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, «cast Aside.”
’Twere' well—whilst fondly cherished gems 
Of wosa, were husbanded with cere ;
To * cast atide” earth's vanities and toys,
For things of priceless cost and beamy rare.

Twer» well, whilst clasp’d with firm embrace. 
Bright JeweW, gather'd in fair virtue's road j 
To cast aside the tinsil’d dross that clings.
To trifles, which but aid life’s cares lo load.

Twere well, to cherish friendship's generous 
smile,

Great gift to man on life’s tempestuous sea ; 
And cast aside the treacherous look that lures, 
With feigned love, to vice and misery.

Twere well, whilst all that's valuable to man, 
Stern virtue stamp* as genuine and pure ;
Were gently nursed with an assiduous care.
And vice cast off, e’er yet too late to cure.

Truth, heav'n born principle; tho’ it may bring, 
Contempt and ridicule—tho’ fools deride ;
That lovingly embrace : tho’ falsehood promise 

fame,
And all earth's gifts : this cast aside.

The world may promise pleasure and its smile, 
And paint with fascinating front its dross ;
It smiles, but to deceive and bids to cast aside, 
What lost, were sure to1 prove our greatest loss.’

The sceptic bids us cast aside all dread,
To lightly prise the meek and lowly heart ;
To fondly drink of life’s inebriate draft.
And act as man, the bold unblushing part :

To turn a listless ear, to themes divine.
And cast aside the page by heaven inspired ;
To scorn the story of the Cross—and Him, 
Who on its rough and rugged wood expired.

The syren voice of giddy laughter cries,
» Cast far aside,” thy fears and -tiarking cares ; 
Nor heed the gloomy moralist or sage,
Bat take of life thy full o’erflowing share :

Drink deeply, and drink largely, earthly bliss, 
Quaff the last drop in mad’ning pleasure’s bowl ; 
And cost aside all thoughts of future ill,
And in the sea of mirth and splendour roll

So once preach’d Satan in fair Eden’s bowers, 
And so his servants—since the fatal hour ; 
When its first pair were led to cast aside,
^ie warning kind—and own the tempter’s 

power.

Then take the cross—esteem it at ft* worth, 
AU aise, bat value at its proper soft;
Tee east aside the worldlings hoarded prise, 
Nor think the barter for its vole# lost ?

August 1st. 1854. <?-

schools. The latest programme of this party being borne in mind, the importance of a 
concedes at length the incorporation of re- well-regulated movement of this kind can the 
ligiou* schools ; which is an unwilling bom- scarcely be exaggerated at a time when the 
age, on their part, to the religious principle nation is entering upon a loftier intellectual 
at work in other directions. , career. When the celebrated Niebuhr visit- j;

“ The number of Wesleyan schools taught j ed England some few years ago, he exp: 
by Masters or Mistresses trained by the ed great disappointment with the state of

English society, as to its literary 
tific acquirements. The effect of that cen­
sure bas been felt, and the elite amoeg ne 
are straining every nerve to raise the -intel­
lectual tone. Meanwhile the British Asso­
ciation has already given a stimulus to lb* 
educational institutions of the country.

From the Wesleyan Methodist Msgeiine of July.

Wesleyan Methodism in the 
Nineteenth Century.

Continued from our Last.
But it is as the tried friend of religious edu­

cation for the masses of the people, that the 
value of Wesleyan Methodism, of late credit­
ably apparent, seems destined to appear Still 
more conspicuous. AH parties, Popish and 
Tractarian, High-Church as well as Evange­
lical, Dissenters as well as Methodists, are 
thoroughly alive to the supreme importance 
of education, as an instrument for forming 
the religious character of the rising genera­
tion. This fact is full of promise for the 
welfare of the country ; for, bad it been 
otherwise, that generation would have pass­
ed into the hands of the National Associa­
tion, with all the chances of being moulded 
to the purposes of a godless philosophy. In 
the late conflicts of parties on this subject, it 
is gratifying to trace the educational efforts 
of the Wesleyans. In 1839 the High- 
Church party were made to feel their for­
midable opposition to the scheme of dioce­
san schools, which was a most intolerant 
one ; and in the same year the Romanists 
encountered the same vigilant foe in their 
attempt to secure educational influence in 
the country. The Tractarians, with consum­
mate tact, have repeatedly endeavoured lo 
secure a bias in their favour in the plans of 
the Council of Education. Now, consider­
ing the Popish character of their teaching, 
and the illiberal exclusion of the children of 
Dissenters from the benefit even of secular 
education in their schools except on impossi­
ble conditions, it is a valuable service which 
Wesleyan Methodism has rendered to the 
Protestantism of the country, and to $ivil 
and religious liberty in general, by uphold­
ing in 1846-7 the hands of a liberal Govern­
ment in their resistance of Tractarian craft 
and policy. The Wesleyans bad also pre­
viously, in 1842, joined the Dissenters in 
opposing the factory-clauses of the Bill 
brooght in by Sir James Graham, but with­
drawn in consequence of the opposition 
which it excited. On that memorable occa­
sion it is impossible to forget in what c&ir- 
teoue terms Sir James Graham in a British 
House of Commons, signalized the Wesley­
an protest as a most weighty document, Am­
in ending the respectful consideration of the 
House. Having defeated the designs of an 
exclusive High-Churchism, the Wesleyans 
afterwards supported a more comprehensive 
scheme of education proposed by the Com- 
mittee of Council ; and since then their edu­
cational efforts bave been of a magnitude to 
entitle them to thepraiseof a high-mind­
ed patriotism. For Wesleyan Metho­
dism, though the most imposing embodi­
ment of the voluntary principle m tbie 
country, has never yet placed itself in oppo­
sition to a legitimate agency on the part of 
Government in educational matters. Its 
eagle-eyed leading men, from the beginning, 
saw through the sophistry of a certain party 
in confounding education with religion, and 
in resisting all Government interference 
alike with education and religion, as equally 
pernicious- They perceived at a glance, 
that * public worship and popular educatjpn 
are not identical ; nor will all the reasoning 
in the world, however ingenious, ever make 
them so." The Wesleyans have, on the 

