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COURT PRELATES IN FRANCE

The Country Threatened With Schism by
Bishops Who Care More for Rulers and
Would-be Rulers Than for Religion.

The Rome correspondent of The
New York Freeman's Journal sends
his paper the following remarkable de-
scription of the religious crisis in
France:

Rome, March ¥l.—The state of al-
fairs in France furnishes abundant

for grief to all who love the
mlc Church. Not even haps
at the time of the great revolution
was religion in such danger there.
To put the whole situation in a put-
shell, France is at this moment on
#he brink of schis For several
months past a n r of far-seeing
churchmen have dilated on the danger,
but their prophecies were pooh-
poohed.

The facts of the case ‘may be brief-
ly put as follows: The Concordat
which has been in force for the Ilast
century or so regulating the rela-
tions between the Hol
French Government, has allowed the
latter a certain influence in the ap-
pointment of Bishops. The French
clergy hold their temporalities from
the civil power, and the civil power
insisted that this being so no per-
sons obnoxious to the civil power
should be appointed to vacant bish-
oprics. The Holy See was constrained
to allow the civil power the privilege
of recommending candidates for bish-
oprics, and the papal briefs by which
French Bishops have been appointed
since 1816 state that the new bishop
has been ‘‘designated” to the Holy
See by the head of the State. This
“‘designation’ is expressed in the
Latin brief by the words “nobis nom-
inavit.” No objection seems to have

been takem to this form until a couple

of years ,ago, when the French
Prime Minister of the time, the no-
torious Waldeck-Rousseau, author of
the law which has driven the relig-
fous congregations from France, an-
nounced that he and his Government
objected to the word *‘‘nobis”” and
insisted on its omussion in future
briefs. The omission of that single
word might very easily be made to
mean a complete change in the sense
of the brief, for it would change the
word ‘‘designated,” as applied to the
French President, to the word “‘nomi-
and the natural inference

acant sees in France was made not

y the” Holy See but by the French
rnment.

e Holy See paid no attemtion to

Valde uls outrageous claim
nothing more

was heard on the
ubject until last year, when the Sees
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See and the elections.

thp French Government were appar-
ently undecided as to whether the
newy law destroying the religious con-
gregations should be put in full
force or executed in a mild form, and
it was diplomatically hinted that the
result largely depended on.the atti-
tude of the Pontiff towards the claims
of the Government with regard to the
nomination of the Bishops. The Holy
See was placed in a very embarrass-
ing position. 1f it insis on its
manifest and divinely given right to
appoint the Bishops it was dealing a

it tried to save the congregations it
adopted a policy which would have
made the French hierarchy the slaves
of Combes & Co.

But, as a matter of fact, the Holy
Father never for a moment hesitated.
The bishoprics of Carcasonne and An-
necy remained vacant and were ad-
ministered by their respective Vicars
Capitular. In such cases as this the
Holy See can always afford to wait,
and it was hoped that the senatorial
elections might have proved that the
Combes ministry was not supported
by the country in its policy of trucu-
lence. This hope was unhappily
blighted, for the Ministry was
strengthened, even if slightly, by the
Meanwhile three other
French dioceses became vacant, and
Vicars Capitular were duly nominat-
ed. In the ordinary course the Gov-
ernment would have forwarded three
names for the consideration of the
Holy See; but the days leugthened
out into weeks, until at the close of
last month Combes astonished every-
body by publishing officially the
names of three churchmen as ‘‘nomi-
nated,” that is to say, appointed, by
the Government for the three vacant
sees. The Holy See was absolutely ig-
nored. A few days later the Qonti-
nental papers announced that a com-
promise had heen reached by the sup-
pression from the Papal brief of the
word ‘‘nobis’’ and the addition of a
phrase which would have made the
bripf say that the “nomination’”’ was

by the French Government, ‘‘ac-
cording to the convention contained
in the Concordat.”” Your correspond-
ent at once sought for information on
this point—and found it in a quarter
where mistake is mpoessible. He
learned that all the talk about a
compromise or a settlement of any
kind is absolutely untrue. “If M.
Combes,” said his informant, ‘“has
appointed Bishops without a previous
agreement with the Holy See (and
there_has been no such agreement) it
is to hoped that the persons chos-
en will refuse to lend themselves to
the Government. Moreover, it is ab-
solutely certain thut any person thus
nominated without the previous con-
sent of the Holy See will never be
preconised by the Holy Father. The
dioceses will continue to be adminis-

