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ember afternoon, with the golden lig4xt of. early
iutun tlrning the cornmon streets into, a glorified
highway and the motor cars into thining chariots.
The roomn looks so cheerful>' and prosaically bus>',
with its bales and packages in'the rear, its workers
busy with letters or callers and the air of a qui-et
and capable industry over it ail. Surely, these pil-,
Iows are, not for wounded bhtads, 4,hese wristlets for,
y'oung hands which ;ma ' be dyed an ugly colour
before many weeks are gonl But one tries ta
banieh ail thoughts of Lerberg or Liege and to conte
back to what ma>' 'be done byCanadians at home.

The Mlghty Trifles

REME1M BR, iii thefe days of suspense aiid trial,Rthat no. servî'ce is too trivial -to be rendered
the cause oftoewoae-fighting frfreedoin.
The care ofthose who are left behind is the busi-
ness of'tht individual, as weIlt as the business of
the nation. Already,. in our cities, the, committees
of patriotic service are erigageà in >the work of look-
in.g after tthose who are in need of he11p and whomn
the war has teniporarily'bereft. This, is no. "chaity"
in the commoin acceptation of that much, aused
Word. ý.It is merely -a civic dut>' which it would be
our everlasting. shame.to neglect. If you cannot
do anything wbloh, looks great to you in this tehaîf,
you tan, at least ' perÏfori saine srnall persounal ser-
vice for those whô are .left 'to watch for newsef
the brave'lads whâo have sailed aiway.In fMontreal, such serviceshad begun before the
m'onth of Auguet was on 'the wane, and't'he other
cities of the Dominion Were not slow in fellewing
the example of tht inetropolis. It 18 curious how al
other differences welt away, in the face of the>coin-
mon'need and the comrnon danger. In the ceniing
winter, w'hich, even before 'tht' rumour of war,
threatenied to be a 'time of "hýardiies," there will be
need 6f much patience and a constant demand for
practical aid in a variety of service. 'Se, we shaîl
need ail the courage and fortitude*w
pos&ess, t, 'meet -the «llnergencies of war-
time a!ppeals.

If the small ways ini which we may
help ýseem, at tasses, to bc pitifully in-
adequate, let us remember that every,
metnber of the regiment "counts" in the
final charge. It was a rnall blaze in the
Balkans which finally buret into the
flames of continental strife, and it wag
twoe shots fired in the little kingdosn of
Servit last June which echoed in evéry
ca,pital of Europe until the long-cher-
ished national hate and jealous>' broke
intao open conflict. -It is quite impossible.
in the 'complications of national gtrife,
te say what is trivial, and, so, in the
work of cornfort aMi defence, we realize
that the smaîl task bas fts placé ini the
campaign of usefulness.

The soldier, hiniseîf, sets us an ex-
cellent exatuple in attention te the de-
tale of tervice, for one of his early
duties is to display the virtue of mnilitar>'
precrsion. Exactness is ont of hi. first
lessons, and, if we who are net at the
front can apply the principlt of "keeping
your rifle and yourgelf just 80," wt shall
net bt withou't conifort. The bravt
words of a Canadian womean cosut back
acress yeara of forgttfulness-

'<The soldier craveth naught
~Except to serve with might.

I was not told te win or lose-
My orders are Ita fight." An luilve

Tht titan head and the steady nerve festly forte
-are tht visible signa of the new feminigni, of the trio
which is curiously like tht oid ordtr
when it comteq ta tht final comparison ýafttr ail.

A Twice-Told Tale
Belginra. UnutiorabUe Siorit Rb.lab th. Tale o.f Tro

By Ni. J. T.

T'4,E ilan old tale of acity's demolition which
telling hai held tht successive generations of even
reluctant schoolboys fascinattd. But Aentai re-
counting foer ai queen'IL diversion tlie fable of Troy
and its pitiable downfahl, t*oumands of ycars age,
i8 faint in compariseon with present reality-a Bel-
gian woman appeuiling to two countries on be-
half of lier brave and atricken country people.

Madame Vanidervelde, who is norw ini New York,
and who is expectedl shortly in Canada, is the wife
of the Belgian Minister of -State, and has corne with

viewers. Froni her state-reoin, however, shle g
out a message, claiming success for hier seli-impo
mission and rnaking known the nature of her, c
dentials. An extract from that commnunicat
follows ,-

"Madame Vendervelde wighes te tell the Amri,
people what she hierself hias seen-the streaut
refugees leaving Malines, the bombaýrdmeit,
murderous raids of the Zeppelins, tht stor>' of
burning of Louvain. lShe wishes to tell themn 2
of tht sublime courage of the Belgian peéple--n
and women-whose land has been ravaged by
horrors of war through no fault of their own,'
thousands of whom- are now destitut-e. Thosisa,
-have lest aIl the>' had4 land, bouses, farSs, nwIr
and the ver>' tools with which the>' got their dý
bread. Thousands of themn are even without tIc
ing, and have become wanderers and ouàtcasts
'the gates of thé earth."

