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s SANATl JANE ROGERS,.OF HOPEWBLL, N. B
REy. aND DEAR Sm’;-ﬂhpllo*g paper,
read’at the funeral of Mis§ Sarab Jane Roger:,
should bave been sent ta you mpeths 830, but
through Furry and justlé atfenddnt upos change
of Circuit bes been sverlocked Al now.  Would
you therefore be kind enough to insert it in the
Wesleyan as soon a8 possible.  The funeral was
largely attended, and the circumsiances convect-
ed therewith will long be remembered in that

community. .

Ycurs very truly,
=RosT. WILSON.
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rejoice-in the indications given of abetter state
of ‘things than existed n days that are past.
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different denominations, have looked at each
other askance, and have been jealons of each
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combination of words given above, ye
said was almest; if not quite, I she ex.:nct
seology here given. These gentencesindicate pre-
cisely what I meant to say, and.wh?t 1 tried to
say, and whatT didsey. Artentive listeners, w‘ho
heard what was said in Jmmediate connection
with these sentences, would have undersiood
me, in -speaking of * all the other protestant
denominations,” to mean the great leading
Protestant denominations of the country.

t what I

ARE MY STATEMENTS CORRECT ?

If my statements are correct, and are defen-
sible, it is well, under the circumstances, to
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Sarah Jane, the beloved and ‘o‘:rh' daughter D. D. CuRnrik.

RO A VLC L

of William exd Eliza Regers, was born at Hope-
well Hill, Albert County, N. 1!, Feo. 241h, 1840.
From a child the was- remarkable for -o-quiet
and inoffnsive disposition, which eudesred ber
to eli with whom she was acquainted. The di-
vine precept, “ Honour thy father and thy mo-
ther,” was, by her, eser religiously observed.
Her sorrowing father informs me that he pever
hed occasion to speak to Ler the second time ;
from bis decisions she rever appedded, against
bis kzown wishes she never acted. No wonder
then that to-day es they lay her body iu the
damp, cold grave, that ¢ anguich hath filled their
hearts.”

OF ker carly religious iafiiressions I know but
little, save that for things sacred she ever felt
the greatest reverence, and had the fear of God
always before hereyes, - According to her own
ptatement to me, she was the subject of deep re-
ligious feelingfime eeven yesrs ago, and be-
lieved that she then experienced the great
change, but being of a very timid and retiring
dispoeition, she ehrauk from svowing hereelf a
chrisfian, fearifg that ehe might notde able to
walk as became the followers of Jesue. Durisg
the great revival of three years ago, I conversed
with her cn the subject,”but found the same ob-
stacle in the way.

Her illoess was protracted and severe, but
she bore it with exemplary pstience and resigna-
tion to the divine will. Though ¢ hoping againet
hope” that ske would ultimately recover, the
outer {rame continued to deeay, till at les: the
solemn truth forceq itself upon ber mind, that
bes cnd was neer, A few weeks ago, belicsing
ber to be wcx{h)‘, I baptized her in the name of
the Holy Trinity. Since then her confidence in
God grew strooger, ber hopes grew vrighter,
leading her to desi?e to ** depart and to be with
Christ which is fer better,” snd when I parted
with ber last Sabbath, she expressed her coufi-
dent belief, that if we never more met on
earth, we would in heaven.

Serah is dead, but * we sorrcw not ss theee
who have no hope,” and as we gather eround the
“open grave we cap say, ' Here lies a dutiful
child, en -off ctionate si
friend, and an humble Crristian.

ter,-a warm-hcarted

”

¢ Thou art gone to the grave, but we will. not deplore
thee, s
Though darkness and sorrow encompass the tomb ;
The Saviour hath passed through its portals before
th

ee
And the light of his love is thy guide through the

R. WiLsoN,
March 30th, 1866.

in the right direction, and for thesc we are
thankful. -Thoug” by no means sufficient fully
to gratify the catholic-minded of Christ’s follow-
ers, yet they areé afidating to the hope of such,
as a pledge-of the near approach of that day
when there shall be nothing to burt or destroy
in:all God’s holy mountain.

The results of these seasons of united prayer,
which have been held annually for the last
seven years, have been most blessed. The
union of His people has been pleasing to the
Head of the Church; and the answers He has
vouchsafed, are sufliciently marked to be dis-
tinctly observable by intelligen: christian people.
We confidently point to the great Americin
Revival, to the Irish Revival, and to the spread
of the gospel in foreign lands; we point to the
overthrow of American slavery, and the removal
of o her formidable barfiers to the elev:tion and
christianization of mankind; we point to the
wonderful ch:nge on the continent of Europe,
in breaking down the opposition which there so
strongly existed to free inquiry, and to the
openings which now are p:esented there so
widely for the diffusion of a pure christianity.
[s it to be denied thaf the union of prayer” bas
had to do with these, and with o'her wonderful
occurrences now transpiring ? Look also at the
effects upon true christians themselves, who have
thus been brought to bow together in the name
of the Lord Jesus: Their christian charity has
been promoted by their mutus] christian inter-
course, in their better acquaintance one with
another, and in their ohtaining enlargedness of
Leart in answer to united prayer, and the out-
pouring upon them of more of the spirit “ of
power, of love, and of a sound mind;” and
similar benefits to a’much large: extent may be
expected to result as christians more heartily
unite to pray for the success of the cause of their
common Saviour.

