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IE GREAT ROTHSCHILDS.
TERESTING HISTORY OF THE 

GREAT BANKING HOUSE.

1 Fewer oa I arlh Ugaals Tbelrs—They

Have I ml.varies Sear Fvery kingly 
Tbreue-Ha.lv Trip From Walerloo 
Thai Tolled Hlilleas One af Ihe l.arll- 
esl l eu ;>s.

The recent arrangement of the represent*, 
res of Kothechilds for the protection of 
» credit of the United States is not the 

irif time that they have come to the rescue 
if governments in financial embarrasstr.ent- 
Fliey are now the most powerful bankers 
in the world, and the dilterent branches of 
the family m the various capitals of Europe 
cordially support each other without being 
lound in an absolute partnership. They 
have seen their greatest competitors in 
England go to the wall—Overend, Gurney 
!: Co., in the panio of 1866, and .he Bar- 
ngs in 189b. So rapid has been the exten­
sion of their financial power that one of 
thsir enemies has written a book under the 
title “ The Hothrchilde, The Financial 
Rulers of Nations," in which he seeks to 
how that they have their emissaries in 

every cabinet, and have been able to mam 
pulate the stock market for the extinction 

I of their rivals.
One of the early achievements of a mem­

ber of the house,Nathan Mayer Rothschild, 
I was a hasty trip from the field of Waterloo 
to Loudon, where he arrived before news 

I of the battle had reached the Government 
or the banker*. He was on the staff of 
Wellington, end, as soon as the battle 

■fcver rude at break-neck speed tv Ultend, 
traversed the stormy channel at
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tion of public loans. A fourth brother, 
Carl, established himself at Naples, where 
1er 40 years he conducted the financial 
operations of the Governments of the Italian 
peninsula. But

THK MOOT IMPORTANT

establishment was that founded by Janies 
Rothschild, at Paris, after the close of the 
Napoleonic era. He was charged with 

Are Greater Uvea Thaw Valises. Aa«l paying to the allied powers the war indem­
nities due from France, and as his power 
grew he acquired a practical monopoly over 
the issue of French securities.

These five branches of the original bank­
ing house, although formerly distinct from 
each other, acted in concert, and one sel­
dom undertook an important transaction 
without consultation with the others. The 
establishment at Naples was abandoned 
after i860, but a son-in-law of the Roths- 
cmlds nsmed Lambert established a bank 
at Brueeeli. The New York branch is 
under the direction of the Belmonts, and 
the original Belmont was a German Jew 
named Schoenbeig, who, on reaching the 
United States gave a Norman form to -hie 
name. Prof. Claudio Jannet.of the Catholic 
Institute of Paris, from whose brilliant 
book, “ Le Capital, la Speculation, et la 
Finance Au Dix-Neuvieine Siecle,” many 
oi i nesv facts are derived, sums up the 
present attitude »f the R'thschilde, and 
their prominence in the financial world as 
follows •

“The financial piwer of the Rothschilds 
has recently been combined with a political 
power, which, though not publicly pro­
claimed, is none the le-e effective. Nathan 
Mayer understood the interest which he 
had in keeping always informed in advance 
of hie competitors, and even of Cabinets, 
regarding financial and political even's 
which might have an influence upon hie 
speculations. He organized a complete 
courier service, even to the extent ot sta­
tions for

CARRIER PHI ICONS.

It is thus, it is s*id, that he apprised Lord 
Aberdeen, the chief of the English Cabinet* 
of the first news of the revolution of July. 
He maintained emissaries in every < wbi- 
net. The Chevalier de Gentz, the keen, 
unscrupulous but alwave essential assistant 
of Meltemich, was at Vienna the friend of 
Solomon Rothschild, and one may easily 
comprehend what this familiarity might bo 
worth to him. Anselm Mayer, who suc­
ceeded hie father, the old Amschel at 

j Frankfort, had a clientele of all the reign­
ing or expectant German Princes ; the list 
of the loons h- made them ie the explana­
tion of his omnipotence in Germany. 
Government* have, indeed, countenanced 
this situation. At the same time that the 
Emperor Francis II. created the five 
brothers Barons of the Holy Roman Empire, 
he named James Rothschild his Consul- 
General at Pans.and conferred the same on 
function Nathan Mayer at London. Thettson 
of the last was created a Baronet.