. other hand, done much to vindicate this 
great work from ecclesiastical usurpation ; 
and on the other, to dissipate the day-dream 
o a fastidious voluntaryism. They have 
done more than this. They have been 
among the most active of those religious par­
ties whose exertions in the cause of educa­
tion have defeated the original aim of the 
•e^-styWd National Association to tax the 
•waswnity for tbs support of purely locular

Education Committee of the Conference, is 
202 ; and there are 195 other schools in 
connection with that Committee. The 
schools of both these classes are subdivided 
into 54 boys,' 56 girls,’ 247 mixed, and 40 
infant schools,—altogether, 897 ; having an 
average attendance of 21,914 boys, 12,957 
girls, and 8,752 infants, or, in the whole, of 
38,623 scholars, being an average of 97 to 
each school.”

In a complete review of the educational 
efforts of Wesleyan Methodism, we are 
bound to advert to Sunday-school instruction, 
(in which her labours have been very gigan­
tic,) as showing the large amount of good 
which religions Seal alone can accomplish. 
Nor is it immaterial to remark on the apti­
tude of the system promptly to meet a press­
ing emergency, rather than allow the evils 
it sought to counteract to go on accumulating 
until a more perfect educational machinery 
could be brought into play. Its Sunday- 
school efforts thus became the platform on 
which was afterwards reared the more per­
fected system of day-schools, with its Nor­
mal Training Institution,—the whole being 
on a par with the more urgent wants and the 
higher demands of society, in everything but 
its extension ; and that continues steadily to 
widen, “ like a circle in the waters-”

Hitherto we have spoken of the education 
of the masses. But the Connexion had 
other cares of the same kind to occupy her 
parental bosom. There were the sons of 
her Preachers, her rising ministry, and the 
sons of her wealthy laymen, to be fitted by 
education for their respective spheres of use­
fulness. Hence the Kings wood an<( Wood- 
house-Grove Schools ; the Theological Insti­
tution ; and the two Collegea of Sheffield and 
Taunton, affiliated with the London Univer­
sity. Now, all these institutions have suc­
cessively arisen to meet some obvious and 
pressing necessity. And the fruit they have 
borne attests the wisdom of their establish­
ment That of the Theological Institution, 
especially, is as ominoos of rich and increas­
ing blessing, as the cluster of grapes cute 
down by the spies at the brook Esbcol gave 
promise of a land that should flow with atilk 
and honey. Scholars, indeed, from all these! 
schools have honourably 
selves, and in pasta of high 
have done the State as vroB i 
no sroaH servie*.

In addition to
hat ■

considerable importance in forming the 
minds of large classes of our 'countrymen. 
The names of Wesley, Benson, Clarke, 
Watson, Townley, Treffry, Powell and 
others, will suggest works of divinity of 
which the Connexion may well be proud. 
Most of them, indeed are a credit to our com­
mon Christianity. The admirable and im­
mortal work of the late Mr. Treffry, on the 
Eternal Sonship of Christ, extorted even the 
high commendation of the organ of Tracta- 
nanism, the British Magazine. Ethnology, 
too, and the science of living languages, are 
not a little indebted to Wesleyan Mission­
aries, who have enlarged our acquantance 
more especially with the dialects of Africa. 
And if, as we shall soon show, Wesleyan 
psalmody has won an easy conquest over the 
Tractarian lyre ; so also may it be confident­
ly asserted, that Wesleyan biography has 
put to the blush, in all that exalts human 
nature, by the exhibition of saving truth 
embodied in the blameless lives and happy 
deaths of Christian men and women, both 
Popish and Tractarian lives of saints, with 
all their puerile superstition, and frivolous 
miraculous pretentions. No stronger proof 
of the value of Wesleyan biography need be 
adduced, (in addition to every one’s consci­
ousness of edification who reads il) than the 
well-known fact, that the late Robert Hall 
was wont to refresh and brace his Christian 
principles and sentiments by its earnest per­
usal The Wesleyan Magazine, independ­
ently of its biography, is a periodical of 
high literary excellence, and replete with 
varied religious instruction. It keeps pace 
with the increased intelligence of its readers, 
and will not shrink from a comparison with 
contemporary religious journals.

