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Lessons from Smithfield.

EARLY MATURITY AND GAIN PER DAY.

A correspondent of the London Live ‘Stock
Journal has tabulated the results of the weighing
of the prizewinning animals in the principal cattle
classes at the late Smithfield Fat Stock Show in
regard to daily gain at different ages, from which
C summary. This live weight
gain was obtained by dividing the nt live
weight by the age, not counting the weight of the
calf at birth. A table is given in another column
showing the percentage of dressed to live weight
intil;tie case of animals entered for the carcass com-
petition:

NOT EXCEEDING TWO YEARS OLD.

BWORIIOO . < 55555 5557555 58/5mibmem i amim o m i e ST S 212
ABOVE 2 BUT NOT EXCEEDING 2} YEARS OLD.
Cross-bred. oo ooooiiiii i i 205
Aberdeen-Angus (only one prizewinner)..... ... .. 203
L e — )
Hereford..................cooiiiiiiiiii 1.90
IDOWOR. : & o555 4 55:655,3 SRS 88 5 mmm s wamae saiaiorois aiidm Soms o 1.66

Average ............................... IE
'ABOVE 2} YEARS BUT NOT EXCEEDING 3 YEARS OLD.
(A?nm- ............................................ 1.89

benleen-Angus .....................................
Shorthorn.......... ... .. ... .
Hereford....  .ox coac ene Sedimmmemore ety oo
DeVON...... ..o
AVer8ge. ... ... ..ol E

These figures serve to
confirm and emphasize
what has been known to
advanced feeders for ma:g
years—that young anim:
gain weight much more
rapidly tgmn older ones,
and there is a great advan-
{.a.g;:. in producing young
heef.

» The same point is mal:le
even more apparent by
the results of the prize-
winning animals over three
years old, _which ds‘l:ovam an
average gain per day from
birth of onlypf.2l pounds.

Regarding the teaching
of the carcass competition
at the show, there are no
special features to report,
saving that in the en-
deavor to present animals
showing a large percentage
of lean, some of the con-
testants sent animals in a
really unfinished state, a
feature which was also no-
ticeable in the carcass test
of pigs at the Brantford
Show. This is undoubt- .
edly a mistake, and ju will no doubt take
measures to prevent a lapse into the market-
ing of ill-fed animals; but, on the other hand, it
was remarkable that only in four instances were
the animals that won first prize alive placed first
when dead, so that judges have yet something to
learn before they can estimate with certainty by
handling the live animal what will be the quality of
the flesh when dressed. 7

Our Scottish Letter.

THE SMITHFIELD AND OTHER SHOWS.

We have just got over our annual fat stock
shows, and feel hab)gly, because it has throughout
been a case of Scotland first and the rest nowhere.
On hoof the champion of the year is, as so often
before, an Aberdeén-Angus heifer. In carcass the
Galloways have made a clean sweep, taking all
before them. The cross-bred classes have been led
throughout by cattle bred in Ross-shire. And in
the sheep departinent the Scottish mountain breeds
have done well as carcasses, although the best
mutton was declared to be that of a Suffolk lamb.
There can be no doubt at all that the future belongs
to the breed or cross which can break the record,
not on hoof, but in carcass. There are now five
great fat stock shows in the United Kingdom—
Norwich, Inverness, Birmingham, Edinb and
London—occurring in the order above indicated.
At the Norwich Show the champion was a Scots
cross-bred heifer named May, in many respects a
most level, well-furnished and beautiful animal.
She was bred by Mr. John Ross, Meikle Tarrel,
Easter Ross, and was go_l; by his famous stock bull
Ringleader, bred at ollynie, and without doubt
the most extraordinary sire of cross-bred cattle the
hlstolxl-r of stock-breeding has known. How suc-
cessful he is may be inferred from the fact that out
of five classes of cross-bred cattle at the Smith-
field Show he was sire of five, all of which were
bred by Mr. Ross, and another animal, a pure-bhred
Shorthorn heifer named Silence, was also got by
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Ringleader, and bred by Mr. Ross. She was beaten
by May at Norwich, but turned the tables at Lon-
don, where Silence beat everything except the
supreme champion of the Show, the A.-A. heifer,
Ju-Ju of Glamis, bred and owned by the Earl of
Strathmore, and also winner ut at Bir-
i One of the most notable animals at
Norwich and Smithfield wa:.)s the champion steer
Master Harbinger, a ﬁmt , massive red, bred
byMr.Ross,uSrgot 24 ngead . He was the
heaviest bullock at the show, scaling 19 ¢. 1 qr. 6 1b.
allimnts o the, change o Soills, L At o
igni t o e ¢ in ic in
spite of his victories, which inc?t‘llde the steer cham-
nship at Norwich, Birmingham, and Londo:
ﬂ:ster i was one of the last of the prize
animals to find a customer. All the lighter weights
were sold early, but by the middle of the third day
he had not elae%nilesold. Mr. Ross’ cattle, which thus
distinguish mselves, are got from black cross
cows, whose sire was an A.-A. bull named Carol,
from the Castlecraig herd, and their dams were
ordinary unpedi Shorthorn cows. These
celebrated e are thus ngnchmllr three-
bred Shorthorns, and wonderfully level, fin-
ished animals they are. At all of the shows in
question they were in the front rank, and were
only beaten at Inverness and Edinburgh g the
exhibits of another Ross-shire breeder, X A
Douglas Fletcher, of Rosehaugh. Mr. Fletcher is
one of the most spirited of Scottish landlords.
Possessed of great wealth, he has acquired an ex-
tensiwlre' tracl:;e '(;)f land t.llxn %xe Blu;:d Ial&—-the penin-
sula lyi tween the Moray e Cromarty
Firths. nng Fletcher keeps a fine Shorthorn
herd on one farm, an Aberdeen-Angus herd on
another, and a herd of feeding or cross cattle on a
third. He has also a fine Clydesdale stud, and a
S i L e
oes he does everyone was
when in 18 he won the Smithfield cham; ip
with an Aberdeen-Angm heifer, Pride of the High-
lands. He tries all kinds of crosses, and this year
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has been very successful with the produce of an
Aberdeen-Angus bull named Lord Fitz9335. One
of his daughters, out of a pedigreed Shorthorn cow,
and na.m::s Sunshade, was supreme champion both -
at Inverness and Edinburgh. She is two years nine
months old, and at Inverness weighed y 15§ cwt.
—a beautiful blue roan, with much style and iety,
and evenly-fleshed. This heifer is one of the best
fat a.mmaL of the year. She was placed third at
Smithfield in her being beaten by the Nor-
wich champion May, and also by Mr. Geo:
Bruce’s Gem of Tochineal, which stood second
her at Edinburgh. Another daughter of Lord Fitz,

