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stone, but T will worship Him who made
the stone. T worship the Lord Jesus,
who died for me, and Him only will I
serve.”—Church Missionary Instructor

Beport of Com. on Supploments,

{MARTFINE PROVINCES, 1880-1881.)

During the year covered by this report,
the number of congregations on the list
was forty ; but as four of these had ne

tor, the number receiving aid was

irty-six, being more than one-fourth of

the contributing congregations for the
year, )

The subjoined figures will shew in-
erease in the number of congregations
contributing, as compsred with last year,
of ten, and of receipts of $99.71, but it
will be seen that congregational receipts
do not come within a thousand dolars of
meeting the payments to congregations,.
without any reference to other outlay.
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REVIEW
It seems, therefore, necessary to review

the last few gears, so that the existing
financial condition of the fund may be
fully understood.

During the last four years this fund has
been in a state of financial difficulty. In
May, 1877, the Treasurer’s report shewed
that 2,600 was required to meet pay-
ments maturing on the first of July ; and
to mneet the emergency, the members of
Committee agreed to (i\vrite t}) the wealtikl:-
ier congregations, and to apply personally
to liberal ggnors for special contributions,
Temporary relief was thus obtained, but
next year at the same season, the situation
was unchanged. The same course could
not well be pursued again, but something
had to be done ; and it was agreed, 1st,
to send to Presbyteries the names of con-
gregations which had given nothing and
ask an early collection ; 2nd, to place the
situation before all the churches by cix-
cular; 3rd, $o borrow money to meet the
deficiency. In December of the same
year, rather than disappoint expectations,
the Treasurer was directed to pay by loan,

This mode of procedure was not satis-
factory to the Comjnittee, was noticed by -
the anditors in their annual report, and
the General Assembly gave divections that
in the future administration -of the fund,
e_:x;znditu-re and income should be equal-
ize

The Committee havingrepeatedly tried
to bring up the income $0-meet the whole
expenditure, without success, found them-
selves now under orders to reduce expen-
gitnre. e.ngdxd sodto [ gmal]i etxﬁegt, ot

any arbitrary decision of their own,
bzt b; o gredual epplication of the exist-
ing regulation of the General Assembly,
whiek up to that date in the Lower Pro-
vinces had not been fully acted on, but
not {ill the fullest notice hed been given
to every Presbytery, minister and con-
grogation affected. It is known that this
step was not ssoeptable, but the Com-
mittee hes never £een informed of any
other, involving reduction, which would
havae been more welcome.

Last year, viz.,, 1879-80 the debt, pre-
viously incurred, being allowed to remgin,
the Committee with the sanction of the
Assembly made tempordry loans to secare
punctuality of payment, and the receipts
met the expenditure, and reduced the
deb$ from $1,084.28 to $1,017.33, a re-
duction of £66.95—small, but very wel-
come. Precisely the same comrse has
been followed during the year which has
just termibated, but with a very diffex-
ent result. The receipts from congre-
gations have increased as already shewn



