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Lieutenant-General Sir J. C. Sherbrooke. 
&c. &c. &c.

* This policy was not abandoned even at so late a period as the year 1816; as will appear by the 
following Despatch from Lord Bathurst to the Governor of Lower Canada :—

Sir, Downing-street, 1st July 1816.
You are, no doubt, aware of the inquiries which have been made in the Province as to the 

practicability of leaving in a state of nature that part of the frontier which lies between Lake 
Champlain and Montreal ; and you have, no doubt, had under your review the Report of the Sur­
veyor-general on this subject, which was enclosed in Sir Gordon Drummond’s Despatch of 21st April 
1816, No. 119. With the opinion which his Majesty’s Government entertains upon this subject, it 
cannot but be a matter of regret to think that any settlements should have been made in the districts 
of Hemingford, Sherrington, Goodmanchester or Hinchinbrook. But at the same time I cannot 
recommend the dispossession of the settlers, at the expense which must result from the purchase of 
the lands which they have cleared, and the improvements which they have made upon them, unless 
indeed that purchase could be effected by an adequate assignment of other waste lands of the Crown 
in other quarters. I must confine myself, therefore, to instructing you to abstain altogether from 
making, hereafter, any grants in these districts, and to use every endeavour to induce those who have 
received grants there, and have not yet proceeded to the cultivation of them, to accept uncleared 
lands in other districts more distant from the frontier of the United States. In some cases, where 
the lands have been long granted, they must, I apprehend, under the usual conditions of the grants, 
have become resumable by the Crown ; and in such case you can have no difficulty in preventing 
their cultivation ; and the expediency of making other grants, in lieu of those resumed, will depend 
upon the particular circumstances of each individual case.

It is also very desirable that you should, as far as lies in your power, prevent the extension of 
roads in the direction of those particular districts beyond the limits of that division of the Province 
referred to in the plan of the Surveyor-general as being generally cultivated ; and if any means 
should present themselves of letting those which have been already made, fall into decay, you will 
best comply with the views of his Majesty’s Government, and materially contribute to the future 
security of the Province, by their adoption.

I have the honour, &c. &c.

in-Chief of the Province of Quebec, in the offers by which officers and soldiers of the 
British army, and settlers from the other North American Provinces, were tempted 
to accept grants of land in the Canadas, we perceive very clear indications of 
an intention of adopting the second and the wiser of the two systems. Unfor­
tunately, however, the conquest of Canada was almost immediately followed by 
the commencement of those discontents which ended in the independence of the 
United Provinces. From that period, the colonial policy of this country appears 
to have undergone a complete change. To prevent the further dismemberment 
of the Empire became the primary object with our statesmen ; and an especial 
anxiety was exhibited to adopt every expedient which appeared calculated to 
prevent the remaining North American Colonies from following the example of 
successful revolt. Unfortunately, the distinct national character of the French 
inhabitants of Canada, and their ancient hostility to the people of New England, 
presented the easiest and most obvious line of demarcation. To isolate the inha­
bitants of the British from those of the revolted Colonies, became the policy of 
the Government; and the nationality of the French Canadians was therefore cul­
tivated, as a means of perpetual and entire separation from their neighbours.* It 
seems also to have been considered the policy of the British Government to govern 
its Colonies by means of division, and to break them down as much as possible into 
petty isolated communities, incapable of combination, and possessing no sufficient 
strength for individual resistance to the Empire. Indications of such designs are to 
be found in many of the acts of the British Government with respect to its North 
American Colonies. In 1775 instructions were sent from England, directing that all 
grants of land within the Province of Quebec, then comprising Upper and Lower 
Canada, were to be made in fief and seigniory ; and even the grants to the refugee 
loyalists, and officers and privates of the colonial corps, promised in 1786, were ordered 
to be made on the same tenure. In no instance was it more singularly exhibited than 
in the condition annexed to the grants of land in Prince Edward’s Island, by which 
it was stipulated that the Island was to be settled by “ foreign Protestants;” as if 
they were to be foreign in order to separate them from the people of New England, 
and Protestants in order to keep them apart from the Canadian and Acadian 
Catholics. It was part of the same policy to separate the French of Canada from the 
British emigrants, and to conciliate the former by the retention of their language, 
laws, and religious institutions. For this purpose Canada was afterwards divided 
into two Provinces, the settled portion being allotted to the French, and the unsettled 
being destined to become the seat of British colonization. Thus, instead of 

availing

(signed) Bathurst.
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