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HOW CENTRAL RAILWAY SWALLOWED
UP ABOUT $1,260,000 OF PUBLIC FUNDS

Road, Which is Still Far from Gibson, Has Had a Startling Financial History
During Last Few Years---How the Government Has Fed It With
Public Money--Mr. Hill's Prophecy.

In compliance with many requests fox'i
definite information about the cost and

general history of the Central Railway,
The Telegraph herewith reproduces a com-
prehensive statement which it published
»a few months ago:

For the purpose of reminding the people
of New Brunswick of the salient facts
concerning the Central Railway, which has

+ eaten up $1,260,500 of public funds though

it still is many miles away from its proper
_terminus, Gibson, The Telegraph requested
J. D. Hazen, M. P. P., to give a summary
of the history of the enterprise. No
elector who desires to vote intelligently
can do so unless he has read Mr. Hazen’s
statement carefully. It follows here:
The Central Railway, extending from
Norton to Chipman, was constructed
many years ago. It is 45 miles in length
and received the following sums in sub-
sidies:
From the dominion.... .. < ....$190,000
¥rom the province.. .. .. o« «o o 130,000

$320,000

This road only extended to Chipman
wnd did not reach the coal areas in North-
field and Canning, and at the session of
the legislature in 1901, Mr. Tweedie, on
behalf of the government, introduced a
bill, “To provide for the development of
the coal areas in the counties of Queens
and Sunbury.”

As finally passed, this act empowered
the government to guarantee the principal
and interest on first mortgage bonds of
any company authorized to comstruct a
line of railway from Chipman in the
county of Queens to Gibson in the county
of York, to an amount mnot exceeding
$250,000. The bill further provided that
the bonds, or any portion of them, should
not be guaranteed until the railway had
been completely constructed and in run-
ning order, properly equipped with suf-
ficient rolling stock and certified to be so
by an inspector to be appointed by the
lieutenant-governor-in-council.

It also provided that the company
ghould bind itself to establish on the line
of railway a plant for mining coal to the
satisfaction of the lieutenant-governor-in-
council and capable of mining an average
of not less than 500 tons a day, and that
such plant should be so established and
in working order before the bonds should
be guaranteed.

At the same session of the legislature a
company composed of Ernest Hutchison,
¥. Byron Winslow, Charles A. C. Bruce,
Franklin Btetson, Willard Kitchen, Alex-
ander P. Barnhill and Robert A. Irving
was incorporated under the name of The
New Brunswick Coal & Railway Company,
with powers to construct a line of railway
from Chipman to Gibson and to carry on
the business of mining coal and other
minerals.

. The work of constructing the road from

Chipman towards Fredericton was entered
upon, but up to the present time none of
the gentlemen named as incorporafors, or
any members of the New Brunswick Coal
& Railway Company, have it is under-
stood, put any money into the enterprise
and the work that has been done has been
entirely done with funds provided by the
province and the dominion.

In addition to the guarantee of $250,000
the road was to receive the provincial
subsidy of $2,500 a mile, and the ordinary
subsidy from the dominion government of
£3,200.

In introducing the bill authorizing the
issue of bonds, Mr. Tweedie pointed out
that the interests of the province were
well safe-guarded because the road would
have to be in working order and the plant
for mining coal installed before the bonds
‘were guaranteed.

The main object of the legislation was
to get a market for the Grand Lake coal
both at St. John and at Fredericton, and
it was felt that it was of great importance
to have the outlet at Fredericton, as the
distance from the mines was much shorter
to Fredericton than to St. John, and the
coal could be placed on the market there
at more advantageous terms than at the
latter place. A great deal was also ex-
pected from the fact that at Fredericton
the road would connect with the Canadian
Pacific Railway, and there was a provision
in the act authorizing the lieutenant-gover-
nor-in-council to impose a tax upon all
railway companies in the province, not
exceeding three per cent of the gross
earnings made within the province each
year, and not exceeding in any year an
amount which would,in the opinion of the
lieutenant-governor-in-council, be equival-
ent to fifteen cents per ton upon all coal
used by such railway company within the
province, providing that an abatement of
such tax might be allowed on all New
Brunswick coal used by such railway com-

vpany.

