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morning's drmiKlit i-and thoy set fortli toL-etlier
li'i' thd )iiil)itiiti(jii uf Anthony FoHtcr.

Till) vill.ig,. of Ciinmor is idoasiintly liuilt on ft
lull, anil m a w()0(io(l j.aik .'losely luljarcnt was
situated til.' ancient mansion oiciipicd at this
time hy Anthony Foster, of wliiuh the luins may
be still ..xtaiit. The |.ai>k was then full of jaiire
trees, andm paitieiilai', of aneient ami imVlitv
oaks, wliieh stietidied their Kiant arms over the
lUKh walls Hurromidiiif,' the demesne, thus L'ivinL'
It a melaneholy, seelnded, and monastic appeal^
aiiee. Iho entrance to tli.. park lay throiiLdi an
old-fashioned gateway in the outer wall, the door
ol whieh w.is formed of two hu«e oaken leaves,
thickly studded with nails, like the mte of an
old town.
'Wo shall be finely holpe,! „[, ],e,o_- ^aid

Micliael Lamhoiirne, looking,' at the gateway and
K'lto, it this fellow's suspiciouM humour should
refuse us admission altogether, as it is like he may
in case this linscy-wolsey fellow of a mercer's visit
to us premises has disquieted him. Mut no,' he
added pushin- the hu-e ^ate, which f,'ave w.iy,
the door stands invitingly (.[.en, and here wo

are within the forbidden ground, without other
impediment than the passive resistance of a
heavy oak door, moving' on rusty hinges.'
They stood now in an aveniu! overshadowed

by .such old trees as wo have descril m1, and
wluch haii been bordereil at one time by hi.'h
hedges ol yew and holly. Hut these, havimr
been untrimmed for many years, had run ui) into
great bushes, or rather (Iwarf-trees, and now en-
croached with their dark and melancholy bou.dis
upon the road which they oneo had .Screened
Ihe aveniK^ itself was ^'rown up with grass, and
in one or two places, interrupted by iiiles of
withered brushwood, which had been loijped
Irom the trees cut down in the neighbuurin<'
park, ami was here stacked for drying. Formal
walks and avenues, which, at dill'eiviit iioiiits
crossed this i)rincipal ajiproach, were, in like
manner, choked u|) and interrupted by i)iles of
brushwood and billets, and in other i)laees by
underwooiJ and brambles. Besides the general
eflect ot desolation which is so strongly im-
pressed, whenever we behold the contrivances ofman wasted and obliterated by neglect and
witiie.ss the marks of social life effaced gradually
by the mfluence of vegetation, the .size of the
trees and the outspreading extent of their
boughs difTusod a gloom over the scene, oven
when the sun was at tho highest, and made a
proportional impression on the mind of those
who visited it. This was felt even by Michael
Lanibourne, however alien liis liabits were to
receiving any impressions, excepting from tliinos
winch addressed themselves immediately to Ins
passions. •'

'This wood is as dark as a wolfs mouth," said
he to Iressi lan, as they walked together slowly
along the solitary and broken approach, and had
just come in sight of the monastic front of the
old mansion, with its shafted windows, brick
walls overgrown with ivy and creeping shrubs

upon his iwiv.icy. H„t had he been tho Anthony
1 once knew him, these stur.ly oaks had Ioiil'sm.e become th.. property of some honest wood-
inonger, and the manor-close here had looked
lighter at midnight than it now does at noon
while iM.stcr played fast and lo(,se with the price'
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'Was he then .such an iinthriit?' asked
iressilian.

• He was,' answered Lamboiirno, 'like the rest
of us no saim, and no saver. 15ut what 1 liked
worst of lony was, that ho loved to take his
pleasure by him.self, and grudged, as men say,
every drop ol water that went jiast his own mill
I have known him deal with such measures ofwmo when he was alone, as I would not have
ventured on with aid of the best tojier in IJcrk-
shiro ;--tbat, and some sway towards supersti-
mn, which he had by temperament, rendered
him uuwi.rthy tho company (,f a goo.l fellow.And now hr has earthed him.self here, in a den
just befitting such a sly fox as himself.'

'iMay I a.sk you, Master Lamboiirne,' said
Iressilian 'since yimr old companion's humourjimms so httle with your own, wherefore you are
so Uesirous to renew ac(iuaintancc with hiu

and twisted stalks of chimneys of Lavy stone-
work. And yet,' continued Lanibourne. 'it is
fairly done on the part of Foster too ; for since
he chooses not "isit^.a, iL is right to keep his
place in a "^ishion that will invite few to trespass

And may I ask you, in icturn, Alaster Tres-
silian, answered Lanibourne, ' wherefore you
have shown yourself so desirous to accoini)anyme on this party?' ' •'

'I told you my motive,' said Tre,s.silian, 'when
1 took share in your wagcr,-it was simple
curiosity. '

_

' La you there now !

' answered Lanibourne
;see how you civil and discreet gentlemen think

to use iw who live by the free exercise of our wits '

JlaU 1 auswored your question by saying that itwas sim|)lo curiosity which led me to visit mv
old comrade .uithony Foster, I warrant you had
set It down lor an evasion, and a turn of my
in turn

'*^ "^""^ answer, I suppose, must serve

'And wherefore should not bare curiosity
'

saul Iressilian, 'be a sufficient reason for liiy
taking this walk with you ?

'

^
-0, content yourself, sir,' replied Lambourne

;

you cannot put tho change on me so easy asyou think, for I have lived among the quick-
stirring spirits of the age too long, to swallow
enaii (or gram. You are a gentleman of birtli
and breeding—your bearing makes it good • of
civil habits an({ fair reputation-your manners
declare it, and my uncle avouches it ; and vet
you a.ssociate yourself with a sort of scant-of-
grace, as men call me ; and, knowing me to be
such, you make yourself my companion in a
visit to a man whom you are a stranger to,—and
all out ol mere curiosity, forsooth !—The excu.so
it curiously balanced, would be found to want
some scruples of just weight, or .so.'

^
' If your suspicions were just,' said Tressilian,

you have shown no confidence in me to invite
or deserve mine.'

'O, if that be all,' said Lambourne, 'mv
motives he above water. While this gold of
mine asts. '-taking out his purse, cluicling it
into the air, and catching it as it fell,—' I willmake it buy pleasure, and when it is out, I must
have more. Now, if this my. terious Lady of the


