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universally popular writers as Ian
acanJ. M. Barrie, and

Crockctt. Thiis scimool lias created
one of the great purifying forces
o! our generation.

"They are entirely sweet iii their ethi-
cal teinper, and its chief representatives
are not nshamed to confess that they
cherisli the high holpe nuid faith of the
Gospel. Perhnps its founLdations do not

%iwYs go dow'u te the moots of the me111u-
tains. It mnnzy lie cenmpared te 0ee o>f
those floating islands which ae adomned
withi faim flowers and delightiifuis u
tlmey lnck secume ancimorage amidst the
drifting Seus.

"Deligh ,Itiiig to depiet the gr-acions nnd
beautiful sentiments and dispositions
whichi have been nurtured in the homes
îvbere the Bible is rend and its teachiiugs
reverently discussed, this body of wvriters
is prone to constitute sucli sentiments the
tests and the detcrinntive forces of
Christian theoiogy . The hardness of the
old doctrine of decrees, of the abstract
rights cf divine sovereigumlty, and of
Iimited redenîption, hav e been softened to
the p)oint of alinost complote ina.cermationi."

It is pointed out thiat aniong the
eariiest and latest wvorkers of this
school, salvation outside the
Chiurch is no unconinion thing.
Soine of the best types of religrious
life are to be found outside kirk
and meeting-bouse. This mnav be
a protest against Highi Calviinismi,
and a tcstinîony to the breadthi
andl perennial energy of the Gos-
pel; but as a result of this kind of
teachingy is there not a danger of
our too rcadily assuniing flhc pre-
sence of Christian character apart
froni the Chîristiani Churclies ?

No careful reader, particularly
o! George Macdonald's works,
can hiave -failedl to notice tlic cm-
pliasis that is put on natural pro-
cesses in tue work o! mîan's sal-
vationi-iddles, kit'es, Ian dscapes,
muusic, and friendship, ail are used
in turn for nian's moral and spiri-
tual moral and spiritual uplifting.
Readers o! " Robert Falconer"
ivili renienîber the part tlîat the
skilful violin playing of Robert
liacl in the restoration of bis father

to moral mianliood. Thcere is
(langer lest we should think that
the centre of regcenerating force
hias been shifted froni the cross of
Christ to the plienoniemia of

Ntror the w'orks of rnen's
lîands.

L'ut especially is this schiool
open to criticisni iii its conception
of the Divine Fathierhiood, wvhicli
is a nmere confection of spongy
sentime nt.

"Froni the time of the ileformation
oniwnrds, the conception of God lias been
one-sided ; but the peril of fr-agmientai
and unisyimietrical views is now as great
in another direction. The modern tein-
per is inclined to niterpret the Divine
Fatherhood froni a sentimental Stand-
point, and to inlake dlomestic emotions a
ésc:ile by which te mieasure God and the
princil)les of His government. The eter-
nil mystery is buit up out of thin, dcii-

ente sections of flesh-and-bioud sensi-
bilities, and tiien wve are told we have a
truc view of God ; and that at the sound
of sackibut, Ipsaltery and liarp, we are to
fail downi and worship) the Bmg.]ut
it is inot possible to create the ideal
Fatherliood whicli is synomymous wvitli
God out of any number of superfine and
rnrefied limnn feelings, for ideal Father-
hood must include rigý,hteousness. The
thieolog(,y of modern fiction oftcn treats
God's relation witli nankind as though it
were the parenthood ivhich rules a French
family consisting of oue child only ; and
sucli an error could perhaps take its rise
only iu a genemation hnbituated to look
at thmigs froin a staiidpoint of overween-
ing( imdividuniin. M'lien paternal love
lias two or more children to deal with, it
xnust t-ike the scales of justice inte one
baujid anjjd the sword into the other, and

beoeaugust -nd uii-wervingr righmlteous-

The genesis o! redemiptive wvorlz
is to be fournd in thec Fatherhood
of God; but that is a different
tliiiig froni the effemiiate type Of
(0loniestic love wvhichl is forgetful
of nio(ral equity, and wvhich
niodern fictionists depict as the
God of the Bible.

This paper is nowv too lexîgthiy
to enter into the conception of sin
lheld by nienibers o! this scliool.
Suffice'it to say thiat George Mac-
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