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IHHOLY WAR. / !battalions, and to the

A SERMON BY THE REvV. .. LATHERN, OF

YARMOUTH, N. 8.
y
** For every battle of the warrior is with con- |
fused noise and garments rolled in blood ; baut
this shal be with burning and fuel of fire."—
Isaiah ix. 5. |

“1It is the will of God!” shouted the |
phrenzied nultitudes, summoned for the |
recovery of the Saviour’s sepulchre and the |

Holy City from the power of the lmughly:

Saraeen ; and with boundless enthusiasm |

themselves in what was deemed a holyxi
war  In this magnificent vision of the
Hebrew Prophet, the militant host of God
engages in arduous conflict, not merely for
the purpose of planting the standard of|
the Cross over the Holy City, but for the
recovery of a ransomed world to the
Redeemer,—and with a higher meaning
than when the words ravg over the plains
of Europe we say “ It is the will of God !”
It 1s the will of God I”

‘“ For unto us a Child is born, unto us
a Son is given ; and the government shall
be upou His shoulders ; and His name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace there shall be no
end.”

Not without war, however, can the em-
pire of Emmanuel - be established ; and
without dwelling at presert on the ground
of anticipation, the personal diguity, official
glory and mediatorial administration of the
Redeemer —fitting themes for recent Christ-
mas celebration, — we concentrate our
thoughts upon the militant aspect of this
great Messianic prediction :—upon the Con-
Slict and its issues :

THE CONFLICT.

1. T'he strife 1s bloodless. 'This is not as
the battle of the warrior which is with eon-
fused noise and ¢ garments rolled in
blood.”  There can be nothing more terri-
ble than human warfare. The tramp of
infantry and the swoop of cavalry, the
crash of rending steel, and the murderous
fire and deafening peal of artillery, the
smoke and tamult of the death grapple, the
confused noise and garments rolled in
blood—

“* Rider and horze, friead and foe, in one rude burial

blent,”—

the groans of wounded and dyiog, and the
shout of exulting conquerors, the blaze of
stormed cities and the ruin and desolation
of fair and beautiful provinces, the tears of
widows and the wail of orphaus, miogle
together in the pomp ot war. But the
track of spiritual conquest is not marked
by scenes of cainage and waste and ruin.
The warriors of the Cross win no wreaths
and seek no laurels where the trampled lie
and the “red rain” saturates the ground.
The Heavenly Conqueror, whose splendid
successes are the theme of inspiration, sub-
Jugates to save, triumphs in Jove, and in
majesty rides prosperously, because of
meeknpess, truth and righteousness.

2. The weapons are spiritual : “ As in
the day of Midian,” when the victory
was won not by bow and spear and armed
chariots, but with lamps, pitchers and trum-
pets, ‘*‘the sword of the Lord and of
Gideon,” in this warfare the weapons are
not carnal but spiritual ; in modern con-
flict, the resources of science have been ex-
hausted, and inventive skill has been tasked
to the utmost in forging deadly and des-
tructive implements ; but in the day of the
Lord, as in the day of Midian, apparently
inadequate means shall be successfully em-
ployed, **not by might nor by powei,” but
by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”

The day of Midiau was to the Hebrew
suggestive of proud historicdl recollections.
Year by year, for seven years, the Midian-
itish warriors, vomads of the desert, Ara
bian tribes, Amalekites, and all the wander-
ing childrén ef the Last, as the grasshop-

pers for multitude, or as an army of locusts,
with their camels and their tents, crossed
tbe Jordan, and encamped in the broad
rich valley of Esdraelon, the battle-field of
Palestive.  They filled the land, spoiled
the people, devoured the increase of har-
vest and vintage, plundered their cattle, and
subjected them to most humiliating and
grievous bondage.  In one of these excur-
sious, encamped on the great plain, they
were slumbering in security, their camels
reposing by the teuts, no thought of attack
by the dispirited people of the land, with
ouly one disturbed dreamer, starting trom
hissleep to tell of a round cake of barley
bread, the ouly bread now obtained trom
the wasted cornlands, that rolled. its way
into the camp until it reached the royal
tent in the centre and overtarned it.
Scarcely had the dream been told when the
great host throughout the encampment was
roused by the blast of three hundred trum-
pets, the crash of three hundred pitchers,
the blaze-of three huudred torches, and the
battle-cry of three hundred warriors, break-
ing suddenly upon the calm, deep stillness
of the night.  Counsternation- and confusion
zpread through lh_e Midiu‘uixish camp. The
panic was irresistible.  Every man’s swor"d
was drawn wildly from its sheath, and in
the darkuess of the night, and the inextrica-
ble coutusion which followed, there was uo
distinction between friend and foe. The
slaughter was merciless, reckless and in-
discriminating.  Headioug the broken host
rushed down from the level plain into the
decp valley of the Jordan, and the victory
was complete. The triumph of the great
sacramental host of God’s people shall be
as in the day of Midian. When a great
deliverance was brought out by apparentiy
insignificaut means, and as if the royal tent
had been overturned by a barley loaf, a
great hest, flushed with victory and laden
with spoil, was thrown into consternation
by the onsect of three hundred men, armed
with lamps, pitchers aod trumpets. The
first followers of Jesus were few and feeble,
wheu organized and disciplined for the con-
quest of the world ; but everywhere, in gor-
geous Corinth,” in idolatrous Ephesus, in
intellectual Athens, in voluptuous Anti-
och, apd in imperial Rome, marvellous vic-
tories were achieved; and triumphs of
mercy, truth and love were rapidly and
widely eelebrated.

