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-liarn dikimna in the pliiloxiidiy, the -tiuf,'f,'le hetueen tlie

|iiir]i(i-e- i.f (i.id and the free will of man, not only t(X)k nuirh

of the lanj,dUer out (^f life. Ijnt it laid the -tre.-s upon the intel-

leetiial rather ihan ii|)on the -.|)iriturd -ide of religion,

l\elij,'ion liien ua-. the -^nprenic interest of thi^ countrv

wliere life had little to di-tract. k va> not wonderful that

when division- of (.pinion on reli',iou> matter^ aro-e t!ie~e

divi-i. .n- should he extieniely hitter. Men tight de>perately

for thing- in whieli the\- are de>i)erately intere-ted. and a good
deal of toleration i- ilwj only to the fact that in their heart>

there are -onie ]ieople who do not eare. l".\erv advance in

thought ha- heen challenged in the per>on of -onie -trong and
rcpre-entative ni.-in and the whole country ha> heen -tirred hv

a.n i--ue th.at would hardly receise a new-i)aper paragraph in

the life of another land.

The inti're-t tahen in thc-e "here-}- hunt-." a- thc\- have

heen called, \\a- ininien-e. and the elYect ui)on the coiuitr\- at

large w.'i- that e\ery -hepherd, \\hate\cr -ide of the argument
he might take, knew that there wa- an is-ue and he kiiew the

whole i— ue. In a o:untr\ -pread ahroad through thou-and-

o| mile- a- Canada i-, it i- not po--ihle to concentrate intere-t

on any one que-tiMn. le,a-t of all upon a f|ue^ti(jn relating to

the interpretation of the I'.ihle: hut the thing i- i)()-.-ihle in

."-Scotland where the whole population practically is I're-hv-

terian, and where the religious intere-t is sti'l -upreme. The
vit.ali/ing elVect of the-e Iiere>y hunts cannot he overestimated.

1 hey ha\e i-e-ulted in ;i hreadth of \iew, and in a toleration

for fre-li thought th.at -eemecl to he far enough removed from

the original type of Scotti.-h religion. Within my own me-
mory rel!g!<iu- o]iinion has made great forward strides owing
to the puhlicity of lieiesy himt-. In the c;i-e of rrofe--or

WW). Kohert-on .-^niith the i--ue was raised as to whether or

Tiot there were in the lii-torical hooks of the Old Testament

various -tr.ata of narrative following different ])hases of

llehi'i. w thou.ght, emliodying traditions and legend.s. and fuse<l

together at an age eenturie- later than that in which these

documents were tirst com])ile<I. It w a- a (|ue-tion of first class

moment and for eight xears the ca-e went on in one religious


