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I am to thank you very heartily
for the generous help you have
deigned to give us and to assure you
that all the Christians of Nyassa are
praying every day for you,

NERAL
PETER CLAVER
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already in some portion of thie terri

more |

especially today, on the feast of the |

Patronage of your blessed Society.
Thanks to you we have been able
to help our devoted catechists by
furnishing them at least with the
means to procure the necessaries of
life. They have asked me to tell
you that this morning they have all
offered up holy Communion for your
intentions,
Daring the thirty three years of
my sojourn in Central Africa I have
been together with some of my
brethren-in-religion in very difficult
and painful situations, We have
been witnessing all the horrors of
slavery from which, by means of the
alms of charitable souls, I have been
able to deliver 1,200 children which
are now actually fathers and mothers
of Christian families. We have been
spectators of the heartrending
slaughters of cannibals who, after
having rendered us powerless, pil
laged and reduced to captivity the
inhabitants of the neighborhood of
our missions by three repeated
attacks. Twice we have been at
tacked by slave-hunters whom we
prevented from retaking children
whom we had liberated and whom
the barbarians wanted to sell again
as slave on the public markets.
Once we were made prisoners
number of slave-hunters
had been witnessing their ignomini
ous deeds. For two years we have
»een forced to live on the few things
we were able to find, and
fabricate our wooden gato's in
order not be obliged to
barefoot had to transform
iron cases into plates and other ve
sels and a hatchet had to replace the
fork for roasting ths meat which the
missionaries were providing by chas
ing wild beasts,
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We were oblig
night on a tree in order
prey to the wild be
I'wice have suffered shipw
on Lake Tanganica ; in one I cam

off with a broken arm but I
can assure you never have I gone
through moments so full of anguish
a8 in this awful time of war.

As we were yet young, compara
tively free from care and since little
else but our own lives were at stake
we got fairly over it. I had yet none
of the responsibility which I have
now, since I have to watch over a
large region where I have seen Chris-
tianity spring up and grow, but
development of which is now being
hampered by the immense calamity
which hag fallen on the world.

Meanwhile considering that, in
epite of all the demands which Cath
olic charity makes upon generous
souls, your dear Sodality thinks yet
of coming efficaciously to our aid
and I feel quite confident that God
will not permit His work to perish,
works which had been
for His greater glory in a
where some ten years ago Holy
Church had not a single
soul.—" Echo from Africa

Who can read this account and
not be moved to help the venerable
Bishop ? Send your alms to Sodal
ity of St. Peter Claver for the African
Missions, Fullerton Bldg., St. Louis,
Mo., to keep flourishing those prom
ising missions which have
sorely tried by this War.
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ETTER FROM FATHER FRASER
Catholic Migsion, Canton
April 24, 1918,

Dear Mr. Burns,—Enclosed a Postal
Note for my fund which can
cashed only in Canada.

Please say in the
ceived with gratitude
‘Overseas friend " and from " a
Reader of the RrcorDp, Woodstock,
N. B, and that I will certainly pray
for the intention they mention and
remember them in the Holy
fice.

I visited recently
American Vicariate. There are only
two small houses used as chapels
in that county and in all about fifty
baptized persons whilst the pagans
number hundreds of
I wish this war were over so that all
Catholic countries might vie with
each other in the conversion of the
heathen.
Jhrist: should be
themselves whilst
souls are being
teachers.
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Yours gratefully,
J. M. FRASER,
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MARYKNOLL'S FIRST MISSION
FIELD

Maryknoll, the C .1[11011(- Foreign Mis
sionseminary of America, hasreceived
its first mission-fleld. Word has just
arrived in this country from the
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda
approving an agreement made in
Canton, China, lagt Christmas day
between Bishop de Guebriant,
repregenting the Paris Foreign Mis
gsions, and the Very Rev, James A
Walgh, representing the American
Seminary.

The new mission fleld includes a
strip of land west and south of Can-
ton, running from the coast of the
South China Sea to the West River.
It contains about one million people,
settled in villages along the line, and
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its two principal centres are
Kong and Loting.

