——the wreck
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Failure of ‘hotbox’
caused train derailment

inspection by a qualified
maintenance employee in
Chatham, was inspected again
in London and at five
additional points by CP
employees. The track where
the accident occurred was
reballasted and ties were
replaced last summer. On Oct.
11, CP’s computerized track
recenditioning car indicated
that there was no problem with
track alignment.
Locomotive Engineers’
chasirman Burnett says that
there are adequate regulations
in effect to minimize the
dangers of this type of
accident. If those procediures
were followed ‘‘there should be

. ) em.”
(;dp‘umnel are ‘‘pretty
well trained’’ to recognize
tial problems, the union
feels. He said CP and the
Canadian Transport
Commission ‘‘do everything
they can to ensure safety, but
there’'s no failsafe system.”
Smith says that so far in
North America this year, CP
\:gs the lowest accident rate of
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any railway. They have

experienced 5.67 accidents per
million locomotive miles. An
accident is considered
anything which causes more
than $750 in rropa-ty damage.
The rate for last year was 6.53.
For 1977 itwas 6.26 and for 1976
it was 7.75 accidents per
million locomotive miles.
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