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WHY DON' T WOMEN MODERNIZE
ýp ERHAFS It is flot se mucb wliatire are gelng to doe in regard,

te the donmestic laber problein*
as whlat that prcblemt is going

te, do with. us. To put it tersely, if ln-elegantly, "we are Up agalnst it.",
Turne was, Èive, ten, fifteen years ago,
wlien every other home in Victoria ýand
Vanicouver bad its servant or servants.
Those irere balcyon days for the leisure-Iovlng, and
altbougb we hope ire bave rîsen to the demands' ef
the present, ire sigli a littie irben we remember otber
turnes. For it iras tben tbat the mechanical littie men
lin their wrhite cletlhes and their niotscloss slippers,
with their pigtails wound about their heads, ser-ved
us witl i jplicit, obedience, produclng the xnost de-

:llcious cookery, and delivering it te us lin formn and
style most pleasing to tbe eye. True, butter was
butter then, and eggs irere laid to bce aten. Sugar
-rell, no really self-respecting ChlineFe eook 'wefld
,give yen a cake irithout an inch or so~ of icing or a
pudding irithout a sauce. And beir tliey loddi
ever the kitchen and over us, coldly proud and coeui-
dent of titeir abiiity te look after things lnfinitely bet-
ter than we could toil tiemi And ire used te pay
thern fifteen dollars a unontli, or at the most twenty,
and tliey would do the famiiy washing as ireli as the
coeking and housecleanlng.

To-day a Chinese cook in a private bouse ini any
city in Britisb Columbia is a rara avis. There are
a feir, te lie sure, and tliey command frora forty to
sixty dollars a montb, and refuse' te wash cdothes or
clean the bouse, irbicli must be done by outide
labor. Is it, tlien, that there are foirer Chtese bore
tlian there used te lie? On the contre'y. But we
wili expiain to you just why Chusese do ei labor
is flot procurable, and wml mention tire or three
specific cases that bave come undor our own spr
vision. Fifteen years ago we paid a cook fifteon
dollars a montli to do aIl the duties nf fthp lrfrhpn

John Chinaman, former expert extraordinary in the household,
has'left'us,în the lurchl. What are we going to do about

the Domestie Servant ?
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groceryý sbop about haIt- way dowm town invariably
gave ýone a pleasant nod train behind bis ceunter
as lie passed. He mas an old-timer, a landmark, one
assoclated hlm witb ail sorts of pleasant moeries.
To-day a smart Chinaman in a wrhite coat and wear-
ing bis hair eut ia tbe niost approved fashion, beamns
at one froin tbe old-timer's niche. The latter
'couldn't nuake it pay," and the OrientaI bouglit limn
eut. The mnan irbe cones te worli by tbe day
charges tbtrty cents an hour, and lie begins bis day
at six andi ends it at nine. H~e lives in a cbop suey,
lieuse and it costs hlm twenty-fgve cents a day to lire..
H~e bas a wite and children in Chilna'We make: ne comment on the above, but perhaps
these 'iew tacts wil lielp te malte it understoed In
the east of Canada wby me wmee ibo look back
mith a little regret te days irben living mas not tbe
complicated affair it la nom, nevertbeless de net wlsh
te telerate for the moment the suggestion tliat Orn-
entals b. admitted to Canada in order te take over
doinestie J.abor or the labor on, the tarins. The im-
portation of tChinese labor is tlierefore an aspect of
the dornesti servant problemn ilat we do not con-
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machine or any ether labor-s-,
I Ndice. And most heartbrealdng

--apart from the lacli of water
sanitary arrangements-is the fact that she
have lamps, and lanterns in order to "carry on"i
dark. But lier husband emnploys ail tbe most u
date Macblnery In bis part et the business.
drives around te do lis plougbing in the most me
of ploughs; be uses a horse cultivator, which s
hlm milesý of walking, and bis tbreshlng mac
dees the work of ten men. Ho even lias an autel!
milkîng arrangement. It is probably flot enti
bis fault that bis wife, litre hjimseif, does net a
more modern metbods of doing lier work. Woma
at lieart, very conservative, and the less
cati on she lias, the more conservative one
find ber.

Even the- man ia town is far more progressiv
systematizing bis business than is lis wtt e in
hiome. He travels to towýn In a motor car, goe,ý
te bis office in a lift uses a telephone, long disti
or otherwise for a large percentage ef lis work;
an adding machine and cataloguing convenie-
employs only speeiallzed labor, and gets thie wortý
his money, and finishes lis work at six o'clock,
then forgets about it until tbe n-,xt moruing.

The crux of the whlole situation seems te be t
that iroman bas got to take an entirely different v
or things to-day tlian she did five or ten years I
NVbat we need is a man's courage to face iss
squarely, as man's powrer ef analysis se that ire d
flot sliirk detal, a man'ý progresslveness and f,
tbougbht, and a man's disrogard for conventional
irlen ire believe that conventionalisin speils de
ioration and dossication. .Adl o! tbese qualities
must brig to bear upon the solving ef our 41ffer
problemns, among which the domeetic servant probi
loems larger than ire litre.


