* ROSALBA. .

i

erandah ‘all around it, and extcnmve gardens

enting it from the outlying fields. The
ml]y ‘retaincd the old Acadian ‘simplicity of
anners, and though affablile for all their neigh-
rs prefcrred the seclusion and freedom of
eir own domestic circle. .
‘The Canadian mothers are proverblally pro-
Hfic, and Madamc¢ Varny was no cxception.
e had given lirth to seventeen children,
ven of .whom still survived.. The fav ourite
gmong them, the pearl of the family, was
osulb'i., the sulgcct of our sketch, )
Rosalba Varny was by no mcans a faultless

auty, but she had many of the charming

aits of the unalloyed Canadian type. \om
our thin dmphauom creatures whose lifelis

3 perpetual jerk and stroggle after effect, but
oad-shouldered, -full-chested, and. with' just
¢hat amplitude of flesh which betokens vital
svelopment and gives fair play to-the lines

d curves of- bmuty, without dwindling into
fthe: grossly scnsuous or grotesque. Hu lair
ras a light brown zmd_t-hyrc was plenty of it—

one of the cheeriest signs of female health and ~
Her eyes. were, deep Dlue, large and |

spirit.
sparkling with expression. She - “'IS full of
Jactivity, but her deportment was ahm}s
graceful; free at once from the gawhishness of

the country. girl, and the. prim affectation of -

That she w as.a brave girl
Indecd, in presence of

@ the urban dams(l
we havc already scen..

that fcat, we might ‘have dlspuuxcd with any
detailed de scription of her person, for  a’

heroine is always loveable, ev en mdcpcnduntly
of her.charms,

We Lave said that though the Varnys ILd"

rather a solitary life, thLv stood  well- with
their neighbours, This had been the case in
£ the past, but it was -not strictly truc-at the
present stage of our nasrative. :During the
winter that had just-elapsed; political cxcite-,
ment had been great throughout the province.
The-clements were stirring which were soon to
£ break out in open insurrection. Not only the

R large centres; such as Montreal, Quebec, and |

Three Rivers were agitated with the shock of
contending opinions, but even the quict

§ country places were succcsswdy catching up .
the rumour of discontent, and busying them- |

selves ‘therewith. Of COUXSL, Varcnnes, from

its proximity to Montreal, was among’ the first

-to take part in -the mowemcnt The. -vast

majority of its inhabitants. sided with the
popular cause, and the few who either held
“back or prononnccd against them, were alrcady

:the” objects ofa h\ddm but not less decisive -

hostility. It was only natural that thosc who
had a stake in the land, who bad a reputation
¢, for peaceful and loyal cmzcnshlp to maintain,

or who had -aspirations towards rising with -

the legitimate future of the country, should’
think long and anxieusly before compromising
themselves by- partuxp'mon in a movement

whose' results were always, but especially in

its initiatory steps, cxtumdv problcmatxcal
Such men were, of. course, Objuctb of suspicion.

It has been smd that- patuotlsm is the virtue -

- of the common people, not of the higher or
. Wea.lthy classes. On'the other hand, prudence

18 dlstmctwe of . the latter and 1s never found'

among the former But patriotism without .
prudcnce is nothing worth. This, in the. -
opinion of many thtn and since, was the mis-
take with the rebellion of 1837, ~ Waiving the -

that it was unwiscly planncd ‘and foohshly
conducted.”

Long before the. insurrection broke out
' bu;caucrat was an odious- termr in the cyes of -
the patriots.- Whoever reccived that desig-

This partially happened to the father of
Tosalba~ § Samuel -Varny  was suxput«.d of

had Deen spread, but it acquired some colour

of consistency after the following little inci- -
dent, Two farmers living in the neighbour-.
hood had been, dlq(ussmw the polmcal situa- -
_tion on"thcir return. from thc Saturday village

T market. The bad- rum which they had
guzzled at thé different taverns: on the. way -
"had rather obscured their ideas, but )t excited
their passions,

one.
«Believe what 27 askcd the other
«That he is a burcaucrat? -
" «Samucl is my friend and a man of sense.’
I don’t believe'it.” .

of it .

s« Loriot has a spite n«amst Varny bccause' ’
heé alwiys puts'up at Alcxis.” -

-« 1 shouldn’t wondur, howu er.”

“¢How 507"

“Varny is rich-and is apt to put on airs.
Then there “is his. daugliter,” whom he has
cducated at-a conv cent. ‘She is no ‘habitant’'s
daughter, but a city lady, and they téll me he
intends to scnd her-up to Montreal to bargam a

- for a marriagd with some officer.” .

«An officor!” exclaimed the other, with:an
oath. .“Sce here; this is too bad.
inquired into. We are going to pass before
Varny’s door. .
him. -What do you.say?” :

‘The first speaker Lesitated a llttle for,, be-
longing to'the class of small falmexs he felt”
-somhewhat awed at the idca of entermg the
mansion of the Varnys with an accusation on
his lips, he who had rarely entered it, and
. then only with a full sense of his mfunonty ;
Curiosity, however, and perhaps the ignoble

net  denied, prcvaxlcd upon hlm, and he:
“assented. |
A, fow moments later, the two knocked un' )
- céremoniously "at the back door of the Varny
bouse, and, after the fashion of farmers, entered
mthout mutm« for an answer. They found
Samu¢l Varny in his large: kitchen, smoking "
his pipe after the eveningmeal. - Each taking
* 4 seat, the more fricndly of the two, bluntly,
and without any oratorical precaution whatso-
cver, asked their host-what he thought of -th
polltlcal state: of things. Vamy flared up a
~once and said : )
“Did .you come in here expressly to a.skt!w& .
' questwn" Have you no other busmess?"

question’ of its” justifiability, many believed -

nition was effectually tabooed in his parish.. .

‘being a bur( aucrat. For months the suspicion o

- % And Samuel? Do you bchcve it?” said o

“But Loriot the. mn-kceper has assured me. -

It must be- -

“We will stop and spcak to-’ A

_desire of bung able to inculpat¢ Varny among
liis fellow-farmers, if -the odious charge were '-



