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ci, the architect, the sculptoi, and 
abo\ e all, the men ol literature m 
b ranee, were objects of her sii.i i. 
admiration, and her patronage oi 
them, was generous to profu ion 
The picture ui her in the cabinet of 
the Intendant had been a work of 
gratitude by the great artist who 
painted it, and was present* d b> her 
to Bigot as a mark of her friendship 
.uni demi royal fàvoi l he < abinel 
itself was furnished in a style of re­
gal magnificence, which thé Intend­
ant carried into all details of his 
living.

The Chevalier de Fean, the secre­
tary and confidential friend of the 
Intendant, was writing at a table. 
He looked up now and then with a 
curious glance as the figure of his 
chief moved to and fro with quick 
turns across the room. But neither 
of them spoke.

Bigot would have been quite con­
tent with enriching himself and his 
friends, and turning out of doors the 
crowd of courtly sycophants who 
clamored for the plunder of the 
Colony. He had sense to see that 
the course of policy in which he was 
embarked might eventually ruin 
New France, — nay, having its ori­
gin in the court, might undermine the 
whole fabric of the monarchy. He 
consoled himself, however, with the 
reflection that it could not be helped. 
He formed but one link in the grea’ 
chain of corruption, and one link 
could not stand alone : it i ould only 
move by following those which went 
before and dragging after it those 
that came behind Without debating 
a useless point of morals, Bigot 
quietly resigned himself to the ser­
vice of his masters, or rather mis­
tresses, after he had first served him­
self.

If the enormous plunder made out 
of the administration of the war by 
the great monoplv he had established 
were suddenly to cease, Bigot felt 
that his genius would be put to the 
test. But he had no misgivings, be­
cause he had no scruples. He was 
not the man to go under in any 
storm. He would light upon his feet, 
as he expressed it, if the world turn­
ed upside down.

Bigot suddedly stopped in his walk. 
His mind had been dwelling upon the 
great affairs of his Intendancy and 
the mad policy of the Court of Ver­
sailles. A new thought struck him. 
He turned and looked fixedly at his 
secretary.

“ De Pean ! ” said he. “ We have 
not a sure hold oi the Chevalier de 
Repentigny ! That young fellow 
plays fast and loose with us. One 
who dines with me at the palace and 
sups with the Philiberts at the Chien 
d’Or cannot be a safe partner in the 
Grand Company 1 ”

“ I have small confidence in him, 
either, ” replied De Pean. “ Le 
Gardcur has too many loose ends of 
respectability hanging about him to 
make him a sure hold for our game.”

“ Just so ! Cadet, Varin, and the 
rest of you, have only half haltered 
the young colt. His training so far 
is no credit to you ! The way that 
cool bully, Colonel Philibert, walked 
off with him out of Beaumanoir, was 
a sublime specimen of impudence. 
Ha ! Ha ! The recollection of it has 
salted my meat ever since ! It was 
admirably performed ! although, egad, 
i in raid ha vje liked i. > run my sword 
t hrough PMlibei t’s ribs 1 and not 
one of you all was man enough to do 
it for me ! ”

“ But your Excellency gave no hint, 
vou seemed full of politeness towards 
Philibert, ” replied De Pean, with a 
tone that implied he would have done 
it had Bigot given the hint.

“ Zounds ! as if I do not know it ! 
But it was provoking to he flouted, 
so politely too, by that whelp of the 
Golden Dog ! The influence of that 
Philibert is Immense ovei young de 
Repentigny. They say he once pulled 
him out of the water, and is, more­
over, a suitor of the sister, a charm­
ing girl, De Pean ! with no end of 
money, lands, and family power. She 
ought to be secured as well as the 
brother in the interests of the Grand 
Company. A good marriage with one 
of our party would secure her, and 
none of you dare propose, by God !”

I ’ 1 y ■ i Yi think of propos 
ing i11 in i, replied De l Van. "I
know ! in ......ni minx She is one of

1 in- angelii ones who regard marriage
a thing si Hcavei arrangement.

I i" i ie. « God nevei makes but 
one man for one woman, and it is 
her duty to mai him oi nobod) It

■ I— pered among the knowing gi 11. 
went : - —; :

Convent, — and the Convent girls do 
: ' every ihing ,n ,i ■ omi thing 
more, — that she always cherished a 
secret affection for this Philibert, nri 
that she will marry him some day. ”

Marry Satan ! Such a girl as 
that to majry a cursed Philibert ! ” 
Bigot was really irritated at the in­
formation. “ I think, ” said he, 
“ women are ever ready to sail in 
the ships of Tarshish, so long as the 
cargo is gold, silver, ivorv, apes, and 
peacocks ! It speaks ill fee the 
boasted gallantry of the Grand 
Company if not one of them can win 
this girl. If we could gain her over 
we should have no difficulty with the 
brother, and the point is to secure 
him. ”

“ There is but one wav I can sec, 
your Excellency. ” De Pean did not 
appear to make his suggestion very 
cheerfully, bui he was anxious to 
please the Intendant.

How is that ? ” the Intendant 
asked sharply. He had not the deep­
est sense oi Di Pean’s wisdom.

“ We must call in women to fight 
women in the interests of the Com­
pany,” replied the Secretary.

II A good scheme if one could fight 
and win ! But do you know of any 
woman who can lay her fingers on 
Le Gardeur dr Repentigny ,ind pull 
him out from among the Honnetes 
Gens ? ”

“ I do, your Excellency. I know 
the very one who can do it, replied De 
Pean confidently.

“ You do ! Why do you hesitate 
then ? Have you any arriéré pensre 
that keeps you from telling her name 
at once ? ” asked the Intendant im­
patiently.

"It is Mademoiselle des Meloises. 
She can do it, and no other woman 
in New France need try ! ” replied 
De Pean.

“ Why, she is a clipper, certainly ! 
Bright eyes like hers rule the woi hi 
of fools — and , of wise men, too,” 
added Bigot in a parenthesis. “How­
ever, all the world is caught by the 
bird-lime. I confess I never made a 
fool of myself but a woman was at 
the bottom of it. But for one who 
has tripped me up, I have taken 
sweet revenge on a thousand. If Le 
Gardeur be entangled in Nerea’s hair, 
he is safe in our toils. Do you think 
Angélique is at home, De Pean ? ”

The Intendant looked up at the 
clock. It was the usual hour for 
morning calls in Quebec.

“ Doutless she is at home at this 
hour your Excellency, ” replied De 
Pean. But she likes her bed, as 
other pretty women do, and is 
practising for the petite Levee, like a 
duchess. I don’t suppose she is up'”

“ I don’t know that, ” replied Bi­
got. “ A greater runagate in petti­
coats there is not in the whole city!
I never pass through the streets but 
I see her. ”

“ Ay, that is because she intends 
to meet your Excellency ! ” Bigot 
looked sharply at De Pean. A new 
thought flashed into his eyes.

“ What ! think you she makes a 
point of it, De Pean ? ”

“ I think she would not go out of 
the way of your Excellency. ” De 
Pean shuffled among his papers, but 
Ms slight agitation was noticed by 
the Intendant.

“ Hum ! is that your thought, / Dr- 
Pean ? Looks she in this quarter 
Bigot meditated with his hand on his 
chin for a moment or two. “ You 
think she is doubtless at home this 
morning ? ” added he.

“ It was late when De Repenti en v 
left her last night, and she would 
have, long and pleasant dreams after 
that visit, I warrant, ” replied the 
Secretary.

“ How do you know ? By 
Picot ! You watch her closely, De 
Pean ! ”
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