
I

6 • The Brunswickan Celebrating 130 Years in Print September 27 *1996
r
i

Commencment address continued
liberating truth. Hemingway became a reader for these reasons: because he could say as much as words.” And I knew, right there, that I was hearing 

needed the company and the example of the great and original minds of the something astonishing. Here we novelists, literary novelists to boot, claiming 
past, to show him and remind him how they saw the world anew by sticking that their main formative influence was movies and jazz. They were being true 
what felt truest to them. The more time you spend with those great minds, the to themselves. Of course, if you listen to the orthodoxies of our time, or to the

Globe and Mail or often the BCC, you 
might conclude that TV and movies 
have destroyed literature. But not in 
Scotland. In Scotland, they have helped 
reinvent the novel.

The only drawback to pursuing your 
passion is that it’s lonely. If you really 
pursue what you know in your heart to 
be true, you end up on the far end of a 
lot of strange limbs. You get into 
trouble. You find yourself dating the 
collapse of Canadian culture to the day 
they introduced the aluminum hockey

way to do what you want is to make some money and buy yourself some stick. And even great artists and students feel this way. An interviewer once 
freedom, which means becoming a lawyer. Except that...there are no jobs for asked T. S. Eliot, the poet, about an essay he’d written at the age of 30. In that 
lawyers, either.

But I am going to tell you a little secret. Forget about getting a job. If your his life, pushing words around on paper. He never knew if he wasn’t being 
pursue your passion, you will make work for yourself. If you really love the totally irrelevant. Now that you’re 70, and widely considered one of the greats 
law...and follow that love wherever your instincts and your passions and your of the 20th century, now that you’re rich and famous, Mr. Eliot, sir, do you still 
obsessions take you...and they will take you to some pretty weird and wonderful feel the same way? To which Eliot replied, well, there may be honest poets who 
places...and if you are disciplined and know your passion well enough to deal never have any doubts, but 1 still do, to this day. But 1 loved poetry. 1 couldn’t 
with it honestly and authentically and gracefully...it will reveal things to you, help myself. Poetry was the only passion Eliot could pursue without lying to 
and you will find work. Because the deeper your passion goes, the more himself about what he cared about.
individual it becomes, the more universal it becomes as well. I guarantee this. And pursuing your most impractical passions as a student isn’t only lonely:

it’s also seldom appreciated. The spirit of individualism and diversity — and 
And I don’t care what your passion is, how conventional or wacky. If you diversity is really just individualism, and the tolerance of it in others — the 

really love the constitution — and if you do, you’re a rare bird — pursue it. If spirit of pursuing what you really love, is under attack these days. It's under 
you really love hockey, pursue that. There’s no reason a deep study of hockey attack politically, as Canada devolves from a nation with ideals into a sea of 
can't fit into a Canadian history program. Maybe you will find that the hockey carping regions with agendas. It’s under attack institutionally, as places like the 
stick is this country’s most enduring symbol of Canadian consciousness — BCC and the National Film Board—which were never anything but spaces, in 
more important than the constitution and language debates and universal health which people dedicated to their passions might emerge — are being drastically
care defined. Maybe you’ll find that what really unites a lot of people is not free cut back, both in terms of their finances and their mandates. And it’s under 
trade, but their memories of how we all tape our hockey sticks. Because there attack in universities, where cutbacks made in the spirit of “more efficient 
were all those styles, after all. There was the minimalist taping stage, and the economies" — that old telephone switchboard, make do with less philosophy 
maximalist taping stage, and the shiny-versus-matter electrical taping stage. — have reduced staff and resources.
There was the brief, and some would say sexually suspect stage where we all But there is one place where a dedications to the passions of the individual
used white tape on our hockey sticks. We’re ashamed of it now, but it happened, mind will always be safe — and that is within your own heads. They can’t get at
I suspect you could make a case for the hockey stick as an important symbol of you there, not if you guard against them, and dedicate yourself to the pleasure 
Canadian unity. I know you could make a senior thesis out of it. You might of the brain. This place — this old university, with its old thick protective walls
even make a best-selling book out of it. But it’s not on the approved curriculum. —will help you protect your mind, will help you shore it up, at its best, against
You get there only by pursuing your passions.

A few weeks ago I was in Scotland for Sunday Morning, talking to three new if let it help you. Certainly it seems to me that universities such as this one, and 
Scottish writers. Wonderful writers, all in their 30s, telling very literary but minds such as your own, are one of the few places left where we can foster the
very violent and very sexy stories. 1 asked them what their literary influences energy that grows out of a genuine dedication to mental pleasure. It may be
were. They looked at me as if I was mad. What did you read, I said. The English that places like this and minds like yours are the little hope left for the future of
— Did you read the novels of Amis and Murdoch and Woolf and Forster. “Are this country. So 1 urge you to use this place well, to let it please you, to use your
you nuts?" they said. “The English haven’t known what to do with the novel time here to stay true to your authentic self, and not to some invented self that
since loyce threw all the rules out the window. All the English ever write about has been dropped into your brain from elsewhere, 
is middle-class people having boring sex with inappropriate people.” Which is That is all I have to say to you. Except for observing that the likelihood of 
true enough. So, I said, what were your influences? And their answer astonished your meeting a great number of attractive Swedes of either gender here in 
me. “Movies and TV,” they said. “Everything North American. Movies taught Fredericton is slim. But nothing’s impossible. Good luck to you. And, as they 
us about character and pacing and dialogue. Elvis Presley and music told us say in Scotland: Be brave, 
what touched people. The jazz of Miles Davis taught us how space and silence
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But as I say, it’s easier said than done. 
Because when you step out of these 
doors two or four of six or eight years 
hence, or maybe even next week when 
you begin classes, people will say to you, 
you have to make do with less. You have 
to be realistic. In short, you have to get 
a job. And there are no jobs, remember? 
We have to make do with less. There are
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Maybe you’ll find that what really unites a lot ofpeople is not 
free trade, but their memories of how we all tape our hockey 
sticks. Because there were all those styles, after all. There was the 
minimalist taping stage, and the maximalist taping stage, and 
the shiny-versus-matter electrical taping stage. There was the 
brief, and some would say sexually suspect stage where we all 
used white tape on our hockey sticks. We’re ashamed of it now, 
but it happened.
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.no jobs for teachers...medicine’s a 
goner...public service is hopeless, all 
blame and no power...in fact, the only
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:WE HAVE JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