Iu the great battles of history, where the
weapons are carnal and the combatants
arrayed in armour and bleod, the result
bas usually answered to the strength of the

: martial spirit and
military resources of the nations engaged ;
but in this conflict, of which the Probhet
apeaks,

human agency, that the power of God is
instantly and universally recognized and
acknowlédged. The weapons of our war-
fare are mighty through God.

3. The victory is assured.  “This ghall
be with burning and fuel of fire.”
cient warfare missiles and combustible

Under the

In an- | ©f men.”

heel of the Syrian eonqueror the him a luxury to impart to others what he had

' people had sunk into ignorance and gro s felt amidst the glories of nature; but as, year

darknoess, and the tendency of sin and the

| polluted imagination are the ordinary char-
acteristics of nations which have not been
reached by the light of the gospel. Baut the
| . . . . . .
mission of Christ was one of illumination.
‘ In him was life and the life was the light
As the light of the world, He
| came to disperse the gloom and darkness of

after year, to hundreds of different parties, be

| . sly and  dominion of Satan are to darken as well bad to repeat much the same deseriptions, call
g i o the to debase. Darkened understanding and 'attention

to the eame sublimities, and indieate
the same beauties, it is almost mnpossible buat
that he should get to be at last a mere machine.
Thbrough the hardening teudency of custom,
and the debasing irfluence of gain, his aptest
descriptions and most exquisite eulogies come
to be of no greater account than the mere lan-

s P TR uage of a hireling. This the t we will 1
weapons were largely employed, and these | DAture’s night. The mission of(,‘hrmmmly‘sork out in am‘g i x‘l:' . UI_Ugb we will ;mt
2 vietoss . set op |19 1o turn men from darkness to light : and ! 150 A% ‘amous preacher
they took the Red  Cross and eumlled'muec'ed by the victorious host and set on gt ;

fire, attesteil the completeness of the tri-
umph.
was keeuly contested, and each'side claimed
advantage, but the burning of fuel and the
fire on the battle-field proclaimed the nn-
disputed conqueror. In the " church milj-
tant there are times of weakness, as when
a standard-bearer fainteth, and occasions of
dismay when some new plan of tactics js
resorted to, by the enemy ; but the victory
is assured :
“ Tre world cannot withstand
Its ancient conqueror ;
The wo Id must sink beneath the hand

Which arms us for the war.”

From every part of the broad battle
ground shall be heard the exulting shout,
‘ Thanks be unto God who always caused
us to trinmph.”

Fire is one of the most potent forces in
nature, and the allusion may be to * the
spirit of burning.” ‘the subduing conquer-
ing power of the Holy Ghost, by which the
triumphs ot Christianity are achieved, is
fitly compared to the burning and JSuel of
Jire. ““His arrow shall go forth as the
lightning.”  The lightning goes forth when

we anticipate the time when not merely one

in the light of the Sun of Righteousness,
but when all Jands and all regions of the
earth shall rejoice in-the light of salvation.
When morning breaks upon high Alps,
the lofty peaks and gigantic mountain sum-
mits are first gilded by the golden beams,
and bathed in the splendor of the rich full
sunlight ; and then gradually the darkness
of the deep valleys is dispelled and the
shadows which linger  in nooks and ravines
vanish before the light of day.

3. Accessions of people to the Conguerer’s
beneficent sway. *Thou hast maltiplide
the nation, and not increased the joy ; they
Joy before Thee according to the joy in har.
vest, and as men rejoice when ithey divide
the spoil.” Primarily this passage might
refer to the increase of the Jewish nation
at some period in their bistory, or to acces-
sions of people at the colonization of G alli-
lee of the Gentiles; but the principal in-
terest of the passage stretches away into the
prophetic future and shadows forth the ex-
tension of the Redeemer’s spiricual empire
and the accessions of people to His sway.

it strikes the stately fane or scatters the
forest tree; and smites and shivers wiih
sudden, swift and resistless stroke. The
arrow of God went forth as the lightuing
at Peutceost,and thousands were pierced to
the heart,—as the lightning when Saul of
Tarsus journeyed to Damascus, the fierce
persecutor was smitten to the ground, and
his spirit of opposition to the ('ross was
instantly annihilated ; as the lightning when
the Ministry of the Word, accompanied by
the Holy Ghost, in demonstration and in
power, leads to keen and pungent convic-
tion ; piercing anguish of Saul because of

Sin, the Seeing Eye, the feeling sense, the

mystic joy of penitence ;” as the lightning,

in the last times, in the promised universal
outpouring of the Holy Ghost, the arrow of

God shall go forth ; the Sword of the Spirit

breathed in the lightnings of heaven shall

subdue the world 6 Jesus; and as the
warrior of the Apocalypse, He shall ride on
from conquering unto conquer:

“ Bis mercy make known a-d sprinkle His blood }
Display the salvation and teach the new song
To every nation, and people and tongue.”’

