he worst, 2 coolmg of

A "affect all agr1 ultural areas ex-r e

) dream again They were already mak- -

s[lian plans In1975, Buszness Week con-
his was a powerful means to force other
_ade They had i m mmd tltamum from In-

; ;Bedoum fanatics from' a;nother age. Suddenly,
erlcan dream of continuous material progress
apsmg The United States saw itself as depend-

pon a highly symbohc product (0il is energy; in
r words, power) under the :control of others.- But,
nly these others were in themselves becoming de-
nt upon the United States: oil against wheat.
'there be a better basis for exchange‘?

er then Secretary of State, Henry Klssmg-

Arabs should not be the only ones blackmalled He had
m e drstant and developed aims; in exchange for

-Charles Robrnson of course returned empty-
d‘- from Moscow never. Wouldb the leaders in the

1e Amerlcans that year stopped the shlpments

rain to the Russ1ans, they ultlmately gamed only .

= that he atte pted 1
= by a very reticent -Congress One of the ‘most funda-
" mental objections of the American legislators was the
" weakness of means of survelllance under the agree-

: ly

: such as the policy
] at this precise moment
e SALT I treaty ratified

ment, partrcularly after the events in Iran. They felt
strongly that 1t Was ‘1mposs1ble to trust- the Raussians,
n he Afghamstan affair ‘seemed
“to justify their concern. 'Carter’s arguments were col-
lapsing, as were his hopes of a new ba91s for Soviet-
American relatlons : :

Tt was then, in a ﬁt of’; anger that he recons1dered

~ his promise to never use the food. weapon. -He imposed

an embargo on the massive quantities of : gran which
had been promised to the U.S.S.R.: 10 million tons over
and above the 8 million already agreed to m 1975 an
accord still respected in 1980, :

There was immediate turmoil in the stock-
markets of Minneapolis and Chicago. For, in the pre-
ceding year Secretary of Agriculture Robert Bergland

‘had, surprisingly, not imposed restrictions on areas
“under cultivation. To the contrary, he encouraged

seeding on as wide a basis as possible, stating that
there would be no difficulty in selling the extensive

: surplus, because of a predicted catastrophe in’ the So-
v v1et harvest.

And indeed there was: 185 m11hon tons of cereals
instead of the projected 237 million. The ‘Ameéricans
were very satisfied until the unexpected announce-

ment of the embargo Suddenly millions of tons of

grain were pouring ontothe market. The President
created a last-minute program, by closing those grain
markets for two days and by promising to buy part of
the surplus dlrectly Reactlon to the move came sw1ft-




