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Paul's Fight with Beasts at Ephesus.

BY GRO. W, TRURTT.

In his first epistle to the Corinthians, Paul nmkes use
of ghis expression, the ing of which kas been $he
occasion of s vast amount of speculation : *'If sfter the
manner of men I have fought with beasts at Epheens,
what sdvantageth it me If the dead rise mot?'’ What
does Paul mean when he save he fought with beasts? Is
this 1o be' taken Hierally? Itis true that some of the
tmperial tyrants of those days sometimes employed the
fearful method of p ting God’s people, by turaing
will bessts upon them in the arenas wherg professional
giedistors were wont to furpish brutal performsnces for
the entertalument of the people. And, indeed. the tale
hee been handed down, from the legendary writings,
thist smch wes the manver of Paul's cocfilct on one oe-
easlon, In which cor flict he bravely triumphed over the
mad beasts, by the wave of his hand and an sppesl to
beaven. But, this legend, llke many others, would be
more interesting if it were only true.

In his second Jetter to the Corinthians. Paul enumer-
ates his many corflicts, but literal fighting with beasts in
the arewa is mot mentioned, =s will be seen from this
enumeration : “In stripes above measure, in prisons
more frequent, in desths oft. Of the Jews five times
received I forty stripes save one, thrice wes 1 beaten with
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipereck, a
sight snd & day have [ been in the deep; in j roeyirge
often, in perils o' water, in perils by mine own country-
men, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils

mg false brethren ; in i and painfulness, in
chings often, in b
in cold and nakedness.”” What then does Panl mean by
the expression? His ing doubtless is that he hed
conflicts with men of beast-like passions, as, for instance,
bis confiict with Demetrius and his fellow craftemen,
who yelled for two long boars in the streets of Ephesus,
*Oreat lo Diana of the Ephesians.”” Paul's preaching
there had interfered with the sale of the shrines for the
Dians, and hence the med tumult. That Paul
wes ot that time in the extremest dangeris indicated
thus iu his second letter to the Corinthidms: ‘ For we
would vot, brethren, have you iguorant of our trouble
which c*me to ue in Asia, thet we were pressed omt of
; sbove g h that we despaired
even of life. But we had the sentence of death in our.
selver, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God
which raiseth the dead : Who d:livered ua from so g-eat
s death, and doth deliver ; in whom we trust that be will
yet deliver us.”” And then he adds these besutiful and
glorions words : Ve also helped together by prayer for
e’ i

There are other Scriptares that help to explain Paul's
sxpression about fighting with beasts. Itis notan wn-
common figure in the Bible that men are compared ‘0

wild beasts. Jobs, the forerunner of the Master, called
some of his hesrers vipers, and so also did the Master.
Ags'n, the Master commands, ‘Give not that which is
Boly unto the doge, neither cast ye your pearls before
swine, lost they trample them under their feet and turn
sge's and rewd you.'" David makes mention of his
enemies ae wild bessts. And Panl writing to Timothy,
supposedly aboyt Nero, says: "1 wes delivered out of
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and thirst, in fastings often, .
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be put to the test and to win, is to give strength to char-
acter, This is a great way to diecipline character.

Then, growth follows exercire. This is & deep law of
life. Inm thewpiritual world we are exhorted to exercise
ourselves unto godliness., We are to grow in grace and in
the knowledge of Christ. We learn by doing. Exper-
fence is an indispensable teacher.

It is trme also that conflicts bring out great leaders, All
history answers with examples and illustrations. It was
50 with Moses in the Hgyptian court, when the cries of
bis oppressed people kept ringing in his ears. It was so
with David, when Goliath defied the people of Israel and

God. It was so with Luther, when the abuses of the
fapacy called for'h the reformation. It was so with
Kunox, when {alismn and unbelief threatened to over-
whelm the religions life of Scotland. It was so with Carey
when bis great heart burned with the conviction that it
was the heaven appointed duty of God's people, with
thelr money and with their lives, to carry the mews of
Jesus Christ to all the peoples of the earth, It is alwave
and everywhere true that corflict brings out leaders.
There are il i without ber in the world of |
business, And who does not know that the chances for |
the son of poverty, for success in the race of life, far out |
rank those of the son reared in luxmiy ? Conflict gives
leadership. -