THE ISSUES OF THE CONFLICT.

L. lilumination. * The people that walk-
ed in darkness have secn a great light.”
The direct allusion ot this prophecy is to the
land of Zebulon and the land of Naphthali,
the region of Galilee, round about Genes-
areth, designated Galilee of the nations.
The iuhabitants ot that region suffered
greatly from the iwvasion of Syrian con-
querors, and that land when almost depo-
pulated, was colonized by heathen people.
Hence the corruption of their religion, the
decp dense darkness which had settled
down upon them and the contempt with
which they were regarded by southern Jews
of purer blood. This region, dark and de-
based, was first favored in the ministry of
the Redeemer. It was fitting that He who
came as a light to lighten the Gentiles,
should publicly and couspicuously minister
in this borderland. The darkness of Gali-
lee was but illustrative of the condition of
other nations of the earth. The ministry
of Christ in Galilee was as the breaking
forth of the morning ; and on the day of Pen-
tecost the light of salvation streamed forth
as the brightoess of the sun. There is still
a strata of darkness unbroken, deep and
dense as night ; but the shadows are lessen-
ing. A great light has shone upon the na-
tions of civilized Europe—penetrated the
darkness and superstition of Eastern mind,
visited most of the nations of this Western
Continent—gladdened the isles of the dis-
tant sea. The fulvess of prophetic antici-
pation shall be realized; aud the * great
light” shall be seeu by all that dwell in dark-
ness and in the land of the shadow of death.

2. Deliverance from oppressive bondage.
*“ For thou bast broken the yoke of his
burden and the staff of his shoulder, the
rod of his oppressor,” says the Prophet
in language expressive of grievous bondage
and degrading servitude. The yoke by
which the enslaved ones are burdened and
the staff’ which strikes the shoulder present
no fancy picture. In the Marselaise Hymn
—which, by recent appeal to the aucient
spirit of France, has been brought vividly
betore us—wehave almost literally the same
description.

With luxurv and pride surrounded

The vile insatiate despots dare,
Their thirst for go d and power unbounded,
To make and rend tne light and air.

Like beasts of burden would they load us '
Like gods would bid their sl.v.s adore!
But man is man and who is more !
‘L hen shall they longer lash and goad us
[n this fumous hymn, which at the dawn
of ** the reign of Terror,” as the expre:sion
of national sentiment, was chanted by .h u-
sands of men and women keeping time and
tune to its measured martial strain we sce
how a great nation roused to resistance,
spurns degrading bondage, the oppressor’s
yoke and exults in prospect of freedom.
Analagous to this is the spirit evoked under |
the intluence of Christianity.  'What heart |
does not beat and bouud in the thought
of emaucipation from the bondage of sin
and Satap, and redeemed and regener-
ated, delivered apd disinthralled, how rap-
turous the trausition into the glorious liber-
ty of the children of God! The victory of
the Redeemer and of the militant Church
shall be celebrated in the breaking of the
oppressor’s yoke and in the destruction of
Satan’s dominion. The Prince of this
world shall be cast out, his power broken
and his forces scattered ; and the reign of

.| truth and love shall be inaugurated. 'There

shall be liberty instead of bondage, joy in-
stead of anguish, peace on earth and good
will to men.
* Blessings abound where'er He reigns,
The prisoner lcaps to lose his chains ;
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blest.”

The spread of Christianity was at first mar-
vellously rapid, and her earlier conquests
of the most maguificent kind. Three thou-
sand couverts at Pentecost were but the
pledge and promise speedily accomplished
in the conversion of multitudes in every part
of the world. Through worldliness and un-
hallowed ambition, the triumphant march
of Christianity was arrested,her power par-
alized and her conquest stayed ; and in the
days which followed, days of weakness and
reproach, the dark ages of Christendom,
upon which the eye ot the seer rested, for a
moment, as, in prophetic vision, he swept
the vista of future time, the Joy was not in-
creased. Days of feebleness and failure
are theu followed by scenes of awakening
eaergy, evangelical enterprise, of enlarge-
ment, increased joy and multiplicd acces-
sions of people. ‘ They joy before Thee
according to the joy in harvest.” The Jjoy
of harvest is proverbial. With gladness the
reapers go to their work. The ripened
grain is cut down by the gleaming sickles
and the golden sheaves are borue in tri-
umph te the garner. Thus shall the reap-
ers be multiplied, the whitened fields of the
whole earth be reaped, and then shall come
the spontaneous irrepressible and universal
Jjoy of harvest-time. The joy of increased
accessions to the Militant Church, as she
wins her final victories, shall be as the Jjoy
of men when they divide the spoil. To the
victors belong the spoils ; and we have seen
the joy and lofty exultation of men, leaving
home, amid the brillant enthuriasm of a
whole nation, the proud and precious tro-
phies of a great victory. And great shall
be the joy and exultation of the militant
host, when, in honor of the heavenly Con-
queror, as monuments of subduing mercy
aud as trophies ot saving grace, the aggre-
gated results of conquest and the spoils of
many a campaign shall be gathered to the
Cross of Jesus ;
‘“ And o'er our ransomed nature
The Lamb for sinners slain,
Redeemer, King, Creator,
In bliss returns to reign.”

