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Facing The Truth of Forest Exhaustion
United States Lumbermen Invite Scientif je
Guidance in Cutting and Logging.

ln anv ->alarmist" statement re-
garding depletion of the Canadian
forest resources are several patent
dangers 10 the cause of conservation.
At the same Lime, the greal milîstone
on the conservation ca-t se in Canada
undoubtedlv is 10 be found in the
public belieî that the forest supply is
practicallv illimitable. A deep rooled
conviction that we are drawing our
wood supplies from an inexhaustible
bânk account is the real factor behind
public indifference and administra-
tive slolhfîilness.

To demonstrate that Canadian
white pine for example is beîng cul
and burned without provision for
reproduction may suggest 10 some
persons that they should ask their
dealer for wood substilu tes, to replace
boards with cement and shingles with

W ashestos. The very conlrary is the
conservationist's purpose, for he is an
advocate of the most thorough
utilization of forest products, and lias
no brief for the wood substilulor.
Obviously the greater the publie de-
mand for wood producîs, the higher
the value placed by privale and pub-
lic adminisîrators on the raw mater-
ials and consequenlly thé* more
efficient will be methods of fire pro-
tection and cutling operations.

Trulh is truth and sooner or laler
will out. As concerns the foresl
resources of Canada the carlier the
truth is known and published broad-

ctthe lighter will be the handicap
pLicod on the people of Canada in
(ha-, teL corne. In the spreading of
facîs relating to the forest conditions

* of th,, Dominion, incidenlal disad-
vanitages le private invesîments must
be borne wilh what patience is
possible.

Across the American border, the
forestry problem aI the present lime
is inviting the frankest discussion.
The old-lime inclination to hush anv
and aIl references to fire damage on
private timber tracts bas apparently

gone with a lot of other hobgoblins of
pre-war days.'f

WVho would have said live years ago
that the M>estern United States timber
oNvners wotId ask the government to
introdjice scientific control of cutting
on their limits. And yet, here is what
the -Timberman" of Por land, Ore.,
says in ils rnost recent editoriri:'

"The lumbermen and the Forest
Service should gel together and work
out some definite plan for perpetua-
lion of the timber supply on some
scientifie and workable basis. *1Th
Government is interesled primarily in
the available si' ply of timber for the
nation's use. llrein lies the marked
distinction between governmental and
p rivale interests. The lime for the
luml>erman bo consider this question
is now. There neyer was a more
opportune lime than the present for
the lumbermen of the country to
initiate a broud national movement
looking 10 the assurance of the future
timber supply"

And again:

"The growing of timber is a national
funetion. It is not the business of an
individu ai.

'Another step in formulating a
national forest policy would be the
purchase of ail timber lands belonging
10 private interesîs lying within the
National Forests in the West.

-îhen should follow the purchase
of areas of timber land lying within a
zone len to lwenty miles around the
National Foresîs.

"WNilhi this as a basis Ihere might be
evolved a co-operative plan between
the national Governmenl and the

rivate hodr of timber lands where-
yecanges could be made of cul-

over tîmber lands for cutting rights
within the National Forests. The
basis of exchange could 1w deter-
mined, in a measure, by the size of the
tract, its location and adaptability for

1677