A diversity of opinion among christian people
as to doctrine, church government, and modes
of worship, affords no valid ground of objec-
tion against their 1eligion. In our habits f
thought we are largely the creatures of circum-
stances. Besides, human minds are variously
constiruted. There is in man’s mental nature
the same variety which marks all the works of
the great Creator,—a variety which, there is
reason to suppose, will exist in heaven, as well
as through all the period of man’s history on
this globe. When therefore the Saviour prayed
that His disciples might all be cne, we no more
understand him to mean that they should be of
one_opinion,_on e, vt P ey

should be one in external appearance. He

JOHN CROOK, E£Q, OF
Died on the 27th 8ept.; 1866, st the sge -;f’
54 years, -He connected Limself with the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church, during the minetry c(%
the Rev. Richard 8mith, on the Sambro and|
Mergeret's Bey Circuit.  From that time til bie|
death ke continued to be a zzalous supporter of
the csuse in his own community. Notwith-
standing much opposition, a chapel wes erected,
mainly through his instrumentality, and, ot a
later period, s Mission House. His own house|
was always open to the minister, srd thereshe
found a comfortshle and hespitable homa when
i that patt of the Circuit. And it is &
rthy of rotice, that when giving |
is death that sll his!
)

ing
circumstance wc
directions previcus to
moveeble property, even the furniture of his
house, should be disposed ef at public sale, he
particularly erjcin.d that the rocm which had
always been occupied by the minister should be
undisturbed, and continue to be 1he same in
fittings and use._ His death was such as becomes
the Christian, and leaves no rocm for other than
a *eure and certain hope of a resurrection unto

Eternal Life.”

N 3 e

THOMAS L. SMITI,QF SOURIS, P. E. ISLAND,

Departed thie life ou ilLe 27:h Sept. las:. 2ged
32 years. He left bome ¢n the morping of his
death, in kis vsusFheahih, for the purpose of be-
icg eurolled in the Militia,—returning in com-
pany with eome friends he was observed to sink
down in Lis wagon ‘;n‘.d immediately expired.—
The muster ro!l fiom cn high had sounded
and in a moment he was rummoned to join the
triampbant ranks of heaven. His diccare was
pronounced to be that of the heart.

Brother Smith was converted some years ego
in Charlottetown, during the memorabls revivel
which took plsce in that city under the ministry
of the Rev., Mr. Smuliwood. Subscquantly in
an unguarded hour, he fell from grace, bot hed
recently given evidence thet he “remembered
whence he had faller, repented, and done his
first works.” On the last sabbath of his life he
wos with those who * feared God” where they
met to speak to cue another ard erjoy Divine
communion. Brother Smith wus ever a warm
frierd and liberal supporter of the Weeleyen
Church in Bouris, and hLis delight was 1o enter-
tsin his ministers at his hospitatle and cheerful
board. His sudden death cries to ell, ** Be ye
also ready”—the church mourns him, and s
young widow, & sister ia }rra:l. Innieata bis
lose.

P W A B.

December 22nd.
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The Unicn of Prayer.

We may venture to aflirm that no occurrences
upon our earth, of the present age, are, in the
estimatign of angels, invested with higher moral
sublimity whan the opening of cach year presents
in the union of chris ians of different names,
and of various countries, in devout and earnest
sappl cation for the .divipe ble;sing upon the
Church aud the world. It is one aspect of the
tumes now passing.over us, that whil; different
movie.: of formalism and superstition are aiming
at being more nearly allied, there is a strong
tendency aiso among true christians of different

Rames to draw . together more closely, to unite
”.l fwangelis:c efforts, and to cherish and ex-
hibit toward cne ancther that ebristian charity
Iv.hich is-at once the bend of perfectness and a
distinguishing badze of real discipleship. Sach
an exhibition of the union of true believers we
ha\.'(- in the exercises of this week of prayer, in
whm;h, for the time being, difierences of opiayion
are kept in abeyance, and churches of various

S0teslepan. |

doubtless desired they should be one in their
faith in the grand central truths of His gospel,
and that, while retaining on minor points their
several peculiarities of mind and opi.ion, they
should be one in the possession of the essence of
true religion,—the pure love of God filling the
heart—so baptized with the fire of the Holy
Ghos! that they should be joined indissolubly in
Himself their living Head.

Uni‘ormity is not essential to christian union.
On the contrary, the sbsence of uniformity
affords the better opportunity for the manifesta-
tion of love between the different branches of
the (hristian brotherhood. It is surely less a
virtue for christians of one church to love each
other with pure hearts fervently, than for those
of different names to be able to reach across
their dividing lines, and to greet one another as
fellow-disciples; and, blessed be God, such tokens
of christian union ar¢ on the increase. We
bave cnough in the pzst history of the church,
and in the existing state of things of some de-
nominations before our view, to show that
uniformity or exterssl union may exist without
christian love, may exist without true christian
piety. But let those of various names who traly
love the Lord Jesus, be content to think less of
those points upon which they differ, and more
highly of those essential truths upon which they
are agreed, and let them earnestly pray for, and
cherish more and more,the charity of the gospel ;
thenjshall they be more abundantly honoured
by the divine Master who so greatly desires that
His disciples may be one ; and then shall an
unbelieving world confess the excellency of true
religion, and again extlaim as of old, * See,
how these christians love one another.”

