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Vor n.'iwmiod Pfc»b> leriaiv
expected of him, he sweeps as.de the lit- Pharisees, puts emphasis upon the -rand- 
tie questions of the precedence of this or est and greatest thing in the world* not 
that law, or the relative importance of a wisdom or might, not shrewdness or 
particular kind of Sabhath observance, or skil, not learning or a miraculous gift 
» special method of washing the hands, but love. Love to God and love toNhe 
and goes to the very heart of all truth in neighbor ; love with heart and soul and 
his demand of supreme love to God, and mind ; love that engages the whole heart 
a love lor others that is no less than our and the whole '• life "—as “soul " mitrhl 
love for ourselves. I hus always is com- well be translated-and the whole mind 
munton with our Lord broadening and The emotions, the viva! principle the 
inspiring. No one can go to him reason, the conscience, the appetites and 
with a serious question without having passions, the intellectual powers and ae- 
the question interpreted by his infinite tivities all must he used in the love of the 
mind, and the answer given is to a far Lord our God. No part of our physical 
larger question than the disciple at first mental or spiritual equipment can he left 
intended. If this is true of the hostile out He is supreme and demand! the 
critic, of the caviller, of the enemy, how whole of every 
much more is it true to the humble believ. Alld olir ,
er! His questionings are always given the share of thk k 1 ’ °°, must have his largest interpretation. His des®,es are ^ °(Ve ' T""?
filled with a fuller spiritual meaning than « care for oiwlS! "0 tha!'
he dreams, his requests are granted, not s0me one ha?!. u a T?.'* co,nmand' 
exactly as he makes them, but in a ten. 1 the fi ««s farther
lold measure. He asks for dailv bread, ,u God K?e' th™Kh one '"ter-

• and is given the Bread of life. He asks of coquet^“tkiThataffo;ds a measure 
lor ease and comfort, and is given, not which . j, , t<ls. for that love 
earthly ease and comfort, but the source n!,plre r,8ht conduct,
and spring of all comfort and joy. b rom this noble command Paul evi-

He asks that the cup of sorrow may be 0.btal",ed l,is inspiration to write
taken away, and, though it is still pressed p',‘can i" Pr',,se of love—to his lips, he finds at last the sorrow !,!! ! , !?! suffere‘h long and is kind,
transmuted into joy, and Marali becomes ,,o f"Vle,h "eh that vaunteth
Naomi. Our Lord is never content with "“•'•self. ,hat ts not puffed up, the love 

questions according to our IÏuLk .,. "!! "’'"8». believeth all 
own narrow expectations, or with suppiv. !!;?“’ ,k i a | ,hln8s- endureth all 
ing our wants according to our own small , J?v* tha* nev?r fails- This is
desires. *1e .e to God a,ld our fellow-men which

„ Side Lights on the Bible. Again, the wisdom of Christ is seen in co,1*t,tu,cs the sun °faH ,he commands.
HV FKXM IS F milk: nn the way He silenced the Pharisee. We vv e see very clearly how these precepts

How Chri t \n " would call it shrewdness if there were not J'vePl “'va>' the small cavillings of the
I low Christ Aiuwerb Our Quest,on*. connected with that word a certain un. h°w they settled their questions of

I rom Matthew s very interesting ao pleasant sinister meaning ; but we can casulslr>' and routed them in their citadel 
coiint of the way in which our Lord re- say that his answer reveals the very high- ° conceit and self-sufficiency ; but do we 
plied to the shrewd Sadducees and Phari- est reaches of intellect. They show his s.eeras P'a,nlv how this supreme and won- 
sees who tried to entrap him in their alert, quick, eager mind. He at once derjul answer does the samefor us? Here 
legal disputes, concerning the seven times turns their weapon against themselves. Ian1s"'fJ!to aM our petty questions,
married woman, and concerning the They presented to him the sharp point of , ,, ! do l,lis or s,lal1 1 do that ? How 
greatest commandment of the law, we a legal precedent on which they thought - keep .the Sabbath't How much 
learn many things about our Lord’s deal- he would at once impale himself. He t,nie s 151,1 1 ,Kive to BiWe reading and to 
mgs with all men. To be sure, it is only deftly turned end about, so that the point 'Yhat ProP°.rt‘on of m)' time
one class of men whom we here meet, is presented to them, and the handle is in * he Klven to business and to study,
men who are cavilling and questioning, his own grasp. He had no time for nrc- , unv mucl1 to m.v devotioa ? Shall I 
not as sincere inquirers, but with the idea meditation ; the questions apparently came .ance .and,P,a>* card* a"d go to the 
ot tripping him up in his speech. Never- upon him unawares, but his divine stores !.1.eatr®^ t-an 1 smoke, and drink wine ? 
tneless, we learn from this interview how of wisdom were always ready ; his clari- xx e all have our questions of casuistry,
he treats all men. In the first place he fied vision saw the truth as a flash of a,ld our Lord answersthem all in thi
patiently hears their questions. Kven lightning reveals the mountain's outline JuPrenJe* eternal command: Love the 
when he knows that these questions are in a murky night. Surely to such a one ,d t. • t,od w*lb «II thy heart and soul 
paltry matters of casuistry, asked with a we may go for wisdom as well as for and mmd* Think as much of thy neigh-
simster intent, he does not turn away in sympathy, for illumination of the intellect bor a? thou dosl of thyself, and all these
scornful disdain or cold indifference, but as for comfort of the heart. He will give questions will take care of themselves, 
gives a fair answer even to an unfair to every humble soul that lacks wisdom *ou w'1'be able to answer every one of
question. and he will give liberally and without up- t!iem m thc *Wbt of God’s love, for on