There is another species of literature, 
more fugitive, certainly, but scarcely less 
effective, in the shape of lectures delivered 
to large audiences of young men athirst for 
information, in what are called “ Mutual 
Improvement Societies." These Associa­
tions for the promotion of learning and 
science, as well as of religion, in the middle 
and humbler ^classes, are greatly on the in­
crease among us ; and, if properly controlled, 
give promise of an abundant harvest of 
moral and intellectual fruit. And their 
value, at a time when the infidel principles 
of “ Secularism ” have taken a wide sweep 
among the operatives in large towns, is in­
calculable. Whoever has read the volume 
of Lectures against Socialism, delivered un­
der tlm, direction of the London City Mis­
sion, in 1840, (on which occasion Richard 
Matthews, barrister, and the Rev. George 
Cubitt, took a conspicuous part,) will be at 
no loss to estimate the importance of this 
species of literature. There is one excel­
lence in these “ Mutual Improvement So­
cieties,” which demands emphatic notice.— 
It is this : If properly managed, they give 
religion its due place as the sun of their sys­
tem of instruction, around which the subjects 
of science and literature revolve as so many 
planets, deriving from that centre all their 
warmth and inspiration. In this respect, 
they possess a conservative influence un­
known to our Mechanic’s Institutes, and Li 
terary and Philosophical Societies, which, 
under the pretext of getting rid of religious 
squabbles, too much ignore the paramount 
authority of revealed religion. Too much 
care, however, cannot be expended on the 
organisation and management of these So­
cieties. For observation has shown, that, 
when confided to inexperienced hands, to un­
fledged disputants, and dabblers in literature 
and science, they are almost sure to end in 
worthless debating clubs, in which scepti­
cism soon plays a prominent part ; and the 
result is, that they quickly lose whatever 
conservative influence they at first possessed, 
and cease to be the handmaids of religion, 
constitutional government, and social order. 
This is the language of sober troth i and we 
eoeld, if necessary, sabstantiata the state­
ment by fact, TWee

London University, also, has both widened 
the portals to the balls of learning and raised 
the standard of acquirement, insomuch that 
Oxford and Cambridge have been compelled 
to extend their curriculum of study, tn order 
to meet the demands of a more inquisitive 
age. Within the last few months Wesley 
anism, by a spontaneous rather than an au­
thorised effort, bat taken a new flight, and 
if we may be allowed to say so, has achieved 
creditable success in a more ambitious sphere 
of literature. A Quarterly Review has 
been brought out, which promises to exert 
a powerful influence on the more educated 
classes. Nor can it fail to compel a more 
general attentions to the movements of 
actiVe and influential church of Christ, of 
which, but for such an advocate, many might 
have continued voluntarily ignorant ; and, 
what is of more consequence, it will assist in 
leavening our national literature with the 
active ferment of evangelical truth.

In the periodical literature devoted to 
Wesleyan Methodism there is a weekly pro­
duction, which claims some notice from its 
laudable aim to uphold the British Const! 
tution. It is not strictly an official publica­
tion. We allude to the Watchman. Some 
of the leading minds in our Connexion long 
ago foresaw, what Mr. Kay so forcibly pre­
dicts, the sure spread of republican and re­
volutionary opinions among the millions of 
our Lancashire and Yorkshire populations 
felt equally anxious ifith him “ to anliet 
many as possible of our poorer classes on 
side of order, and to increase as row * 
possible thé conservative feelings of the 
pie " generally. Persuaded' that the 
meat of fneedoo —am­
ity require the constant interposition of reli­
gions principle to hold Jhemln nnmhjjjpjtau 
and to regulate tfceir respective 

A»1 weekly roeaiM 
with the professed design of drawing 

_ .’s artwtfite from mereparty poikies 
to objects of universal and everlasting obli­
gation. Its principal aim wro^Fom^

influence 
edoeetion,

by such 
atson end many 
oon temporaries, 

by the most com pe­
inte Lord Chan- 

of the platform ad- 
Catholic emanci pa­
in his place in the 
his own part, bav- 
tacial papers trans- 
reports of the dé­

placé at numerous 
’, for the purpose of 

petitioning Partiemet* against further con- 
cesaiooeto the Cat holies, be had been aston­
ished to uliseroa the ability and knowledge 
manifested by the Ministers of the Wesley­
an MethcNrtf who had taken par$ in these 
debates." Innumerable have been the cases 
in which theoeMMlera have stepped aside 
from the JMtfaxff pastoral instruction,
and by aeert of moral gladiatorship grap­
pled in due ' swrmnnfrr with the advocates 
of error. •

Tele Contained.