Thoughts for the New Year.

We teke the following seasor.zble snd salutary
meditations from the American Presbyterian:—

A solemn time is this turning of the year.
We have done with 13 old and cunnot recall it
We bave put the ::am(} of our deeds and our
character indelibly upon the past.  No power
¢an aiter a fact ; the God of truth will establish
Sueh as it left vur bands, the
year will remain.  Nature herself will preserve
ard perpetuate the records of our doings The
sir and the etherial spaces are God’s whispering

not invaiidate it.

gallery, where our uttérances may still be heard
by the exquisite cenge of supenior beinge. Upon
walls and Jonely rocks and road-sides, each se-
parate act of our lives is photographed, sud
endless picture-gelleries awais the rummons of
the Great Judge to start, iu vivid freshness, to
universal view.
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death, of prosperity or adversity, of accident, of
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unforeseen combinations of events, 0u which the
most serious results depended ; nothing in mys-
terious, inexplicable Kdisappointments, which
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A Reporter on the wrong Track
GUSTAVUS E. BISHOP CONSIDERED.
ica-
1866,

My attention has been called to a com
tion in the Christian Messenger of Dec. 19
sigred Gustavus E. Bishop. About tyg months
ago I delivered a Lecture at Brookfield, Queens
Co., on:— ¢ The Methodist Idea : and what grows
out of it.” Mr. Bishop was presen!. lleison
immersionist. His acquaintance with Metho-
dism 1s neither extensive nor inte'ligent.  What

| he heard-at Brookfield startled him. He fancies

that as baptism is the ordinance of initia‘ion into
the Church of Christ, and as there is no baptism
without immersion, there is, therefore, no Church
of Christ upon earth except the Baptist Cturch-
es. Naturally and logically enough, for one hold-
ing such views, he has supposed that all other
churches, being in error, must, sooner or later,
come to grief. When Mr. Bishop was told, at
Brookfield, that very considerable success had
accompanied that division of the Christian army
that has fought, for a hundred years, under Me-
thodist banners, he was amazed. His amaze-
ment was extreme. lle was a stranger in the
land, and was not prepared for so unwelcome a
shock. Mr. B. left Brookfield a sadder, and, it
is hoped, a wiser man.

As Mr. B. thought he had found some carrion
at Brookfield, he resolved to carry it home to
bis friends. He took the burden home. Final-
ly he deemed it best to let the readers of the
Christian Messenger share his morsel with him.
He thought thcse readers would sit down to the
repast with delight. Mr. B, however, nteded
some statistics. Search was made. An old a'-
manac was found,—a national almanack,—a
Phil:delphia almanac. It was for the year 1864.
Whether it was Mrs. Winslow’s, of Soothing 83-
rup notoriety, or Perry Davis’, or Dr. Radway’s,
or whose it was, he has not condescended to say.
An article was wriiten ; and it appeared as be-
fore mentioned.

MR. BISHOP—A LIBELLER.

n Mcr. Bishop’s communication he gives four
sentences which be pretends were spoken by me,
as follows : —

« Methodism in the Uaited States, though but
one_hundred years old, has outstripped every
other protestant denomination, even the Bap-
tists wEo are a much older body. At present he
sa‘d, we (the Methodists) are about equal in that
country to all the Protestant. denominations put
together. In Canada we sre about equal to twos
thirds of all the Protestant denominations theré.
In NovaScotia ard NewBrunswick we are about
equal to one-third of all the Protestant denomi-
nations here.”

The first two of these sentences are as nearly
correct as might be expected, under Mr. B.’s
troubled circumstances. The third and fourth
sentences, for which he has given me credit, do
not belong to me. Those sentences never came
from my lips. Mr. Bishop never heard me say
anything at all Lke what those sentences cx-
press. I never, at Brookfield, or elsewhere, said
anything that an in‘cliigent man could imagine
meant what Mr. B. says. Those statements of
Mr. Bishop's are untrue. They have not even
the shadow of truth about them. His report as
a who'c, is not correct, either literally or sub-
stantially. If Mr., Bishop’s past or present as-
sociations have led him to imagine that ministers
of the gospel are given to misrepresentation,and
if he is accustomed, in his private interconrse
with men, to misrepresent and vilify those
whose principles are distateful to him, he must
not pre:ume that Methodist preachers deal in
misrepresentation, or give to their congrega-
tions wild, and reckless, and indefensible state-
ments; neither need be expect to play, with im.
punity, the part of a public libeller.

WHAT I DID SAY.

