
1 ti CIBLEnnr.

thein ail kindncss andU coaxrtosy. Aginait pQ.rsoti.i, as per8on@, Ve
otiltivate no feelinîgs other than thosù of frieindship and eitceni.
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Thora la, perlinpq, no bo-k read miôre than th, bible, and it appears
as thougli no book geuerally rend was less understoodt. Thîis, nu doubt,
lias arisien froin a comnbination of causes wlih exists in relation te ne
other book in the werld, If aay otiier book in the Engliâh languae
liad as many commentaries written upon it, liad as many systerni bas-
ed. upon.iiL; if any otherbook wcre cxhibited in the sanie dislocated
and distracted Iiglit, had as many debates about its incaning, and as
many different serises attributed to its words ; if' any otiier book wor.
rcil as the seriptures are comuînniy read, in the sanie broken, discon-
cected and carelcss nianner; witlî the sanie stock of prejudices and
preeonceived opinions, there la ever y renson to believe thnt ie would
b. as unintelligible and as littie uudcrstood as tho bible appears tu be.
IWe often wonder at the stupidhty of the Jews in Our Saviour's time in
relation to hi s pretensions nd c' ains, and nu doubt posteri ty will woo-
der et our stupidity and ignorance of a book whieh we rend so often
and profesa to venerate so liigbly. Tiiere is a greater simihaity mn
thè cause and reasons of their and our indocility than we are aware.
Theevil one bas the samne interest in obscuriug tus volume which ha
had in obscuring the evidences of bis mission; and the vitiosity of a man

*both natural. and ncquired, exhibits itself iii the am e aspect towards
the bible as it did in rct'ercncc to the person ccncerning whom it was
ail written. .

But among the myr lads wlîo religiously rend the bible, 'why la it that
so little of the spirit of it, seeîus tu be cauglit, possessed, and exhibited?
I will give one renson, andýthose more wise rnay add to it chlers. Many
rea tii. bible teo bave a general ide.% of 'what it contains, as a necessa-
ry par 't of a pouLe education; niany read it to attain the means of proving
the dogmes whlolî they alraady profess; rnany read iL witlî the deuign
of beiugextremely wise in iLs contents; man,ý rendl iL that they may b.
ablle te explain iL tu others , and nias ! but few eppear to read, it aui-
premaely.and.exclusively that they may practice iL ; tint they may b.
.contormed to it4 flot only in their outward deportmcnt, but ini the spi-
rit and tempet of their minds. Tàis la Lhe only.reading of it wbich in
Feally profitable te men, whieh rewards us for Our pain., which consoles