The standard of the Cross shall then wave
in universal triumph, and all nations shall
flow unto it. The Greevlander from his
icy mountain and the Hindoo from the
banks of the sacred Ganges; the Arab
desert ranger and the Armenian trafficker ;
the African, no longer dark and benighted
but translated into the kingdom of God, and
the outcast forest-child, won from his wan-
dering and his wildness ; the cultured citi-
zens of advanced civilization and the island-
ers of the sea; a multitude from every
nation and kindred and people and tongue
shall joyfully submit to the Saviour’s sway.
They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow
before Him ; and his enemies shall lick the
dust. To Him every knee shall bow and
every tongue confess. Many crowns are
upon the conqueror’s brow, of wondrous
richoess and lustre ; but there shall be one
more—wreathed and jewelled—the crown
of all the earth.

** One song employs all nations, and all cry

* Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain for us I"
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks
Shout to each other, and the mountain-tops
From distant mountains catch the flying joy ;
Till, nation atter nation taught the strain,
Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round.”

This subject suggests :—

1. Loyalty. The crown rights of Jesus
are imperative.

2, Service. The battle turns to the gate
and our place isin the ranks.

3. Prayer. * Prayer shall be made for
Him continually. T'hy kingdom come.

4, Praise. Chant the Hallelujah chorus,
until the magnificent strain sweep ioto uni-
versal anthem.

THE DANGER OF SELF-NEGLECT.

‘* They made me keeper of the vineyards ; but
mine own vineyard have I not kept.

We met some time ago with a sermon by
that famous divine, Mr. Henry Melville, which
consists all through of onme solitary thought,
and only one image well worked out. We
give the pith of what took some eight pages to
get through. He supposes a man to be a guide
in Switzerlaud. 1t is his duty to conduct tra-
vellers mn that country through the sublime
passes, and to point out to them the glories of
the scenery, and the beauties of the lakes and
streams, and glaciers, and hills. This man, as
be continues in his office, almost inevitably gets
to repeat his descriptions as a matter of course :
and ‘almost every body knows how a guide at
last comes to ‘‘ talk book.,” and just iterate
words which do not awaken any corresponding
feeling in bis own mind.  Yet when be began,
perbaps it was a sincere love of the sublime
and beautiful that led him to‘take up- the avo-
eation of a guide; and at first it really was to

B

| bas done, but we give it as a cutting, which

There were times when the battle | {8vored locality, or one nation shall dwell | ™8y germinate it planted in the garden of the

{beart. Every worker of Christ is deeply con-
cerned in the application of this parable; be- |
cause the peril ot self-complacency increases in |
precitely the same ratio as the zeal of prosely-

tising. When counselling others, you think

yourselt wise. When warning others, you |
think yourself safe. When Judging others, you
suppose yourselt above suspicion. You begin
{the work with a flush of ardor, it may be with
|a fever of enthusiasm; a sa~red instinct
prompted, a glowing passion moved you. How
will you continue it? Here is the danger, the
fearful danger—lest you do it mechanically,
fall into a monotony, continue in the same
strain, and use holy words to others with no
corresponding feeling in your own soul. May
we not stir others up to devout emotions, and
yet our own hearts fail to burn with the sacred
fire. Oh, may it not be easy for one to stand
as a signpost on the road to heaven, and never
stir himself. Every preacher who judges him-
self aright knows that this is the risk he incurs ;
and the same danger in a measure threatens
Christians in every form of work in which they
occupy themselves for Christ. Get your own
text—your own morsel of marrow and fatness—
out of Scripture ; amd do not be satisfied to be
sermon-making or lesson-making for your
class in the Sunday school. Feed on the word
yourselves, or else your own vineyard will not
be kept. When you are on your knecs in
prayer, pray for others by all means; but, oh!
let private prayer be kept up with a view to
your own edification and your own growth in
grace as well. Preach not the Saviour's blood,
and yet be without the blood mark on your-
selves. Tell not of the fountain, and vet go
unwashed. Do not point to Leaven, and then
tura your lack to it and go down to lLell.
Feliow-workers, look to yoursclves, lest atter
baving preached to others ye yourselves should
be cast away. Your neighbors certainly, but
yourselves also ; the children in your class cer-
tainly, your own children at home certainly,
but look to yourselves also, oh, ye that are
workers in God's house, lest ye keep the vine-
yards of others and your own vineyards be not
kept. It is very possible for a man (o get to
dislike the very religion which he feels bound
still by force of custom to go to teaching to
others, *“ Is that possiblef” says one.  Alas!
that it is. IHave you never heard of the
flower girl in the streets? What is her oceu-
pation? We dare say some girls like her have
passed by and seen her with a great basket
full of violets, and said: * What a delightful
occupation, to bave that fragrant smell for
ever near toone!” Yes, but there was one
giri who sold them, and said she hated the
smell ot violets. She had got to loathe them,
and to think there was no smell in the world
so offensive, because they were always under
ber nostrils all day, and taken home to her lit-
tle scanty room at night, and baving nothing
but violets around her, she hated them alto-
gether. There are persons without the grace
of Christ in their hearts who keep on talking
about grace, and mercy, and yet they were,