In my address at Brookfield I spoke «f the
fruits of Methodism in the United States, as ap-
parent in this Centenary year, in comparison
with the results attained through tte. labors of
the other great Protestant.Churches of the day
—the Episcopal, the Presbyterian, the Congre-
gational, and ths Baptist, and +aid :—

“ Though the Methodist Church is now only
one hundred years old oa this continent, yet, in
the United States, it has outgrown in numbers
every other church—catholic or pro‘estant, some
of which had an existence there a century and
a half or so,'before the first Methodist Society
was formed in America. ¢ * % The relisions
statistics of the United Statesshow that the Me-
thozhsg Church, in that country, is now rearly
equal in n@mbers to all the other protestant de-
nominations put together. * * * # Iy Up
per (.,uw.l'l the Mul_hodist Church is the lead-
ing denomination, being in numbers in advance
of all ohers, * ®* * & In Nova Beotia and
New Brunswick, where other denominstions, to
u-great ex ent, preoccupied the ground, we are
about one-ten'h of the population,”

My lecture was not read nor wriiten; and
though I can not now be positive that the senii-

ments I expressed were indicated by the ezaof

ed priviege ird youssed, th =

be, to many, interesting and suggestive. Lct the
witnessss I shall produce be heard

-
| _MR. B ISHOP'S ALMANAC— CROSS-EXAMINED.

Mr. Bishop reports the population of several
ot .the religious denominaticns in tbe Uhited
States, as given in his almanac as follows:—

150,593

Episcopaliars
289,110

Congregationalists,

Presbyterians, (all sorts) in the Nor.h
ouly,

Baptists, all sorts in the North only,

621,300
1,544,053

2,605,056
REV. A. STEVENS, D, D., LLD., GIVES EVIDENCE.
Rev. Dr. Stevens, in h's Cgntenary of Me'h-
odism, page 216, gives the Methodist population
of the United States as 7,604,656. Th sisnear-
ly one-fourth of the whole na‘iona! population,
which in 1860, was 31,443,780.
REV. WM. CROOK, OF IRELAND, TESTIPIES,
Rev. Wm. Crook says, in his * Ireland and
the Centenary of Methodism,” London, 1866 :
" Aggregately there ars now ss ihe result of the
Methodism 0f 1766, 1,972,770 CLurch members,
13,650 Traveliing 15,000 Local
Prenclicrs, ne 2nd Academies,

Preachers,
asly 200 C.
i ImCre thiry

y periodical publicatioss ;

11,986,420 communicants, i-cludiog Preachers,

{ ncarly eight millions uf people”

Let the reader take the figures from Mr.
Bishop’s Almanac, and make ample a'lowance
of a few hundreds of thousands of Presbyterians
and Baptists in the Southern States, and then

[ see how those denominations compare with the

Methodists.
THE TORONTO ‘ GLOBE” I8 EXAMINED.

From the Toronto ¢ Globe™ we obtain ex-
tracts from the denomsnational Census of Canada
—1861,” as follows :—

Upper Canada 1852
Methodists 207,656
Church of England 228,190
Presbyterians 204,148
Roman Catholics 167 695 258 141
Baptists 45358 61,599

L wer Canads, 1861. Uaited Canada, 1861.
R. Catholics 942.724 R Catholic 1,200 885
C. of Englarnd 63 322 C. ot E:gland 374 887
Presbyterian 43,607 Presbyterian 346 991
Methodists 30 582 Methodist 372 154
Buptista 7,761 Baptists 69 350
All others 143 410

- 2.507,657

The Tcronto Globe says :
the Methodists form t' ¢ most numerous denc-
mins They reckon in this eection of the
Province 341 572 sdherents, while the Church
of Engiand bes 311,563. ®* * * As regards the

entire Province, the Methodiats cecupy the third

1861
341,672
311,665
303,384

* In Upper Cauads

tien,

rank rumerically, treading very closely cn the
heels of the Chuorch of England, which only
outstrips by 2,733 In 1852, in Upper
Cinada the numbers were—Church of Englaund,
223,190 , Methadists 207,656 ; the M-thodists
being then'15,534 bebind ; they are now in Up-
per Cenada 30,007 akead of the Church of Eng-
land. In Upper Canada, in 1852, the Metho-
dists cutnumbered the Presbylerians by 3,508 ;
tbey now outnumber them by 38,188,

THE CENSUS OF N. 8. REVEALS SOMETHING.

them

The last Census of Nova Scotia, 1861, reports:
1851, 1861.
69 634 86 281
Presbyterians 72914 88 7:5
Baptists 42 243 65,336
Church of England 36 482 47,744
Methodists 23 596 34 0556
Congregationalists 2 639 2,183
All others 16,603

Romen Catholics

330,857

Mr. Biskop, iz his communication, reports the
Baptists in Nova Seotia as 67,004 ; ard tke
Free Christian Baptists as 901 ; wherees the
Census gives only 55,336 This misrepresenta-
tion is just like Mr. Bishop. He: mis-repoits
the fucts, and misleads the unsuspecting, Mr,
Bishop, however, may explain that he patches-up
the Census, by izcludiog, as Baptiste, ell the
Second Adventists, Mormons, Cimpbellites,An-
nihilationists, and Materialists, who he 'may
thiuk aere offshoots from the immersionist creec.
He does not appeer to include the Free Chris-
tian Baptists, for he makes separate mention of
these.
his ™ Baptista, all sorts.” If scihs of the small
denomioetions do 1ot call thefiwelves Baptists,
end bave no conneetion with the Baptist Church
eitber in Diecipline or Creed, why do the Bap-
tisis claim them ? It does ot mend tbe malter
to say that all these secta, were once in the bo-
som of the Baptist Church, and wers included
s Baptiste in former enumerations of the pupu-
lation. If they bave gone out from them, they
are lost to them a8 a denowinetion,