Never yet was the female 
the steady faith of 

t, wealth 1 they are 
fat the brightest day, unless 
■dess religion throw her 

to purify and exalt ; 
that which seemed all

eternity.
true to these principles, the Watchman has 
long borne an honorable part with other 
journals associated in the same sacred mis­
sion, as the Record, the Scottish Guardian, 
the Aberdeen Constitutional, the Dublin 
Record, and others, in leavening the commu­
nity with a wholesome Christian Conserva­
tism. These journals, by inculcating that 
Christianity is the only safe instrument of 
reform, and that Protestantism is the very 
cement of the British Constitution, are sur­
rounding that Constitution with better bul­
warks than standing armies.

There is one desideratum in the lilerary 
department of our system, which, possibly, 
less than another century’s experience of 
the want of it will induce the Connexion to 
supply. We have had our Walshes, Clarkes, 
Xownleys, Powells, Treflrys, and others, 
who have done good service to the Chris­
tian Church at large by their defences of 
“ the faith once delivered to saints.” But 
the demands on the active services of an 
itinerant Ministry brought most of tliese la­
borers to a premature grave, wherein lie 
buried magnificent projects which they felt 
themselves well fitted by previous studies to 
complete. In their case, of bow much have 
the Coonexioo been deprived by an infrac­
tion of the laws of over-worked human na­
ture ! The desideratum to which we al­
lude may be inferred from the following sen­
timent of the late Rev. Thomas Powell : “ I 
almost long,” said he, “to be it) some Pre­
bendary’s golden stall, wholly at leisure to 
devote my days and nights to this work of 
defending the faith !" The Connexion needs 
about half a dozen men,—choice spirits, de­
voted and set apart to polemical divinity, 
general Christian literature, and scientific 
pursuits. But there are some among us, 
who, unconscious of the obligations of a com­
prehensive ecclesiastical policy, woald rise 
up in wrath against such a proposal, as if 
the design were to thwart the objects of an 
itinerant Ministry, and to foster sinecures, 
and all sorts of corruption. These brethren, 
generally more intolerant than most others 
of friendly relations with the Church of Eng­
land, are yet most unwilling to allow to Me­
thodism, as an independent church, those 
additions toits existing establishments' which 
the state of society and of the world demands 
at our hands. They cannot perceive that, 
without some such appendix of cloistered 
learning,—“ a living fountain-head, not the 
dormitory of literature."—Wesleyan Metho­
dism is no match for Jesuitism, Tractarian- 
ism, and other foes, and cannot stand on 
even ground with the established Clergy.— 
Yet, what a blessing would it not have been 
to this country, if, during the career of the 
famous Tracts for the Times, we could have 
maintained a counteracting agency from the 
Wesleyan press, worthy of ourselves and of 
the great spiritual interests at stake ! How 
would the Protestantism of the country, 
grateful as it has been for our platform as­
sistances, have welcomed so seasonable an 
interposition of literary influence I Let our 
laity multiply their schools and Mutual Im­
provement Societies as they please,—pro­
viding they also allow the scholarship of 
their Ministers, which would be much pro­
moted by the project just mooted, to rise in 
the same proportion ; and, above all, cherish 
a more profound style of erudition in a few 
at the summit of the scale, in order that they 
may cope with the most erudite and accom­
plished of our adversaries. Society and the 
world, we trust, are destined at no distant 
day to feel, amongst other “ weapons of oar 
warfare mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds,” the weight and edge 
of a more thorough Christian literature than 
we have yet wielded in the cause of God 
and His truth.

There is another mode of public useful­
ness for which the training of a Wesleyan 

admirably qualifies him, when be 
b a man of more titan s

beautiful—in health or 
poverty We never 
of the good, but soft 
the air, end the bur- 

>Lo I peaee is here.”

eaOenty with
life, we should And the chief cense of un­
happiness, want of religion in woman.

And in felon’s cells—in places of crime, 
misery, destitution, ignorance—we should 
behold, in all its most horrible deformity, the 
fruit of irréligion in woman. *

Oh, religion 1 benignant majesty, high 
on tby throne thou sittest, glorious and 
exalted. Not above the clouds, for earth 
clouds come never between thee and truly 
pious souls—not beneath the clouds, for 
above thee is heaven, opening through a 
broad vista of exeeedingjbeauty.

Its gates are the splendor of jasper and 
precious stones, while with a dewy light that 
neither flashes nor blazes, but steadily pro­
ceeded from the throne of God. Its towers 
bathed in refulgent glory ten times the 
brightness of ten thousand suns, yet soft, un­
dazzling to the eye.

And there religion points. Art thou 
weary ? It whispers, “ rest—up there— 
there — forever.” Art thou sorrowing? 
“joy.” Art thou weighed down with un­
merited ignominy ? “ kings and priests in 
that holy home." Art thou poor Î *• the 
very street before thy mansion shall be 
gold.” Art thou friendless ? “the angels 
shall be thy companions, and God thy Friend 
and Father.”

Is religion beautiful ? We answer, all is 
desolation and deformity where religion is 
not.