after all, mere keepers of other men’s vine-
yards, but their own vineyard has gone to ruin.
Has the routine of service blunted your
sensibilities, till you gaze unmoved on those
objects of beauty and marvel that should
awaken every passion and thrill every nerve of
your being? Ask then in what way he might
keep up his interest in the lakes and in the
mountains ? Would it not be well for him,
occasionally, at any rate, to take a lonely
journey to find out new features in the gor-
geous scenery, or to stand in solitude, and see
the hills in a fresh light, or mark the forest
trees in different states of the weather,; so
that he might again renew his own sensations
of admiration, and of gratitude to God for
having created such sublimities? Then bis
enthusiasm would increase rather tham abate
by an increasing familiarity with the landscape.
And you, worker for God, Yyou must go to God
alone ; feed on precious truth for yoarself; dig
into the deep things of God and enrich your
own spirit. O that God's grace may ever keep
the most ardent among us always faithful with
our own soul, abiding in the Lord, and re-
joicing in him!—Baltimore Episcopal Metho

dist.

WHERE ARE THE ONE HUNDRED AND
FORTY THOUSAND?

The solemnity of this question impels us to
think of it in the light of that judgment to
which we are all hasteaing. The Methodist
Episcopal Church, by its awakening preaching,
and its great activity in the use of the means
placed in its bands, rapidly gathers the people
to its folds, but, alas! out of the teas of thous-
ands moved to repentance and induced to come
to ber altars only twenty five or thirty three
per cent. are led, finally, to full membership ;
that is, out of two hundred thousand she can
only count, certainly, on from fifty to sixty
five thousand. Necessarily there will be some
loss, as there always bas been in the Church.
Her young converts are strongly tempted and
often led astray, but many more are finally
saved to the Church than any of us can count.
As we said in a former article, thousands find
their way into other churches, so that frequent
ly one will bear, men who are active Christians
in the different den>minations, say, ** We were
once Methodists.” We not only fail to secure
our own young coaverts, but we do not hold as
we might our own children.

Something is wrong in our methods, and the
subject has been to us a life long study. We
bave gradually formed opinions which, though
not perfectly conclusive, yet seem to us very
near the truth in tbe case.

1. The great fault is the want of the system-
atic employment of our children and young

work. Daty is the watchward of success, the
greatest of all the virtues. But what can a
child do, unless Le be directed to do, inst ruct-
edto? There is wonderful
It inspires coolness. decision and courage.
What dignity and majesty in the m-vements
of a soldier! 'he raw recruit, in the same peri-
lous position might be as brave, but he does
not know how to employ his forces. IHe is
hasty and awkward, he kills the officer of the
day, or produces, a panic by an unnecessary
alarm. Children need something to do, some-
thing to think of, some object of attention.
Young converts need close, constant, patient,
persisteat drill.  One man is called a revivalist
and brings a large number into the Church.

power o drill

Another is a disciplinarian and turns them all |

out again ; and this turning out is often a piece
of terrible cruelty and wrong where the pastor
and the old members are more to blame than
the young converts.
is more {requently owing to the depravity of |
the captain or the mate than the men. What |
272 the usual methods of our revivals? We |
, veach close, practical, awakeming sermons

hold extra prayer-meetings, invite friends to |

them and seek their salvation. They yield and |

come penitently seeking Christ. A bundred |
join the Church. We think of nothing but |
getting them to seek Christ and be converted,
When they come in we work on for others,
until the material is exhausted or the Church
wearies and ceases to labor. What have we
for these young converts todo? Go to Sunday
school. Yes. What then? Be put in classes
and earnestly requested to go to class-meeting.
Very well, they will do that, bat there is little
responsibility for such duties. These young
converts are not Methodists, exeept as to their
conversion, and this is common to all Evangel-
ical churches. They know nothing of our or-
ganisation, discipline, missionary work, edu-
cational institutions, church extension, Sunday
school aad Bible work. They need to know
something of the army in which they lave en-
listed, what it bas doue, what it is doing, what
each soldier is expected todo. The Methodist
Episcopal Church ought to be in dead earnest
to bring the world to Chaist. She should be
fuil of holy zeal and heavenly wisdom and press
the mighty war on every field. A man is no-
ble as his purposes are noble and jost. The
nearer a Christian comes toChrist-like self abne-
gation and self devotement to the solemn pur-
pose ot saving the world,the stronger he will be,