This is, peshaps. “hntg. B. means by

The Census
should ehow where there is loss or gain. If any
ope muy alier the ccusus to suit himself, who
shell eay where the ¢ aiterations are to stop, and
what then would be the value of theee csrefuliy
compiled cfficisl documents 7 Moresver, when
M:. Bishop repuited tre Baptist population of
Novs Scalja, 23 2cme ten or twelve thousand
mor¢ (Qn the cens s shows, he was on the
wrovg track. He pretended to give the census
returns, but was very wide of the mark, M~
t!xgdia:: ,and I believe Preebyterians, only group,
under the one generic nmame, those between
whom there is identily of theological opinion.

The Cenaus of Nova Beotiz also shows het
the Rate of Increase, in N. 8., for the 10 years
ending 1861, was :—Methodis, 44 per (:L‘ii’.;
Cturct of Englavd, 30 per cent ; Baptist, 30
per eent 3 Romaon Catholic, 23 per cent ; Pres-
bytipian, 21 per cent,

THE CENSUS OF B N. A. CERTIFIES

From sther portions of B.N, America the iat-
¢sl yzagus returns are interesting.

New Brunswick, 1861. P, E, Island, 1861.
R, Catholic 85 238 R. Catkoic 35 852
lfapxm. all sorts 67,730 Preshyterian 25862
Ch. of Ergland 42776 Ch. of England 6.785
Presbytenan 36 072 Methodista 5 804
Meathodists 25 637 Baptists 3 450
All others 4 594 All other; 3,104

252,047
N:wfuur-.dfnx-(." 1857,
R. Catholics
Ch. of Erglaad
Metnodists
Presbyterjan
All others

80,857
Total B. N. America,
56 895 R. Cathclic 1,465 000
44 285 C.of Erglaid 516 642
20,229 Preehyrerion 498 646
838 Methodist 457 957
. 391 Bnl-i‘n 'y 192 530
- All vihers 163,281
123 648 e
3,294,056
These figures chow thit in a population o'
overithree millious the Bapiists number 192,530,
Agd in the Uuited Biales uod the Provinces,
while the total population is vol far fiom thirty-
five millions, the Bupiist population is, if Mr.
Bishop's almaape is reliable, not far from two
millions, all told.

The rumy of it ail is,

that in New Englaad
Meti i

tte ancestral
it nearly

93 denomina-
Jex ¢F the Scuih, it ware

ema; thac in the great West,
s wield 8 mightier infuence than
it has raken a still

whicu i snon
all the otger Biates a-mbiner.
stropger powition,’

Statistical 1n)i¢s made up at u Jater date, 1860,
(See Wesleyan, Oci. 17,1866)) give the number
of eourches us follows :—Baptists ; Presbyte-
riaus, ell eorts ; Congregationalists ; and Epis-
palieos, 22 014 : and Methodists, 19,833

REV. DR. STEVENS, REC&4LLED.

Dr.8tevens, n nary of Methodiem,’

« Methadi-m was not designed to

'd¢y sister Churches in the land.

s quickly surpassed them. We

etic statistics of the lesding Christian
dencminations of the United States for the first
half of our century. ‘lhey attest conclusively
the peculiar adaptdtion cf the eccleciastical sys-
tem of Methodi-m to ke moral wante of the
country. Durirg the period frem 1800 to 1850
the ratio of the increase of the 'minietry of the
Pro-estant Epseopat Church heas been 256 to 1,
of its communicants as 6 to 1 ; of the ministry
of the Congregstionalista as 4 to 1, of their
communicantsas 2 and two thirds to 1; of the
ministry of the reguisr Beptists as 4to 1, of
their communicanis as 5 and two thirds to 13
of the ministry of the Preeby <:inns (oid and new
schools) &3 14 to 1,0f the'r communicants as 8}

[ SO O

(Nortl and South) s 19 ar.d two thirds to 1, of
its commuicsata #s 17§ ta 1.7

REV. DgWiSE, D D., TAKES THE STAND.

In the “ Convert's Counsellor” Dr. Wise
says : *“ No where nas Methodism spread more
rapidly tkan in this country. From its first
vance—in opi'e cf fierce opposition, unprinci-
pled misrepresentation, end bitter pexsecution—
has been fiire, rupid, and wondertul. 1 have
given the statistics of New England Methodism,
«f the Baptists and
eawe grcund. You
:em that Methediem in N. Eog-
land is second in numbers, and first in progress.
The Bapjists are third in numbeis and second in
progrese. The Congregationaiiets ere first in num-
ber, and third in. progress. Our Baptist brethren
started 3 century and a balf befcre we entered N.
Englaud. They had a membership of some 20,000
when Jowse Lee (the first Methodist
New England) appeared in the
Sincs tien they beve increased nearly

in compatiscu with thos
s on the

C. rgiegatic

wlii fearn fram ¢

mewmbers
preacher i
arenu
five fold, yut Msthodism has outstripped them,
beth in numbers and rate of progress.”