A\ few hundred Catholics are
tory, the fruit of earlier evangeliz
ation conducted by French priests of
the Canton Vicariate who, lack
of numbers, were obliged with
draw some years ago. The fleld
therefore, is practically a new one

Four Maryknoll priests will leave
this country in September for
Kong and Canton, from which points
they will reach their new field,
priests will be directed at first
the Bishop of Canton who has
signated one of his experienced
sioners as their guide, but as soon
a8 they are in a position to take it
over, a new vicariate, the first to be
assigned in pagan lands to the Amer-
ican Catholics, will be formed.

This step is a most important one
in the life of the Maryknoll Seminary,
and of the Catholic Church
America. It marks a new era,
Mission of American Catholics
the pagan wor
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For years after the Civil war, the
Johnstown flood and the San Fran
cisco disaster enterprising vagabonds
eked out a good living by playing on
the facile sympathies of the public.
Only the other day Manhattan was
thoroughly victimized 8 ' war
charity " that was planned to benefit
only its promoters.

There is an angle of the present

by

| war feeling that will repay investiga

tion ; it is high time the public used
some sense and discrimination in the
selection of what is popularly called
" war [literature.” Apart from any
congideration of historical value or
literary style, some of these loudly
touted publications are not merely
accomplishing no good; they are
working harm,

" Le Feu,’ Under Fire,”) by
Henri Barbusse stand as a sample.
This story of trench life and fighting
was. written in French and given
much acclaim by a Parisian society

Let

| of critics who are strongly suspected

f
of

pro-German sympathies Trans
lated into English and advertised far
and wide by a well-known American
publishing house as a classie of !
war, it has been read with avidity
thousands who bhave
poison unconsciously.

There is no doubt
is a man of ability, but it is
sort of ability displayed by German
agents now working in this country
Not one reader in ten would be likely
to perceive the evil doctrine this
volume ches, but this fact only
makes the danger greater

In the first place the book
apotheosis of filth ; material,
and moral, with the
of Zola. Everythi
gusting is deliberately played up.
Any man.of sense, though he may
never have fired a gun or entered a
military trench, knows that inevit
conditions are horrible,
would never think of gloating over
them,

Again, the story is a detail study ot
a small body of French soldiers in
a small trench area. Every outbreak
of anger, blasphemy, discontent and
tortured nerves is described as if it
were typical, not merely of these sol-
diers, but of the entire French army.
This is the impression the reader gets
and it evidently the one the
writer wished to convey,

Though the action of the story
shows that the soldiers depicted are

absorbed its

that
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is an
mental
base “realism
ng sordid and dis
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| under the most rigid discipline, the

| dent &

impression is conveyed that they are

vndisciplined louts thrown to death |

regardlessly.
or private, would ever tell
false and misleading.
alone proves that the
discreditable motive,

No real soldier, officer
a story so
This fact
writer has a

There is hardly a
nesses to the
German war methods
so many heroic
War; on the contrary is
sneaking kinship with Teu
tonic ideas. Barbus '8 solitary hero,
Bertrand, mouths the sort of philos
ophy that -has worked itself out

page that wit
detestation
that
Frenchmen

honest of
fired
this
evi

has
in
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too often even in this country from a
certain class ; and Bertrand’s solitary
hero is no French leader or com
mander, but the German Socialist,
Liebknecht !

|
Yeong |
| Barbusse puts into the mouths of his

Hong |

but he |

| the Bishops had not

| people to have recourse t
in |
Bolshevik Rusgia and has been heard |

The logical effect of the talk that

trench marionettes is to
Socialism, anarchy and class
It is all too plainly and consistently
a propaganda that he is carrying on
under the guise of realistic
Lastly, the book seethes with anti-
clericalism, that blind and bitter hate
of Catholicism (the only religion a

rpread

fietion,

Frenchman ever takes seriously,) of |

priests and believers. Naturally the
writer does not dare to speak out his
mind, but he never mentions a priest
or prayer without a demoniac
He introduces "' a Marist
huge simpleton in
whom Marthereau remarks When
he gets up early to go to Mass, he
says " I've got belly-ache, I must go
and take a turn round the corner
and no mistake, Again : For
you know, parsons (pretres) with
knapsacks on, I haven't seen a devil
of a lot of 'em, have you?' This
ribald lie in/the face of the twenty
thousand French priests who have
fought in the French armies these
past four years !