Indeed, he sees in the question a great braiding. these two commandments hang not only
de;‘' muore than ‘I'v questioner himself. It is most Interesting to note, too, that f" lhe,law the prophets, but the solu- 

Which . !s the great commandment in our Lord bases his questions and answers m,r deepest problems and all the
the law i1 asked the theological quibbler, upon authority. He goes back to the contluet ol our daily life,
and he expects a quibbling answer. From Scriptures, he quotes the first command- 
almost any Pharisee he would have receiv- ment from Deuteronomy and the second 
ed it, an answer based on fine-spun argu- from Leviticus, and when he would prove 
ment and absurd deduction from uncer- to them that the Messiah is the Son of
tain premises, but in this question our God he quotes from David. Though he \ „;,l v v- i Lord saw a query that was well worth himself is the seat of all authority" he maoisnroi, tV !l ' confafed •» a 
answering. He saw the opportunity of does not disdain to quote the w ritten ,Tever told .h 1“y a ' M>'mother 
laying dow n a principle which should words. never told me that she loved me; she never
stand for all time ; he saw the longinir of There. J , , kissed me, so far as I can remember."the world s heart for the greatest ‘'and com! iG^r than Z”*'6 ^n„excha"B«-’ aptly and forcefully says,
most expansive truth ; not only the great His constant nrai-T • V k"u resp*cL |?*ar that' J'e mothers, and go home 
commandment of the law, but the great w ho w !,fI Hi? “ ’°'’C a"d kiss every one of your children, even
precept of right living, and so instefd rf a? d,sbo"or ='?" *he ^«mpara- if it wakes them from their sleep. Why
answering ,h"e petty fa'wyer's pe.fif^ng ^ d'm delation of the Old Testa- a mother's kiss is one of the secies,
question ma pettifogging way, as was Once more, Jesus, in silencing the w!ridV grace God has 8-ven to this

Queen VashtL
By Gf.i>. W, AiMsreoNU.

*■' In ancient story it is told,
A fact though ii

Truth, strange ax any fiction ; 
Ahasuerus was the Persian king, 
kight regal, as the |-ovts ting.

Unused to contradiction.

His consort was a noble queen, •
Of dignified and stately mein.

As e’er wore diadem ;
She scorned to heed the king's behest, 
And spumed immodesty's request 

Before assembled

uny centuries old.

The king in wrath une'rowned his queen, 
Vivorcid. and sent her forth, I ween, 

From Shushan’s princely halls ; 
Hivorccd, hut not disgraced that day, 
^tueen Vashti held more queenly sway— 

True virtue never falls Î

<t>ueen X"a»hti, glory and renown,
\ irtuc and honor are the crown.

man.

Sweet modesty and grace ;
For though thy crown of wordl.
Be lost, as ancient liool.s r« late,*

None can thy deeds deface-

Thy royal conduct as a star.
Brighter than constellations are.

Thy deeds of good rejert ;
A lustre bright and fair and clear.
In contrast with the darkened sphere.

Proud Ahasuerus’ court.
Bight noble queen of royal blotxl 
In history’s page Vashti the good.

Imperial in thy fall ;
Better to fall in virtue’s name,
Then wear a crown enshrined in shame, 

Such honours but enthral.

answers or
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A Mother's Kiss,

J