¢

Work on the road was proceeded with,

but slowly, and in the year 1903 the gov-]

ernment introduced an act in the legislag] Gibson; he doubted the financial ability

ture, authorizing the lieutenant-governo:

in-council to guafi
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line of railway from Norton to Gibson, to
the amount of $200,000, to enable the New
Brunswick Coal & Railway Company to
purchase the Central Railway, running
from Norton to Chipman, which it was
stated could be purchased for the sum of
$180,000, and the remainder would be for
money expended in rebuilding bridges on
the Central Railway and making other
necessary improvements. ;

This measure was strongly opposed in
the House by the opposition and by oth-
ers. Mr. Hill, a government supporter, in
speaking with referenee to it, said:

“As I said, I hoped this raid on the
treasury would have been stood off. I
had confidence in the premier (Mr. Twee-
die), in his financial conservatism, and
that he would not allow the government
to introduce anything that would work
disaster to the province; but that confi-
dence has been shaken and I am afraid he
is not the man I thought he was. Indeed
I regret to state that I believe he has
fallen into the hands of the attorney-
general (Mr. Pugsley). I am afraid that
the cheerful optimism and generosity of
the attorney-general would lead him to
build castles in Spein and railways any-
where, and it looks very much as if he had
converted the conservative premier to his
way of thinking. I believe this is a black
letter day in the history of the province,
because it will land the province in a
great deal of debt and deteriorate from the
velue of private property. Roads will
suffer, schools will be affected and people
will be induced to leave the province be-
cause of it having become a more expens-
ive place to live in. The policy of guaran-
teeing the bonds of a railway is a new
departure and before it is put into effect
the people should be notified. I am satis-
fied that threefourths of the people of
the province, if they knew the provisions
of the bill, would be strongly opposed to
it, and I venture to say that the govern-
ment dare not dissolve the House on this
measure and appeal to the country.”

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—“You don’t like to
run elections.”

Hon. Mr. Hill—“If you desire I will re-
sign and run again on this issue.”

Hon. Mr. Pugsley—“We are never
afraid to appeal to the people.”

Hon. Mr. Hill—“No, four or five years
from now you and the premier will prob-
ably be safe in other positions and there
will be no ‘one upon whom the electors
can wreck their just vengeance.” -

Mr. Hill ecems in view of recent events
to have been a true prophet.

;bgr. Hazen, speaking about the matter,
said:

“With regard to the Central roed, noth-
ing can be more unjustifiable than for this
province to engage in the work of guar
anteeing bonds. How is it possible to
justify such a proposal as that contained
in the bill, to guarantee bonds to the ex-
tent of $200,000 for a railway that has
never paid expenses? This road has al-
ready received from the dominion and
provincial governments subsidies to the
extent of $291,000, and for some time
past it has been a menace to life and
limb. If we guarantee the bonds of this
line there will be a demand to do the
same for the Canada FEastern, for the
Shore Line and for other railways; we
will be establishing a precedent that we
cannot get clear of; by this bill we shall
be adding practically $1,100,000 to the
debt of the country—$500,000 for the Res-
tigouche & Western, $200,000 for the Cent-
ral, $15,000 for the Beersville, and $2,500
a mile, or $225,000 in_ell, as a subsidy to
the ninety miles of the Restigouche &
Western which is still unbuilt, and all this
is being dome in the dying hours of the
legislature.”

It will be seen from this that the bill
also included large payments to the Res-
tigouche & Western and the Beersville
railway.

In defending the measure, Mr. Mec
Keown and other members of the govern-
ment insisted that the province had ample
security because they had the whole line
running from Norton to Gibson.

Throughout the whole discussion the
government by implication and by asser-
tion took the position that the road would
be extended to Gibson as contemplated by
the original act.

Up to this time it will be seen that
$450,000 of bonds had been guaranteed.

In the following session, 1904, a bill was
introduced to amend the act passed in
1901. This bill provided that the govem-
ment could guarantee the bonds for that
portion of the road between Chipman and
Gibson, according to progress estimates,
as the work proceeded, thus obviating the
necessity of having the road completed
from Chipman to Gibson before the bonds
were guaranteed.

During the debate in this matter Mr.
Hazen stated that it appeared although
only fifteen miles of the road had been
built, most of the bonds had been issued,

's0 that there would be no funds with

which to complete the road through to

of the company and there was no cer-

\ | tainty that the road would ever be com-

Hon. Mr. Pugsley, in reply, said that
there was no doubt the road would be
built to Gibson, as by doing so the freight
on coal from Newecastle to Fredericton
would be reduced from $1.70 a ton to
thirty cents a ton.

In the following session of 1905 the
government came down to the legislature
with a bill which practically took the
management of the railway out of the
control of the company, none of the mem-
bers of which had invested any money in
the enterprise, and placed it in the hands
of the government of the province, to be
managed through two commissioners who
were subsequently appointed, namely,
Senator King and Mr. George McAvity.

