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President Man. Director
F. K. REESOR, FRANK EDMAND,
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Confederation Life Bldg.

The M . Fire
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W, H. SuarLey, Toronto, F, CLEMENT BROWN,
Vice President. Manager.

Forging
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In Tendering to its Policyholders and
Well Wishers

THE SEASON'S HEARTY CREETINGS
MOjﬂw--meo.O’n‘rf

I
OF CANADA

is pleased to announce that it has
written during the past year

Gver Five Millions

of good Canadian Business; and that
in all other respects the Company has
had a most successful year.

Dry Goods.-——Wholesale - dry goods1
houses have been extra busy this week
owing to the numerous visitors in the
city for the millinery openings. Consid-
ering the state of the weather, it is mat-
ter for surprise that so many people
came. No further change has been made
in prices, but they continue exceedingly
strong, so far as cotton staples are con-
cerned, and practically all other goods
are firm also. Early in March is an im-
portant time in the dry goods trade for
payments, and this year is likely to make
but a poor showing. Not because trade
is not good intrinsically, but merely that
the blocked state of the roads and rail-
ways has prevented people from getting
around. A quick change to reasonably
spring-like weather would very likely
lead to a rushing business.

Flour and Grain—A firm market pre-
vails for flour, $3.75 being the price quoted
for ninety per cent. patents, in buyers’
bags, middle freights. Both bran and
shorts are firm. So also is oatmeal.
Wheat continues unchanged as to prices,
but the position is quite strong. Oats
are 1c. higher. Rye has gone up 1c.

|
! or three months has been

Other grains remain the same. Little or
no. business is being done in the country.
diffi-
moving

Fruits and
culty is

Vegetables.—Great

experienced in
stuff, so trade is rather dull. Prices may
be quoted thus: Apples, 75¢. to $2.75 per
Lbl., according to grade; cocoanuts, $4
per sack; oranges, Florida, $2.75 to $3
per case; California navels, $2 to $3;
Mexican, $2 to $2.50; Valencias, ordinary,
$4, large, 714’s, $5; marmalade oranges,
$2.50 per box; bananas, 8s, $1.25 to.$1.50
per bunch; firsts, $2 to $2.50; celery, $5
to $5.50 per case and 75 to goc. per doz.;
cranberries, $8 to $9 per bbl, $1.10 to
$1.25 per basket; Spanish onions, $3.50 to
$3.75 per large case, and $1.25 for small;
Malaga grapes, $6.50 to $7.50 per bbl,;
tomatoes, $5 to $5.50 per case.

being

Hardware.—The only change which
has taken place in prices since last re-
port is in rope, which has gone up %.c.
For some time past there has been a
marked discrepancy between the value of
rope and that of the raw material, which
has advanced more than once, and now
the manufacturers have placed their
goods more on a parity. The business
actually transacted during the last two
smaller con-
siderably than last year, owing to the
inconveniences of transportation, etc.,
but trade may be said to be nevertheless
on a satisfactory footing. Metals are
affected by causes similar to the above.
As to the state of things in the iron
trade in the United States, the situation
can hardly be said to show any pro-
nounced tendency. Pig iron is a little
weaker, but that is not new. Finished
products, on the other hand, are gen-

[ erally firm, and a larger volume of busi-

ness is being done. The exceedingly
severe weather of the past week has in-
terfered considerably with manufactur-
ing operations. Pig iron is weaker in
the West and South. The Southern price,
which had been held firmly for a time,
has given way under the competition of
Northern iron in common markets. This
was to be expected. The price will pro-
bably decline a little further, when an-
other buying movement may be expected,
as there are plenty of customers waiting
for an opportunity to get in again on a
lower level. The light sheet trade is
again disturbed by the cutting of some of
the independent mills. It was supposed
that a basis had been reached which
would be satisfactory to all concerned,
and that prices would be maintained, but
it seems that this expectation was not
well grounded.

Provisions—Considerable quantities of
fair-quality dairy and creamery butter
have come in during the week, but the
demand is good. Stocks are accumulat-
ing, however, to some slight extent.
Cheese is easy. The egg market con-
tinues very firm. I'ew poultry are com-
ing forward, and there is a brisk demand
for choice stock. A somewhat more ac-
tive demand for hogs is setting in, as is
often the case at this time of the year.

Seeds—Little business is being done
locally in seeds. Prices are unchanged.
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the altar of friendship.
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hand, report a general shortage of red
clover seed, with sales at steadily advanc-
ing prices. In fact, English buyers admit
that they will have to depend mainly
upon foreign seed during the coming
spring; and of these it is said there are
good supplies already in the hands of the
large importing houses, whch are being
offered at very reasonable prices, which,
it is thought will induce buyers to take
hold pretty liberally as soon as they find
out that there are scarcely any English
reds to be had at any price.

Wool and Hides.—There is no change
in the wool market, which continues
very quiet, in the absence of further ex-
port demand. Pulled wools are in fair
request from domestic mills. Hides are
dull, and green have declined ¥c. Sheep-

skins are.in miodérate request, while calf-

skins are steady.