death blow to the congregations; if |4

culties \which have arisen concerning
the nomination of cardinals it has
been practically decided to postpone
oncé more the Consistory which was
to.have been held shortly alter March
3. 'May is now spoken of, but May
is.a long time off, and the post-
ponement may be considered as in-
definite. There is no truth in the
rumor that Father David Fleming is
to be raised to the purple immediate-
ly, but, on the other hand, it is now
quite certain that he is destined one
day to enter the Sacred College.

IRISH LAND BIL INTRODUCED

London, March 25. Mr. Wyndham,
Chiel Secretary for Ireland, introduc-
ed the land bill in the House of Com-
mons to-day. It is already conceded
as absolutely certain that the bill
will pass, although it may be modified
in its minor details. After outlining
the features of the bill as above the

Irish Secretary explained that while
the maximum charge on the British

cost of the administration of Ireland
would amount to $1,250,000. Against
this charge on the British treasury

commence reductions in the cost of
administration amount to $1, 250,000
per annum for ever. Proceeding Mr.
Wyndham dealt in detail with the
points of the bill, which contain® a
bewildering mass of figures, showin
how advances will be made and the
terms of repayment, but it seems, in
the main, to be un the lines laid
down by the land conferenee report

lords and tenants, In the course

cheers, Mr. Wyndham said the land-
lords of Ireland were being ruined
financjally, the tenants were being
ruined morally, and the taxpayers of
England were paying $700,000 per an-
num to the land commission and $7,-
000,000 to the Irish police, which
largely was needed to deal with ille-
galities arising from the land ques-
tion.

“Is it remarkable under these cir-
cumstances,” asked the Irish Secre-
tary, ‘“if the landlords and tenants
come together?” Mr. Wyndham did not
think any recoudite or veiled reasons
need be looked for. Past experience
showed that the State incurred no
risk in giving such aid. From the
taxpayers’ view point it was stated
that aid for land purchase was a safe
commercial transaction. By the aid
of the State, 80,000 tenants already
had bought their holdings and the
State had not lost a halfpenny. Pub-
lic opinion supported repayment, and
this was high, moral security,
of the

treasury would not exceed $1,975,000
in a single year, the reduction in the |

the Government propose forthwith to |

really aimed at a settlement of the
question. He, however, took exception
to the commissioners, especially Mr.
Wrench. If the Irish concluded that
the bill offered a reasonable hope of a
settlement it W(‘.lld be accepted by
them.

THE LIBERAL LEADER.

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the
Literal leader, said he would not pass
summary judgment on the ‘‘great
measure presented with so much pow-
er, and which raised such great is-
sues,”” but he would ask for informa-
tion on certain points, which he en-
umerated.

SUGGESTED ALTERATIONS.

Mr. Healy (Irish Nationalist) gave
the measure a cordial reception. He
suggestod alterations in the direction
of the provision for the distribution
of the free grant.

Mr. Wypdham replied. He said
”O,Mo,o%rmed the limit. The
Government would go no further. The
Secretary asked that no hasty judg-
ment be passed in the House of Com-
mons. The bill was then formally in-
'troduced, and passed its first read-
(ing. The second reading was set for
April 22,

INTEREST WAS KEEN.

The keen interest felt in this

new

promote peace and contentment in
| Ireland, was shown by the
House. The Peers’ gallery and the
strangers’ gallery were filled, and
{there has been no such gathering of
members of Parliament since the
|opening of the session. Almost
I’lrish Peer listened to Mr. Wyndham's

crowded

exposition of the bill. From an early |way of anything that may help even |

{hour in the morning the stone bench-

and will be satisiactory to the land- | frony the House of Commons en- |
of | trance to the doors of the lobby were |

his speech, which was punctuated by {packed with impatient Irishmen, am- | believe that the bill will go into com-

{ong whom were many priests. Most
{of these went away without seeing
leven the inside of the Chamber, .the
'gallcries of which were crowded
{has not been the case for many a
day. Michael Davitt, ‘“father’’ of the
Land League, celebrated "his 57th
birthday by re-entering the House for
the first time since he ceased to be a
member, “in order to hear the Chief
Secretary for Ireland unfolds his

plans.
JOHN REDMONS APPROVES.