** In consenting to take chargeof a loan 
for King Ferdinand I. at Naples, the 
Rothschilds required .hat he choose for 
Minister ol Finance the Chevalier Medici, 
who was their creature. In France, if one 
can believe Mr. Joirn Reeves, the Roths­
childs were all powerful under the Govern­
ment of July in matters concerning foreign 
policy. They occupied the position of 
arbiters of Europe, and brought about in 

1 184U the fall of M. Thiers, whose quarrel- 
' some policy threatened the existing peace. 
It was they who in 1871

DICTATED TO M. THIERS 
the conditions of the loan lor the national 
ransom, and they have been accused of 
having in 1882 compelled the unjust and 
disastrous bankruptcy of the Uuion Gen­
erale.

"Sir Lionel de Rothschild, who sucoeed- 
ed to the London banking house on the 
death of Nathan Mayer, in 1836, was 
elected a member of the Commons by the 
“ City," and was the occasion in 1848 of 
the voting of a hill by which he was admit­
ted to I'arliauient on taking the oath on 
the Old Testament. His son, Nathaniel, 
the fourth of the name, was elevated to 
the peerage in 1886. Sir Lionel, solidly 
support! d by his immense capital, and 
taking account of Ihe prejudices of public 
opinion, renounced th- manipulations of 
the market and the profits on margins 
familiar to his father. He occupied him­
self almost exclusively with the issue of 
public loans. He was the accredited agent 
of the Russian Government at Loudon. He 
pUced during his career £ 160,000,000 (88,- 
000,000,000) or time loans—that is, for 
which he personally guaranteed the pay­
ment on a detinue date except as he divi­
ded the transaction with the other branches 
of the family."
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THK RISK OF HIS LIFE

by a liberal use of gold, aud was on the 
Stock Exchange the next morning with an j 
air as calm and indifferent as though battle 
fields played no part in his peaceful trade 
of financier. The public knew only of the 
events of two days before Waterloo, when 
the Prussian Field Marshal, Biucher, had 
been lieaten by a detachment of the French 
army at Ligny. The gloomy air of Roths­
child an<l the reports which were set in 
motion of the defeat of tne allies caused a 
sudden tumble in the prices of securities. 
The secret sgents of the hoi.se seized the 
opportunity to make enormous purchases 
of the English consolidated stocks, and 
Rothschild realized millions, when, a few 
hours later, the news of the Great British 
victory reached London.

It was not altogether by finesse.howevcr, 
that the Rothschilds built up the strength 
of their house. The founder, Mayer Am- 
Y:kel Rothschild, was the son of a poor 
dealer in furniture and bric-a-brac at 
Frankfort, and was a banner there at the 
time of the Napoleonic invasion. The elector 
of Hesse placed in his custody a sum of 
about 15,INK),UUU francs m coin ($3,001),000) 
which was transmitted in part to the son 
in London, the same Nathan Mayer whose 
hasty trip from Waterloo has just lieen 
described. General Marbot, in his “Mem­
oirs of Napoleon," tells of the vain efforts 
of the Emperor to force the old man to 
surrender the money. A commission went 
lo hisestabiishnisnt ami minutely examined 
the vault and the hooks. Menaces and 
intimidation were in vain, however, in 
persuading Rothschild to divulge the where­
abouts of the treasure, and the commission 
undertook to play upon his religious 
scruples by demanding an oath. He 

RBFVSKD TO TAK1 IT,
and there was talk of putting him under 

^ arrest, Napoleon did not quite care to 
Venture such an act ot violence, and an 

/effort was then made to win the old man 
r by the promise of gam. They proposed to 

Inin to leave him half the treasme if he 
would deliver the other half to the French 
officials. They promised him a receipt in 
ull, accompanied by a certificate proving 
-hat he bail yielded only to force and that 
he was blameless for the seizure of the 
entire amount. “But the probity of the 
Jew," says Marbot, “led him to reject hie 
proposition ,and they left him in peace." 
The Elector, having returned to power 
in 1814, the Frankfort banker returned to 
him exactly the deposit which had been en­
trusted tohim. Thetermso! thedepoeitgave 
the Rothschilds the benefit of the interest 
earned by the money while in their custody 
and was a large element m the foundation 
of their fortune. "

