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e Dr. J. Godfrey Raupert, who bas
been lecturing in Boston on the

e is Civen | < Phenomena of Psychical Research,”

has written exhaustively on meny
Sale .' subjects of the highest importance

{is, letter on Mo-

Church.
toci8 to the London

ism, addressed
%?;:g, however, deals with a  sub-
ject much ‘béfore the public of late,
and treats the question with a mas-
ter hand. The Times,; which. - had
published many columms each day
in opposition to the attitude of the
Sovereign Pontiff on Modernism, ac-
copted Dr. Raupert’s letter, but fail-
ed to give it space in its columns.
When pressed to explain such action,
it replied-that the letter was - too
long, though « ‘several letters of
greater length had already been pub-
lished on the’ other side 'of the ques-
tion. - Under : these circumstances,
Dr.  Raupert caused the publication
by the London Tablet of the follow-
ing letter: : ,

“Sir: —It is evident from the re-
cently’ published reviews that the
Hely Father’s Encyclicgl has made a
deep ‘impression upon the non-Catho-
lic mind and that the publication of
the ‘document is very universally felt
to be a momentous event in the his-
tory of religious thought. Some of
the articles which have appeared on
the subject are extremely interesting
and suggestive, and it would be dif-
ficult for the -fair-minded reader to
doubt the sincerity and good faith of
the respective writers.. ‘There are,
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1st ruffle, and always will be, types of mind
........ .-$1.75 who, by reason of constitutional bias

f or early education and environment,
0 350C0000) cannot appreciate . the genius and

spirit of the Catholic religion, and-
who are bound, g on a priori princi-
ples, to take up an attitvde hostile
to the Chrrch and to the faith. ' To
ufinds of this tyne, imbued with the
sense of the blessing of modern cul-
ture, arguments:iany and plausible:
will naturally suggest themselves
and there 1is ‘about: the. arguments
sometimes .that apDarent reasonable-
ness and common-sense logic which
makes it difficult, if not impossible,
to meet and controvert them.

““We do not, however, quarrel with
the honest non-Catholic or anti-Ca-
tholic mind, with those who under-
stand our position and condemm it,
and who will ‘state openly and frank-
ly why they condemn it. We can-
not hope, in a Protestant land and
amidst Protestant associations and
environments, to. get all thoughtful
men to think with our minds or see
with our eyes. A good deal, how-
ever, of what has been and is being
written clearly indicates that there
are some writers: who either wholly
misconceive or deliberately misrepre-
sent our position, and who certainly
ignore our verv fundamental prin-

o
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ciples. They seem to be hopelessly
it the’ at sea, at ‘any rate, as to the acti-
tude of the thoughtful Catholic aity
towards the authorities and the re-
1 relief cent Encyclical, and they seem to
to any consider it quite &mpossible thav any

really educated Catholic can honest-
ly and consciehtiously accept and
subscribe to' the contencs of the re-
cent document. It is tacitly assum-
ed that acceptance of the situation
is not due to ‘a loyal adhereuce to
the principles enunciatdd, buf to that
moral and- - intellectual helplessness
and unreaSoning bmissi to au-
thority which are supposed to cha-

Send a

racterize the religious life of = the
Catholic layman, v ! >
“There sitdly never was a greater

mistake. So far from being in any
¢ wise calculated to distress the con-
scientious lay mind, the recent KEn-
cyclical can starcely fail to be to
such minds a source of strength and
support, and to demonstrate to him
the istency and sense lo-
gic of the Catholic position and phil-
osophy. = This is at any rate, pre-
em'nently the ¢:8e ol those who know
something of ‘the state of things out-
side the Catholic Church, and who,
because of the principles laid ~down
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People ™4 in the Encyelical,”have joined her
tta- Lokoh . Winniyeg communion. For how does the mat-

-ter present itself from this point of
view?  What briefly are the facts of
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Pontiff, is calcuated to destroy the
basis of Revealed Religion and to
bring menkind back to a moral and
spiritual status such as existed in
the world before Christ came.

“I do not in the least propose to
inquire how far the authorities may
be comsidered to be correct in com-
ing to these conclusions, or to ex-
amine whether this aspect of the
matter is a reasonable and justifiable
one. What I do wish - to urge is,
that it is upon this view that the
Pontiff’s letter to the world and his
appeal to the thoughtful Catholic
communties in all countries and na-
tions is based.