This is the first instance in the history
of New ‘Brunswick of the province enter-
ing upon ‘the work of railway manage-
ment. The bill made the province re-
sponsible for all expenditures upon the
road and for its management, and pro-
vided that for the purpose of providing
moneys to carry on the work that the
railway commissioners were authorized to
issue debentures to the amount of $250,000
to be guaranteed by the lieutenant gov-
ernor-in-council.

There was a very lengthy debate over
this in the legislature. The bill was
strongly opposed by all the members of the
opposition and by Mr. Hill. It was point-
ed out that when the last guarantee of

-| 200,000 was asked for, the house and

country were assured that the province

would not be called upon to contribute
one dollar more to the en: ise,

In answer to this the attorney gemeral
said that this would be the last time
that anything would be asked, that if

.the legislation did not pass the railway

would come to grief and the province
would lose what money it had invested in
it; but that he could assure the house
that if this guarantee was authorized by
the legislature no further assistance would
be asked, for the road would be self-sus-
taining and the interest on the bonds
guaranteed would be more than paid for
out of its surplus.

The leader of the opposition, referring
to the sum which the road had cost and
showing that up to that time a total of
$1,170,000 of public money had been put
into the railroad and that the house was
now asked to pledge the credit of the
province for a further raid upon the treas-
ury, said that the proposition was the
most astonishing one ever submitted to
the legislature. He said:

“When we look at that short piece of
road and see“what it has already cost
the province is it not monstrous that a
further guarantee of e quarter of a mil-
lion should even be suggested? It only
confirmed,” he said, “what was said by
the honorable member from Charlotte
and myself two years ago, and disputed
by the attorney general, namely, that
this was not a business enterprise but a
speculative scheme to exploit the revenue
of the province; from first to last this
scheme has been a sink-hole of extravag-
ance, mismanagement and speculation,and

has been the exploitation ground for be

boodlers, speculators and political pets.”

Mr. Copp said that had the proposition
been brought before the house for the
first time he would have felt it his duty
to oppose it, but he had given his consent
rather reluctantly to go into the enter-
prise- in the first place, and \having gone
80 far, did not feel that he could withdraw
his support now; but the attorney general
said that if the government is not em-
powered to further aid the enterprise at
the present time, all that the province had
put into it will be lost entirely. He added,
he said, to the members of the govern-
ment, when interviewed on the question,
that I, for one, would not give my consent
to the province giving further aid to this
enterprise unless it was taken out of the
hands of private parties. “I lent my sup-
port to this measure, but on the under-
standing and assurance from the govern-
ment that this is the last time that fin-
ancial aid will be asked from the province
for this eneterprise. I think this is the last
time we should have anything to do with
it in the way of financial assistance from
the provincial treasury.”

At the motion to go into committee on
the bill, Mr. Hazen moved the following
amendment:

“That the speaker do now leave the
chair, but in the opinion of the house it
is desirable that before bill No. 100 is re-
ferred to the committee of the whole
house that all facts in connection with the
management of and expenditure of public
moneys made in connection with the New
Brunswick Coal & Railway Company be
inquired into and ascertained, and for that
purpose that a royal commission be ap-
pointed with power to call witnesses and
to take evidence under oath and to report
to the house not later than the first week
of the next session thereof.”

This amendment was voted down on a
straight party division, with the exception
that Mr. Hill voted with the opposition,
and the authority to guarantee bonds to
the extent of $250,000 more was granted.

Up to this time, then, we have the fol-
lowing amounts paid or guaranteed by the
province on account of this road, since
1901:

First guarantee, 1891.. .. .. ....$250,000
Second guarantee, 1903.. .. .. .... 200,000
Third guarantee, 1905.. .. .. .... 250,000

Total.. ce ee e e oo oo oo ..$700,000

In the session of 1907, in epite of the
solemn assurance made to the house in
1805 to the effect that no further aid
would be asked for this road, a bill was
passed authorizing a guarantee of further
bonds on account of this railway for the
sum of $110,500, $70,000 of which, it was
explained, was for the purpose of paying
interest on the bonds already guaranteed,
and $40,000 for the purpose of buying roll-
ing stock.

In speaking to this resolution, Mr
Hazen said:

“The last time an issue of bonds was
asked on account of this railway we were
assured with all solemnity that this time
was the last time the legislature would
be asked to pay money on account of this
road; we were told that it was a valu-
able asset and would become a paying
property, but it has not been able to pay
the interest on its bonds. Can anyone im-
agine a more frenzied piece of finance
than the issue of bonds to pay the inter-
est on bonds? Every statement that has
been made on this side of the house in
regard to this road has been fully justi-
fied.”