Beyond the River.
The following heantffn! lines, from the Dublin Uni 

versitr Msgnzmej will remind the render ol iueM 
scene in Banyan’, “ Pilgrim's Progrès» ”

Time is a river deep and wide ;
And while along its banks we stray,

We see our lov’d ones o’er its tide 
Sail from oar eight away, away.

Where are they sped—they who return 
No more to glad our longing eve» ?

They’ve passed from life’s contracted bourne 
To land unseen, unknown, that lies

Beyond the river.

Tis hid from view ; but we may guess 
How beautiful that realm must be :

From gleaming» of it* lovetiaees,
In visons granted, oft we tee.

The very clouds that o’er it throw 
Their vail, on raised for mortal sight,

With gold and purple tinting» glow,
Reflected from the glorious light

Beyond the river.

And gentle airs, eo sweet, so calm,
Steal sometimes from their viewless sphere ; 

The mourner feels their breath of balm,
And soothed sorrow dries the tear.

And sometimes list’ning ears may gain 
Entrancing sound that hither floats ;

The echo of a distant strain.
Of harps and voices blended notes.

Beyond the river.

There are our lov,d ones in their rest ;
They’ve crossed Time’s river—now no more 

They heed the bubbles on its breast,
Nor feel the storms that sweep its shore.

But there pure love can live, can last—
They look for us their home to share ;

When we in turn away have passed,
What joyful greetings wait us there

Beyond the river !

The Curse of God Terrible to
Mftn-

When thou with rebukes dost correct man for ini­
quity, thou mskest his beauty to consume away like a 
moth.—Psalms xxxix: 11.

Insincere Prayers.
“ When vs pray, my, Our Father which art In heaven.’’

“Ye ask and receive not, because ye esk amiss."
Many say the Lord’s prayer that do not 

pray it ; they, like Austin before hie conver­
sion, when he prayed for chastity, are afraid 
lest God should bear them ; they do not 
care that God should say amen, or, so be it, 
though they themselves will say so. They 
say “ Our Father,” but if he be their Fath­
er, where is his honour ? They say, “which 
art in heaven,” but did they believe it, how 
durst they sin as they do upon earth? They 
say, “ Hallowed be thy name,” yet take 
God’s name in vain. They say. “ Thy king­
dom come,” yet opjjose the coming of his 
kingdom. They say, “ Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven,” yet will not 
stand to their words : for this is the will of 
God, their sanctification ; but they want 
none of that. They say, “ Give us this day 
our daily bread,” yet mind not the feeding 
of their souls with “ the bread which came 
down from heaven.” They say, “ Forgive 
us, as we forgive others,” but, alas 1 if God 
should take them at their word, how undone 
were they whose hearts burn with malice 
and revenge ! They soy, “ Lead us not into 
temptation,” yet run into it, and tempt Satan 
himself to tempt them. They say, “Deliver 
us from evil," and yet deliver themselves to 
evil, and give themselves up to “ fulfil the 
lusts of the flesh." Yea, it hath been ob­
served, that they sin most against this prayer 
who stickle most for the saying of it. Rea- 
der, bow often hast thou been guilty of such 
vain petitions and repetition* ? Wonder not, 
if thpu prayest in such a manner as this, 
that thou receives! nothing. Labour to get 
a deep sense of the majesty of God, and of 
his mercy, upon the mind, that thy prayers 
may be fervent and earnest, and God will 
bless thee.

Assist and teach ms how to pray.
Incline my nature to obey ;
Whet thon ibhorreat let me flee,
And only love what pleasae Thee

Whoever sleeps within the shadow of the 
Upas tree perishes. The insidious vapor 
which exhales from its leaves steals into the 
seat of life, poisons its fountain, and spreads 
pallor and death over the form of the sleep­
er, who, unconscious of the power that de­
stroys him, soon ceases to live.

This is a fearful picture. But more fear­
ful U the fate of that man, who, forgetful of 
hie weakness and guilt, dares to enter the 
precincts of the curse of God. Mournful in­
deed is the strain of the Psalmist as he sings 
of such an one :—When thou with rebukes 
dost correct man for iniquity, thou makest 
his beauty to consume away like a moth! 
This is terrible indeed. It teaches that by 
joining himself to iniquity, a man enters th'e 
sphere of the divine rebuke. Deaf as the 
adder to the voice of correction, he persists 
in his sin. Then the curse of God, wasting 
as a moth, and deadly as the upas tree, falls 
upon him. HU beauty fades as the devices 
of the skilful needle-woman perish from the 
tapestry when the moth consumes it. His 
tread loses its wonted firmness, the fires 
are quenched from his eyes, moss grows 
upon hif^eyebrows, bis flesh decays and 
shrinks upon bis bones, his once proud mien 
vanUhee, and his form bends as beneath an 
nnsopportable load. His intellect, too, grows 
obscure ; his wisdom becomes folly ; his cour­
age trembling ; hw hope despair ; his renown 
lies blasted at his feet ; his riches eat like a 
canker. The things in which he gloried 
most become his abhorrence ; and then, dis-1 
gusted with earth, yet unfit for heaven, he 
gives up the ghost, but only to exist again 
where this curse shall consume for ever with­
out destroying existence. Thus his beauty 
consumes away like a moth !