‘““Now what I am anxious to know
is, What is there irrational or ex-
traordinary in this position and at-
titude? |

“Let it be borne in mind that|
Catholic theology does not start|
with the notion of vagueness and un-
certainty in matters of religious be-
lief. Tt does not start with the idea
that Christianity is a philosophy or
a set of statements, the precise bear-
ing and meaning of which is to be
determined by the judgemnt of each
individual person. It starts with the |
firm belief and conviction that God
has revealed Himself, that He has
disclosed truths of the supernatural
order which the unaided human in-
tellect cannot ascertain for itself,
and that these truths are of the ut-,
most importance to the moral and
spiritual life of mankind, and that
they mrust therefore be retained and
preserved in the original form in
which they have been disclosed.

“‘Catholic theology also holds and |
always ‘teaches that for the defence
preservation and propagation of these
unchangeable truths, a Divine Soci-
ety was instituted, that there was
promised to it the constant aid and
assistance of the Divine Spirit, and
that there was given to it the assu-
rance that she wotld, to the end of
time, remain their legitimdte and di-
vinely-authoriséd defender and expo-
nent. |

““The history of nearly 2000 years
bears  witness that the Catholic
Church has always and everywhere
and rigidly maintained this position
and that she has never failed to rise
to a full consciousness of what she
believes to be the raison d’etre of
her existence and of her divine mis-
sion to the world. Amidst the ever
changing ideas and philosophies of
men, she has maintained that the
Revealed Truth has been committed
to her keeping, and that this Truth
must be preserved intact for the wel-
fare of mankind and the salvation of
the human seul.

‘““She has adopted a particular
method of philosophy which she con-
sidered best calculated to preserve
these truths intact, and to express
them as accurately as the human
mind is capable of expressing and of
formulating them.

“I am in no wise concerned with
persons who dispute and challenge
this teaching, or who repudiate the
Catholic position. I am stating
what Catholics are taught to be-
lieve and what they do believe and
with what principles they start in
the consideration of these questions

and problems with which the re-
cent Encyclical is concerned.
“In the modern state each. single

‘individual is free to adopt the reli-
‘gion that commends itself to his
judgment. No power in this world
can compel a man to become a Ca~
tholic. To a person interested in
the subject the . philosophy and
claims of Rome are explained, and
hé may accept or reject them as he
thinks fit. But, having accepted
these claims and believing them to
be legitimate, he is expected to sub-
mit to the Church’s teaching, to be
obedient in his attitude to authori-
ty, and not to seek to determine for
himself matters which the Chur¢h
has long settled, and respecting
which some of the best minds in
every age and country have come to
an agreement.

“The Church exacts this mental
attitude because 'she thinks she
knows what is in man, and because
‘the experience of centuries has taught
hér that perils and dangers of a
manifold character encompass the
soul in its passage through this life.
She knows _that, in cvery age, there
‘have been those who have . rebelled
against her authority and who, pos-
the best intention, have
to so adapt her dogmus

icular philosophies ana  as-
¢ life as, in the opinion of the
" to entirely obliterate their
live characteristics and - to
ut of all recogni-.

are offered to our acceptance,

some claim upon our interest and at-
doubt very much whether

course.
may impress certain orders of minds
as a higher and more reasonable con-
ception of Christian truth; in the Ca-
tholic sphere any newly ordained
priest would tell us that it is
reality a heresy which is very old,
and which the
known and condemned. A Catholic
would,
thing utterly useless and worthless
to his practical life as a man and a

The Chief Pastor of the Church, con-
scious of his immense responsibility,
and recognizing the perils of the
times, warns against prevailing lovas
and philosophies which he and many
with hiin comsider to be destructive
of the faith and which, in his opi-
nion, are calculated - to undermine
and to ultimately destroy the true
religious life of his people.

‘“He points out the dangers and
errors by which he believes his peo-
Ple to be threatened in this particu-
lar age, and he devises such mea-
sures as he considers best ecalculated
to preserve the principles of that re-
ligion of which he is the recognized
and authorized exponent and de-
fender.

“Could he do less than what = he
has ‘done? Is it not his business to
protect and guard the flock  com-
mitted to his care against the at~
tacks of what he believes to be its
enemies and destroyers?