Up to the present time, since 1901, the
province has become liable on account of
the Central Railway for the follawing
sums:

First issue of bonds, 1901... ..., 1°+9,000
Second issue of bonds, 1903.. .. ..’%00,000
Third issue of bonds, 1905..... oo 250,000
Fourth issue of bonds, 1907........ 110,500

$870,500
In addition to this the company also re-
ceived from the dominion government sub-
sidies on fifteen miles of road and nine
miles of branches, about $70,000, so that,
in round figures, it may be said since 1901
there has been spent on this Central Rail-
way, out of the public funds, a sum of
$900,000, or $15,000 a mile for every mile of
the road from Norton to Chipman, and
that all the new work we have to show for
this expenditure is fifteen miles of railway
running from Chipman to Minto, and
some nine miles of branches into the coal
mines.

The original design of the road being ex-
tended to Gibson has not been carried out,
and it was admitted by the premier in
the last session of the house that it would
not be carried out and that there was no
money available for the purpose.

Had the original design been carried out
the road would have been in Fredericton
long before this, a splendid market would
have been afforded there for the coal of
the Grand Lake district, and the people
living in Chipman, Newcastle Bridge and
the other places in the vicinity would have

had close and easy communication with
the Fredericton market.

The total amount of public funds from
all sources spent, and for which the prow:
ince and dominion have become liable, in:
cluding the $320,000 of subsidies on the
old road from Chipman to Norton,
amounts to the sum of $1,260,600, as fol-
lows:

Guarantee of bonds and provincial

subsidy.. .. . .. - .. . ..0.% 870,500
Dominion government subsidy... 70,000
Subsidies paid on the construction

of road from Norton to Chip-

TN, ciis cobs wone csas voss | 330,000

dotal . .. ... . oo ... 81900500

Or $20,000 a mile tor every mile of road.

This large sum of money is sufficient to
have constructed a first-class road from
beginning to end, equipped with modern
rolling stock. The present road, however,
has heavy grades and light rails,and none
of the bridges are fit for a trunk line rail-
way, and eome of them are bridges that
were taken off of the Intercolonial Rail-
way because they were not strong enough
for modern traffic.

_The government has on several occa-
sions endeavored to create the impression
thgt the road would be ultimately ac-
quired by the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail-
way Company and that by this means the
obligation would be taken off the should-
ers of the province; in fact, speaking in
the legislature in the month of March
last, Mr. Pugsley assertéd that he had
positive assurances that the road would
> acquired by the Grand Trunk Pacific
within three months of the time when
he was speaking.

This statement of Mr. Pugsley’s was
made, no doubt, in anticipation of a gen-
eral election which was then expected.
Seven months passed since Mr. Pugsley
made that statement and the road has not
yet been taken by the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific. . As everyone knows who is familiar
with the Grand Trunk Pacific charter, it
contains nothing making it ebligatory upon
the company to seek a short entrance into
the city of St. John. Quebec and Monc-
ton are the two points mentioned in the
act and the company will be fulfilling its
charter if it_runs to Moncton. If, how-
ever, the company should desire to buy
the road it cannot be reasonably expected
that it will pay any such sum of money
a8 the province has invested in it, because
for trunk line purposes it would have tao
be' rebuilt from beginning to end with new
bridges and heavier rails and the company
purchasing it would be acquiring little if
any more value to it than the right of
way.

the impression in the country that the
road has become a paying property and
the commissioners in the statement which
they laid before the House last year claim-
ed a surplus of a few hundred dollars on
the year’s operations. -This surplus, how-
ever, was a fictitious one, for no interest
was charged up against the road, and in
addition to that, sums which should have
been charged against the road for the
Payment of engineers were charged up to
the public works department and paid by
the province, and if these had been pro-
perly charged the result would have been
8 deficit, even though no interest had been
pa'}% upoa:;he bonds.

‘ ers never been any investigation
into thg way the large sums of public
moneys iIn connection with this road have
bfxm expended. The effort of the opposi-
tion to obtain an investigation was voted
down by the government majority in the
House, and although at the last session of
the public accounts committee opposition
members requested on several occasions
that the accounts of the Central railway
should be laid before the committee, the
House adjourned without this having been
done. It might also be added in connec-
tion with the accounts against the road
and the desire of- the commissioners to
make it appear there was a surplus last
year that nothing was charged for their
services, and it is not expected that these
gentlemen are working altogether from
patriotic motives.