Nathan Mayer Rothschild had been es­
tablished in London as early as 1793, and 
married there in 18U6 the 'laughter of a 
rich Jewish banker, Levi Barnet Cohen. 
During the war with Spain Nathan Mayer 
was charged, in concert with his father, 
with transmitting to the Duke of Welling­
ton in Spain the funds which the English 
Government desired to place there. He 
was reported to have gained in eight years 
by these operations 30,000,000 francs (#6, 
000,000), a high premium, which is ex­
plained by the risks and difficulty of trans­
mitting specie on many occasions across 
France end through the lines of 

Tlte H0OTH.R ARMIES.
Nathan Mayer was also employed in 

transmitting to the continental powers the 
immense subsidies which were allotted 
them by Great Britain. They amounted in 
a single year to 4111,000,000 ($55,000,000). 
These remittances were generally made by 
means of exchange operations, and the 
Rothschilds knew so well how to balance 
them against loins made by the continemal 

* powers and ordinary commercial exchangee 
I that during theentirepenod exohang- 

the continental capitals was nearly always 
favorable to England. Nathan Mayer loi-k 
advantage of the many fluctuations of «he 
Stock Exchange to swell his fortune, and it 
ie claimed that within five years he turned 
over his capital 2,600 times.

After the abdication of Napoleon and the 
general peace, Nathan Mayer had charge 
of the issue through the London market of 
large loans on account of the Kingdom of 
I’ruseia, the Russian F.mp're, 'he Empire 
of Austria, Hungary, the Kingdom of 
Naples, the Empire of Brazil and the 
Kingdom of Belgium, ’n the meantime 
other branches of the house were acquiring 
a similar poeitiun in the Continental capi- 

I i Ala Uns of ihe brother», Ar.c ill Mayer.
I continued the business at Frankfort. An- 
(other, hod himself at

Vienna, where he quickly attained a prom- 
nent position over the other banking houses 
and strengthened his hold by the negotia-

MARRIED 168 YEARS AGO.

Qsslsl «Hit Orltarale la the British 
Museum.

One of the greatest curiosities lately 
acquired by the British Museum ie a 
marriage certificate bearing the date ol 
February 21, 1727. The value of the curio 
ie not in its age, for Bibles of that date are 
common enough. It is the fswit that it is n 
marriage certificate, for, in spite of the 
fact that they cost money and ire associat­
ed with a very importent event in one’s 
life, and often save a good deal of trouble, 
it is rarely they are p-enerved. If your 
certificate is all safe and sound, just com­
pare it with the paper that certifies that 
Edward Skirmy and Sarah Simkme took 
each outer for better or worse, ior richer 
or poorer,until did death them part. Here 
ie the certificate :

X G .*9 _ .s- v- R

( A T <he Hevt »«« Pn\ isd Co Wes Pen!
• « the Dmh Side *#ery fl

iflrtt loupe*,tied* HARM ID at
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Wii Crvxc* </ENGLAND, si «fpun 
^tk«R«t'ftn In «hi Cu.W '

‘«ttioack' j

Note the coat of arms at the top, which 
might have been engraved with a jackknife. 
The wedding was at the Fleet, the debtor’s 
prison. Maybe h-kirmy was there because 
lie couldn't pay what he owed, and Miss 
Simkine married him and settled up. Did 
he settle down ! They’re dead and gone 
more than a century ago. Save your 
marriage certificate. Maybe in 2064 they 
w.ll hang it up in a museum and wonder 
what your love story was.

One of the Unemployed.
Joseph—What are you doing to relieve 

the unemployed in this cold weather’ 
James—Me ?
Joseph—Yes you.
James—I’m trying every day to get a 

job.

It Wouldn't Matter.
Little Boy—Sister says she’s never go­

ing to marry any one that's in trade. She 
says she* going to marry a professional 
man.

Old Lady—Well, it won't matter. The 
little dear never did have much appetite, 
anyway.

A Shy Man.
Banker—Well, our cashier has skipped.
Mrs. B. —What, that modest, unassum­

ing gentleman! Why 1 thought he was 
positively shy.

Banker—He was shy—fifty thousand 
dollars shy.

At the Breakfast Table.
Landlady—Well, I must do something to 

keep the wolf from the door.
Boarder—1 don’t know that it :s alto­

gether necessary. Let him come in and 
tackle one of your nreaktaats, and I don’t 
think he’ll ever trouble you again.