It is difficult to understand how
any intelligent person, accurately
acquainted with  the Catholic posi-
tion, and with the . peculiar meve-
ments of miodern religious thought,
oan find fault with the atuitude of
the Supreme . Pontiff, and with the
recent Encyclical. The non-Catholic
press is persistently urging upon mo-
dern men the growing necessity of
abandoning the Catholic position and
of shaking themselves free from the
intolerable syseem of Rome. It s
inviting us to step out into the great,
freedom of intellectual and spiritual
independence. But is the situatiod
in the non-Catholic religious world,
and away from the authority of’
Rome, such as to offer any kind of
temptation to persons who believe in
the divine. origin of Christianity,
and who have experienced the influ-
ence of Catholic doctrine upon their
spiritual life and in the training and
education of their character? Are
they likely. to benefit by forsaking
the ‘bondage’ of Rome, and by ex-
changing it for the so-called ‘liberty’
of the non-Catholic view of Revela-
tion?” I am inclined to think that
to thousands of thoughtful Catnelies
that liberty would appear in the
light of an intolerable bondage—the
bondage of incessantly changing
views and opinions, and of a  never
bringing of the soul to a safe and
secure anchorage. It would be. to
themn
and of yet never coming to a know-
ledge of the truth.

‘“We believe that experience teaches
that a true spiritual life cannot be
built up upon vagueness and uncer-
tainty. We believe that we were not

a condition of ever fearning !

Mrs. Annie Besant, to the Bishop of
Lincoln or to Mr. Hensley Henson;
should he seek for light in the ‘En-
€yclopaedia Biblica,’ or adopt Sir
Oliver Lodge’s Catechism as the
basis of his belief? All these forms
of thought bhave enmnent and
thoughtful persons as their chansy
pions, and each one of them has
some claim on the attention of

a

mind that je seeking for truch.
‘‘Is the prospect offered, and the
boasted greater freedom of thought

Which is thus held out to us, really
such a boon as the non-Catholic
world would bave us believe? It is
not in reality a restless seeking after
something’ which the human mind
needs, but which it cannot discover
for itself, and it is not, of necessity,
and in the truest sense, an ‘ever
learning yet a never coming to a
kbowledge of the truth?’’

“It is indeed  difficult to under-
stand how intelligent men can have
the assurance to attack our position
when this chaos of ideas and specu-
lations is the alternative which they
are offering to us, and when con-
stantly ‘and in every land distressed
minds, who have been the round of
all these schools of thought, and
who have lost
are turning to .the Catholic Church
for peace and security! Sometimes
A suspicion crosses the mind that it
is this very fact which leads to such
iwiolent atticks on our position, and
which creates such bitter feeling
Wwhen  we defend what we believe to
be our most valued and cherished
Possessions.

“Tn its recent pronouncements
non-Catholic press has indulged in
the usual tall talk about science
and modern progress, and we Ca-
tholics have been spoken of scornful-
1y beeause of our rigid acceptance of
dogmas which, in the various writ-
ers' opinions, may have answered the

the

needs of some particular age, but
which cannot, they think, stand in
the light of modern science and

which the modern intellect has long
cast aside We are asked to accom-
modate ourselves to the changed at-
titude of science and to the modern
views and aspects of life But what
and where, we ask, is this science,
this modern view of things, to which
we are to accommbodate ourselves?
What are its principles and where is
its centre of gravity? Are we not in
the presence of mere phrases and of
mere meaningless statements? In the
sphere of science there is as

sent into this world to speculate for
50 or 60 years upon the origin of
life, or upon. what might possibly be
God’s attitude towards the world;
but to dévelop a character, to build
up a spiritual nature and so
cultivate the higher faculties of our
souls as to lay the foundation for
future happiness in a different state
of life and being. And we Catholics
believe that we cannot .do this un-
less we know God’s will and law
concerning us, and unless we have
truths clear and definite upon which
to comstruct our soul’s life. We
lieve that a Revelation which leaves
its essential truths to be ascertained
by each individual. judgment and in-
tellect, which is forever shifting its
centre of. gravity, and respecting |
which nothing clear and definite can
be stated, to be no Revelation .at!
all. - And we consider that a church
which has no authority, which never
knows its own mind, which asserts |
a thing to be true and yet possibly |
not to be true, to be no church in |
any definite and comprehensive acnsp!
and an institution that can not only !
have no-serious claim upon our sym- J
pathy. and interest, but that cannot |
in thewleast help us to_attain what
we believe to be the true end of life.
Supposing the recent attacks en our |
position were to induce some of us '
to reconsider our pesition, and with
a vidw to securing greater freedom |
oi ‘life and of thought, to break
away from our: allegiance to the Ca-
tholic Church.