In additfon to the foregoing from The
Telegraph of Oct. 9 last there are other
features of interest. A glance at the
grades on this unfortunate road help to
show upon what an unbusinesslike scheme
the money of the province has been squan-
dered. The figures given are taken from a
report upon Altitudes in Canada, publish-
ed by the Department of the Interior and
compiled by James White, geographer to
the department. The figures indicate that
the average gradient for the whole dis-
tance and in each direction is nearly one
per cent.

As a comparison we give the figures from
the same authority for the Canada Eastern
railway, a road that was bought by the In.
tercolonial railway for about $6,500 per
mile.

A G. T. P. train going from Chipman
to Norton will have the following hills to
climb and on many of the hillg very short
curves:

Chipman to Summit, 2.3 miles up 150 feet.

Summit to Coal Creek, 3.9 miles down
151 feet.

Coal Creek to Summit (2), 2.6 mileg up
153 feet.

Summit to Cumberland Creek, 2.3 miies
down 134 feet.

Cumberland Creek to Summit @) 71
miles up 197 feet.

Summit to Washedemoak Lake, 5.7 miles
down 205 feet.

Washedemoak Lake to Salmon Brook,
3.6 miles up 223 feet.

Salmon Brook to Annandale, 3 miles up
265 feet.

Annandale to Summit (4), 1.4 miles up
20 feet.

Summit to Sargisson Bk, 3.6 miles down
226 feet.

Sargisson Bk. to Belle Isle Ck., 2.4 miles
down 153 feet.

Belle Isle Ck. to Case Settlement, 2.2
miles up 107 feet.

Case Settlement to Kennebecasis River,
4.2 miles down 224 feet.

. Kennebecasis River to Norton Jet., ,2
miles up 5 feet.

In twenty-two miles of up grade the
train must climb 1,120 feet or 5034 to
every mile. Returning it has to climb 1,-
093 feet.

In a total length of line from Salmon
River Bridge at Chipman to Norton Junec-
tion of 44.7 miles there are up-grades of
22.2 miles, aggregating 1,120 feet, or an
average of 50.4 feet for every mile—or over
one per cent. From Norton to Chipman

A great effort has been made to create D

the up-grades aggregate 1,093 feet in 22.5
miles.

Here are the Canada Eastern figures:

Gibson to Marysville, 2.4 miles up 27
feet,

Marysville to Nashwaak River, 1.6 miles
down 9 feet.

Nashwaak River to Summit, 1.5 miles
up 35 feet.

Summit to Penniac Stream, 1.1 miles up
29 feet.

Penniac Stream to Manzer Station, 2.8
miles up 17 feet.

Manzer Station to Nashwaak Station,
2.0 miles up 3 feet.

Nashwaak Station to Durham Station,
2.0 miles up 17 feet.

Durham Station to Sloat Brook, .2 miles
down 17 feet.

Sloat Brook to Cross Creek Station, 7.9
miles up 139 feet. .

Cross Creek Station to Cross Creek, .3
miles down 12 feet.

Cross Creek to Summit, 8.6 miles up 372
feet.

Summit to Clearwater Brook, 5.1 miles
down 119 feet.

Clearwater Brook to Summit, 3.6 miles
up 85 feet.

Summit to McNamee Station, 14.8 miles
down 399 feet.

McNamee Station to Carroll Station, 1.7
miles up 67 feet.

Carroll Station to 8. W. Mirimachi Riv-
er, 5.2 miles down 111 feet.

8. W. Mirimachi River to Summit, 5.7
miles up 251 feet.

Summit to Moore Brook, 15.6 miles down
300 feet.

Moore Brook to Chatham Jet, 23.7 miles
up 90 feet.

Chatham Jct. to Nelson, 5.7 miles down
3 feet. . '

Nelson to Chatham Junction, 2.9 miles
down 26 feet.

OPPOSITION STRONG
N QUEENS COUNTY

Rousing Meeting Addressed by
Messrs. Woods and Slipp and Dr.
A. W, MacRae—Party in Fighting
Trim,

Welsford, Jan. 25—A largely attended
and enthusiastic meeting of electors was
held at Clones, Petersville parish, Sunbury
county, on Friday evening to hear ad-
dresses from H. W. Woods and AL B.
Slipp, the opposition candidates, and Dr.
A. W. MacRae, f St. John. The hall
was crowded, many being unable to gain
admittance. A unanimous vote of thanks
to the speakers was passed at the close.