I
Ig

Mortal Imperfection.
He—Jane called me a perfect idiot. You 

don’t think that, do you !
Mary—No Nothing human is perfect.

Held In Reserve.
Mr. Linger (at 11.15 p.m. I—You may not 

think it, Miss Fosdick, but there is consid­
erable go .n my make-up.

Miss Fosdick (with a yawn)—You don’t 
give it much exercise, do you !

In an accident on the Interoceanic Rail 
way,which runs between ranima and Colon, 
acioss the Isthmus of l’anama, ten cars 
were completely shattered, and sixty-five 
passengers were killed and terribly 
mutilate 1. Forty passengers were seriously 
injured, and many of them will die.

The census of London paupers shows that 
the number of paupers was in the fourth 
week of December, 1894—irdoor 06,770 
outdoor 37,472 total 104,242 ; in the fourth 
week of December, 1893, indoor 65,937, 
outdoor 38,883, total 104,8*20 ;in the fourth 
week of December, 1S92—indoor 62,577, 
outdoor 35,547, total 9.8,124 ; in the fourth 
weak of December, 1891 —indoor 59,754, 
outdoor $4,741, total 94,495. The number 
of patients in the fever and small-pox 
hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylum Dis­
trict on the last day of the week was re­
turned as 2,564 in 1894, ,416 in 1893, 3,618 
in 1892, and 1,841 in lh.il. The vagrants 
relieved in the metropolis on tht last dsy 
of the fourth week In l'ecember,1894,were: 
Men, 1,0*2 ; » >men, 196 ; children under 
16, 5 ; total, 1*243.

At a recent sale ef postage stamps in 
Loudon $25(1 was paid tor a Reunion 15c. 
ami $460 for a Mauritius postpaid 2 pence 
blue. The Great Bri a n V. R. damaged 
brought $36. The I. ,-he»t prie* realized 
for any single stamp was the Ceylon 4- 
pence rose imperforgied and unused, which 
brought $650. A large number of stamps 
brought from $100 to $250. I’ereons not 
interested in postage «lampe can hardly 
realise the extent to which the craze ex­
tends. Jt is not at all unusual that a sale 
of stamps will bring more for each lot at 
auction than au excellent library. Indeed 
it would be a remarkable lot o( books that 
would bring such prices as th* last stamp 
sale in London. The latest form of the 
mania is said to be to purchase an island 
in an out of the way part of the world and 
set up a government to the sole purpose of 
issuing a set of postage stamps.

Louise Michel, the French Anarchist, i 
so seriously ill that her recovery is doubt 
ful.

Aristotle was said to have rememliered 
" the names of all animals, fish and in­
sect*.*
*It is reported in Rome that the Pope ie 

about to issue a condemnation of the Eng­
lish Priinoee League, the great Conservative 
party organization, and will forbid Catho- 

belonging to it.
The Carnarvon estates, Highclere Cast 

ed, Newbury, Berkshire and Pixton Park, 
Dulverton, West Somerset, comprise some 
20,1X10 acre , and a rent roll of £15,00Oa 
year.

It is reported in St. Petersburg that 
Count T°lst01i the Russian novelist and 
social reformer, ie the author of the Liberal 
manifesto recently issued against the Czar's 
declaration that ht would uphold autocracy 
as ea-nestly as hie late father.

Many vicissitudes have befalleu the 
house in Cheyne Row, Chelsea, which was 
the home of 1’homM Carlyle for forty-seven 
years. It has come before public notice 
more than once lately, owing to the pro­
pensity of one of its inhabitants for crowd­
ing its rooms with cats.

The annual repott of the British South 
Africa Company shows that the railway 
lines are gradually but surely creeping up 
the heart of Africa. Since the last nport 
the line has been opened from Vryburg to 
Malek mg 1100 miles),and it is now arranged 
that an extension of another 100 miles 
shall be at onot. made to Gaberones, and 
that afterward the line shall be taken to 
Palpye, 200 mil.-s further. Meantime, the 
extension toward Buluweyo is being talked 
of.