‘“Where ghould we go? To Wwhat
confession, or institution, or 80
ciety, should we betake ourselves ?
A hundred mutually, conflicting eree(:isl
an
each one of them professes to have

to

tention. Should “we go to Mr.
Campbell and the New Theology? I
any
thoughtful. Catholic could ever con-
template. the possibility of such - a
 Mr. Campbell’s teaching

in
Church  has long

moreover, find the whole

Christian. He would find it impos-
sible to construct from it sonte
kind of truths or principles which
would sustain him amidst the trials
and sufferings of life, and which he
with any confidence propose to

ho are in physical or mental’

di

The sriritual
urch, he is
of his soul,

be- |

much
change and difference of views and
opinions as there is in the non-Ca-
tholic religious sphere, and q, man
1'1>f||ly in earnest about the matter
| might have to spend a lifetime before
| he could hope to find out what the

science of his own day really tea-
| ches. Every few years he would h
| to adapt and modifv his creed  and
by the time he had accomplished that
task, science wonld itself have shift-
ed its position

“Is therd not

ave

the highest possibil-

ity that, on the ground of some fu- |
{ ture discovery,

some future
|Lndgo will give us a new
and that by the time have
commodated our religious views
this one we should, if we live

enough, have again to transform and
modify them Is there anything, ap-
yrou('hing certainty and upanimity
in the sphere of physical science! 1.
there the slightest guarantee
things held to be cert
be held to be cert
even ten years hence? l.ess than
generation ago orthodox science wy
strictly materialistic: a man was
considered a fool and unscientific
who did not believe in the physical
origin of thought and in the acei-
dental origin of the Universe. Belief
in the soul and in the existence of a
supersensible world was held to be a
delusion of dreamers and of ideal-
ists. In the present day the exist-
ence of the soul and of a hyper-phy-
sical world are being scientifically
established, and eminent men of sci-
ence in various parts of th® world
are becoming spiritualists, What
will another age bring us; what
transformation will it witness? And
men are asking us to worship
this fetish of science, and to

Oliver
atechism,
we

to
lofg

Is
that
ain to-day will

18

ac-
commodate what we believe to  be
the Revealed Truth of God to its

ever-changing and contradictory pro-
nouncements.

“I am inclined to think that, 80
far from Dbeing at a disadvantage,
the Catholic position has never been
80 good and strong as it is at the
Present time. A hundred events go to
vindicate the Church’s claim, - and
the rightness and timeliness of such
pPronouncements as the recent Fn-
cyclical. All that we have to do is
to boldly assert these facts, and
abandon the mere passive and apo-
logetic attitude of mind. While the
non-Catholic form of thought and
institutions are passing through end-
less changes and transformations,
and, in some jnstances, are breaking
down entirely, the Catholic Church
alone stands erect and bids defiance
to her assailants, It is quite evi-
dent that she is just at present in
very good hands.and we have every
confidence that she will guffer no
harm or loss. We have no intention
whatever of leaving her communion

‘and of exchanging the security of her

divine protection for the quicksands
of human speculati

all hope’ and heart, |

ac- |

ain twenty years or |

|

How the Papal Jubilee
Was Observed.
Pius X's Work Reviewed.

Looking back at the close of the Pa-
pal Jubilee the editor of**Kome’’ sunas
up concisely the manifestations and
events which have signalized its ob-
servance.

