nly work{ pgmber” for nomination is 1,505. With the
- Goven/[afge number of Democrats seeking their
ning as {party's nomination (no fewer than 11 were
e state ar offici-lly in the contest before the first
tion wih{prciict caucus vote was cast), it is en-
tate’s 2itigely possible that the convention dele-
d to hin|gates will be so broadly committed as to
1t requir offer 10 single candidate a chance of quick
:onventiou:vi to.y. ] '

o state. | "t is then that the delegates who have
equire th! run 21d been chosen as uncommitted dele-
d to a pa gates — those under the control of men like
b candi i} Néw ‘{ork Governor Carey and those from
conver tif state: that do not require adherence to a

legate: g cand late beyond the first ballot — become
idate unf vary ‘mportant indeed. Then the process
y amoun{tit s known as “brokering” begins, the
ther statd mhne zers of the various candidates with a

stay witf ch
cified 1af td w2 support to their side. It is then,
le, req i

ite recivddivid d between two or more declared
al cor vel cd
Florid 1 r elsew 1ere for a compromise candidate who,
ballot: uffar w :atever reasons, is sufficiently appeal-
s thaa i{ing, - r inoffensive, to all sides to bring
irst billfthem together. Hubert Humphrey, the
r just afpfrty s nominee in 1968, is counting on
h as We]this I appening in 1976. While he has de-
party rul
hing -ih] sdys ¢ 1ey are debilitating), he has let it be
leases frof k
ins.

McGc 7ern, the party’s 1972 nominee, has
id ; uch the same.

of cour (ace the two party’s have their
ch tkemh mir >es, and the Presidential nominees
ve hosen their Vice-Presidential run-
g-1 ates, the procedure for selecting a
S. “'resident becomes simpler. But it

a: 1 choice between two Presidential
dtv » Vice-Presidential candidates. U.S.
al »ws individuals who wish to run as
epe 1dent candidates, or as third-party
§ candic ites, to have their names placed on
ho-le I} the P: sidential ballot provided they can
ifobtain a certain number of signatures on
titio s of support in each of the 50
| Siates. This year, Eugene McCarthy, the
0w -0 came close to winning the Demo-
atic .omination in 1968, is determined
f!9doj st that. And there remains the very
ral pc -sibility that George Wallace, hav-
2 be n denied the nomination of the
®moc atic nomination once again this
ar, v {1 do what he has done once before
treai : the American Party and run as its
eside 1tial nominee,

_Bl > even if the 1976 Presidential
fctior does boil down to a choice be-
en Ilepublican and Democratic candi-
tes, the American public will not quite

smaller¢
de Islar
dels gate

have a direct say in who will be the next
man to enter the White House. For, at this
point, that incredible apparatus known as
the electoral college comes into play.

Electoral college

On November 2 this year, when Americans
go to the polls, they will not, technically
speaking, be voting for a President or a
Vice-President but for a slate of Re-
publican or Democratic electors that is
numerically equal to their state’s repre-
sentation in Congress. The chosen slates,
be they Republican or Democratic, are
then brought together to form the electoral
college. And, long after the average voter
has had his say (on the first Monday after
the second Wednesday in December of
each leap year, to be exact) these slates,
consisting of 538 individuals, decide who
the President and Vice-President will be.

In practice, of course, the choice of
the electoral college should match the
choice of the people on election day (pre-
cisely defined as the first Tuesday after
the first Monday in November of each
leap year). But it need not happen that
way. For, while the Democratic slates that
are chosen in their state invariably vote
for the Democratic Presidential nominees,
and the chosen Republican slates in-
variably vote for the Republican nominees,
they are not constitutionally bound to do
so. Also, the slates are chosen in each state
on a winner-take-all basis. Thus, by win-
ning by a narrow margin in very large
states while losing by wide margins in
smaller states, it is possible for a Presiden-
tial candidate to win the Presidency in the
electoral college vote while accumulating a
smaller percentage of the country’s popu-
lar vote than his opponent.

This happened in 1824, when John
Quincy Adams won the Presidency. It
happened again in 1876, when Rutherford
B. Hayes was chosen, and in 1888, when
Benjamin Harrison was elected, And it
very nearly happened again, as recently as
1960, when John F. Kennedy beat Richard
Nixon.

Still, assuming all goes well, Amer-
icans should know on the evening of No-
vember 2, 1976, who their President and
Vice-President will be for the opening
years of their third century. Two months
later, it should be confirmed — in time for
the inaugural address and the attending
celebrations.

Then Americans need concern them-
selves only with what it all cost them. For,
under a new campaign-finance law passed
in 1974, in the wake of the Watergate
scandal, each candidate who is able to

Presidential
candidate

can be elected
with minority

of popular vote 7
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