‘come to smnlar conclusmns Perhaps it 1s‘3 :
:up 1n the Brandt Report »‘-~Assessmentr

: Just for some: abstractlon called the “world

but for the hundreds of millions of people :

‘Absolute

o The World Bank 1n:1ts third annual world devel-

opment report, has noted the possibility that the num-
‘ber of people in absolute poverty (at present estimated
at7? 80 million) will actually increase during the 1980s.
‘Without. rapid growth, ‘the report adds with cool de-

‘ hment “many developmg countries will find it hard -

maintain political stability”. In other words, what

Ties ahead for the poorest countries is massive human -

ery and social disintegration. Who can doubt the
p11cat1ons of this for others besides the poor. Like an
quake whose dispassionate shock waves rock rich

-and poor villages alike, the economic tremors

- being signalled will leave no people unharmed.
e-fifth of the human race cannot be condemned to
'squalor and degradatlon to hunger and illiteracy, to
ease and perpetual penury without placing in jeop-

‘ard the destlmes of the other four-fifths. ‘

.. Our senses tell us that the world has changed that

£ dependence isa reahty and not a myth or slogan;
that the era of adversary power politics is passing and
the era of negotiation and global compact has begun;

at co—management of the world economy for the ben-
: nly road to salvatlon for any. Yet in
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- return to 1960s. levels in

'rtamty, mﬂatlon, the fes '1f not the reahty of

. ‘employment.” But; ‘as the Brandt C
3 knowledged “they rarely face anythlng resembhng
. total deprivation found in the South”. The wretch
.. ness of absolute. poverty bears no companson Ey
' -’more to the point, it bears no ignoring. We no long
’ hve in aworldof separate, scattered unconnected ey
: mumtles whose fortunes; can be dlsengaged and why
: 'mlsfortunes need not ‘impair the prosperity or in
: qulhty ‘of the more favoured: Rich countries and poor
" our world commumty, like rich and poor within g
- tional societies, need each other for- surv1va1 and ne
: therefore to have each others needs falfilled.

‘These needs are not conﬁned to the charltabler

lief of 1nd1gence Qumtessentlally, they relate to{

structures of global economic relatlonshlps and
rangements. Evidence of the inadequacy of these stn
tures is all around and demands the attention of
madjor countries Who have assumed respons1b1hty
the managemient of the 1nternat10nal system. -

The spasmodic economic turbulence of the 191

" has carried over into the early elghtles in whati

creasingly looks like a sustamed depressmn Growi
rates of the 1ndustr1ahzed countrles are not likely
e . reseeable future.

projected growth rate of just one per cent this year.
over two percentage points below the already low ave

billion. Cumulatlvely over the period of the recessi
the loss of output and income is staggering.

Rising external debt

. Oil-importing, middle-income countries face risi
and onerous levels of external debt incurred largely
meet persistent deficits in current payments. The mi
ror image of their now crippling debt burden is {
over-exposure of the world’s commercial banking s
tem. The only hope these countries have is to ea
enough from their exports to pay their debts and the
oil bills and to contribute to the flow of world trade
‘and jobs in industrialized countries — by sustaini
their import of specialized manufactures. Yet risi

-protectionism threatens their future in particular.

In considering the oil-importing, low-income cou

_tries, words such as ‘threatens’, ‘dangers’ and ‘imm

nent’are inappropriate. The crisis is here and now. F
some it has reached catastrophic proportions and b
taken the most cruel form of hunger and- starvatio
The world is not yet ahve to the agomzmg smxatl




