
to this phase of the question would perbapsexplain how groundless are any criticisma thatare directed against so-called sectionalism."
"Weil," hie said,' "somebody got under bis belt.""Ponderous tommyrot, anyway. But that's a veryabsurd argument. The B.N.A. gave to the provincescertain representative rights. 0f course it did.But it neyer intended that the member for Great BearLake, if we ever get one, should spend the time ofthe Commons in telling tbe mtember for Cod Co.,N.S., bow the Yellow-Knives keep buskie dogs fromcbewing shaganappi for breakfast. Parliament hasno0 time to be a session of the Royal GeographicalSociety. 1 hope we have departmental experts whocan look after ahl these local cohour questions."Ibbotson read again fromn the same letter:

"Under our system, that of party goverament,
a Private member bas little influence to initiatelegialation. As a matter 0f fact, in these dayspar ticuîarîy, it la impossible for a member-Icare not what bis measure of ability may be-te aucceed witb any mes sure of legislation forthe advancement of social or other conditionswithout enlisting the initiative of the govern-ment. In the flrst place, a member introduces abll In tbe nature of a reform measure. He can-not even bave It considered unlesa the dominantparty Permits it. True, hie can introduce it,but there are methoda to sidetrack it sbould itprove to be an embarrassing subject to theGoverament, and these methoda are not infre-quently resorted to."

"Wbat'a your opinion about that, Mr, Ibbo taon ?""The worst of it îs-it's true. That'a why somne Ofus begin to tbink that party goverament Ia a menace
tO the country."

"Wbat would you substitutes?"
"Business administration; the referendum; thedomlnance of ideas; election of men wbo don'tIrOresent a party that changes Its front everY time
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there's a new set of conditions, but men who standfor certain measures of national administration thatare well known to the people independent of party.1 admit there must be division of opinion. But that'sonîy useful to the country when it concerna publicmatters. For instance, the Naval Aid Bill nevershould have been a party measure; neither shouldHome Rule in Ireland. These are problemas thatdevelop clear outside of a party altogether. It'sasinine to claim, for Instance, that the Tory party inCanada has ever bad or ever can have anything likea monopoly of Imperial sentiment. Both partiesknow how to wave the old flag In an election if theyconsider the old flag a good vote-producer. They'veboth done It. Both parties believe in getting thegoodwlll of the farmers, and if the Conservatîvesto-day could square free implements with the anti-recIprocity wave that put thema in power in 1911-do you think they wouldn't consider It?""But there is no need. The Liberals have alreadydeclared for f ree implements."

"I6TELL enough. But when ln power tbey didn'tWmove very fast In that direction. I'11 admitthey reduced the tariff on Implements. Buteven the Conservativea would have corne to that asa matter of party polcy.
"Besides," Ibbotson added as bis eye caughtanother soul-searchlng passage In the letter, "thereare loads of questions upon wblcb there neyer can beany really sensible difference of opinion except inthe details of worklng them out. I mentioned soelof them In my unfortunate speech. There are others.Now, here's a real îlluminative passage that sums Upthe whole situation in thia country so far as it con-cerns people and parliament."
He read with considerable emphasis:

"There is a necessity in Canada to-day foi,progressive and advanced legislation, and Tassume that the Goverament, If they felt that thepeople were demanding action, would takre it
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spiritt and ceonsclince sthroulghoutthe whole
breadtb o! our land, and it seems to me this lackla growing more noticeable year by year."

"Now," hie concluded, pointing impressively at thetip of my nose, "how in the naine of patrlotism, wbat-ever that ia, can this country ever get a nationalconscience without a parliamentary conscience? Ifthe men who, because o! their public and persona]fltness, are chosen to represent the people can't asa community on Parliament Hill develop sucb aconscience, how can they expect a heterogeneouscommunity acattered over thousands of miles underail sorts of conditions to do it?"Parliament is an index, you say? So it la. Butfor haîf a century almoat Canada bas been aendlngmen to Parliament as Party representatIves.Hundreda o! these men have been the best men inCanada. Ia it likely that ail they have said anddone in the best of flfty years, no matter wbatdegradation may have been golng on in the countryand the party, bas left no mark on Parliament tomake it not only reprçesent the country, but also toconserve the best elements of our national life fortbe good of the people?
"'No, the House of Commons la not merehy abarometer of public opinion. If Parliament as a.whole believed the dangerous doctrine tbat It bas,no power to initiate reformi la the Intereats of thepeople, it sbou]d step down and out. And lt's only'because soire members-and too often lt's some ofthe wlsest and moat experienced-belleve tbat undera Party systemi no Private member sbould InItiatea reform. measure off bis own bat; that tbey alsobelleve, very logically, that a party bas no rlght toinaugurate a reformn unhesa people aak for ItV'Having said wblcb and se more, but not forpublication, Isaac Ibbotson gatberxd la bis over,shoes and buttoned Up bis Sparks St. overcoat to

go back to Parliament HIil
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of the Ontarlo Society of Artiste, na. had hlm crack< al the snow-paintlng probiem in this picture,le shrewd sense of a mani who has spent a long white gettîng the value of colour and form and di-e top, of a liigh hili north of Toronto. It has ail the qualits of oontrast, fine composition, cleverows and play of llghts that characterize the bout work of thîs ssentially out-of-doors painter. The.feeling of Immenslty rsmmbiing a solitude, yet iflhablted by mani.