Mr. J. C. Shenstone has taken a censu 
of remarkable oak tree* in England. The 
five trees with the largest trunks in Great 
Britain, stated in London's Arboretum, 
are Cawthorpe Oak, Yorkshire seventy- 
eight feet ; Merion Oak, Norfolk, sixty» 
thiee feet; Hempstead Oak, Essex, fifty, 
three feet ; Grimsione Oak, Surrey, forty 
eight feet; Salsey Oak, Northampton,forty- 
six feet. Among trees having the wiliest 
stretch of boughs are th* Worksop Oak,ISO 
feet, and the Oakley Oak, llOteet. All 
these trees are not, however, standing at 
the present time.

One respectability the French politicians 
want : they have not the dignity of age. 
Piesident Faure is 54 ; ex-President Casi­
mir-Verier was only 46 ; M. Duptiy is 41 ; 
M. Bourgeois is the same age ; M. Poincare 
ie 35 ; M. Batthou, whose resignation 
brought about the late crisis, 33. The 
Daily Chronine ingeniously lraces the 
instability ol politico iu France to the 
comparative youth of the statesmen ; but 
one does not quite see the connection. At 
any rate the French politicien “arrive»’’ 
young, which may lie some consolation for 
him under the reflection that he usually 
collapses young also. M. Brisson is almoet 
the only man now in the front rank of ac. 
live politics who was also in the front rank 
fifteen years ago.

I

A NATTY STREET COSTUME.

I

Redingote of Fancy Cloth.

NEW USE FOR A HUSBAND
A Way 1er Blryrllsl» I# Ben Seslst Barb 

lee* While Veiling Exercise.

A new contrivance for making a husband 
and his wheel both useful and agreeable ie 
suggested in the Album Iuduetriel. Let 
the bicycle be securely fastened to the 
celling, and *..ised sufficiently to allow the

wheels to turn in the air. Then connect 
the wheel worked by the pedai» with the 
wheel of your wife's eewing machine by 
means of a strap, and when she says “Go!” 
Hart off nt a breakneck pace and ring the 
bell furiously, until she shout* “Whoa V 
In this way a husband can make himself of 
the greatest use to his wife, and at the 
same tune keep his muscles io splendid 
condition.

The Empress cf Russia.
The youngest surviving child of the much 

lamented Princess Alice of England, she 
lost her mother when only six years old. 
Ft om the date of that sad event the mother­
less children of the Hessian family became 
the special charge of their grandmother, 
her Majesty, our Queen, who has always 
shown a very particular interest in their 
welfare, so that their education has been 
as much English as Germai.

Until the death of their grand-uncle, the 
old Grand Duke of Hesse, the household 
of their lather was maintained on the most 
modest scale, with no greater luxury than 
could be obtained in England with an in­
come of some £3,000 a year. Visit* to 
England were included among the special 
pleasures in the lives of the young Prin- 
cesses—with the general result that the 
new Empress has even stronger associations 
with England than with Germany, and 
with the incidental result that Engl ah is 
her common language with the Czar, her 
husband.

Finally, as regards the German origin of 
the Empress, it should he noted that the 
Hessian Grand Ducal family suffered much 
f om the result* of the war ot 1866, when 
the Hessians sided with Austria against 
Prussia, and that for many years ail the 
Hessian people entertained very bitter 
feelings against Prussia.

Consumption of Alcohol.
In 1885 the consumption of beer in Eng­

land was 32 gallons per head ; in Scotland 
16, and in Ireland 16; the consumption of 
cider in England 0.4, and none at all in the 
other two countries ; the consumption of 
spirits in England 0.8, in Scotland 1.9, in 
Ireland 1 ; the consumption of wine 0.5 in 
England, 0.5 in Scotland, and 0.2 in Ireland 
The English drinker’s partiality for beer 
and the Scotch and the Irish diinker’s 
preference for spirits ie clearly shown 
When these amounts are converted into 
their equivalents of alcohol, we eee that 
Ireland consumes least—1.4 gallons per 
head, Scotland comes next with 1.6, and 
England heau* «he liât with 2.13 gallons of 
alcohol for each nan, woman, and child of 
the population: ill s, by a curious and un­
designed coincidence, is just under one 
ounce a day per head, the quantity which 
so many medical authorities assume cun lie 
safely taken—the p ysiological quantity 
which the country has heard so much of 
late years. Children seldom touch alcohol, 
most women take little, and many men do 
not take any at all ; so that the habitual 
consumers of alcohol, whether they drmk 
to excess or not, get through three or four 
times the amount which the leading med­
ical authorities assert should not be ex­
ceeded. _____

ROSES IN ICE.

