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suit their idea of us we must be un-
canny and cleceitful, andl somie even
seeml surprised if m-e doa not prove to
be 'such as they have been led to
helieve w~e are. Many of themi look
upon us as upon actors on a stage,
cachi playing bis part, but having a
sel-parate inclivid.uality from ithatt whichi
hie shows to the public. This iclea, is
fostered by%; miany7 agencies which
strive to keep the worlcl in ignorance
of what we are, andi amnong these
niay be rnenti(>ned the novel.

.Ag.ainst nearly al] novelist, with
the exception, of course. of Catholies,
the charge macfle by T. WV. MA. Mar-
-shall in the Londlon Tablet aainist
Scott, hokis truc. H-e says: - lic
(Scott) is offensive and unjust to
Catholies. He rnisrepresents their
belief, pei verts their intentions, and
caricatures their practices. H is
saints are macimeni, his înonks haif
fool and hiaif be-ast, bis lay Catbolics
scoundrels or pretendec iheretics ...
More than once hie speaks of w~hat
lie cails ' a buntingr Mass ' purpose]y
abbreviatcd for the convenience of
hasty worsbippers, beingr totally
ignorant dhit no, cclesiastic bias
Power to suppress a single word o

Let us sec îf this chargre holds
truc of our p:resenit novelists.
Thackeray introduces to ushi
Father H oit, and for niysteriousness
and1 veritable J;ick-ii-thie-box\ 1)er-
forniance, no one can surpass this
reverend gentleman. He o )1 into
and out of sigrht with a nod that re-
mincis one of a circus clowvn. 0f
course Father I-oit is a jesuit, and
Thackeray wvas but p)andçeriing to the
popular prejudice when licemgie
this being-,, Nowx, we who know the
sel f-sacriticing sons of St. Ignatius
Loyola, kxiow~ that this caîricature
does theni a grlaringr injustice, and
we protest gastso g-ross a libel

upon this nob)le society, whose nmcm-
bers are ini the truc sense of tbe
worcls, soldiers of Christ.

We also wish to cali attention to
tbe \vritings of Charles Lever, be-
cause of his p01)ularity with a -great
class of novel-readers. His Father
Roachi and Mickey Free are, of
course, only hugre joke%-s, but unfor-
tunately, tbev are not taken as such
bDY many Protestants, andi even by
unenlighitenecl Catholics. The re-
ligyion of the g1reat majority of- the
Cbristian worlcl is no matter for
jesting, anci Lever shows a miost
strikingr lack of gfood taste by
niakingr it the subject of his humor.
Father Roacbi, wvitb bis «' six Miasses
the day, two in the înorinoi, two in
the aftcrnoon, and t\vo cat vespers,"
and M ickey Frec pay ing to gret his
fatber out of purýgatory, are for niost
Protestants truthful examples of the
trickery of the Catholic clergpy, and
of the imibecile supertition of a duped
Iaitv.

Tfhese are only a fewv of the types
of Catholics in novels. 1 have not
mientioniei howv they b:uy indulgences

-"licences to sin;', how ail their
bai cleecls are forgiven thein in con-
fessioni, and they may go on sîingiii,
tîli they come aga"rini aInc receive ab-
solution; how thecy adore the saints,
andi cspecially the Blessed \?irgin
Mary. In fact, nothing is too bad,
too stupid for a Catholic ta be guilty
of ; and should one, priest or l-aynian,
happen ta be a g-Iood, moral, sociable
person, hie is îîat so bccaitçc of his
religzion, but in spiic of it; because,
as M-iss Howard an Amierican
no)velIist, s-ays in Gilinn wien sek
ingf of Thymiert a priest, lie does
not " keep -the ropes of bis religion
quite taut."

Here then is the reason for the
existence pf tbe izdtex, Expm,~o-à
7-ies. We hiave inspectors of schioals,