For the most part the Liberal mem-
bers sat glum, the applause coming
from the Irish benches. A hush of ex-
pectation fell on the assembly as
John Redmond, the Irish leader, rose
to speak. If he refused to countenance
the bill its death, and perhaps even
the Government's downfall, was de-
creed. When the galleries of the
House found him sympathetic and
non-committal a feeling of relief per-
vaded all sides. What Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman, the liberal lead-
er, and the others said, had little ef-
fect. Even T. W. Russell, who, with
others, criticized the details and
various omissions in Mr. Wyndhaw's
plan; wound up with a guttural and
reluctant admission that *it is a
great bill."

Michael Davitt and T. P. O'Connor
gave the Associated Press correspon-
dent signed statements. Mr. Davitt's
opinion in part is: ‘“No fair or final
judgment can be passed on the Gov-
ernment’s Irish land bill until the
full text of the measure can be read
carefully and studied. The impression
left on my mind by the speech of the
Secretary for Ireland is that the bill,
as outlined, offers unreasonable com-
pensation to the landlords, and there-
fore does not offer sufficient induce-
ment to buy their holdings on these
terms—terms which appear to me to
be fully ten years purchase above the
present market value of the Irish
landlords’ property. However, it is
possible that there may be some pro-
visions in the bill when we can see it
in print which will offer some minor
advantages to the tenants and the
country, that may to some extent re-
deem the objectionable terms provid-
ed for the landlards. The one consol-
ing feature of this latest attempt of
the British Parliament to settle the
Irish land question is the proof it
|offers that the Celtic people of Ire-
{land have compelled an English land-
{lord Government to provide
gwilh which to buy out the British
| andlord garrison for Ireland. I can-

legislation, which, it is hoped, will |not see my way to agree to the bill | .,

as it is, but when I remember that
(in 1879 T served my first term of im-
| prisonment for proposing almost ex-
ia(-tly what a Conservative Irish Sec-

|retary proposed to-day, I realize how |

|times change. This partial triumph

every | is merely a forerunner of Home Rule. |

iFar be it from me to stand in the

;slightly to bring that about.”

IN PART DEFECTIVE.
T. P. O'Connor writes in part:

| mitte, that is to say, there is - sul-
| ficient good in it to make it difficult,
{if not impossible, for the National-

as | ists to reject it. One hundred million |

| pounds of Engli?h credit and

| thing like £15,000,000 in bonus
|given to substitute peasant
{ ship for landlordismy. It is true that
Ireland will subscribe her share of
the £15,000,000*bonus, that a purely
Irish fund will have to piy a portion
of the bonus, true that the financial
grievance of undue Irish taxation re-
mains, but Ireland is not mistress of
her revenues. Her appeals for finan-
cial redress have been in vain, and
probably this is the one way in which
relief of her financial grievance can
be got. ‘Fhe mind and energies of
Irishmen should now be devoted to-
wards amending many of the defects
in the bill. I believe that a united
movement towards amendment may
enormously improve the measure,
which is big end bold, though in parts
a defective attempt to abolish land-
ordism.”’ '

Keep doing, always doing. Wishing,
dreaming, intending, murmuring,
talking, sighing and repining are all
idle and profitless employments.

some-
are

money |

.2 ‘,' It will cure without fail. I
|
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7 Laurier Avenue, Toronto, December 13, 1904,
John O’Connor, Esq., Torocto, Ont.:

DEAR SIR—Alter suflering for over ten years with both forms of
Piles, I was asked to iry Benedictine Salve. From the first application
[ got instant relief, and before using offe box was thoroughly cured. B
can strongly recommend Benedictine Salve to any. one suffering with

piles. Yours sincerely, JOS. WESTMAN.

