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Topics of the Dar
A LLAN s a naie famîlîar to C nadian cars aliost

since young lugh Allan landed at _Muntreal ini
May, 1826, fron a boat ut which bis ftheitr was

commander and bis eldest lrother second ufie. Since
1831, there has always been an Allait cuunected with the
shipping trade of Montreal. 'The Allan liue proper dates
froin 1856. This H-uLi Allan aiterwards becaîne Sir
lugh. With hum trom; 1846 wasi associated lifs brothier
Andrew, and when Sir Itugli died iii 1882, Andrew suc-
ceeded hum as mkaage-r of the steaniship fine, as pre-si-
dent of the Merchants' Banik and the Muntreai National
Telegraîîl Companv.

The'second sun ut Sir Ilugli is Sir Il. M tauAllan
who was born in Montreal in i86o. Whent his uncile, died
a few years ago, he succeeded to thc manaiigemen(!t ufthu
steamship fiue and the presidency ut the 'Mercianits'
Bank. H1e is prominent socially and was for -iuiie time
master ut the Fox linds, In a quiet w av lie hias
played his part in public aflairs. During thec rekvnt visit
ot Prince Fushimi, he was lus Moutreal host.

Sir Mon tagl lias drawn public
attention to himselt by his prote.st
against thie butildîig muania whicli
seeins to have takeni possession ot
those who con trot the Caniadianj
chakrte!red baniks. 'fhi liank of
Mdontreai, led thie va witli a head

ofiewhich is ou ot the muist
gorgeously turnislied business places
on the continent. The B3ank utf
Commerce is now erecting a build-
ing in Montreal which, while ouly,
a branchi, is4 apparently intended to
lie equally impressive. The Tfrad-
ers lias erected a titteent story
structure iin Tor<>nto which is miore
extensive thail either ut these, if
less gorgeuois in its appoint.inents.
Ahi the batiks are goinir in for ex-
peunsive hiead offices and, stvlisli
b)rainchies, and muich cap)itail is thus
being hocked up.

Sorie of the bankers are criti,
cisingý thie Dominion Goverumienit
for spendiing se, much mnoniey on
public works which do flot brin w in
any retuirn worth whuile, declariug
that this policv is using up1 the
people's savingzs faster thanl sudl
capital can be acciluxlated. if Sir H. Mc
thiese gentlemen would examine
their own accounits they wouild probably finid that the
banks are following thé saute policy in l;ckîig ulp caýpital
ini expensive building-s which cannot possibly retuiri a1 fair
interest in return. Sir Munttague's protest was oppor-
tune.

'Mr. Cocksliutt, president of the Caniadian Mýaniufac-
turers' Association, in a speech at Winnipegr drew atten-
tion to the vast surns ot moniey Canadianis are sending'
ont o! their country. The foreign purchiases are vastly in
excess o! the foreign sales. He especially dep)recatedl
paying fort 'v-two million dollars ini three years for fire
mnsurance with British and foreign companies, and inti-
mnated that the Wiantifacturers hope tu keep a great deal
of this noaiey in the couintry throughi their new mutual
colnpauïes.

There is no doubt that Canada's prosperity has in-
duýjed ant era o! extravagance on the part ut all classes
of the comip-uinity. E,ývery new country buying steel,
railway equipinent and other construction mnaterial, is
likely to inake great purchases abroad duirinig its "build-

'n

ing" period. These two features have coîubined tu turît
the balance of tracle agaînst tis. W wheu, our extensiNe
burruwings are added, it is evideîît that our indel>tedness
abroad< is increasing ait treinendous speed.

That the îuatitîfacturers are nut intendin g to drive
Sir Wiîlfrid L~aurier ont ot office because of his free trade
speeches mnade vears ago is indicated b)y the acceptance
ofthe Brantiord Liberal nomination ot Mr. Lloyd Hlarris.
lie is une ot the most promînent andi intluential men-
bers of the C.M.A., ant ardent protuctionist and a strong
"niiade in Canada"' advocate. Il hie can ride under the
Lauirier banner it is ex idence that tlie tariff is pretty
well ont of politics.

The Cens.,us Bureaui continues to give flew statistics to
show how priosperous the cotintrv lias heen durine- the
past five year.s, Tfiis prosperity is well known to Al of
uis, but sciiie ut these figures mnust open the eyes uf even
well-informted and uptimistic citizens. That the grain
area uf the West should have doubled ini six years is
one of the startling tacLts. That the total wheat yield

ini Manitoba, S4askatchewan and
Aib)erta was une hundred and teli
millions Iast year and that the
crup of oats produced an equal
numbeibr of bushels are also strikingr
fac ts. E4ight million acres under
crou) in a district where torty years;
ago there were flot texi tlîousand
white peuple is a record wbich is
hardly equalled in the history ut
the humait race.

One of the niost reinirkaible
features of the publiceicsin of
the past few months is the uitter
absence of any news concurii thie
Canadian Society of Autlîors. las
it been disbanded ? i not, why
lias it not corne to the support of
the lion. Mr. Leniieux in his ef-
forts to provide a home field for
native writers ? Does it not be-
lieVe in Canaýdian writers and Can-
adian literature ? lias it no Iaîth
in out literary future ? Is the
greatest literary change in the last
twenity-flve years to go unnotcel
by the persons who should bie most

iueetd? Is it the deepness of
tagu Allan. its aiffection for Mr. Munsey and

Mr. l3ok and other United States
publishers that causes this stern silence ?

Sir Wilfrid Laurier has been in Paris laying the basis
for a niew commercial arrangement with Paris. Mr.
Fielding and Mr. Brodeur are stîll there working mit the
details. Th'lus Canada is taking unto herseif the nower
and priv-ilege of making her own treaties. The more
Canadiani statesmen become known in London, the great-
er the readiness on the part of the Imperial authorities
to allow the premier colony the privilege of condncting
its own foreigu negotiations. Downing Street is a very
reasonable centre just now. There is scarcely anythni"
it will not dIo to please the colonies--except to put a tax
oit foreign foodstuffs.

Canadians rencrally will aporeciate this extension of
ont self-governîig freedom, and the Empire Zenerally will
benefit. When a colony conduets its own neeotiations it
cairnot find fault with the Hlome authorities if the te-
suits do not corne upr to expectations.

Now that Canada has this privilege, other colonies
will demand it. TJnder supervision, it sheuld be grauted.