Fred C. Davis occupied the chair and
briefly introduced the speakers. The ad-
dresses were devoted to a scathing criti-
cism of the present government. Refer-
ence was made to their agricultural policy,
the highway act, the school books ques-
tion and the state of the provincial
finances. The points in the platform of
J. D. Hazen, the leader of the opposition,
were also touched -upon.

A number of questions were asked and
replied to by the speakers. At the close,
on motion of Robert Scribner, a unani-
mous vote of thanks for the explanatory
and eloquent addresses was passed. This
was the first meeting held by the opposi-I
tion candidates since nomination, and
augurs well for the success of their cam-

aign.
Messrs. Wood and Slipp have just com-
pleted a house to house canvass extending
from Welsford up the river and as far as
Chipman. In all they covered about 800
miles. They report most encouraging re-
sults throughout their tour, and met many
Liberals who rallying to the opposi-
tion standard in the cause of good govern-
ment. ;

STANDING OF PUPILS IN
RIVERSIDE SCHOOL

Music Added to Curriculum, Two
Lessons a Week in Singing by
Note.

Hopewell Hill, Jan. 24—During the sec-
ond quarter of the echool year 1907-1908 at
the Riverside Consolidated echool, the fol-
lowing students made the highest average
in their respective grades:

Grade I.—Mary Smithers, Florence Col-
lier, Vivian Copp.

Grade II.—Weldon Keiver, Anastasia
McAnulty, Alada Tingley.

Grade III.—Harry Tarris, Hallie Smith.

Grade IV.—(Ada Crawford, Kenneth
Barbour, Eva Fullerton).

Grade V.—(Lena Fullerton, Christine
Crawford), Achsak Mitton.

Grade VI—Mina Stiles, Rayworth Peck,
Gertrude Peck.

Grade VII.—(Margaret Barbour, Amy
Keiver), Gertrude Fullerton.

Grade VIII.—Allie Mitton, Blair Tarris.

Grade IX.—Lena Reid, Mildred Murray.

Grade X.—Bertha Peck, Harold Turner,
Chester Crossman.

Grade XI.—James Reid, Clara Golpitts,
Mabel Wilbur, Nita Fawcett, Frances
Downing.

Grade XII.—Alonzo Stiles, Marion Reid.

Music has been added to the curriculum
this year, two lessons a week in singing by

note being given all grades above the fifth. |

The others are giving rote singing as be-
fore. This branch is conducted by Miss
Stella R. Crocker, teacher of grades IV.
and V., who has had special training for
the work. Principal Trueman and the
same staff of teachers as last term are in
charge, and the work is reported to be go-
ing on satisfactorily in every way.

NEW BRUNSWICK GIRLS
AT ACADIA SEMINARY

Wolfville, N. 8., Jan. 25—The number
of non-resident pupils attending Acadia
Seminary this year is phenomenally large,
Nova Scotia sending 69, New Brunswick
35, Prince Edward Island 3 and the rest
of the world 5, a total of 112.

The New Brunswick girls are: Margaret
West, Moncton; Janet Kelman, St.
George; Alice Alward, Havelock; Marjorie
Barnaby, St. John; Vera Dickson, Hills-
boro; Orion Black, St. Martins; Clissie
Tingley, Hopewell Cape; Annie Morton,
Fredericton; Mary Starratt, Campbellton;
Helen Mersereau, Doaktown; Celia Smith,
Hillsdale; Eva Smith, Marysville; Maude
Nickerson, Campbellton; Louise Thomp-
son, Chance Harbor; Olive Sipprell,Hazel
Rutherford, St. John; Helen Carson,Rex-
ton; Jean McLatchy, Campbellton; An-
nie Edwards, Eva Frodsham, St. John;
Sadie Dobson, Moncton; Mabel Elkin, St.
John; Shitley Paterson, Royalton; Elsie
Estabrooks, St. John; Glenna White,
Boundary Line; Bessie Budd, St. Stephen;
Bernice’ Emmerson, Dorchester; = Laura
Brewer, St. Mary’s Ferry; Louise Burns,
Hopewell Cape; Gertrude Dunn, Sack-
ville; Gwendolyn Haley, St. John; Ella
Smith, Harvey Corner; Mary Moore,
Woodstock; Katherine Skinner, Glassville;
Harrietta Staples, St. John.

a

OPPOSITION HAVE NO

RIGHTS IN PARLIAMENT

Motion to Produce Original Documents Voted
Down by Government

Have Cooled Down”’ from

News of the Sitting.

Crocket of York Assails Liberals for Broken Piedges---
Laurier Promises Statement Monday ‘‘After Both Sides

Effects of Long Debate---Dr.