12 Bright Street, Toronto, Jan. 15, 1904,
John O’Connor, Esq., Toronto:

DEAR SIR—It is with pleasure I write this word of testimony to the
marvellous merits of Benedictine Salve as a certain eure for Rheumatism.
There is such a multitude of alleged Rheumatic cures advertised
that one is inclined to be skeptical of the merits of any new preparation.
I was induced to give Benedictine Salve a trial and must say that after
suffering for eight years from Rheumatism it has, I believe, effected an
absolute and permanent cure. It is perhaps needless to say that in the
last eight years I have consulted a number of doctors and have tried &
large number of other medicines advertised, without receiving any benefit,

Yours respectfully, MRS. SIMPSON.

85 Carlton Street, Toronto, Feb. 1, 1905
John O'Connor, Esq., 199 King Street East:

I was a sufferer for four monihs from acute rheumatism in my ot
arm; my physician called regularly and prescribed for it, but gave v "e
reliel. My brothes, who appeared to have faith in your Benedictine Saive,-
gave enough of it to apply twice to my arm. I used it first on aThurs
day night, and applied it again on Friday night. This was in the
latter part of November. Since then (over two months) I have mot had
a trace of rheumatism. I feel that yas to the efficacy of Benedictine Sal
ou are entitled to tMls testimonialve in removing rheumatic pains.

Yours sincerely, M. A. COWAN.

( Toronfo, Dec. 30th, 1901,

| John O’Connor, Esq., Toronto:

‘ DEAR SIR—It is with pleasure Iwrite this unsolicited testimonial,
‘ in doiug so I can say to the world that your Benedictine Salve
{ thoroughly cured me of Bleeding Piles. I suffered for nine months. I een<

| sulted a physician, one of the best, and he gave me a box of salve snd

' said that if that did not cure me Iwould have to go umder an epera-
| tion. It failed, but a friend of mine learned by chance that I was suffer-
{ing from Bleeding Piles. He told me he could get me a cure and he
| was true to his word. He got me a box of Benedictine Salve and it gave
me reliel at once and cured me ina few days. I am now completely
cured. It is worth its weight in gold. I cannot but feel proud after suf-
|fering so long. It has given me athorough cure and I am sure it will
| never return. I can strongly recommend it to anyone afflicted as 1 was,
can be called on for living proof. 1 am,
Yours, ete.,

! ALLAN J. ARTINGDALE, with the

l 256} King Street East, Toronto,
John O'Connor, Esq.,” Toronto:

DEAR SIR—After trying several doctors and spending forty-five days
| b the General Hospital, without any benefit, I was induced to try yous
Benedictine Salve, and sincerely believe that this is the greatest remedy
'in the world for rheumatism. When [ left. the hospital I was just able te

Boston Laundry.
December 16, 1801,

'stand for a few seconds, but after using your Benedictine Salve for three
days, I went out on the street again and now, after using it just ever &
week, I am able to go to work again. If anyone should doubt these facts,
|send him to me and I will prove it to him
Yours forever thankful, PETER AUS'M.
R € (e Toronte, April 10, 1908,

DEAR SIR—I1 do heartily recommend your Benedictine Salve as &
sure cure for rheumatism, as I was sorely aflicted with that sad.disease
{in my arm, and it was so bad that I could not dress mysed. Whean 1§
heard about your salve, I got a boxof it, and to my surprise I found
great relief, and I used what I got and now can attend to my daily
household duties, and I heartily recommend it to anyone that is troubled
with the same disease. You have this from me with hearty thanks and
do with it as you please for the benefit of the afflicted.

Yours truly,

MRS. JAMES FLEMING. 13 Spruce street, Toronte.

Torgnis, April! 18th 1902,

J. O'Connor, Fsq., City: ..a. r y ’.M

DEAR SIR—It gives me the greatest pleasure te be able to testify
the eurative powers of your Benedictine Salve.

For a month back my hand was so badly swollen that I was urad 2
to work, and the pain was so intense as to be almost unbearable.

Taree days after using your Salv as directed, I am able to g0 %
work, and 1 cannot thank you enough. Respectfully yours,

72 Wolseley street, City. > J. J. CLARKE,

R e

‘arm, which entirely disabled me from work, in three days, and I

DEAR STR—Your Benedictine Salve cured me of rheummtism

completely cured. I suflered greatly from piles for many months
completely cured by one box of Benedictine Salve. Yours sincerely,

; T. WALKER, Blackemithy
199 KiNG
ST.E.

JOHN
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