REV, TR. DORCHESTER 1S A DEPONENT.

Tke Christian Guardian of June 27, 1866,
contains a report of a Metbodist Cornvention,
held in Tremout Temple, Boston, June 5, 1868,
Lieut. Governor Clafiin in the chair. ¢ The
Rev. Dr. Dorchester presented some statistics
of Methodist growth in New England. It was
shown that from 1850 to 1865 the increase of
Baptists had been 7 per cent. ; of Cengregation-
aliste 15 per cent. ; of Mettodist 28 per cent.
From 1830 to 1860 the increase of the whole
population of New Eongland had been 14 per
cent, uud of the Methodist 23 per cent.”

A PRESBYTERIAN BEARS WITNESS,

The Presbyterian Banner says': * Other de-
icns may find it rot without advantsge
to themselves to ponder the s'atistics of Ameri-
can Meihodizm at the close of its fiest cevtury,
* * * For curselves we are wedded to Old
Bchool Preebyteriauism ; and the Church of our
birth is al«o the Chuich ot cur choice and our
strongest ettechment * * * The first con-
gregaton of five persuns, in Piilip Embury’s
‘private parlor, in 1766, has grown into an at-
tendsance of 8,000 000 ; the firet two classes of
1766, of eix or seven members each, are now
represented by two millions of commun‘cants,
amounting indeed to nearly one-half of the em-
tire Protestant Church membership of our whole
Republic, and to sbout cue-tenth of the Protes-
tantism cf the world itgel.” (8ee Provinecial
Wesleyan, Oct. 17, 1866.

THE METHODIST QUARTERLY REVIEW ATTESTS.
In the Methodist Quarterly Review for 1860,
p. 123, we find some apposite remarks :—¢ Can
any observer doubt that it (Methodism) has at
ltost « vantege ground—in its prestige, its po-
pular masses, its theology, its dieciplinary sys-
tem. ite educational provisions, its missions
dotting the outlines of the worli—which can be
made more available than that of any other Pro-
testant community ?

nomin

We hesitate not to assume
the solemn fact in respect not only to Eogland,
and America, but to the entire Protestant world.
80 far as the New World is concerned, no in-
teliigent observer ean hesitate to concede it
the numerical, not to say moral, precedence of
the denomization being here unquestioned. In
the mother country it has the same precedence
among Diseenting bodies ; and if, as Mackin-
tosh and Buckle have predicted, the Anglican
Establishmert cannot survive the present cen-
tary, Wesleyan Methodism, having the national
lithurgy and theolagy, and an incomparably su-
pericr practical system, can bardly have a doubt-
fal destiny, In respect to the heathen world,
the great mission fleld, it is sufficient to allude
to the admitted statisiicai fact, that Methodism
comprizes mord ¢overts from paganism than all
other Proteatant missions combined.”
PRESIDENT LINCOLN SPBAKS,
testimorizl addressed to the Genersl
Confirerce of the Methedist Episcopal Church
ia May, 1864, by P.esiden: L in, he u\'s:
“* Nobly sustained as the Government has b;'hn
by sll the Churches, I would utter nothing wkich
might in the least appear invidious rgainst any,
Yet without thini mey fairly be said that the
Methodict Episconal Chureh;
than the best, is by its gieater numwbers, the
mos! impojtait of all. It is 5o fault in others
that the Miethodist Church gends 3

to the fi
more prajers to he

In

not less devoted

d, more LUTss

3 to the ho
:v20 than aoy.”
I will call rio more witreeces at present, The
These testimcuies to
L-tthem resd, mark,

We have no

8o to the jury

querge! sptist Church, * We may eri-
ticies wiid exhibit the weak points in its creed,
88 We may probe the defeetive peculiarities of

our owa economy ; but we may do-these things

euunciation by Philip Exbury until now, its ad- 1

Liverpool.
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Hints to Young Ministers.
BY REV. ROBERT BOYD.

I have spoken in strong terms of the import-
ance of preparation for the pulpit. and of a con-
stant and faitbful’ study ot the Word of God.
But our deperdence upon such preparation

which are made to open up to vs with uncom-
mon clearness, often within a few hou:s, or it

we have been praying for the influence of the
Holy Spirit, and feel strongly our need of d
vine assistance, may we not reasonably conclude
that these impressions are in amswer fo our
prayers, and that the -subject suggested is from
above ? Of course, to neglectstudy and always
to depend upon impulses, is sheer fanaticism ;
but that is something entirely different from what
I refer to.