Such is the effect of God’s enrse upon 
him whom God smites for iniquity. It is 
very terrible. There is nothing like it in 
the universe. Yet God is slow to inflict it. 
He is long-suffering and forbeareth much 
with wicked men. Judgment with him is a 
« strange work." He loveth best to press 
the penitent offender to his bosom. But 
even his patience hath its limits. When this 
is reached his vengeance becumeth terrible. 
Who can stand before it ? It crushes the 
spirit of the boldest sinners in a moment. 
Writhing beneath it, Randolph shrieks 
« Remorse.” Voltaire utters screams of 
agony, Gibbon is 'sad, Hume is uneasy. 
Altamont cries aloud in horrible despair. 
O, it is terrible, very terrible. Yet none 
need feel it. God’s curse is iudeed the 
avenger of sin, but it treadeth only in the 
footprints of impenitence ; it striketh none 
but those who despise and reject the cross of 
Christ. Does any man fear it? Would 
any man escape it ? Let him abandon ini­
quity, and though already his sins are as 
“ scarlet ” or “ crimson,” he shall stand un­
harmed by the curse of God ! The avenger 
cannot strike him who with broken and con­
trite spirit stands beside the cross ot Jesus. 
If then, thou hast sinned, repent. But if 
thou wilt not ; remember the sad lament of 
the Psalmist : When thou with rebukes dost 
correct man for iniquity, thou makest his 
beauty to fade away like a moth.—Zion's 
Herald.

tic love ; to give goodness a wider freedom 
by cutting its nearest ties ; to open fuller 
channels of virtue by drying up all its im­
mediate fountains ; and, having thus severed 
man's soul from homo, from brethren, front 
country, and from heaven, they congratulate 
him on his victory over prejudice ; they con­
gratulate him on his extent of dominion : 
when all is desolation ; on his fraternity t 
when all are strangers ; on hisjgisdom when 
he believes nothing and nothing is left bint 

j to believe ; they congratulate him on his 
j grandeur when there is no love in the pre- j 
! sent and no hope in the future ; they von-1 
j gratulate him on his emancipation from the ■
- bondage, of custom and superstition when j 
they have delivered him into the glorious 
liberty of a universe where there is no Deity,

! but where all is death.
! A generation not far separated from our | 
own saw aShtteopt to reduce such doctrines 

' to practice. It commenced with a declara­
tion of the widest philanthropy ; we know 
in what it ended. Calling themselves pro- j 
pbets of liberty, the men who made this 
attempt became tyrants and anarchists ; they 1 
substituted abstract maxims for homebom 
fueling» ; they substituted pagan fables for ; 
evangelical revelations ; they endeavoured | 
to repeal the natural and the religious affec­
tions ; they endeavoured to reduce their ; 
atrocious theories to fact ; but, while they | 
urged on their plans of universal welfare, 
nations stood aghast in terror at a mission 
of massacre preached in the roar of the can­
non, sealed with the baptism of fire and of 
blood. The regenerators, nothing daunted, 
swept along in their apoatleship of lust and 
carnage ; onward and onward they continu­
ed, growing wilder in their progress ; hope 
fled from before and desolation- followed 
them ; onward still they kept until their 
destiny was complete, until they perfected 
an example that history might record for an 
everlasting warning. If these preachers of 
philanthropy did not establish a blissful mil­
lennium on a godless and homeless earth 
under a fatherless heaven, in the midst of 
graves, among tombs inscribed with the 
epitaph, “Death an eternal sleep," they gave 
to the world such a spectacle of sensuality 
and slaughter as the world, we trust, will 
not be in haste to copy.—ttstns. of Genius.

alone.

on year
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Spake Moments.—Spare moments are 
the gold dust of time; and Young was 
writing a true and striking line, when he 
taught that “ sands make the mountains, and 
moments make the year." Of all the portions 
of our life, the spare minutes are the most 
fruitful in good or evil They are the gaps 
through which temptations find the so si 
acoew to the garden of the soul

Dietetics of the Soul.
It is not enough to contemplate ourselves 

objectionably ; we must treat ourselves in the 
same wsy.

One momentum may be increased or di­
minished by another, and herein lieu the 
fundamental law of mental dietetics.

We should always'eodeavour to balance 
the individual temperament by soma coun­
teracting imfhfise—presenting intellectual 
labour to the active, and practical realities to 
the suffering.

Precipitate men should accustom ihem- 
telves to write and walk slowly. Tho irre­
solute should endeavour to perform their acts 
with rapidity. The gloomy, romantic dream­
er should be trained to walk with head erect, 
to look others straight in the face, to speak 
in a loud, distinct tone of voice. It may 
seem incredible, but I can affirm from per­
sonal experience that such habits exercise a 
great influence on mind and body.