New Zealand Sow Shipping Flowers lo 
London.

Lord Byron pined poetically for “roses 
n December" as for the unattainable, 
ays London Graphic. But the practical 

genius of the present generation, which is 
gradually taking the poetry out of our daily 
life,has now made roses in mid-winter pos­
sible. The P. and 0. steamer Gothic.newly 
arrived, has brought buds in this country 
from New Zealand, preserved in ice—just 
like mutton. If the unromautiu association 
of rosts with mutton should shock the nice 
sensibilities of our numerous young poets, 
they may find at least a pleasing suggestion 
of summer in the heart of winter in the 
idea of flowers living in a block of ice. They 
are said to look as if they had just been cut, 
these blooms gathered in New Zealand and 
come to life again in this country. To be 
sure the poets will have to revise their lan­
guage with reference to the rose, but the 
experiment should suggest some new 
thoughts upon the subject. At last origin­
ality has a chance.

New Method of Tanning.
It seems to be admitted that the new or 

Sadtler method of tanning is of peculiar 
value m it* application to the lighter leath­
ers. The details of this process show that 
the skin ie first treated with a weak eolu- 
tion of bichromate of potash, sufficient 
hydrochloric acid being added to liberate 
the chromic acid. After the skine have 
taken up a bright ycMow color through 
their entire texture, they are drained and 
IraneferreV to a bath of hyposulphite of 
eo-ls, to which some acid ie Hided to liber­
ate sulphurous acid, this reducing the 
chromic acid to grsen chrome oxide, while 
the sulphurous is at the eeme time oxidized 
to sulphuric acid, thus liberating a further 
portion of sulphurous acid until all the 
chromic acid is reduced. The leather pro­
duct is of a pale bluish-green color, tough 
tod flexible, and thoroughly resistant to 
water, this latter properly distinguishing 
it from other forme of leather, as the com­
bination of the hide fibre with the ohomiuni 
oxide is apparently more stable than its 
combination with tannin, and yie’ds leas 
to boiling water. The leather can be dyed 
and produced in a variety of colors, but the 
dyeing ie required to be accomplished 
before the leather become* dry, it* water- 
repellent char inter being such that., once 
dried, it cannot lie wetted sufficiently to 
take up a full color.

SHALL WE DINE ON MB ?
AND THE BREAD WE SHALL EAT 

WILL BE MADE FROM SAWDUST.

Ke.ilbllHIrs far Our F.plruree— fcufrlllve 
taper» wllli aaver» Moulurais and 
Ollier Fralures ol «.aseeus Bills el 
FAre-OlsIies ef Other « euuirles.

Two new invention! have recently com* 
to the front in Europe which perhaps may 
revolutionize the modern science of eating, 
They certainly open up great possibilities.

Timid people who shudder at the ill* 
which may lurk in lobelere, mushrooms, 
candy end in restaurant cooking, will b* 
glad lo learn that a Scotch physician, Dr. 
MacLewao, has invented a process which 
will enable them to live upon nutritive air, 
and thus defy adulterated foods and their 
concomitant*, indigestion aud dyspepsia.

Dr. MacLewao assert* that he has dis­
covered a method of reducing sustenance 
to it* eimpleet expression, a nutritive 
vapor, which he extracts from solid food* 
by means of an ingenious apparatus ol 
which he is inventor. Thanks to this, a 
repast may soon become nothing more than 
a series of savory inhalations. This frugal 
regimen ie designed for the present to aid 
wornout stomach» only, and the -doctor 
does not claim it would satisfy a hearty 
eater, but he will not deny the possibility 
5' the near future of a dozen bous vivants 
lounging about in easy chairs aud dining 
sumptuously upon nutritive gases.

THE PRINCIPAL ADVA8TAGK 

which this discovery seems to offer is the 
suppression of kitchens and cooks. A great 
nutritive vapor company will probably be 
organized to distribute elaborate meals 
about cities by means of pipes similar to 
those which now conduct water and gas. 
All that will then be necessary will be to 
take the tube between one’s teeth, turn 
the key, and leisurely inhale one’s dinner. 
It is to be hoped that the meters of this 
company of the future will be more above 
suspicion than those of the gae companies 
of the present. Perhaps future suicides, 
instead of turning on the illuminating gas, 
will find it more agreeable to be wafted 
across the Styx by the continued outpour 
of some gaseous menu, many times re­
peated.