For example, I know a minister who bad pre-
pared his sermon for the Sabbath with great
care. After preaching in the forenoon with
much liberty, he went in the afternoon to take
an important part in a church recognition ser-
vice. On returning his migd turned all at o: ce
from the subject upon which he had made such
ample preparation, to anotber on which he
made ©o ;:ze;:ura!ie‘::; at all He exp:cted a
large congregation, sod knew that meny intelli
gent strangers would be tkere, upon whom be
wished to make a favorable impression. His
pride, and regard to bis own reputation, made
' him wish to preach his well-prepared sermon.—
But still the new sutjsct was preesed upon him
with a power that he felt it hard to resist, and
thought after thought came rcllicg upon his
snd a clearneas which he
was 8

mind with a vividoess
Ibad rever experienced before. There
cevers mental etruggle goirg on in Lis wind,
which pathereti fresh strengtt on the hour for
preachiog arrived.
In this state of mind ke ericred tbe pulpit,
his writien sermorn in. his pocket, his new sub-
rject fillirg bis mind.  In the opening prayer be
got very near God. He felt as if his sdorabic
Redeemer was in the pulpit with him, and sil
his vain thoughts about what -the people might
hiok of him urd his preaching paoseed from hi
miod as vnwertay s moment’s attention, He
preacbed from the snbject suggeeted, gnd witl
the happicst resulis. Scarcely hed he reacted
his study when a joung men came in, the tears
running down lus cheeks, and exclaimivg, “ O
can there be any mercy for ruch a sinner as 1
am P’ 'That young man wes not
ed and added to bat
felt called of God to preach the Goepel; and
after gradustiog with hovor et Chicago Usiver-

My ccnvert

the chuieh, afterwards

sity, and paesing through a theological éourse
at Rochester, was ordained to the ministry, with
bright prespects of future usefulners. Nor was
this all. For months afierwards many were
added to the church, who dated their first reli-
gious impreasioa to the sermon referred to.
Now it is evident thzt had that minister re-
sisted the impression of ibet evening, and for-
mslly gone on with his prepsred sermon, he
would have grieved the 8pirit of Gud, and
bibught condemnation upen his own soul. We
ehonld study and labor cs if all depended upor
our own ¢fforts, and yet leave ourselves perfectly
free to be guided by divine influences, and by
the leadings of special previdences.

In letely reading the life of Rev. Dr. Murray,
I found a fact which occuired in his experience,
which illustrstes this subject to some extent.—
One »frernoon that good msn was preparing for
an: evening lecture, but he found hkis mind sc
wonderfuily sluggish end barren that he could
not connect his thoughts nor fix th'm on any
subject. He turmed over the pages of his Bible
agsin and sgain, but could fiod no text that
suggested a theme upun which to speak. H:
bowed in prayer, but could get no light no com-
fort. His own description of his state of miad
is, * Of all the days of my life, that was the
day in which I could sey, most emphaticelly, ae
to apiritusl things, that ‘a horror of great dark-
neew’ had fallen upon me.  The sun, moon and
sters bad all gone out ia my spiritual eky.”—
Thisa mental darkness remained till the bell
rang for meeting, atd aimost in despair he en.
tered tke lecture-room, which, to his regret, he
found unususlily full.

He suddenly resclved to change the service
into a prayer-meeting. He read the forty-
second Psalm, as expressive of his own inward
state of feeling. “ O my God, my soul is cast
down within me.” He called on several of the
brethren to pray, who did so with great unction
and solemnity ; one of them entering into the
spirit of the psalm that had been read. During
this prayer Dr. Murray felt impressed to speak
on the subject of spiritual declension. He did
80, speaking of the causes, the marks and remedy
of such a state of mind. ’
The results had best be told in his own words.
“On the afternoon of the next day a pious
female called to see me. She alluded to the
service of . the previous evening as one of the
most solemn she had ever attended. I heard
her with silence and made no response. One o
the men who prayed, soon after called ; he made
the pame remark. The solemnity of that even-
ing’s lecture was a topic of conversation fo
some days with those who were present. The
prayer-meetings were soon fully attended
There were searchings of heart among the peo-
ple. Our public and social services increased
in altendance and solemnity. The praying and
the anxious ones, us they invariably do, multi-
plied simultaneously ; and thus opened the first
revival in Elizsbethtown, under my ministry,
which continued for upwards of u year, gently
distiiling its blessed influcices, multiplying the
folldwers of Christ and their greces. Some of
its subjects ure now useful and faithful winisters
of the Gouspel. Never did | n:ﬁe fally realige
the truth of the proverb, * The darkest houp s
jast before Hght,’ or the seyiag of the psainsist,
¢ He thet goeth forth ard weepeth, bearing

< pre
cious teed,

shali doubtless come sgain with re-

joicing bringing his sheaves with him.’”

In th: ccorse of God's providence, 't will

sometimes be necessary to lay aside your pre
) our pre-

ought not to be so rigid as to prevent us taking
up subject suddenly flasked vpon the mind,and | G 4

may be momests of the time of preaching. If
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Letter from Rev. Geo
To the Editor ¢f the Provineial w;
DeaR BROTHER,—
eslcemed

Butcher,
l‘.lyu

At the request of
ks the Prb‘iucu_ 1
this cen.munication’ to inform thew of
errival in Ecgland. It

Wany
.'ulu.'j
is with deep qr:i ""
felt gratittde to the Gogd cmevidclnce"-':
Grace, thet I record the loving Kindsesy M‘
me:(i)' which have foliowed me lhrou;homml‘
u?) J‘UY"‘-*’BV eud  reunited me with my M}‘:
circ'e. The BS58R¢ hcross the A'.lll.tiri\l:t'- ;