:
Iessay, Eliot had written that a real poet never knew for sure that he wasn’t wasting
!
:

Chief Returning Officer: Needed to organize 
the fall bi-election, and the spring general 
election. Honoraria available

!

;Your only task is to be bold, and then bolder.
■

Deputy Returning Officers: Two people are 
need to aid the CRO in the above duties. 
Honoraria available

,
:

*

Social Issues Commisioner: Need to run 
socially relevant issues campaigns, throught 
the year, as well as chair social issues commit
tee. Honoraria available

.

Yearbook Editor and Coeditor: Needed to 
produce the '96-'97 yearbook. Honoraria avail-the enemies of passion and individualism. This place will let your mind flourish,

able

:Grad Class Executive: Responsible for grad 
class projects, and events for graduation '96- 
'97. Honoraria available

:

i

:
:

Toonie Movie Series coordinator: Responsi
ble for choosing, delivering, set-up, ticket 
sales, and return of movies. Honoraria avail
able

;

;

:

:

NEILL HOUSE
ALUMNI REUNION

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

Consumers Guide Coordinator: Needed to 
prepare, distribute, compile, student evaluation 
forms. Honoraria available
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Student Union Council Chair: Will attend 
regular weekly meetings of council, must be 
well versed in Roberts Rules. Honoraria avail
able

GUARANTEED FIT] 
EXTENSIVE 
FOLLOW-UP

COMPREHENSIVE i 
SERVICE PROGRAM
CLOSE TO CAMPUS 

tHfiH SCHOOL)

'
IThursday, Sept. 26

Neill Night Out @ The Chestnut 7:00pm

Friday, Sept. 27 
Reunion Ceremony @ Neill House 5:30pm 
Reception @ McConnell Hall 6:00pm

Saturday, Sept. 28 
Touch Football @ Buchanan Field 2:00pm 
Steak & Stein @ Dolan's Rub

Curt Russell
For more information Gill: Gerry Gaudet

Cory Flynn

CARE

Councillors Needed:Science, Computer Sci
ence, Engineering, Nursing, Kinesiology, 
Education

CERTAIN
EXCEPTIONS APPLY EXPIRES OCT 31/96. 4,

DAVID G. HARDING 
CONTACT LENS SPECIALIST 

SUITE 504. 1015 REGENT STREET 
FREDERICTON MEDICAL CLINIC 

458-0270

*
:

:
.

Application Deadline October 7th. For info 
call-Anoushka Courage, V.P.Academic 
Affairs 453-4955

6:00pm ,

450-6809
457-3438
450-6831

:

;
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i-J? STUDENT RENTALS "To Keep Those

__________________________________Essentials CPU"
14S Westmorland St., Fredericton, N.B. E3B 3L4Attention all Foreign Students 

Immigration Consultation
;

t

iGET TOGETHER AND SAVE! }
If you are considering applying for 

permanent status in Canada.
IV'S 28”20"14" -g .....  If

Mi [ ONLY 1 With 5 ■
I $20 K&7T
■ A MONTH $5 each I 
Ik------—------S a monthI 1

ONLY IWith 4 
Students, 
It's just 
$10 each 
a monthl

ONLY $40$25 1With 4 
Students, 
It's just 
$5 each 
a monthl

If you find Canadian Immigration Laws confusing.
,

AMONTH
{ A MONTH

*
If you wish to know whether you are a good candidate 

for permanent residence status.
'

ALL TVS ARE A BUILT ,N CONVERTER ;

!

MICROWAVES .VCR'S .

No charge for initial strictly confidential consultation
$25$12 A MONTH!With 5 

Students, 
It's just 
$5 each 
a monthl

A MONTH! las]

For appointment contact: With 4 students.
It's only $3 each a month III 'IbJ|/

Best prices in the city!
We otter a discount ot 10% across the board If full shot paid up fronton an B month

(506) 455-5969
* Please laava your name, phone number and type of appliance oelna 

^____________________ordered and we'll try to get to you within 24hours________________

l
:Allen M. Ruben, B. Comm., LL.B., Q.C.

c/o Ruben & Kingston 
259 Brunswick Street, Box 1142 

Fredericton, NB, E3B 5C2 
Telephone (506) 458-0000 

FAX (506) 451-8766 
E-MAIL: DFLOOD @NBNET.NB.CA
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* Fully Guaranteed * Free Delivery * Limited Supply
TWo Cubic Foot 

only $15 a month 
Three Cubic Foot 
only $20 a month

!

Too many roomataa 
and not enough fridge 
apace? Than why not 
rant a bar fridge for 
your own room to keep 
those essentials.
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