A deep avd precious fact for the Christian to keep in
mind through all hisconfiicts, is that thus he is being pri-
vileged more really to eater into fellowship with Christ. '
That must have been an awful exparience to Paul the
firet time he stood before Nero. Comcerning it he said,
‘' At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men
forsonk me ; I pray God that it may not be laid to thelr
charge.”” Now see what he goes on to say ; ** Nothwith.
standing the Lord stood with me and strengthened me." -
An awlul tris] that mwst have been to Paul, but when be
camie out of it he kwew more about Christ than ever be-
fore. He knew something experimentally of the fellow-
ship of his sufferings. Christ was nearer and desrer and
more precions. Then Paul was not the Joser by his cou-
flict. Rightly received, confiict always brings with it
most gracious compensation. Uabending fidelity to duty, |
whatever the odds, brings its great and sure reward. It
does pay to be true and faithful, self sacrificing and un-
selfish, whatever our conflicts may be. Ask the Bible it
it be not so, ask God, ask conscience, ask persinal ex-||

perience, and an nawavering yes is answered by them all, |

What then is the conclusion of the whole mattet? It
in that though we may have an unceasing confilct with||
beasts, external and interns], our one and only concern/

is to bold fast to duty and to God. Oa the b of||

| about his soul.

June 24, 1908,

a8 to win him to my Lord! I presented the theme of
“Iufant Salvation,” and, in closing, appesling to the
family, as to the wisdom of preparstion to meet that littie
loved ome with Jesws in the better country. He wept

| under lis grief, but not under the appeal. After that [

ventured to go to his house just omce, when he was at
home, and for that time was kindly received. I know
how unwise it would be to go often, or to seem too anxlous
However, he was more friendly and so-
ciable than before.

Sl months went by, and one morning he came for me

“to conduct the funeral of the child of his helper. Thia,

too, was & surprise to many. He was present. The
theme was ‘‘Jesus’ Great Love and Sympathy."” Again
this great man was melted to tears. He wept freely.
However, he was less friendly and harder to spproach
after this, Of course I had t> humor him, but cessed
not to pray for him. Two months or so after, at 11
o'clock in the evening. a heavy rap was heard at our hall
door below, Golng to an open window above, I asked,
““Who is it ? and what is wanted

“It is me, Jule Seltons, I wantto see you Mr. Melzer,
if I may, right away.”

“All right. I'll be down.”

My good wife feared to have me go down lest he might
be in his cups and use violence. But I went, and asked
him into the parlor. *'Mr. Seltona, what can I do for
you? Is there anything serious?’ He was weeping.
He replied as soon as he could control himeelf : ‘I was
going up Harrison Street when that Mr. Pettibone began
preaching at the cormer. I stopped to hear him, and
something came over me, Ob, I felt awfully ! I dom°t
know what it was. When he stopped preaching and
went to his tent for the meeting, I followed, too, and at
the close I went up, and he prayed for me, I thought I
was going to feel all right. Bat here came Belknap, who
makes sach a lond profession, and who, so many know,
isa liar and even o thief, When be tried to talk reli
glon to me [ got mdd; and, oh, I don't know what to
do, Mr, Melzer, SoI came here to see if you can tell
me.”

I told him that the power that fell upon him at the
street and tent preaching was that of the Holy Spirit;
that God, in love, hed come to sive his soul; that the
awinl feeling he had was of sin, mght by
the Holy Spirit upon his heart, ‘‘And now, my friend,"
said I, ““God ssks you to turn, with all your heart, from
your life of unbelief and of sin and to accept Jesus as
your Saviour pow. ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thow sbalt be saved.’ This is a faithful saying and

oleti

one of Mrgland’s koights of old these lines are written :
!* Here lies o soldier whom all must applavd.
Who fought mavy battles at home and abroad ;
But the hottest engagement he ever was in
Was the conquest of self in the battle of sin."
Our sorest conflict it may be is with the pas-|
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hy of all ptat that Christ Jesus came into

the world to save sinners.’ If you realize yourself to be
indeed a sinner, then you are the one he came to save,
for be loved you and gave himself to save you.” ‘
¢ Bat, Mr. Melzer, what of such Christians ae that
Belknap! How eau I believe it is real when I see him

sions of our own poor selves. This then is the word for
us to remember : ** Better is he that ruleth bis spirit than
be that taketh a city.” And this: * My grace is suffi.
clent for thee "’ —Baptist Standard,
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God’s Power To Save.

