blankets we kept warm 
at night and in the day time we kept 
our blood in circulation by hard work.
1 was cook, and operated in an outdoor 
kitchen equipped with a heating stove, 
tea kettle, pot ami frying pan. ltccf, 
beans, frozen potatoes and frozen bread 
made by the Doukhobors, who hud a 
village two miles away, were tin* cjpef 
items on tin* menu, but working outdoors 
all day supplied the relish the cook failed 
to impart to tin? fare. In four days we 
had Shepley’s house, which he made 
14x20 feet, with ten foot walls ami a 
peak roof, near enough to completion 
to move in, and we then had a little more 
comfort. Shacks similarly constructed 
were put up for each member of the party 
in turn, 1 being content with a modest 
structure, 12x14 feet, with eight foot 
walls, two large windows and peak roof, 
with a ceiling of stout building paper.

Winter Building Costly 
At $22 uv thousand for rough lumber 

and $.‘10 a thousand for flooring, this 
cost me $7ô for material, the lumber 
costing about $50 and tin* roofing, sash, 
doors, nails, paper and other finish $25. 
My own labor, and that of my neighbors, 
which 1 repaid by helping them, was ' 
worth about another $50. The work 
could probably be done for half that 
cost in warm weather, but driving nails 
uml tucking up tar paper is slow and 
unpleasant work in zero weather with 
a forty mile wind blowing. When all 
of our party had shelter over our heads,
1 settled down to put in the winter as 
comfortably as possible. My shack was 
quite warm as long as 1 kept a fire going, 
but as 1 did not attempt to keep the fire 
on during the night the temperature 
was often down to zero by morning. 1 
had at first only one stove, a small cast 
iron box heater with two holes in tin- 
top, on which I could boil and fry, and 
above this, fitted into tin? stove pipes, 
was a tin drum oven in which 1 baked 
small things, such as pies ami biscuits, 
arid which also helped to warm the shack.

Lazy but Comfortable 
Tiie sto\c stood in the centre of tlie- 

room, ami it was my custom before retir
ing at night to cook next duy's porridge 
in a double boiler and leave it and the 
tea kettle on the stove. Then 1 pri;? 
pared shavings, kindling and stouter 
wood, and left them handy to the stove.
In tin- morning everything in tin? shack 
would be frozen solid, but 1 could light 
the fire without getting out of bed and 
so stayed under the blankets until the 
shack was warm, the kettle boiling and
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Scientific Tanner 
Holds His Crop 

v* ^Hollow Of His Har\ci
He takes no chances. He farms his land as a manufacturer 

runs his factory. Hie harvest Is the result of planning and knowing 
how to plan long months before the.grain Is even sown.

Aware that every crop-failure can be traced to some definite 
cause, his knowledge end skill enable hliu to safe guard himself. 
The scientific farmer Is a doctor, not only of plant diseases, but 
of the soil as well.

He knows Just what depth and the time for plowing, harrowing, 
d'sclng and seeding required for each kind ef soil and each lndi 
vlduul crop on his farm.

That “wheat is wheat" Is no longer accepted by the scientific 
farmer. There is as much difference between varieties best adapted 
to certain localities us between a “scrub" and champion boras. 
And, more, he knows that “like produces like "

Are You One of Those
who has felt the need of greater knowledge In farming operations?
If you are you will welcome our course of flclentlflc Farming Methods 
by mall. Our lessons are prepared by the strongest staff of agrlcul 
tuial experts on the North American continent and Include alien men 
as Prof. B. A. Bedford. Prof. H. L. Bolley, Prof. Thos. Hhaw, Prof.
W. H. Day, Mr. K. E. Dreunan, James Murray, Arch. Mitchell, W H. 
Fairfield, Prof. O. II. Lee, Norman M. Hose, Prof. F 0. Elfoid, Prof.
R. M. Doive, Prof. 0. I. Ounness and others.