The evil intent of this book is
plain. Under the guise of depicting
Gallic valor, it preaches everything
against which the Allies are fighting
and strives to vility and calumniate
those who believe in God and are
giving their lives for Christian civil
ization.—Boston Pilot.
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London England.—The situation
in Ireland at the present time is
that journalists with an anti-Cat
lic leaning will be only too prone to
for party and l
be that some of the cables
accepted with a certain
reservation. Briefly, the
i8 thie he British Parliament
& majority vote from
Nationalist members and s
disge decided
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A pdrt of this
been that the Cath
by, at a meeting of Ma;
the presidency of Cardi
nal Logue, have given their approval
to the policy of opposition,
addition have organized
people in their resistance.
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and in
the Irish
As might have been expected, the
action of the Bishops has called forth
charges of ecclesiastical interference
in political matters, and, for the
moment an acute feeling has arisen
which involves not only the Catho
lics of Ireland, but those of Great
Britain as’ well, Jut what are the
actual facts ?

The facts are that although a
land is in opposition to a govern.
mental measure, there is no revolt,
no rioting, no outbreaks or violence
of any kind. The nation-wide cessa-
ation from work on April 23 through
out Ireland, except in Beltast, passed
off without a single untoward event
of any kind. The whole country was
peaceful, and there were no disturb
ances

11 Ire-

motive of the Bishops, it is clear that
they have taken the oppositon move

ment to conscription in hand; they
are on side of law and order

they their faces against any
assaults on the police, and they have
the people give no oceca

sion for offense to the military, The
fact that there has been no bloodshed
and no outbreak of violence may be
set down to the moderate counsels of
the Bishops, holding the
people . there
inevitable :

the
have set

warned to

who
well in hand,
would be resistance was
that it should kept in control by
the strong of the hierarchy
means that there will be no repeti-
tion of Easter week.

I'he g the Bishops have taken is
liable to be overlooked in the heat of
the moment, and both anti.clericals
and anti-Catholics are more inclined
to blame them for treachery towards
the cause of the Allies than to give
them any sort of eredit for their fore
sight in taking in hand a

are

at

be

hand

moveme

of opposition that was bound to come.

This much, clear :
acted with
constraining hand the situation

Ireland would have been appalling

If
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however, is

As it is, some sort of order will come |

out of the chaos.
NATIONAL “PEACE NOVENA
IRELAND

All
prayer

Ireland
during

knees
to

on her
these days

is

in
Our

for internal and external peace.
Extraordinary scenes have been wit
nessed in both town and country at
the opening of the devotions. In the
southern cities many of the shops
and businees establishments were
closed to enable the employees
participate in the opening of
novena. The churches
crowded to their
ever there was

to
the
have been
doors and where
a statue of Our Lady
of Lourdes special decorations }
adorned it At Mount Argus, near
Dublin, there was a great procession
and Fr, Columbian, C. P., urged the
0 Mary
these days of the world's grief.
Archbishop of Cashel, prealhing at
Thurles on Tuesday, denied that the
Irish Episcopate had been influenced
by the Vatican in its opposition to
conscription ; that was only the idea
of a lot of Protestant bigots. As to
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the titled members of the English
Catholic Union who threatened to
appeal to the Pope, it was not the
Irish Bishops who would suffer in
apy such appeal; the appellants
were repudiated by Catholics in
their own land. The Irish Hier
archy considered that it is a work of
Christian cbarity to defend the op
pressed and that moral and religious
questions enter into the matter of
conscription, which was en inhuman
law.
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