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Or the varinous theories advanced on the origin of
the North American Indians, none has been so en-
tirely satisfactory as to command a general assent;
and on this point many and different opinions are
yet held. The late De Witt Clinton, Governor of
the. State of New York, a man who. had given no
slight consideration to subjects of this nature, main-
tained that they were of Tatar origin; others havé
thought them the descendants of the Ten Tribes,
or the offspring of the Canaanites expelled by Jo-
shua. The opinion, however, most commonly en-
tertained is, that the vast continent of North Ame-
rica was peopled from the Northeast of Asia; in
pioof of which it is urged that every peculiarity,
whether in person or disposition, which characteri-
ses the Americans, bears some resemblance to the
rude tribes scattered over the uortheast of Asia,