2. Every pastor should have a class ot bis
own, for the purpose of thorough drill in Chris-
tian activities and experience. IHe should
make this class a spiritual power in his Church.
He can do so and must try, or lose a terrible
percentage ot his force. On circuits let him
follow the old plan of the fatbers and lead class
at overy appointment and drill his entire mem-
bership.  Wherever possible let him also have
in his Sunday school a normal class for the sup-
ply of teachers, and for the study of the Word
of God. Organize every squad into a com-
pany, cvery company into some regiment,
every regiment into some corps, every corps
into the graod army. There is grandeur and
power in organization. A mob is always an
uncertain force. Put every person to work,
and give every one to uader:tand his relations
to the grand army, his obligations to the whole
body.

3. This brings us to one of the most impor-
tant and most neglected of all the duties bind-
ing upon both pastors and people, to wit: to
give to the young converts the means of know-
ing what the Church is doing and what she de-
mands of ber friends. We honestly believe
that the greasest loss of all in this whole la-
mentable picture, is the fact that our young
converts are not led to become intelligent
Christians. It looks well enough to report one
or two hundred conveisicas, but it is an un-
speakable shame, six months ofterwards, to find
only one fourth of them in the Church. We
do not believe that this would be the result, if
our young converts were induced, as soon as
they join the Church, to take some of our good
religious papers.

We afirm without any hesitancy at all, and
appeal to every minister’s experience, in con-
firmation of the fact, that the families that take
our Church papers are more devoted Christians,
more liberal supporters of the Church and eve-
ry way far in advance of those who do not
take religious papers. We once in awhile see
men out West, whose fathers and mothers we
knew years agone. They are members of the
Church and earnest and liberal Christians.
Their fathers supplied their families with the
literaturs of the Church, and now their children

Cburch but in keeping them in and in cultivat-
ing most of them into active, intelligent, gener-
ous Chrisiians, and those men are always ac-
tive, successtul agents for our Church literatare.

t. That piety which effervecces on Sundays
and then subsides amounts to little. We need
the steady flame, the earnest work, the intelli-
gent grasp of cuty and privilege. We

less rant and more intelligence. Holiness is

want

buiit on knowledge it it be the gitt o! God. It
amounts to nothing as a neise. What we need
1s clear grit and no grumbiing, sense ard hard
work.

The most frighttul cause then of the enor-
mous and disgraceful dram upon the Church is
the cruel and foolish neglect to drill and edu-
eate our young converts.

good. We wish the whole story could be ta-

bulated and published. While the general loss

The mutiny on the ship | of probationers is nearly three fourths, we do

not believe that the loss among those who take
our Church papers will amount to five per ceat.
The power of the press is tremendous for good
or evil, and oue who ignores this tfact fatally
miscalculates the forces at work in society.
We believe the Church would be stronger, if
every minister who decries our press, would
leave a work he has not the intelligence to com-
prehend, nor the grace and character success-
fully to prosecute. Iguorance of our Church
work and of our duties is the cause of the an-

moralized, and sin plays bavoc with our figures,
Where are the one hundred and forty thous-
and? We do not believe the whole of them
took a thousand Church papers, and our scl-
emn conviction is, that it is more the fault of
the Church thaa theirs, that they are not in
ber folds to-day.— Central Chr. Advocate.

EVILS OF SACERDOTALISM

The sacerdotal sysi«m has, it seems to us, a
two fold effect ; it encourages the trifling,
discourages the carnest, soul.

We say it encourages the tritling soul. It

and

furnishes an easy way for one who wishes to
live a gay and frivolous life, and yet not lose
bis hold of heaven. lustead of throwing a man
upon real heart-work, in bis relations ' with
God, leaving himeto scttle the affairs of bis
own soul with his Maker, it sets before him
sacramants to which a sort of magical virtue
is attributed ; it offers him the absolution ol
priest, and by its various means of meditation
sets him right periodically with heaven. Any
one who is familiar with bistory and the work-
ings of the human beart, can scarcely fail to
conclude that this must be the almost
able result. The moral condition of countries
where sacerdotalism prevails furnishes final
and conclusive proot of this proposition. But
besides this, another ¢ffect ot

inevit

the system is
to depress and discourage the carnest soul.

We frecly acknowledge that some of the
most admirable exhibitions of piety which the
world bas ever seen are to be found in con-
nection with sacerdotal corruption of Christi-
anity. Even such a system cannot prevent a
truly earnest soul, conscious ot its sinfulaess-
and having even the most distant and indistinct
glimpses ot redemption, trom recognizing the
Redeemer.