Daniel Wants to Know About P. E. I. Ice-breaker--Other

Ottawa, Jan. 24—In the house today O.
8. Crocket resumed' the debate on the
motion of Mr. Northrup, declaring the
right of members of parliament to have
access to public records and archives for
the proper discharge of their duties. He
started out by referring to the stand taken
by the Liberals *vhen in opposition, which
they have now entirely repudiated. It
was a government of broken pledges. The
principles upon which the government ob-
tained power were cast aside the moment
they took office.

“Then we remember,” said Mr, Crocket,
“the position they took with respect to
the important doctrine of the independ-
ence -of parliament. Their leaders held
forth in all parts of the country in burn-
ing denunciation and condemnation of the
Conservative government of that time,
because, during eighteen years of office,
it had appointed seventeen members of
parliament to position in the public ser-
vice. And the return brought down this
session shows that these gentlemen, who
thus denounced their predecessors, have
appointed at least four times as many
members of parliament to office during the
eleven years of their administration.

Usurping the Powers of Parlia=
ment.

“Another principle which this govern-
ment has violated most seriously is that
of usurping the functions of parliament
by order in council. I do not think that
the history of the Dominion parliament
shows any such glaring instances of the
extension of this doctrine of government
by order in council, as have been shown
under this government.

“I have already given an example of this
in their railway subsidies legislation.
Hardly an important bill passes this house
that does mot contain a provision taking
from parliament the powers of legislation
in important matters and transferring it
to the government. Last session, I felt
it my duty to enter a protest against a
very marked instance of this conduct on
the part of the government, the case be-
ing that of their tariff legislation. I
need hardly remind them that the tariff
was arranged in three columns, the gen-
eral, the intermediate and the preferential.
It is admitted, it is beyond question that
in this case for the first time in the his-
tory of the Canadian confederation, the
government took from parliament the con-
trol of taxation in important respects.
This tariff act gave them authority not
only to decrease taxation, but to increase
it, a clear violation of the first principles
of representative government.

Laurler's Autooratio Stand.

“Another matter, which was made of
great prominence in the Liberal platform,
was the duty of the government to give
to parliament the fullest information in
regard to public affairs. That is the
question now under discussion raised by
this motion. Only last seskion, we had a
flat refusal on the part of the prime min-
ister to give to the people’s representa-
tives in parliament assembled any infor
mation in regard to the constitution of
that fictitious fake company known
as the North Atlantic Trading Company
which has received, I believe, more than
$300,000 of the people’s money. But not-
withstanding that the people were called
upon to pay this immense sum to the
company, the prime minister took the
tyrannical position of refusing to disclose
to parliament to whom this money was

d.
Im‘J‘If every other act of this government
were commendable, this one defiance of
the right of parliament is enough to war-
rant their condemnation by the people of
Canada. And here today we are con-
fronted with an even more tyrannical re-
fusal by the first minister and the mem-
bers of this government to bring down

documents which unquesmezably the peo-
ple’s representatives should be allowed to
see.

“After the debate we have had I think
there cannot be in the mind of any im-
partial or unprejudiced member of this
house the slightest doubt that that right
exists. Sir, I have heard of ‘hedging’ and
have seen some of it both outside and in-
side this house, but I am bound to say
that I have never seen quite such hedging
as that of the prime minister and the
members of his government on this ques-
tion. But, as I have said, I am not sur- "
prised at any conduct on the part of this
government however tyrannical, however
unjust, however contradictory of their
former professions. I must say that I
am not astonished at the various unjust,
ridiculous and untenable positions taken
by the several members of this govern-
ment who have addressed the house.

“Taking the history of this matter as
it has developed, I find that the honorable
member for St. Antoine (Mr. Ames) wrote
the minister on Dec. 3 expressing, in his
usual courteous manner, a desire to ex-
amine certain original documents which -
were subsequently set out in the motion
he made. The honorable gentleman was
informed by a letter in reply, bearing the
signature of the minister, that a rule had
been made in the department ‘not to al-
low the examination of the files by other
than officials of the department, whose
duty it is.” The honorable member, how-
ever, was informed that he could get the
papers by application to the house. Ha
has made the application and now it is
refused. And it is refused without any
justification. The demand that reasons
should be given is an entirely new thing.
He never gave reason when moving for
papers, nor did he hear of any one else
doing so until now.”

In conclusion, Mr. Crocket eaid that
Mr. Ames was entitled to the papers
which he had asked for and which the
premier had promised him, and there was
not the slightest excuse offered for
secrecy and hiding public documents.

