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Sonic Youth finds

6 ways to tune a guitar
by Andrew M. Duke

onic Youth are four people 
who have an infatuation 
with Madonna, cult films, 

and radically tuned guitars. This 
New York band also has

Moore and Gordon do not go for 
overblown vocal acrobatics, 
preferring to merely sing as they 
know how.

"Beauty Lies in the Eye" fea
tures Gordon alone on vocals, 
while Moore contributes vocals 
to the rest, excelling on "Pacific 
Coast Highway" with his hurtful 
"come on, baby". The pairing of 
the two works wonderfully on 
"Kotton Krown". Lyrics include

"Jesus had a twin who knew 
nothing about sin" and "He's got 
a fatal erection home in bed", but 
don't get Sonic Youth wrong.

They can also talk about beauty 
and sound a bit psychedelic, 
though here they try not to. On

Sister, a cover of Johnny Strike's 
1976 "Hot Wire my Heart" and 
"Catholic Block" are the best of 
the best.

S
a new

album out on SST Records 
entitled Sister.

As a tribute to Madonna, 
Sonic Youth recorded "Into the 
Groove(y)" under the guise of 
Ciccone Youth. A still from 
Richard Kern's film Submit to 
Me was used for the cover of 
their last LP, EVOL ("love" 
backwards).

Inspired by the Stooges, the 
Ramones, Patti Smith, Televi
sion, and the Velvet Under
ground, Sonic Youth began in 
1981 as a "no wave" band, 
tion against musical constraints, 
along with others such as DNA

a reac-

and Glenn Branca. Guitarists 
Thurston Moore and Lee 
Renaldo, who played in Branca's 
band at one time, left to form 
Sonic Youth with bassist Kim 
Gordon and drummer Steve 
Shelley, who had also been per
forming in various groups.

Moore and Renaldo do not use 
conventional tuning: they prefer 
to make up their own. They use 
screwdrivers, drum sticks, 
broken bottles, and anything 
else that is near to force sounds 
from their guitars, and have over 
thirteen guitars set to five or six 
different tunings. Because differ
ent guitars are used for each 
song, if one gets stolen, they can 
no longer perform certain songs.

Their Sister LP features guitar 
that aches, whispers, grinds, 
growls, and squeaks. Vocalists

Thrashing down with the 
Doves and Bedrock Vice

stealing from other artists, as 
their spirit and subtle humour 
prove. 'The Grinding Stone", 
with its simple, pleasing harmo
nies, the beauty of "Magdalena", 
and sarcastic wit found in "Jesus 
on the Payroll" show there is tal
ent hiding behind their quirky 
yet accessible atmosphere.

Without a trademark sound, it 
is the voice of Ken Foreman, who 
must take lessons from the Violent

by Andrew M. Duke

he music the Thrashing 
Doves perform on their 
album Bedrock Vice 

(A&.M) is hard to define.
Pumped-up acoustic guitar, bass, 
and drums are nothing special, 
but while listening one might 
say, "Hey, isn't that ... ?" as 
sounds appear that anyone from 
Depeche Mode to New Order to 
Jodi Watley to B.A.D. might use. Femmes' Gordon Gano, that..

They are not, however, merely holds this album together.
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Begun as a “no wave” band, Sonic Youth are (l-r) Steve Shelly, 
Lee Renaldo, Thurston Moore and Kim Gordon.

Varsity Beer Bash
NOVEMBER 21 1987

Featuring

The Double 
Blues Band

$6 Door $5 Advance
9 pm — 1 am.

Dalplex Field House
Proceeds in support of Dal Athletics.

SURVIVE THE FIVE
DUSK TO DAWN HORROR
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13th

8:00 pm.
ALIEN

4:15 am.
NIGHTMARE ON 
ELM STREET

10:05 pm.
PSYCHO

(Part 3 - Dream Warriors)

12-Midnight
FRIDAY THE 13TH ADVANCE 

PASSES $4
1:45 am.
THE SHINING

wmm m m i mmmmm
DSU Wet/Dry Policy in 

effect for this event.

Be sure and enter the Freddy Krueger look alike Contest.
Tickets and information available at the SUB enquiry desk

\

X

♦
/

<Y i
* z*

4

All you can eat for $1.99!
Come to our spaghetti supper. 

Monday November 16, 5:30-7:30 pm. 
Supper and Fellowship 

Bring you musical instruments.

Resurrection Lutheran Church 
Corner of Windsor and Allen Streets, Halifax

Sponsored by: Lutheran Campus "Ministry
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10 Dalhousie Gazette, Thursday, November 12, 1987
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