** Wooden bread," the second of these 
new dietetic inventions, seems unreason­
able and not to be thought of, but in Ber­
lin there is a factory which produces at 
present about *2,1X 0 pounds of it per day. 
It is made by allowing sawdust to ferment, 
after which it undergoes numerous chemi­
cal manipulations. It is then mixed with 
one-third of its bulk of rye flour and baked 
like ordinary bread. Just now only horses 
are nourished by this product, and the 
street-car companies of Berlin, who are 
the largest consumers, are enchanted with 
its effects. Tne horse», though, have not 
yet expressed their opinion, neveitheless 
they seem to thrive on it.

The manufacturers declare that «,his 
wooden bread would make an equally 
satisfactory food for man, whose stomach, 
it is claimed, is quite as capable of digest­
ing it as is the elumach of the horse. Such 
Berlin scientiota as have been approached 
in the matter say it ie quite as dige* Me 
as the bread in ordinary use.

FROM A SCIENTIFIC STANDPOINT

there seems nothing improbable in this 
Horses can assimilate wood even without 
us lieing submitted to chemical preparation. 
1; has often happened that horses have 
been shut up in a mine by a cave-in, and 
have been deprived of all provender for 
days, even weeks. Nevertheless they 
have been found alive—emaciated, mere 
skeletons, phantom» of horses, it ie true, 
but alive. They had been able to sustain 
themselves, after a fashion, by gnawing 
the wooden supports of the galleries.

It is not impossible that chemistry may 
succeed in rendering digestible and nourish­
ing for man this cellulose of wood that 
horses are capable of assimilating in its 
natural state. It is well known that wood 
can l*e converted into sugar, not like that 
obtained from the cane or the beet root,but 
sugar, nevertheless, which may lie used 
to sweeten coffee,for the lack of something 
better.

With wooden bread,butterextracted from 
petroleum and chemical cutlets and steaks, 
that dire date may be put off more,perhaps, 
which the merciless mathematicians have 
lately fixed for the extinction of the human 
race, showing that in three centuries the 
wprld will no longer be able to nourish its 
teeming millions, and they will then have 
to face the alternative of methodical ex­
termination or eating one another.

These new discoveries are no stranger, 
moreover, than many dishes in vogue in 
other countries than ours. Shark tins are 
considered delicacies in Chius, sea worm» 
in Samoa, ostrich eggs, elephants* feet aud 
the marrow of the leg hone of the giraffe in 
South Africa. The Maudingoee luxuriate 
on crocodiles' eggs, fried locust* and alli­
gator and hippopotamus steaks. The great 
delicacy of the Barris, a tribe of the Upper 
Nile, is ox blood mixed with flour. Once 
w ha'e steak with green pea* was an English 
favorite, and extract of whale ie eatd to be 
as nourishing as extract of beef, an 1 one 
cetacean will furnish 500 pounds of ex­
tract.

A Hard-Hearted Captain.
Dickens, who eo often studied with de 

lighted interest the applications of Eng 
lish law to particular cases, would h*,ve 
found a subject worthy of his grimmest 
humor in the fact, that when the master 
of a fishing smack, cruising near where the 
Elbe went down, saw floating in the water 
a dead body, which was doubtless that of a 
victim of the great disaster, he made no 
effort to rescue it from the waves and carry 
it ashore for identification and burial. In 
stead, he sailed past and away from the 
doleful bit of flotsam as quickly as circum­
stances would permit, not, as om might 
suppose because he was a particularly 
hard-hearted and cold-blooded mariner, but 
Iiecattse, “ recently, after landing a body, 
he had been forced to pay_ the funeral ex­
penses.’’ Curious as that experience had 
been, and delightfully illustrative as it wa* 
o( ** crownera quest" wisdom, the captai* 
had no inclination to iepeat IL One lesson 
had been enough to teach him the great 
principle that common sense cannot b* 
allowed to interfere with consistency in the 
enforcement of a far h ament ary Act, and 
what in compulsion with that, is the con­
tinued agonized uncertainty o' Borne Gets 
man wife or mother !
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Infant’s hnoted Bonnet.
The Grand Duke Alexia of Russia died 

at San Remo of consumvtion.
Well-arranged time ie the surest mark ot 

a well-arranged mind. — Rous eau.