Twenty of “the Cardinals who live
out of the Curia went to Rome to
offer their congratulations to the Vi-
car of Christ, and the others, hin-
‘dcrcd by old age or bad health, sent
‘their congratulations by letter; over
400 Patriachs, Archbishops and Bish-
ops from all parts of the Catholic
World knelt belore the Pope, often
with hundreds of the members of
their flocks, testifying their affection

(and loyalty to his person; His Ho-
| liness has received in the Vatican
150 pilgrimages and  deputavions,

among which the Englieh-speaking
countries have been magnificentiy re-
presented; special embassies and mis-
sions, felicitating him on his golden
jubilee, bave been sent by the Eaape-
ror of Austria gnd King of Hungary,
the Eimperor of Germany and King
of Prussia, the Czar of Russia, the
King of Spain, the King of Portugal,
the Queen of Holland, the King of
Belgium, the Prince Regent of Bava-
ria, the King of Saxony, the Prince
of Monaco, the Presidents of the re-
publics of the Argentine, Brazil, Co-
lombia, Chili, Peru, Costa Rica, San
Salvador: tens of thousands of Masses
and Commuuions: have bieen offered up
for the Holy Father  throughout
Christendom solenn services have
been celébrated for him in tens of
thousands of churches: pulilic bodics
have passed votes of esteen
gratulations, precious gifts have heen
sent to His Holiness Ly all ranks of
human society from emperors to chil-
dren in the schools, the Catholie peo-
ple have increased their
Peter’'s Pence for the occasion, and
an immense qQuantity of vestments,
chalices, and other ohjicts necessary
for the celebration of the divine sacri-
fice have been
among the
world

and con-

offerings. of

sent for distribution
poor churches

YEAR'S WORK OF THE POPE

The Pope hiniself has been vven
more generous, for he has wmade this
year memaerable by his great works
for the Chureni of which he s the

visible head. To say nothing o1 those
seores of touching evangelical addres-
ses which have so deeply moved

the elergy and people; very often be-
fore speaking he reads over again
the lessons of the breviary or the
gospel of the day. Indecd almost all
his discourses are based on somae
text of the New or the Old Testa-
ment.  But the Pope always pre-
Pares the evening before he has to
deliver a specially solemn address or
allocution, and on these occasions he
seeks inspiration in the “Imitation
of Christ.’”

HIS INSEPARABLE COMPANION.

One has heard of the Pope’s old
watch he will not change for anoth-
er because it was a present to him
from his  mother, and because it
ticked  off her last  moments on
earth,”” but he has another, still
more precious present from her, re-
calling those distant days when he
was parish priest of Salzano. It is
little pocket: edition of the ‘‘Imi-
tation of Christ,”” which is his inse-
Parable conmpanion—a little volume,
old and worn, and bearing many
marks of long serviceu His private
secretary, Msgr. Bressan, observing
it open one day on the Pope's desk,
and making some remark about tho
poor binding, Pius X said. with

a

a
smile:  ““The Imitation,”” like ‘Tha
Little Flowers of St. Francis’ and
the ‘Confessions of St Augustine,”’
seem to me to be out of place in
rich bindings; humble and pious

books like them look better in modest
dress.””  Pius X. does not read many
books; but he never takes up a book

without finishing it, and not in-
frequently he makes the latest vol-
ume he has read the topic of his

conversation with nis secretaries. We
know how he glances every day over
all the Catholic papers published in
France and Ttaly, but the ‘‘Difesa’’
of Venice is always set aside for a
more careful perusal. 'When he was
Patriarch of Venice he declared mrore
than once that he would sell his
ring and cross if necessary for the
support of this paper—mow, when in
the Vatican, he reads the whole of it
even, or rather especially, the births,

| recall

of the i gome characteristic

|
|

| invariably

deaths and marriages. “Have ¢ you
seen,’” he will say to Msgr Bres-
san, ‘“‘poor X. is dead?” and he will
some of the good points or
trait of the de-
On such occasions Pius X,
uses the soft Venetian di-

+d

cens

j alect, which your true Venetian from

the |

|

pilgrims who came to visit him, the
year has been marked Ly two great
documents Lamentabili sane exitu

and  “Pascendi domiuici gregis’
which have safegunrded the Catholie
faith againsi the errors of the duy by |
the sublime Exhortation to  the
| Catholic Clergy of the World,"”
by the splendid reforms of
the Roman Curia con-
tained in the Apostolic Constitution |
“Sapienti consilo.”” Truly, whether
the prophecy attributed to St. Ma-
lachy be genuine or not, Pius X. is
well syibolized in the motto “Ignis