The debate was continued by Mr.
Blain, Dr. Reid and Mr. Armstrong, after
which the house divided on the amend-
ment of Mr. Northrup, which was lost,
fifty voting for and ninety-five against, a
majority of forty-five for the government.

Laurier Waiting for House to
Oool Down.

Immediately after the vote was taken
today Sir Wilfrid said: “On Monday when
the tempers of both sides of the house had
cooled down I will have a statement to
make.”

In supply on the item for icebreaking
for Northumberland Strait, Dr. Daniel
complained of the absence of anything like
satisfactory information being published
in the marine blue book. He cited the
paragraph about the steamer Lady -Grey.
No one could form any idea of the char-
acter of the vessel or what she was capable
of performing. There ought to be full
particulars published in the blue book.

Mr. Wilmot is moving for a copy of all
petitions and correspondence relating to
the establishment of a post office at Mill
Settlement west and also.at North Side,
Newcastle Creek, Queens county.

Mr. Pringle has given notice of a reso-
lution for an amendment for the bank act,
to provide for government inspection and
more stringent regulations generally,

In both the senate and the house of
commons today the telegrams that passed
between Hon. R. W. Scott and Lieut.-
Governor Dunsmuir ovar the Natal bill
which the governor withheld after the last
session of the legislature, was brought
down. When on his way to England,
Premier McBride called at the office of
the secretary of state, where a conversa-
tion took place respecting the bill.

Mr. Scott says that Premier McBride
told him that the bill was not going to be
assented to and the secretary of state re-
ceived a telegram from Mr. Dunsmuir
stating that this was correct.

LITTLE LD, WHO WAS
BLIND, CAN NOW SEE

Patrick Kinsella’s Kindly Act and
Skilful Treatment in Hospital Here
Give Sight to Cecil Grant.

A happy little boy to whom the world
is to be a different place than he has
known in his five years of life, left here
Monday morning for his home in Canter
bury, York county. He was brought to
St. John two months ago totally blind, the
sight obscured by cataracts. Sightless
from birth, he was growing up with little
hope on the part of his parents that he
would ever see, for efforts made to help
him had failed. But all has changed. He
can see objects at quite a distance now
and there are hopes that his sight will
grow yet stronger.

Cecil Grant, son of Segee Grant, of Can-
terbury, is the little chap. Some two
months ago Patrick Kinsella, stone cutter,
of Lombard street, was in the village on
business, and while out driving with a
resident of the place encountered a child
who appeared to make no effort to get out
of the horse’s way. It was little Cecil,
and from his friend Mr. Kinsella learned
that the boy was completely blind. Think-
ing that possibly his infliction might yield
to treatment Mr. Kinsella saw the child's
parents and offered to take him to the
General Public Hospital in St. John.

Their consent was obtained and for the
past two months the boy has been in the
institution and under the treatment of Dr.
MecIntosh he is now able to see. objects
at a distance.

Little Cecil has been a general favorite
during his stay in the hospital. The
nurses and visitors took much interest in
his case, and at Christmas there was a tree
full of presents for him. He Ileft Mon-
day in company with Mr. Kineella on his
return home, and needless to say there
will be rejoicing in the Canterbury home

on his arrival.
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PARTY  LINES
WILL NOT RULE

Lioeral Executive of York County Wil
Not Call Government Convention
for Provincial Elections in York,
Says Secretary Hooper,

(Fredericton Gleaner.)

There is considerable speculation' here s
to the date for the convention when the
government ticket in York county will
be officially decided.

It is known that the leaders are having
a lot of trouble to get a quartette wha
could made anything like a respectable
showing. In fact, one of the leading gov-
ermnment men in the city well expressed
the situation yesterday when he remarked
that Premier Robinson would make “a
better trailer than a leader.”

This morning a representative of The
Gleaner asked Ald. W. S. Hooper, secre-
tary of the Liberal executive for York
county, if any action had been taken by
that body towards calling a convention
for York county.

“Convention for what?” queried the sec-
retary.

“Why, to select a government ticket
for the provincial general elections,” re-
plied the reporter.

Secretary Hooper then in no uncertain
terms gave the reporter to understand
that the Liberal executive for York
county would have nothing to do with the
matter. He said that they would not
call any convention, and that the Liberals
as a party were not interested. ‘“This is
not a party line fight. Provincial elec-
tions are not conducted on party lines, and
the Liberal executive of York county will
have nothing whatever to do with calling
a  convention,” remarked Secretary
Hooper.

Of 167,256 babies born in Pennsylvania
in 1907 more than 87,000 were hoys,
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