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Bnildiag Brick made in Ontario since 1898.

(From the rejiorU o( the Ontario Bureau of Minrx.)
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In reviewing the brick industry of Ontar. ", the Director of the Burenu of

Mine.s states "The demand for brick was active durini; the year, especially in the

larger cities, building operations in Toronto, for instance, which is essentially a

city of brick, being decidedly brisk. A large quantity of brick is manufactured

in and around Toronto, many of the brick-yards being extensive and well equip-

ped. Reference to the figures published by the Bureau as to the production of

brick, shows that the average value at the yard has risen from S.5.7.3 per thousand

in 1901 to ^7.78 per thou.sand in 1909, an increase of over 3."> per cent. The cost

of brick constructions has been heavily aflfected during the same time, since the

cost of labour has ex[icrienced an advance prohably quite as great.

" There has of late years been a marked improvement in the quality of brick

made in firstclass yard.s. Kilns of modern construction burn harder and more

evenly, and tli -re is a smaller propoi .on of soft brick. The present taste in brick

houses loo, <l(i>s not demand the same uniformity of colour that was formerly

insisted upon : in fact, a. variety of shade, instead of lieing objected to, is rather

desired. Tho:i' is also a much greater range of products than was made years ago.

From white and buff to cherry red, and up to a dark even purplish hue, bricks of

all tints and shades an; freely used, and pleasing effects are sometiojes obtained

by einployiii-- .-linker or overburned bricks, greenish or yellowish in colour."

Paiuny IIrick :—P.aving bricks are made in Ontario only at West Toronto,

from .shale found on the banks of the Humbef river. The annual production has

been fairly constant at from 3,000,000 to .5,000,000 brick per season. The

oufput finds a market chiefly in Toronto. Statistics of production are available

since 1897 and are shown in the next table. The average price per thousand has

varied from 8f< to .•=;:.'0.