Annoyance is man’s leaven—the element 
of movement, without which we should grow 
mouldy.

The wisdom of life is partial to movement, 
not to repose.

Some thoughts are heating ; some are 
cooling. They do not bear the same relation 
as glad and mournful thoughts, for both may 
be either.

We cannot avoid moodiness ; but we may 
turn to account, as does the poet, the various 
dispositions of the mind, or give them form 
ana shape, as the sculptor his marble.

Let us educate our minds to joy, since 
tears and sighs, and fears, are symptoms of 
an enfeebled spirit, and obstacles both to vir­
tue and to health.

The fearful gem of insanity slumbers in 
every man’s mind. Watch and strive with 
all cheerful activity that it awake not from 
its slumber.

Health is nothing but beauty, morality 
and trtith.

What we strongly hope for is already ac­
complished.

Enthusiasm raises us over a thousand 
rocks on which cool calculation would be 
shattered : it gives a warmth which brings 
into play powerful and unexpected forces of 
maintenance and salvation.

We have all, at one time or another, ex­
perienced some unexpected blessing. Re­
member this when tbou art disposed to des­
pair of the future- Memory will then be­
come, as the poet says, the nurse of hope.

We are often the least indulgent to those 
who are nearest and dearest to us. The 
same holds good with regard to them.

1 have written much about the power of 
volition ; but in mental affections, where 
compulsion only causes friction, the power 
of not willing is the one we should cultivate.

We should abandon ourselves to resigna­
tion, form no plans and look to the future in 
no other light than that of hope.

Sceptical Theories—Their 
Results.

All abstract speculations, ancient or mo­
dern, which have been designed for the 
moral government of man, have endeavoured 
to make him something else than that which 
ho A and to procure some other end for 
him than that for which he seems fitted and 
created. Upon opposite principles, but with 
the same success, they have regarded him 
at an angel, or a brute ; as a pure intellect, 
or as a passive machine ; as a child of peace, 
or a lover of destruction ; as a being of mere 
sensation, or as one capable of an entire 
independence on the senses ; as a natural 
egotist, or a natural philanthropist ; and he, 
the mean while, stood unmoved by any of 
their systems, and equally distant from them 
all. Men pretended in these schemes to 
aim at universal peace, happiness, and per­
fection ; they would render their kind blessed 
without laying hold on those affections and 
faculties in the progress and cultivation of 
which their felicity consists ; they would 
render them perfect by destroying their 
nearest relationships, by blighting all that 
enlightens and consoles, by converting all 
the iftiq»»»» charities of life into joyless 
generalities. They pretended to build up Sdvsraal bmmoW on tbs ruin, of dome*

A.Question Answered by John 
Wesley.

FROM HIS SERMON ON DRESS.

The- question is—What harm does it do 
to adorn ourselves with gold, pearls, or cost­
ly array ; suppose you can afford it ? That 
is, suppose it does not hurt or impoverish 
your family ? The first harm it does is, it 
engenders pride ; and where it is already, 
increases it. Whoever narrowly observes 
what passes in his own heart will easily dis­
cern this. Nothing is more natural than to 
think ourselves better, because we are dress­
ed in better clothes. And it is scarcely pos­
sible for a man to wear costly apparel with­
out in some measure valuing himself upon i 

Secondly—The wearing gay or costly ap­
parel, naturally tends to breed and to increase 
vanity. By vanity, I here mean the love 
and desire of being admired and praised.— 
Every one of you that is fond of dress has a 
witness of this in your own bosom. Whe­
ther you will confess it before man or not, 
you are convinced of this before God. You 
know in your heart, it is with a view to be 
admired, that you thus adorn yourselves ; 
and that you would not be at the pains, 
were none to see you but God and his holy 
angels. Now the more you indulge this 
foolish desire, the more it grows upon you. 
You hare vanity enough by nature ; but 
thus Indulging it you increase M s hundred

fold. Oh stop! Aim at pleating 
and nil these ornaments will drop off. 5

Thirdly—The wearing of gay antH costly 
uppnre 1, naturally tends to begot. anoer and 
envv. turbulent and uneasy passion a and it 
is on this very account the apostle j places 
this «’ outward adorning ” in direct 4ppoat- 
tion to the “ ornament of "a mpek oM quiet 
spirit.” How remarkably does he add, 
••which is in the sight of God of greatJprice."

Fourthly—Guy and costly appareF direct­
ly tend to create and inflame lust, t

Fifthly—The wearing costly arrajy is di­
rectly opposite to the being adornJd with 
good works. Nothing can lie morc/evideat 
than this : for the more you lay cu’l 
own apparel, the less you have left I 
the naked, to feed the hungry, &c.