. a pure-bred named Pride of the Roses, stood second,

both at Birmingham and London, to the champion
of the year, Ju-Ju of Glamis. The Rosehaugh
heifer is a second, and shows all the fineness
of bone, wealth of flesh, and roundness of body for
which her breed is famed. Mr. Fletcher has n
experimenting with Lord Fitz on Hereford cows.
He showed one of these crosses, a heifer, at Inver-
ness—a nice level animal, 22 months 9 days old, and
weighing 12 cwt. of 112 pounds. (By the way,
throughout $his article one hundredweight is equal
to 112 pounds.) These crosses have backs and
well-sprung ribs, but theﬁappear to have inherited
the weak points of the Hereford in the quarters.
It is to find men willing to experiment with
b so far apart, and Mr. Fletcher is never
afraid to embark on new enterprises.

<« Unlike most of his competitors, the Earl of
Strathmore only feeds one animal in the year.
Two years ago he won all the. honors of Smithfield
with a lovely heifer named Mina of Glamis, got by
Kidnapper, out of a cow by Siberian, a bull unfor-
tunately now dead. This year he resolved to de-
fend the cups, and his weapon was the heifer Ju-Ju of
Glamis,which as a yearling was unbeaten at the sum-
mer shows. She was got by Siberian, from a cow
bred by Mr. Wm. Whyte, Spott, Kirriemuir, and own
sister to the 240 gs. bull calf, Gipsy Rover. Ju-Ju
of Glamis again is full sister to the 205 gs. bull calf
Junic, so that blood plainly tells. At 2 years 10}
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months this heifer weighed 15 c. 3qr. 5Ib., or,.
mitothegwiqe,]]mponnds. The victory of Ju-.

ea.tBlrlml?
ular, and if Lord Strathmore wi

Bride, Bridesmaid, Pride of the
Glamis, and Ju-Ju of Glathis, Thres of

belonged to Mr. Clement Stephenson,
Newcastle-on-the-Tyne; two to Lord 8
and one to Mr. Fletcher, of Ros :

business, and in the fat stock s
doddies are invincible.
In carcass the honors

P T i N

the championship went to =
months old, whose - weight be?m'e

: ; ves m

was nine months, its live ‘N?t ight
:!gx‘&its carcass weight lﬁmmﬂh \
a rter 1

was third. Age seven

weight 103 pounds, carcass MW&
the weights and this tﬂlllzm ss’ of mutton
m Y i rices.
-'fl‘he Smietilgeld Club . has ﬁu;n‘l U v i&,
uswld mtml - 3 m ' .
competition yil; Jhas z)ne an m@m
to the breeders of the cattle and sheep whi
Your Guelph Fat Stock Club hed )
gratulations to the Smithfield Club on ati
1ts Cente; , and a cordial nse was :

Centenary goneral miating, and st I

e Cente neral meeting, " alsc e
the show for sgfne time on its two ni
The Smithfield Club has been a uSe

A very peculmr accident happened at Hon. W.
Clifford’s farm at Austin, Man., last week. He had
them side by side in the stable. Not appreciating
one another’s company, during the night they %
with the extraordinary result that they got theéir -
horns locked in such a manner as to throw each
other, and in the fall each animal broke its neck,

the present da
duce the choicest quality of beef and n
ly. H. R. H the Prince of
stitution. “ SCOTLAND w
purchased two cows from different parties and tied .
decided to settle their differences by a frée fight,
and they were both found dead in the morning.:




