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“Eliza,” said the father of James A
Garfield, to his wife on his dying bed, in
a log cabin in the wilderness bordering
the Ohio River, I have brought vou four
young saplings into these woods. Take
care of them.”

The future President was then only two
years old. His mother was left to fight
the battle of life alone. She managed, by
hard work, to run the little farm, and
even found time to give her sons daily
lessons in Bible reading. Upon James in
particular she impressed her impartiality,
until her own high nature dominated him
l*"",l)

When James was old enough he drove
mules on the tow-path of the Ohio Canal
One pay-day his wages fell short of the
proper amount

“1 want ev ery cent for my mother.” he
said to his employer, insisting upon the
few extra pennies

Finally he earned enough to enable
him to enter the seminary at Chester, ten
miles from his home. While there, he
spent a certain holiday, with his class-
mates, on a mountain. As darkiess
gathered about them-—they were to re-
main over night—Garfield took a Testa-
ment from his pocket, and said to his
companions

"{in_v!. I read a chapter every night
simultaneously with my mother. If you
please, I will read it now.”

And on the day of his inauguration, at
Washington, he turdéd to his mother,
saying

“It's all because of you, mother.”

William MecKinley

At the outbteak of the Rebellion a
“war meeting” was held in Poland, Ohio,
in the Sparrow Tavern. There was speak-
ing and beating of drums, and finally an
appeal for volunteers to defend the flag
The first to step forth was William Me-
Kinley, Jr

““No, my son,” said the senior McKin-
ley, laying a restraining hand upon his
son’s arm; ‘‘you are too young.”

“No, he is not too young—none are too
young to carry a light in this dark hour.”

The speaker was William's mother

“And thus, strange to say,” wrote-
William McKinley, years afterward, “the
usual order of things was in my case re-
versed; my father would have held e
back. from the mighty struggle that was
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10 ensue, on the ground that | was only
cighleen years old: and my mother was
the one 1o ay ‘o' For she had. and
still has, & strong and pasmonate patnot
. Next 1o God. she loves her countr,
She believed in freed.

wn, and was ready
to offer Up even & we

'maAn » most priceless
Jewel—her child—to save

her count
”.‘ u n»
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Fulton, Franklin and "Aster

Robert Fulton was only theee years old
when his father died. . “So that.” he said

I grew up under the care of my blessed
mother. She developed my earls talent
for drawing and rnn»uru;-«l me in my
visits o the machine shops of the town.

Robert was & dull pupil at school, how
ever, and the teacher complained to his
mother. Whereupon Mrs. Fulton replied
proudly

"My boy's head. sir. is so full of orig
inal notions that there is no vacant ¢
ber in which to store the
your musty books ™

“I was only ten years old at that time,"”
said Fulton, “and my mother seemed to
be the only human being who understood
my natural bent for mechanics ™

The fact that Fulton's mother let the
boy have his own way in his “original
notions™ had its direct result later in
the building of the first steamboat

Benjamin Franklin many times in his
own story of his life mentions the power-
ful influence which his mother had over
him, referring to her always with peculiar
affection

“My son."” said that mother, “is en-
dowed with more than ordinary talent,
and he shall enter one of the professions,
perhaps the ministry.”

The family was then very poor, the
elder Franklin having no ambition beyond
that of making a bare competence as a
ship chandler. Encouraged by his mother,
however, young Benjamin ‘“ took to books "
with such ardor that before he was ten
years old his mother spoke of him as
“our little professor,” and added

ham
contents of

“He shall serve either humanity or his
country; the one as a minister of the
Gospel, the other as & diplomat.”

The first John Jacob Astor said
“Whatever I have accomplished through
thrift is due to the teachings of my mother
She trained me to the habit of early ris
ing; she made me devote the first waking
hours to reading the Bible. Those habits
have continued through my life, and have
been to me a source of unfailing com-
fort. Her death was the greatest grief
of my existence.”

*—The Scrap Book

“ Mere Man " Again in Disfavor

To Graix Growers' Guipe

Dear Editor,—1I really don’t think that
“A Mere Man's” letter requires, or is
worthy of, an answer, but as he is evi-
dently in trouble concerning a few ques-
tions, I just thought I -mmkny to en-
lighten him a little :

Now, Mr. Editor, if | am coming too
often, just charge us dl‘)u,)lt for the paper

rint it anyway, please

.n“"'sﬂ. Mr ‘X.\h-rnv.\hn." I think a
woman is entitled to some say as to
whether her home and the farm is sold
or not. As to who does the work on the
farm after a farmer leaves his wife—why
the man he sells it to before he goes, of
course. And as for a woman having
redress by going to law, that costs money,
and most wo have none to spare
So that don’'t count for anything. And
when 8 woman leaves a good (?) husban_d
to go off with another man, why he is
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What more does he want?
e r:‘mm that all women are
od wives. neither are 4l
bushands. But few women -:::I l:.:
ther chuldren, while lots of men would
And how could & woman support a famil
and look after them too As women's
wages are much lower than men's? lkn:'l
you think it is unfair for the law 1o be all
on the stronger side’ | do, and most of
my readers do too, | am sure

Now uppose & man owned & farm but
owed money for horses and implements
and another man came along and luni
with him for ten, twenty or thirty vears
doing the house work and hr"nnl' -nlhl
chores, and at the end of that time he
left him without & cent beca use nothing
was in his name, and therefore he could
claim nothing. Would that he fair? No
indeed, and the whole country would P-;
in & state of indignation

We do not claim that all women make
good wives, as | said before, but we do
claim that she bhas & right to part of the
property; and why it is wrong to treat &
man so and not & woman, | can't see
However, we expect the men will rnght
this wrong, once it is brought to thetwr
notice, as lots of men never dreamed the
law was as it is.  Much harm is done by
men wniting to papers against the dower
who do not understand what is wanted
Most common is the mistake that the
dower means a division of the property
whenever the woman likes. But we bup;-
such mistakes will soon all be corrected
and nearly all the men will be on our side.
As to the few who will Oppose 1L, as one of
the men in the Free Press said, they will
only be a drop in the bucket i

Now, Mr. “Mere Man.” | don't see very
well how a woman could take her hus-
band's money if she ran away, as the
husband would have full control of it
while he lived; and surely it is & selfish
man who would grudge his money to
his wife when he was dead and could not
use it But you are not w‘ﬁ‘h. for you
told us so. I'm glad you did, or we would
not have known it

well nd of her
Now, we do not

Surely & woman has a right to part of
the property for her life's work, and |
don’t see why she should not will it to
whom she chose. Is it not that what rou
are kicking about for the men? {'"“
cannot stand it that & man cannot will
it all to whom ke chooses (if the dower
comes in) yet you want to be able to will
all the woman's property back to her
family. Surely a woman should have as
many rights as a man. Would it not be
funny if & man could not leave his second
wife anything, however much he wanted
to?

Now, | know most of your slurs were
meant for me, so I will tell you a few
things. 1 don't feel much inclined to
run away, and if I did, I could not take
my husband’'s money, because he hasn't
any. Then, a year ago, last fall I helped
him get all the harvest in and I often har-
ness the horses or water them, even feed
the pigs; and when he was away for two
days and two nights about three weeks
ago, I did all the chores. So you see if
I am “kicking” I also help him work

As for him, he bought a nice mare this
spring and handed her over to me with a
legal deed of gift of her. So you see |
do not need the dower for myself

Hoping that when the time comes, you
will have grown wiser and will vote for
us I will ugn as before

LORD ULLIN'S DAUGHTER

To act with common sense, accordi
to the moment, is the best wisdom
know.—Horace WarroLs.
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