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PLEASANT HOURS. .

Victoria.
BY MORIEY L €18 KWART.
Name whore magic binds as ote
All thy chtldrenr neath the aun
Nnme we love to dwell upon —
Virtoria

Name that wins the hearly cherr,

Nams to every Briton dear,

fFondly cheriahied far and near
Ietoria,

Ar thou prayed thy life has been

'ure and faod beloved Queen *

None nobler has England scen —
Victorin

Rullug not by power of might

IBut by virtue and by right,

¢ thy s bo stainlesy, while
Victorla,

“Thy kindress ami symnpathy

Make thee loved an land and sea

t’en the altens bend the knee —
Victoria

May our God prolong thy days'
While thy children’s volces rafee
With new songs and heart-feit praiee
Victorla.
Dorchester.
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Pleasant Hours:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK.
Rev. W, H. Withrow, D.D., Fditor.

ORONTO, MAY 19, 1900.

THE QUEEN AND HER LOYAL
SUBJECTS.

‘The twenty-fourth of May, with its
bonfires, crachers, and hosts of happy
children, 15 with us once again, and her
Mnjesty’s birthday promises to be cele-
brated this year throughout the Empire
with greater rejolelngs and more of them
than ever before.  Tho Queen, herself,
will spend the day quietly at Windsor,
surrounded by her children and grand-
chitldren, as she has expressed a wish
that her cighty-first birthday be made the
ueeasion of-a family reunion

As Queen and Empress, Victorla s
hnown throughout the world, as a wo-
man she §s loved and revered among her
own people and lovked upun as a friend
cven moure than a soverdgn In Lon-
don, when word gets abroad that the
Queen is coming up to town, crowds
gather about the station, costermongers
and members of the upper middle class
rubbing clbows, and walt patiently til
the traln Is  due Nothing Is botter
humoured than a London crowd, unless

ft's 2 London polireman, so they laugh

and chaflt and sau ~times nidble prony
buns to make the me go quicker till
erles of * tere she .« Here she comes ™
break out from thase fn the frant ranks
and are caught up and prolonged in a
cheer by those who cannot ser until the
enrmapes drive off and volees are stilled
from sheer inability to shout any longer
The beauty of the welcome lles in the
fact that
THE QUFEN ENJUIS IT,

and shows her enfoyment fn her face.
Tho English lower classes consider her
thelr own inaliepable property, and she
18 pleased and willing to be so con-
sidored.  They hold hu as something
more than the outward and vlsible sign

-beloved, she I1s part of

forms the nucleus, and they will not be
denled the privilege of cheering her, of
looking at her, or of loving her It
ia safe to say that in pincty-nine per
cent, of the homes ~f England, pictures
of the Queen cun ba found. In the
hood of and the
narrow courts and lanes opening out of
the Borough High Street, fo White-
chapel, and in  the district about the
Mile End Road, model tenements and
hovels alike boast of a chromo, or & cut
turn from n newspaper that represents
moro or less well tho teatures of “'Er
Majests " and the same thing 18 true of
every hamlet and village th

Interested In every detall, for
the light that beats upon &
throne has not left that of Vice
torla of England In darkness,
So much timo and space have
been devoted to the public slde
of the Queen's life that com-
paratively few people know
much of

HXR WONDERFUL PERSONALITY.

The Queen Is and always has
been devoted to art,  All the
Princesses were taught to draw
at an carly age, and many of

country
Sometimes It claimed that the
Queen’s  portraits aro softened and
toned down tlit the more recent ones
make her look years younger than she
really s, but this is certalnly not me
in

18

thelr as well as some
of her Majesty’s, wero exhibited
at Earl's Court durlng the
Jubllee year. Tho Prince Con-
sort shared the Queen's artistlc
tastes, and in the early days of
lhelr marrlage they bought

cage with her
the shop v.imlov\s. which seem true to
every line and every wrinkle In her
sweet and lovablo face  This Is so0
startlingly apparent, that an Amerlcan
glrl who. Hge the cat In the nursery
talo had come all the way to London to
sce the Queen, sald, after her wish had
becn gratified, from the top of a ‘bus, In
Regent street one day, “1 might just as
well have stayed at home for she's
exactly ltke her pletures”

