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-Students partlclpatmg in Community Legal Aid §
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Community Legal Aid has finally got what seems to be a permanent foothold in Fredericto, thanks to a
number of Law students. Shown above is Bob Lutes, one of these UNB students, working at the Aid Centre.

By RICHARD KENT

Contrary tc opinions, some of
the gentlemen of the lofty con-
fines of Ludlow Hall are com-
munity minded. In past years
there have been repeated attempts
at forming and maintaining a Legal
Aid Centre in Fredericton. All
previousa@ndeavors were aborted
either because of non-support from
the New Brunswick Bar or more
likely our previous graduates tho-
ught doing a service for nothing
was beneath them and were not
sincere in their efforts.

This year however, mainly due
to the hard work and co-operation
of many, and the initiative of

three people in particular, Com-
munity Legal Aid Services (475-
7988) at 65 Regent Street seems
permanent. Chuck -Ferris a third
year law student from Penniac
Station with Alec Mills, a full
time Community Aid Lawyer in
Saint John, and John Oliver ori-
ginally with Civil Liberties and
now a Town Planner, have trans-
formed the idea into a reality.
In conversation with Chuck Ferris
much of the credit belongs to
“the good people at N.B. Civil
Liberties and their president, John
Oliver, who provided money in
the embryo stages.”

February through May the of-
fice was maintained with volunteer

Put out the symptoms of a colg for12. POU!S

%
—

with-one Contac Ll

labour and money from Civil Lib-
erties, then under the auspicious
name of New Brunswick Neigh-
bourhood Legal Services, the of-
fice was maintained this past sm-
mer with a $26,000 grant from
Opportunities For Youth, with
18 aspiring young lawyers receiv-
ing $90 weekly.

At the present time the office
receives a substantial grant from
the Federal Department of Justice
which sustains their comfortable

office and a full time secretary.

In the beginning an overwhelming
majority of Legal Aid’s clients
were students but the pendulum
seems to be swinging towards a
more Community-oriented office
benefiting those people less for-
tunate than most students on cam-
pus. However, this is not to be

construed as meaning students are
not welcome.

Community Legal Aid is design-
ed to handle only civil law in-
fractions. Anybody with criminal
law problems will be referred to
Legal Aid New Brunswick. The
most frequent cases dealt with
have been marriage problems, div-
orce or otherwise, landlord tenant
violations, consumer problems,
personal injury through working,
ind adoption and custody.

The structure and operation
of the office is, in the words of
the student co-ordinator, “cum-
bersome and perhaps not the most
efficient but allows maximum
participation.” Approximately
fifty first year students, one stu-
dent per afternoon, are engaged
in taking client information.

Then, dvring Wednesday and
Thi-sday evening clinics, about
30 second-and third year students,
together with 2 town lawyer; re-
view and advise on the case.

Some students and lawyers are
more sincere in helping than others
while some believe it is good for
their public image. As Ferris aptly
stated, “there are still some law-
yers around who believe any Legal
Aid is taking away paying cus-
tomers.” The downtown office
does have good rapport with the
City Lawyers and the New Bruns-
wick Bar Association, which is
important for their survival.

Summary advice will be offered
to anyone. At the same time,
Ferris stated, ‘“that advice may
be, go see a lawyer.” People- who
apply for Cummunity Legal Aid

fill out a confidential form design- gratifying than to keep someont
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follow guidelines outlined in
Social Services Act to aetermiy
eligibility. In most cases thou
they will not delve too much i
a person’s past. ;

No students are likely to |

refused. By D
The help offered in civil 0
will be the most beneficial § lerxim
lower income groups and studen and Isles 1;
said Ferris. It has not been o' " to :
heard of for students to o5t of th
eached by

paid up to $1,000 for Lawye
services during divorce proceg
ings only to have their divoy
application rejected. :

Also some lawyers may
be tco helpful with problems sug
as Landlord - Tenant violation
Some are treading on the vep
of being called slum landlords. ‘

However, Community Leg
Aid does face the problem of kg
to make Fredericton’s lower ig
come families aware of their e
istence. Ferris hopes this shori
coming will-be solved through
advertising campaign about to g
underway.

In the opinion of Ferris, “f
lot of students, from all facuitie
have a misconception of the great
amount of poverty that exists i
this province.” This attitude mogl§
of us are guilty of and should be
doing much more in our respe
tive interests to alleviate it. Fe
experience from aitending the lawj
and povertv conferences and wo
ing with New Brunswick Welfar
Services seems to give him a suit-§
able background to run commun:
ity Legal Aid. Concerning his work
he says, “There .is nothing mo
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We need people in sports, news and features departments.
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Theatre

} Nov.2s $ 76 VANISHING POINT ~Barry Newman
Dec. 3 $ 75 NEW LEAF —Walter Matthae - !
{ Dec. 10 $1.00 CATCH 22 —A. Arkins, O.Welles, A_ Pariins
Dec. 17 $ .78 GOODBYE MR. CHIPS ~Peter O'Toole
Jan. 14 $ .75 SUMMER OF ‘42 ~Jennifer O'Neil
Jan. 21 $ 75 PLAY MISTY FOR ME ~Clint Eastwood
Jan. 28 $ 75 ZABRISKIE PT —Mark Frechette .
§ Feb.1 $ 75 FRIENDS —A. Alvina & S. Bury
Feb. 18 $ 75 TAKE THE MONEY AND RUN ~Woody Allen :
Feb. 26 $ 75 TROJAN WOMAN- (tentative) —Katherine Hepburn, Irene Pq:n {
Vanesss Redgrave, Gen. Bujold g
[ Mar. 4 $ IS5 JOE —~Peter Boyle, Dennis Patrick B A PF
Mar. 11 $ .78 PUPPET ON A CHAIN —Barbara Perkins, Sven-Bertile Taube & 501
; Mar. 18 $ .75 CANDY —Richard Burton, Marlon Brandon I :
¢ 'War.26 $1.00 KOTCH ~Walter Ma*thau i e A
Aprit 1 « $ .28 THE FOX -~Sandy Dennis, Anne Heywood 4
April 3 $1.00 STRAW DOGS -~Dustin Hoffman, Susan Geocrge