Our course of lessons contains the best things In farming and 
much that has never before been printed and the whole has been 
boiled down In concise, logical, readable, studlahle form. As one of 
our present students, Mr. Thos. Duxbury, of Imperial, Bask., says; 
“It Is an appeal of Intelligence to the intelligent farmer at a moderate 
price.." We have hundreds of testimonials, but speak to a student 
yourself.
OUT OUT THE ATTACHED COUPON AND BEND FOR FURTHER 
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the porridge st(?aming hot. As 1 had 
no animals to rare for 1 hail no outdoor 
work to tlo except to provide myself 
with furl. For while I got sufficient dry 
wood from the bluffs near the shark, 
which 1 hauled home on a hand sliegh 
whieli 1 made from willow», and when 
I had used up all that was within easy 
distunre I bought a big loud of dry poplar 
for $0.00 from a neighbor, who cut it 
from unocriipied land about I<1 miles 
away. At first I carried water from a 
neighbor’s well, nearly a mile from home, 
and when 1 stepped in a badger bob- 
just outside my front door one «lark 
night, and fell anil spill«;d a pail of water, 
1 am afraid 1 said something that would

not look well in a Sunday School paper- 
Later I got water by inciting snow. It 
taken about ten pads of snow to make 
one pail of water, so I wits pretty busy 
on washing «lay, but there was plenty 
of time.

No Need to hr l^mraomr
My city friernls have often askeil me 

if I «lid not fe«-l terribly lonesome, living 
all by myself in my little aback all winter, 
but I <li«l not Soiik- men, I know, f«-«-l 
tb«- loiii-soim-ni-ds, an«l to them a winter 
on the prairie, even though they have 
eompany, must seem interminable. I 
have read of sui-h men going insane, 
though in a pretty wide acquaintance 
of homesteaders 1 never knew one who

lost his reason People also go crazy 
in town, and I doubt if there are not 
just mi many in proportion become insane 
through dissipation m the cities as through 
loneliness on the prairie. I know, too, 
that many who were on the high road 
to ruin tfirough drink and^lrug habits 
who have been regenerated and become 
new men through the wholesome sur
roundings and healthy life of the farm. 
There is no reason, however, why a home
steader should pass weeks at a time, 
as some do, without seeing a friendly 
face. 1 made it a rule that winter not 
to stay at home alone more than one «lay 
at a time.

Conllaueid Nesl Week
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he Doukhobor lands 
.cd. A crowd camped
sidewalk outside tlu
ce Albert each after- 
all night, and in tly 

non g the msel ves and 
s to see who should 
er to secure the choice 
led the proceedings 
; which time a strong 
nilt on the sidewalk 
about two feet wide 
mg outside the land 
tide my effort to get 
V party of us, strangers 
then but firm friends 

together and formed 
experienced football 

lbs. at our head, and 
hour’s rib-cracking 

treed our way between' 
>f the land office and 
d of 300 men who 
and sweated around 
ice to the enclosure, 
held our ground until 
hen we were admitted 
; fence
Weary Vigil

■rotccted we stayed 
y—or impatiently— 
ie night, some sleep- 
cernedly on the con- 
walk, while the- rest, 
luded, sat on top of 
or on improvised seats, 
ind anxious for the 

We filed on our 
s at last, 1 being 
in at the counter out 
ho secured homesteads 
rnship that «lay. AI- 
filed in June, 1 «lid 
into possession of my 
til November. I was 
financially, to go on 

n mediately, buy oxen 
ami tart work, sand 
till fall 1 was able to 
more money, and also 

ear on the homestead 
esidcnce duties prac- 
ie, from December,
8, being the last six 
ead year, and from 

? in her, 1908, the first 
:ond year.
lile Irek

lure neighbors were 
same time, and as 

team of horses each 
nil hauled out a big 
• the party, filling a 
ut, stoves, budding, 
t of furniture; «lours, 
ing and everything 
r necessary to build 
lacks except lumber, 
a portable saw mill 
nearer to the ho inf
inie my place was 
arest railway station, 
ig from Prince Albert 
rip of about 75 miles 
i veiled by the old 
ord trail, stopped at 
st night out, and if 
should have camped 
es the following day.

$ River
1 Carlton, where we 
N'orth Saskatchewan, 
so much ice in the 
ould not run. There 
ut wait till the river 
tehed the tent arid 
•rossing. It was no 
ice cakes grow larger 
!> solid, but after six 
Lrong enough to bear 

then unloaded the 
stuff across, lead the 
tnd pushed the wagon

Promised l*and
night on the home- 

i>r Shepley, the next 
and in tin? morning 

j dig a cellar in the 
the other two went 

I y lumber to be had

WALL PLASTER
FOB A COOL BUILDING IN SUMMEB, AND A WABM 

BUILDING IN WINTEB, USE PLASTEB BOABD, AND 
THE " EMPIBE ” BBANDS OF WALL PAPEB

We shall be pleased to send you piaster literature

Manitoba Gypsum Co. Ltd., Winnipeg, Man.
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A Business Training
abould form part of every young 
pemou’i equipment for life. Write 
for our catalogue telling about our work.

WINNIPEG
WM. HAWKINS, Principal