Amid all that is devout and spiritual in the
writings of Fenelon, aud Thomas a Kempis,
and Madam Guyon, there is one very remarka-
ble characteristic. It is the absence of Chris-
tian peace and joy. There is a saintliness, but
8 predominant sadness, in their religious expe
rience. Bometimes they rise to heights above
the miasma of legal works and ceremonial ro-
ligion. It is then that they speak to the heart
of the world. It is then that there rises a burst
of exultation from the emancipated soul. But
these joytul notes, heard here and there, are
like the song of a bird on a solitary palm in
the desert, the oue single sound of joy heard
strangely amid the surrounding silence and des-
olation.—Protestant Churchmon.

——— -

(From the Watchman.)
MISSIONARY GLEANINGS.

By recent arrivals we have received private
letters and papers from Western and Southern
Afiica, Australia, aod Canada, all of which
bear testimony to the oaward march of the
cause of Christ, and the hopeful progreas of the
missionary enterprise in those distant regions,
notwithstanding many difficulties which have to
be encountered in some places. © But that part
of the missicn field which bas more especially
engaged our attention of late is the southern

speak ol the veteran pioneers of the Church
with admiration and gratitude. Others whose
parents were indifferent Methodists have drift-
ed off into other denoninations or are not
Clristians at all. It is a most surprising over -
sight in any pastor who permits young converts
to remain ignoraot of our Church work. It is
a stupidity and a crime to negleet this part ot
our great work, and herein is our greatest

world, where the progress of the good work
in times past has been so rapid and extensive,
and where events are now transpiring of the
greatest importance lin a missionary point of
view. The rapid decrease of the native popu-

mysterious but gradual decay, and the trans-
portation of the inhabirants to Queeasland and
other countries, in some instances in a very ob-

source of evil to young converts. The sheer
vacuity of mind, tbe utter ignorance of (:ur:l
work leads to indifference and d.sgust. We|
remember with gratitude how we were led to
read of the triumphs of missionaries at home
and abroad, how our whole soul became in- |
tlamed with zeal to help in this blessed work.
Look, for instance, at that young man just con-
verted in one of our revivals in Missouri. He
reads in the Central the news o1 the heroic la-

jectionable manner, together with the murde,
of an English bishop by savage natives, has
led us to study the history and progress of the
missions in the islands ot the Pacific with fresh
interest and profit.
gation, so far as time and space will permit,
may be interesting to our readers.

The results of our investi-

TRAE SANDWICH ISLANDS.

Throughout the wide range of the mission

Pastors who neglect
these things, do sometimes more harm than |

nual panics in which our new forces are de-|

lation of many of the South Sea Islands by a|

Never was

party of missionaries n

utterly destroyed

set to work in good earnest, and
of a few years the results of 1)
and those ot other miss
them were truly marvell

In 1824, after a pul (
schools, the Queen appoint
best scholars as teachers in o
that by the end of that yea:
native teachers, and 2,000 s
The work of educat

advanced with amazing rapidity,

struction,
we read of 1,100 schools and
of whom 1,700 had made consi
Within the first (e

Sandwich lslands, 1

in learning.
mission in the
| was reduced to a written torm, P
Scriptures were translated, and 1
piess at Honolulu had produced
pages. Places of worship were crected in va
| ous places, one of which, at
;lwommodne 3,000 persons, and the nur!

Labaina, w

Chuzch members was reported as am

| to 200,

[ In 1834 the first newspaper was pablished in
|‘ the islands under the name of the Hows

| Luminary, and the Hawaii n Teacher followe]
[ soon alterwards. Both papers were devoted
:mom to moral and religious than to «conlar
[ objects, and they had a large circulation 1.
[ the course of the three followiag vears a great
mligioun movemunt was in progress, mali
tudes of sivners were convirced of sin

to God for mercy, and found peace in Liliey
ing.
tion of 10,000 converts to Church {
making the total number ot me.l

In 1853 the Chur

The result of this revival was the adli

niveteen churches.
bers amounted to 22,000, or about o
ot the entire population
mission of the American Board was o
dissolved in the Saadwich Island«, 1l
which they had in view, the planting «

From this

churches, baving been ac mplish
work became entirely self-s ipport
period of the transfer the mission
ted of 27 missionaries, . 3 physi
and 42 temale assistants, in 1
prising 22 stations. The work of cvansel
tion in this interesting group of islands la
steadily advanced up to the present 11 wd
the nation has made rapid progress in
respect, under the fostering wflucuce of ('L
tianity ; bat, unfortunately, we lave «im
accounts of the decrease of (le population ns
those which have reached us from «
in the vast Pacific. Inthe meantime the Gos-
pel is being sent from the Sandwich Isla
the regions beyond.
MICRONESIA