¢ 1t view of the advangeg seuaon of u:
year, snd the henvy winda which Lag :

lends gy

faverat

been
oy i
vailing, "
LA }

A enther we
The w €r w08 exeeedingly coid, gng

. I 2
1y witds beat yy

bigh ncitts
& Us v (Be iy

four days, ruising & heavy ses, woe

) ’ dely
the decks with wuter, aud o il N
+ BIG oceastoned Wore 1 4

the ususl rocunt of ees-vickness, Very foy ..

sxperiencad exemplion feem 1he o idicas
Jie wling power of this walaga

were o me, wud to negrly all on b

by
aard, days ..;
grevt tiflering, sid vey weanly did (ae !.l\.k:i
as \‘u' lay tossing 10 and fro, and lowging
o ¢ Improvement i the weather, hopiag
that-would produce a ¢ orres pondiog improe.
ment in our bealth and spivite. Yot in the mig,
of ali the goud ship sped enwards, pot 8 pask
vas looscued, or @ bolt started, all way secure
snd progress woe mede towards our de.iu.;
baven,

The Istter part of the voyage was fir mere
pleasant, the winds were high, bat were con
stently faverable, so that on the forencon of the
secoud S:turdey, we ceught sight of leland ;
and in the evgning the mail bags were lapded
Q}ecnn!(mﬁt&

Three of vur puscengers londed at Qoeens
town, two of whom were immediately sppre
hended 88 Fenians, we could not asesrtain o
the Detectives cbiained a clue to guide them,
but many suspicicus trings had led ue to enter.
tain unfavourable cpinious of the very men, whe
thus taken care of, and prevented doing
mischief ou the shores of Ireland. We bl
quite a lcrge company on board, amongst whes
were some beloved (viende, whose presence ssi

were

attention were much piized, and greatly reiiew
the tedium ol the voyage, Liverpool was ree
ed on Seblbata Dic. 16, at 4 p. m., we beett
been just 93 duys out from Halifax, Ther
ther Lere is delightfully mild, and floe #ép*
parations for the enjoyment of (Chrissss t1e
aprarent on every hand. g
Yet there is sorrow and wail of wee, 685
count of the fearful coliiery explosnnby st
seversl bundred men have perished, wd '
communities plt into hopeless grie 8¢
a!most irremediable ruin,

With kiud greetings to yourself, Mr. Baia,
and all my friends, and Ir.t-ndin(u‘li!(n-v?
to avail myself, of the same mediom of echny

o8 a6

nication.
I remain, &.  G¥o. Bucait
Newark-on- Trent, Dec. 20, 1866.
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The Religiouns Newspaper

At an ecclesiastical Convention M'l“!‘::i
in cne of the central States, the Rer. D" )
address, on the importas™
er a8 an auxiliar?
ich the following

delivered a telling
of the Religious Newspap
the christian ministry, of Wh
an extract :—

It may be that some will’cmclndnthuli:;
overestimated the benign inflaences of m:d X
religious newspaper. 1 have not “f‘epdtd
hought or a word unprcmedinled. Linte

o s;;y all that I have said. g

farther thsn did the Assem

atterances upon this s:me subject. mi;;;
the religious newspaper “bas 3 'M'qm'on
influence upon the member!"f"“"m.‘-rnu
than tracts, books, or quarterly Yf"‘dm_
It is one of the best foreig® &

believe it. Jes Nob

tors that we can bring into our faml'e &

ing, save the Bible, can do mor s
intellectual ard social cul‘tnre of ou waPm .
Nothing that will, at so little expenl;:.m"‘ .
more efficient co oporatomo 'Mn:idm' i
tel's us all atout the external c;.w ¥
Crurch ; having walked about ’k,‘ -
and marked ber bulwarks, o
reports 10 us lbal: 2
with no breaches®

}9 oKD

her towers,
sidered her palaces, it
a city compact together, ol
walle, and that * Jehovah Jireh .
in burnished c:\pitals over the gafe‘"(;r'
too, bring us news of the oW§lﬂ§M‘
fields, and the want of Jaborers it ¥
These papers come to® The
American Zion. "
carefally surver® L
Their visiod Jigs! )
They are the B
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whola field, the world.
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> and

ain. _
inspirit 05 ° F
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with the little one clamberin

pared scrmon for something more adapted to
the unexpected circumstanees in which vou ere |
placed. Some startling and ularming event has{

ina ma.nly spirir T who imagice that
Methodists cherish host! ity agaiast their Bap-|
tist brethren, do .ot understand 1he genius of our

occurred on Saturday aftern~os or Sabbath
morning that ought to be dwelt upon, and that '
will render your preparati

interior state of
' v ‘ ons quite inappro- | finger up n he
system, nor tke spirit of its peoplz, The Baptist | priate.  In such caseés do not be ‘afraid ger uf

? . o take |ghe is praying,
Church hag a fair record to show. It has brought ' a text that will enforce the voi el 4

; ' s ice of God in the | while sinncrs are 91"’“‘
many precious trophies to .tte feet of Jesus. providence, or the same voice that has spoken 'jasting ruin. They bring U4
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