That her Majfesty's

APPECTION YOR UER PEOPLE,

18 sanguine and most sincere, no one can
duubt who has watched her while the
crond shouted and applauded, not only
on the occasion of the last great Jubllee
prucession, when she was so overcome
that sbe cried, but on the occasion of
sume little unexpected outburst from
the poputace.  The Queen is gifted with
great tact and no one can imagine her
kindly cxpression changed to one of visi-
ble boredom, such as Is often seen on the
iaces of her attendants.

The Queen's leading characteristic is
motherliness,  Sho s a *homely " wo-
man, in the good old-fashioned accept-
ancc of the term  Higher than her state
she holds her womanhood. In CTourt
robes, surrounded by the pomp of a
thrune, the woman may be forgotten In
the ruler of natlons, but in everyday life
as the people sce her, driving in English
slieets, Scotch roads, or through the leafy
paths in and about Cimlez, visiting cot-
tages, or enjoylng alfresco teas by the
wayside, she Is, though

THE GREATEST WOMAN OF HER DAY,
but a woman, essentially feminine atter
ail, and taking the same genulne inter-
est in her surroundings as the rest- of
humanity.

‘There IS no adequate way in which to
cxpress the Intense loyalty felt for the
Queen by alt classes of the English peo-
ple, she is more than popular, more than

man; sclected pletures,
“hlch have slnce Increased
many thousand pounds in value
The Queen thoroughly under-
stands the art of etching, and
durlog the late Prince Consort's
life a complete set of appllances
for ctching was introduced fnto
Buckingham Palace, and many
samples of the skill of both are
still carefully prized by thelr
fortunate possessors. As 2
musician the Queen’s taste is
popularly believed to lie purely
in & classical directlon, with a
castonal fondaess for old Scotch bnlladn

‘The Queen’s coronation ring iz among
her most t i

CHAPEL ROYAL ST. JAMES' PALACE

wnnected as It i3 with monarchs, states-

wen, and generals famous to history.
To go back to the beginning: It was
bably about-the year 1100 when the

designed -to represent Falth, Hope, and
Chearity in diamonds, rubles and emer-
alds, and {s so heavy that it is only worn
on state occaslons, Jewels which never
feave her Majesty's fingers are her wed-
ding and epgagement rings, of which
the former is 50 thin tbat it Is only kept
in position by a *“keeper.” The engage-
ment ring 1s of diamonds {n-heart shape,
with one magnificent ruby, which the
Prince Consort considered typlcal of
lcve. In youth the Queen was very fond
of dress, but since her widowhood she
confines herself to black and white of the
richest quality, trimmed with the rarest

g

ce.
‘The Queen, though she has travelled
extensively fu the United Kingdom, has
not been much of ‘a traveller outslde of
it. The greatest prewutlons are taken

first bullding on the present site of the
palace was put up as a sort of hospital,
Selng a lazar house for women  Henry
VIIL, Iking the position, purchased the
ground, ‘turned tho occupants out, razed
the hosplital; put up a mansion on the
spot, and, encloslng the nelghbouring
flelds with a brick wall, surrounded him-
telf with a flne park, at that time well
stocked with game. This was at.the
time he marrled Anne Boleyn, and some
ot the interior” still shows evidences-of
thelr jeint residence within its walls.
Tho bullding, of course, has been much
added to at later perlods, chiefly by
Charles 1., Queen Anne, George 11, and
Georgo 1T It has a somewhat rambling
appearance, and I3 of mixed architecture
—chiefly Gothic. The {ront centre shows
n‘mch ot the orlginal, comprising the

for her. safety she re-
sldence, A pilot englne in charge of a
man thoroughly familiar with-the road
to be traversed precedes the Royal train.
Nothing Is allowed to ¢ross the main line
for half an hour before the time fixed
for the Queen to pass. Her Majesty re-