Sixthly—The putting on of costly Apparel 
is directly opposite to what the A)po.stle 
terms ** The hidden man of the heartXhiit 
is the whole “ image of God” wherein wo 
were created, and which is stamped anew 
upon the heart of every Christian believer ; 
opposite to “ the mind which was in Christ 
Jesus,” and the whole nature of inward holi­
ness. All the time you are studying this 
outward adorning, the whole inward work 
of the spirit stands still, or rather goes back ; 
instead of growing more heavenly-minded, 
you are more and more earthly-minded.— 
All these evils, and a thousand more, spring 
from that one root, indulging yourself in 
costly apparel.

Of Zeal fgr the Work of God
It is recorded of the Italian artist, Piero 

da Vinci, that having finished a strikingly 
beautiful statue, on which he had expends*! 
extraordinary care, he presented it to hip 
mother with the remark, “ 1 am glad to have 
finished this work. I have put my heart 
and soul into it ! *'

1 have put my heart and soul into it !— 
What streagth, what pathos in this expres­
sion ! It arrests the attention ; it moves tber 
heart. It reveals the devotion of the youth 
to his beloved art. It shows that it his 
hand had carved the beautiful figure from 
the reluctant marble, his soul had poured 
itself out in the Inspiration which bad give» 
form, grace, and almost life to the statue.— 
Fatal inspiration 1 It had drained the foun­
tain of life to the dregs. For the statue was 
scarcely finished when the spirit of the sculp­
tor passed, like a pale moonbeam, to another 
sphere.

1 have put my heart and soul into it l— 
The sacrifice was too great. A statue—
“ thing of beauty ” though it be, and hence 
a source of elevating pleasure to many ge­
nerations—is hardly worth so high a prie* 
as life. That enthusiasm for art, which is so 
intense as to drink up all the energies of Mfe, 
is extravagant. We may pity, yea, love the * 
young artist, but wo cannot commend him. 
We must not imitate him. Life ha* rela­
tions too vast, destinies too exalted, duties 
too solemn, to be exhausted on any earthly 
work. There is hut one work worthy of 
the soul’s highest enthusiasm ; and that ie 
the noble and ennobling task of seeking to 
stamp the image of Christ on mankind. In 
this work, it is indeed praiseworthy to pot 
both “ heart and soul,” aye, life itselfi Even 
Christ deemed it worth while to give his 
life for its accomplishment. Apostles, mar­
tyrs, and multitudes of earth’s holiest sons, 
have felt honoured to drink of their Master's 
most bitter cup in laboring for the same ob­
ject. Hence while the Christian carefully 
disciplines bis enthusiasm in “ the things 
which are seen, he should cherish that divine 
oharily for souls, which will stimulate him 
to put his heart and sail into tho work of 
human salvation.

Could every disciple of Christ affirm, “ I 
have put my heart and soul into the work 
of God,” there would be no dearth in the 
churches, no complaints of spiritual famine, 
no lack of conversions. On the contrary, 
the hill of Zion would be covered with rich 
harvests of souls, and the “ Lord of hosts be 
for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of 
beauty unto his people.” As effect is joined 
to cause, so is prosperity with intense devo­
tion to the work of God. For wherever the 
latter exists, there is manifested the holy 
Paraclete, the comforter, guide, and helper 
of the church, whose high office it is to con­
vince the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment.

That marked manifestations of the Holy 
Spirit have attended the labors of emineitly 
devoted Cnristians, is matter of history. In 
a multitude of instances, the divine displays 
have been so singular and astonishing as to 
compel conviction in tho minds of all who 
witnessed them, that God was indeed pre­
sent, working mightily, and affording demon­
strations of his truth as convincing, if not aa 
palpable, as the miracles which distinguished 
the apostolic period. Who, for example, 
could douht that the influence which often 
fell upon the people under the ministration» 
of Edwards, Tennant, Whitefield, Wesley,
B ram well, Smith, and others was luperna- 
tural ? That it was from above, and not 
from beneath, was also proven by its holy 
results in the lives of such as yieldsd thereto. 
A glance at a few cases ot siriguhr conver­
sions under the ministry of Wesby, may not 
he amiss here.

On one occasion a gay young hdy visiting 
London was led by curiosity to tear Wesley 
preach. Her spirit was so proftwndly affect­
ed, that her emotion was visible to all about 
her. A pious woman questicnedjier, and 
drew from her a confession of her feelings, 
and a wish that she would write to her, as 
she was compelled to leave tie city on tho 
morrow. She left London, but could not 
escape her convictions ; they rather increased 
upon her, and she became so completely 
wretched, that, yielding to the arch tempter, 
she resolved to commit suicide. Moved by 
this terrible purpose, she was ascending the 
stairs to execute it, when her father called 
her, and pieced a letter in her hands from 
the pious woman who had spoken to her on 
the day of her conviction. She opened the 
letter and found these words in it ; “ Christ 
is just ready to receive you : now is the day 
of salvation.”

The spirit of God caused this language to 
enter deeply into her soul. From the deep­
est depths of her despair, she suddenly rose 
to the height of a rapturous faith, cne 
out, “ It is, it is ! Christ is mine

She then sat down and wrote ^
her correspondent ; then added.
what had just occurred ia „

this letter, she dropped dowjt and died