{ S
|- A few mouths ago we published an

{ account of the Holy
i that well-filled day
early in the morning before anybody
else is sthting in the Vatican, and
[\vhu'h ends Jate at night when only
1:1 stray twinkle is to be seen here
{ and there in the silent palace of the
Popes. The closing days ol the ju-
bilée entailed an unusual amount of
work on the Pope, and his  doctor
thought it nécessary to see him near-
ly every day and to urge him to take
a rest—but the Pope knew  better,
declaring that he was perfectly well
and that he would have time for rest
afterwards. There is a peculiar grace
and lightness about his movements,
which are very remarkable in a man
of seventy-three, and which admira-
bly reflect his normally serene and
cheerful disposition. But Pius X al-
so feels intenselv, and his emotions
are very readily expressed in his
voice and featurds. Otherwise he
could hardly he the persvasive and
powerful orator he has shown hhneelf
from the time he was curate in the
village of Tombolo.

PIUS X. AS A PRFACHER,

Sometimes the Holy TFather pre-
pares his discovrses verv carefully,
as in the case of his address to the
Fnelish pilgrims a few weeks aro,
which was written ont word for
word in the Pore’s own handwriting:
more often he sneals withont natea,
a8 in the case of that maet tavchine
dieconrse to tha Trich nilerime,
then even tha heet etonneranhora will
fnil to refloct the delicntn chadne of
the Pone’s erndeh. As a rola
receivine g nilorimacs tha Talv Tath.
er avestionag the hichane wha waw hn
with it concernine tha eanditinng Af

ardens!’’

Father's day-
which beging

and

Wofarn

the least intention of seeking great-
er safety by attempting the naviga-
;tion of the ship, or by suggesting
. mew méthods of navigation to the
, commander. We are content to rest
calmly and to possess our souls in
‘pqtienee because we know that an
experienced man, who has the as-
sistance of other experienced men, is
on the bridge, and that he will bring
the ship whieh has weathered
and sailed past
safely into port.

Yours, !

80

80 |

rince to peasant, employs in his in-
timate conversation

¥

CHRONOLOGY OF
LIF .,

PONTIFF'S

The notable dates in the life of

Pius X. are the following:

18385 —June 2. Birth of Joseph Sar-
to in Riese (Treviso)

1846~ Reecives confirmation in As-
olo

1816.—April 6. Receives First Com-
munion

1850~ November.  Knters the Se-
minary of Padua.

1827 —September 19 Receives the
subdeaconate

1858 Febreary 22, Is ordained
deacon

1858 —September 18, Is ordained

priest in the Duomo of Castelfranco
Veneto.

1867—Appointed parish priest of
Salzano 00y

1875—1Is nominated residential ca-

non of the Cathedral:at. Treviso.

1884 . —November 10: Preconised
Bishop of Mantua. On:November 16
consecrate@d Bishop in the Church of
St. Apeolinare in Ronwe,

1893—June 12. Created Cardinal
of the title of the S. Bernardo alle
Terme. On June. 15 receives the Hat
and is preconised Patrinrch of Venice.

1804 —Makes his  solemn entrance
into Venice.. The delay was caused
by the tardiness of the royal ‘‘‘exe-
quatur.’’

1903—July 26. Leaves Venjee, . for
the Conclave. BN
1903—August 4. Mlected Pope  and

takes the name of Pius X,
1909.—August 9. Solemnly crowned
in St. Peter’s.

1908—November 16. Celebrates

‘his Sacerdotal Jvbilee to the joy of

the whole Catholic world.

PRESIDENT ELIOT RESIGNS.

President Eliot has resigned . the
Presidency of Harvard College, a
position which he has held for 40
years. He is probably the best

known and most influential educa-
tionist in the Uni States, He
recently delighted t rance work-
ers by announcing his conversh‘m to
prohibition. In doing 8o he said he
had been all his life a modesate
drinker, and had thought that a
poor man had as good a right as he
had to get some beer or wine when
he wanted: jt. But since the effect
of alecohol ;has been tested in ~ hun-
dreds of thousands of cases, and it
has been proved that ‘liquor, even in
moderate doses, has a very ill ef- .
nishes the efficiency
man, ma,nn% him ::- -
wpable of 'deing his best in = the
:::rﬁb of ‘the day, that it lowers ﬂ;e'
intellectual and nervous pewer O
'u:“wm use it habituadly, he has be-
‘come_satisfied that,
ate use is objectionable,