We leara from the. New York ladep
that on the Morning of July 22, 1871, the
missionary vessel, called the Morning
first vova
Micronesia, as the Mar:-hall and Gillior |
have recently been called by cur A
brethren.
cargo that ever left that port.
board old and veteran missionarics retur: :
to their former fields of lobor, and new )
aries going forth for the first time fuil "of hope
and bouyant with fond anticipations of su
The day before the sailing of the vessel, most
opportunely, there was an arrival from S,
ney, whichebrought letters from Microncsia an
nouncing the most pleasing intellizence
specting the progress of missionary work in
that part of the Pacific, where it was first com
menced in 1852, The old King of Apaiang
had died ; but bis son, as his successor, Lad
come boldly on the side of the mission. ‘Il
number of readers was rapidly increa
there was a loud call for more books

ther islar

new

sailed from Honolulu on her

She was freighted mith the 1l

Ihere were «

tunately the Morning Star went freiglhie

a large supply of books for all the island

the result of the mission to Micronesia dur ing
the nineteen years since its commencencnt,
it would appear that a wonderful change L
been produced in the, social and moral con
dition of the once wild and savage inhabitants
Formerly ships sailing in those seas were fr
quently cut off and their crews murdered, bu
now it is as safe
these‘islands of the Pacific where missionarics
are located, as among the islands of the (4
ribean And, what s
goodly number of natives -have been b

to the saving knowledge of the truth.
cording to the last report 663 couverts we
united in Ciurch tellowship.

for vessels to cruise among

Sea. better

MURDER OF BISHOP PATIESON,
The murder at Bishop Patteson and
Atkin by Vil
'l'ul‘v nesia, in September last, Lav ca-t a |

the savage natives of N

over the friends of the missionary enter
Various accounts bave appeared 11 o

and American papers of the sad cvent

: alibough the statements which Las

| lisbed differ somewbat as to wa

| detail, all agree that the tragic d.c |

! traced to the unkindly or crucl trog

| the natives by white men who Lud |
visited the island to decoy or steal aw.

! natives to labour in other lands«. It

| that these man-stealers were 10 1he |

| dressing one of their pumber in canonica
personate the good bishop, and (! 45
the natives on board their shtp, under 1

{ pression that the vessel was the o

| schooner, and then seizing them a

| them by force to Queensland. It is 1

: | prising, therefore that the natives of Nuws
o ST ind few places where the cause of the | PT/4'0E
bors of our missionaries ir. China aud the name | field we find few | : Latse 0

of Jobn Ing sounds 1amiliar.
a Missourian, a member ot one of our confer- |
ences. What a mighty though silent force there |
is in such knowledge! The young man is|
arouséd to nobler exertions, by his identity of
bimselt as a member of the same great moral
torce which begreads of as gaining conquests
over sin. Let the young converts ot szsas'
know that one of their cwn men, from lheir‘
own State and conference, is preaching Christ |
successfully in India- The letters of Rev. P, |
M. Buck are great moral forces in Kansas.
And so ot Wilson in Southern Illinois, and so |
of all the rest. It is impossible that a religious
paper sbould go into a family for even six |
months without leaving some impression for

He is one of us, |

good. If our young converts are made to iden- | King, bad formed the many petty states that | were committed to the mighty deep, and it o

were trequently at war with each other in mr-li

tify 1hemselves with the work going on in the
Church they will be stronger for it in every
way. We know preachers who invariably suc-

converts in some beneficent and Christ-like

ceed not only in bringing people into tho’

{and were now returning home.

divine truth has been more gloriously trium-
phant than in the Sandwich Islands. In the
year 1819 the Rev. H. Bigham and A. Thars-
ton, of the Andover Seminary, in the United
States of America, offered their services to the
Board of Missions, were acce pted, ordained,
and appointed to the Sandwich Islands as the
first Christan missionaries to that country.

cian, a mechanic, a catechist, and a printer,
and their wives. The band in a!l amourted to

i i i ! i 2 mission-vessel
seventeen souls, including three native youths | YOT® belonging to the miss

who had been sent to America for education,

g | solemn religious service, oo the 21st.
On their ar-| kin lingered for about a week longer, «

| on this occasion pounced on the bishop ur il
jp:xrty when “approaching their shores to niak
| known to them the glad tidings of saivation
| The Daily Southern Cross newspaper s'at
|that after the natives had killed

| they wrapped the body in a mat and

| branch of palm on bis breast with fiv

symbolically intimating that the murder L

. . ." | been committed as ‘* ufai,” orsatisli-tion |
They were accompanied by a farmer, a physi- |

injuries received at the hands of the wi

{It was then plactd in a canoe and leit

on the water, where it was fonad by the «
and was

| ultimately committed to a watc-r;»-;,:.n-\l, ‘
M  §4

rival at Hawaii, after a voyage of about five | great pain from his wounds, and then |

months, they found that Kamehameha, the

mer times, into one empire, that he had just
died, leaving the throne to his son, and that
the national idols and sacred symbels had been

died, and also a youth named Stephen

had been wounded in the attack. Tobeir bo
mains 1o be seen -what effect this melancholy
occargence will have upoa pub sentiment,
and upon Government action iu reference to
the new kind of slavery which has sprung u;
of late years in the southern world.