_‘uses to travel at a higher rate of speed

than thirty-six miles an hour. Her Ma-
jesty 1s fond of yachting, and i3 having
new yacht buillt, which

thelr homes, and -of tho -nationality o(
which they are so proud. Such words,

wm like the one now-in use, be called
the “Victoria and Albert.”—The 3Mont-
real Star.

perhaps, may sound overstrained, but the

sT. JAMES

knowledge which Inspires them has been
gained in every grade of English soclety.
The Prince of Wales is popular,hls wife
is essentfally “ the people’s Princess,” and
for them, no other Princess exists, but
the Queen stands alone in thelr atfections
ate regard. and the explanation,” apart
from all personal reasons, lies in the fact
that those who In the height of their

patace. .

8T.. JAMES' PALACE.

§t. James' Palace—It is 1o exaggera-
“tion. to say—Is better knowa by name
than- any other paiace u:roughout the
world. Thé very mention of Iit—in
-countrjes remote, and amongst peoples
who speak other languugﬂs and have dit-

-|and her daushter. coming _hither
-| Sunday, found the chapel quite full—not

k-tower and g: , and the Chapel
Roya!

This chapel, apart from its architec-
tural Interest, has many assoclations
which make it more interesting still. In-
the first place, the Liturgy, as now used
in the Church of England, was rendered
here for the first time. Secondly, King
Charles I. attended In these-walls hls
last service on-earth, just_prior to sete
ting out for_his journey to Whitehall and
the executioner's block. Here were mar-

‘rled George IV. and Queen Caroline; and,

coming down to-our own times, here it
was our beloved Queen was both con-
firmed and marrled. Later op, the Prin~

| cess Royal and Crown Prince of Prussla

were also marrled here; and at a-still
more recent date_the marriage ceremony.
of His Royal Highness the Duke of York-
and Her Serene Highness the Princess
May. was performed,

George III. attended the Royal Chapet

,every Sunday morning in state, but-so

long was-the service, and so devout was
he, that the Queen-and famlily were in.
the habit of dropping off one by one,

‘| leaving the king, the parson, and his

Majesty’s equem ‘to freeze it out to-
getker.

Certaln it Is that not all'the attendants
were 0 devout as the king, for the story
goes on to tell how a celebrated duchess
oae

a seat {0 be had! ~Looking round.and
finding_ the case bopeless, the duchess
somewhat audibly ~ observed—" Come
away. Loulsa; at any rate we have done
tho civil thing,

'he Levees arc still_held In St. James®
Palacc From the window. of this room
the accs ofa is.
and It ‘'was here so many-years ago that
our Queen stood and looked out-on the»
surging, cheering crowd who bhad as-
sembled to listen to the proclamation of
Her accession. In this-palace died Queen
Mary, two children-of Charles I; Queen-
Caral[no—w!le of George II,.the Prlncesa

are now their.
to revercnce thelr Queen, were thems
sclves born and. brought up “under- the
aegis of her protection.

The anecdotal side of the Queen's-ilfe
has been thoroughly exploited. = Storles
of nherself and her children -have: been
told-and retold tii} they are as tamillar
as  pursery r‘bymcs. Her coronatlon,

and
Jublleo are as wldcly known as though
cach of her k

ferent
stant respect and mcosnluon' tor does
uot its _court-wield a- mlghtﬂer {nfluence
than any other court; and are not its ac-
credited emissaries the representatives of
2 power than which.none’is mightler 2
Belng, then, what. wo may term_the
official-headquarters of a nation on whose
realms the sun- mever sets, St. Jameés'
Palace-must-ever. possess a singular in-
terest to-the -great mnjority. This i

of the great Empire of which E: a

further "by its past as

Ellza of the Duke and
Duchess ot Clarence, and other celebri-
tles. -Here -also were born Charles-II.
and. Georgoe IV.

The Palace of. St. James® i3 one of the
most- valuable relics of-old London, but
its "Interior Is very little known to.the
pudblic.  Who, on looking back upon the
happy and".prosperous rc!sn of Queen
Victorle, will now Join me in.the wish
that she may long be spared as Soverelgn
of - Our Court of St. James'.”