S TRXNOERS witnessed, the sac-k of -lx
"Te escent of the RIHuns" and "the re

terrer" are ternis in which the>' attenipt te di
it. And if an>' doulbted tht wisdem of tnglý
'backing Belgiumn against the marauder, let hir
the convincing tale of a Dutchman, whose
nationalit>' only saved him.-

"Down, tht street as the flaimes ýspread, c
part>' of Germian oeldïers. With -the butit *el
their rifles tht>' battered, inthe front doors
houses, and as tht fiiglstened ilnhabitants
out 'tht>' shot them down-mien, womien an(
dren. Ail this, happene4 in a few minutes;
took place aftorwarde I did t set.Th
of tirat awfui night 1 spent in the cellar wi
wife and children."

Thte same wvas published in tlie yea-nay L-
Mise EmIIy Ouest of Belleville, Ont., Who leoture* In Times. Their Ghent correspondent appended
the Intereste of the Womsn's Institutes, and who, star>': '"When tht Germhans suarched ont of L<i
*Ince the outbrsak pf wae espocaillY, Kas been advo. the>' Ieft iPomeranlian troops te bury the dead
cating t.chnlcai training for women on tho larme. Pomeranians, who are the Iowest ty'pe in th,

mari grim>, went about their work
manimer dif ghoul. They -dranik
beer -and wine and, inttoxicated, di
the bodies of the victime ta tht
in front of tht railway station.
shallow trembles weire dug in'tht
beds ami the bodies threwn in.
and aottm protruded from the so
graves."

If aliens tell such stonies of ti
lage--accounts wtierein the key-r

il photyor--how miust tht narrative
~ Vtht list-ener when the racenteusmI native of thh. kingdom which "wt

___ crewn of ruin like a star," when
is the Ibunthen of the story an,

pe.nyof grief'excites coSnpa
iUntdStates a~nd Canadà

wisely 'They staunch their tear
more than handkerchiefs wheii
handa godeoep dbwà jute their P
after the rocital, and the appo'
has ibeen givýen themn ta help. An,
dots Madame VandIervelde as1' U
Nat revenge, but reief. Not il
tien, but construction, the re-et.8
ment of Belgilans ms a people; fol
reclamation; for waute, fertility
honielesanes in the fivt Village,
vintes--iHamest jt0 tht victi
bodily mutilation, -the aiks ne helÇ
is ne -restitution 1 And they, th
acend-ants of dtad berots of
Catsar, the soldiier, recorded, <

of Ili-the (Belgians " ceaie net b
*rOup at thé Woodbins, Toronto, thé races this fali b.tnq mini. So th* /Belgian wo<nn ai th,
ken for Red Cross activitoe and patriotis intereste. At thé right Actid cornes as ont he
la Lady Wililson. Thor@ was nio mnassed fashion for the cameéras. lumninous aura, ini the iight af

ber -compaisionate hearers DhI
a tale fer Aniexican htaring at w1hîch evtiy ear their way anew te the winlning of-
mugit tingle. Tingît te tsome purpese-her puuipase.
Far Madame Vandervelde tomes wit an abject- "God out of knowled¶. anid good oeut of infini'
the repatriation ci Belgian refugees by aid of two And giçht, out of blindotss and purtý <cul

countries which prize freedoan ami the openhanded- . stain 1'
ness of which is as a ç>rcverb. She had small nee, surely, of her Que'i

Tht teller needs not ta invelce tht M'use for this and of KCing Alb.rt's word -of coemnndt<
last nicet lamentable atory, oi which be il both tht making her appeal te a continent abli, ini pro'
Aeneas and tht Virgil. Thefr new Aeneid was measure, to "oercooee evil wi-tb gS&d"
written aîready in tht fire of Louvaina ami the blood Queen has eqwiped her subjet With' a
of Liege, and abhe whoe pelhed out the characters ef nature of which il net an auraitnuneui agaths
it, scorched upon, tht lintelà of her fniends' houses nighttd and foredoonect invades, but a stutef
anid cnt inte tht bosoins of ber kinctred, bas but te diprtress., an appeal for assistance- for ber p9,
revive 'the unutttrabit anguish and speech in hers For which reason the new Aeneid il inighlii
to set her hecarers weeplng. Tragedy is the natural the oki -one whlch stirre but did not aLtis
unather ai çics. hearer. Who weuld ncn be swift ta the succ

Wýhen she reached New York, Madame Vander- the Belgns truc te tiheir 'scutcheon ageil5'
velde was ill. She was not able ta see tht inter- feanfultodsli The hast verse of theif n'


