
A'honvMy .•I I hilutal Av<Hiat:(<H W
Im^ic |iriiK'i|>'r« of Kcieiiiitit.' |<t(H't:tliitv. It niicn^ Ihv ttirorv in

<|iir«lioti lo the rrasoiiiMt- iiiita>>oiti!im of all careful iiivrsti,^.itiir'i.

I' Mivitvn riiliciilr, Tlii» i"* intttptrtMl a* icrsevutioti Kvrrv

cak caiiHe iirriU martyr!*. A ^trotiic cait'« fever nect'* any

tiling but lionrkt ii)vcoti>;;)tii>ii uf the facti. A .111' r'*i'i»ii«

ihiinh iieeiln iiiartvr*. I^trv p^nulo siifme lued. inait•
luery iiiaile<inate h>jM>iln?si* iite<l» martyr*. Diit thethri>t> ...it

tile earth rcvdlve* aroiitul the hi.h never uetilcil niiiriyr>. ; it

needed careful and hone-*! inveotittntors.

The >tuiiv ol axtronotnv, (juite ait much if not nmre than

that of anv other science, teache* »<« to avoid such loort- meiluxU,

and navet ii<* from te»uUs so ojv > Mi«iiici«!ii. Almost the

whole world h.id accej'ted the m .. Iluory, but the asttono

mern still regarded it as an hyp ..ms Now we have new-

theories aih-anceil t > ex{)lain the same or similar facts Thene

are winning favor, and mn!<t stand toj;etlitr with the older

hypothesis and win whatever nieasnn- *>t support tin- fails may
warrant. This is the scientific method. This is the astrononii

cal method, it saves ns irom results so open to suspicion. S4>

worthy of disregard if not even of a measure of cr>ntenipt.

If the easy acceptance of theories supported only liy facts

selected bv partisans is to he tlej>recated, so also, and ev^ii more,

shoulil we l)e on guaril where trejudicc against innovation is

conceriic.l. We know and see hut in part. It is cleur, tlieie-

for*-, that, ill "le loiiR run, the progressive mind ami !• irt will

liehoil all t'.i iiKole new. Margaret I'rescott Mot.. ague, in

the .-i'.'.nitii .^ 'lily of M.iv, I'.'IT, tells how, for ataiiit twent>

iintuito-, -".ie once saw her whole life-setting in a new ami infin-

itely :'i.>re glad and radiant light Her e\>s were opened and

she U; .>. that reality is far finer and mote glorious tli.in she

had evei dreamed.

The e.xpectaiit attitutle towards new aspects and expressions

of truth greatl) lieljis ])rogress. Is this not, indeed, that faculty

ill the artist which we call susceptihility, — an onrush into new

fields of llioHght -that attitiuie in the soul of iiatiirt itself -vliicli

we term creation, Init fail to ideiilifv with our own faciiltx-. ilit