BY MRLSON M, MELZKR.
Juline G, Seltons was a short, heavy, muscnlar steel!

the month of the Hovn." From such exp , it e
sasy to conclu'e that Panl's language ls fignrative, but
sxupressive none the less of his real ard sore cor flict with
men beast-like in their passions

The context of Panl's statement brings ont more vivid-
1y the great dnctrine he ls presentiog e resurrecion
from the dead. Paul looks about him and sees and fo 1s
that his whole Christian 1ie is 8 sore and prolonged con-
fiet: Withont and within there are trylng foes. Foes
enterns! continually beset him, snd & thorn in the flesh
vominds blm over of hie stragule. 1o this life all? he
ssks.  Does the grave lerminste one's existence? 1f so,
then Paul ir quirer, what is the profit of all my endurance,
ool sncrifice, confilct? It ls a gieat guestion—what

_ sarnest soul has not ssked It 'in substance ?

Beut, welving here sy Alsc of the doctrine of the

ressavection, & suggested by Paul's guestions, what of
the foct that the Cheistian Hie la s confilet? In it trne?
Yerlly, %t ls troe, The Serlp are qui Iy
sloar on Thiv propositi God's people sre exhorted to
fight the good fight of faith, to put on the whole armor
of Gof, 10 war & good warfare. They are falthiully re-
sinded that thelrs shall be » way of tribulation, that it is
& part of the divine plan concerning Christians that they
shell suflar for Christ as well as believe on him. But the
guedtion kosps coming back, is there any advantage in
sach confllet ! The answer to this question must be in
the afrmative. “The reasons are at hend. Pirst of all,
the somguest of a difficalty giver increased stremgth to
the cowguercr. Life ls larger and broader and better to
hi who has surmounted d ficuities. Sach an experi-
sues gives bim 1o feel that he has won once and there-
fowe eon win ageiy. The fr'ghtened, fleeing, cowardly
saldier, shut sl lsst to sctusl :m combat,
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ket, in the mille of Alanton. He wes 36 yesrs of
8g0 ; carned large wages. with helpers under his comtrol,
Asen i hater of preachers snd beli none in
the mill surpassed him. None of his family wers sllow-|
od church or Sunday schiool privileges. *‘I woald rather’
heve & beer saloon 'n my cellar than & Sunday school fu|
my house.” ‘‘Preachers are lars, hypicrites, onn-pt,,‘
and too proud to look at & lehoring man, and one shalll
never entermy home.'! Such were some of his expres-
slons. Heloved bis family, but not well ewough to
avold spending much of bis mony and time, when off of
work hours, in saloons and gambling room.

Oae day, in s house to-honse canvassing, I eame to
his. He met me at the door ; stood in it ; would mot let
me in, but talked very ugly to me about preschers,
They are a lazy polluted set ; hypocrites, cerlug no more|
for ue tollers then for flies.” Good naturediy I parried|
him ; told him how I had been a laborer, and preached
only becanse I felt God's call to do so, I persisted in
showing him that I knew much about the laborer’s im-
terests ond difficulties ; bow Iaborer and capitalist were:
related to erch other, and, finally, the true relation of
both to & really true religion. At last he closed the
door behind him, came out and we sst on the edge of
his varanda for nearly two hours, discussing ail sorts of
questions bearing on bis and my vocations. Fimally,
seeing himin s reasonably good humor, I left him and
went home. /

1 had often been in the mill and st his furnace. After
this I always took interest in his work, and whenever |
met hiw spoke to him, or chatted, if I conld, without be.
ing offi ‘ous. He came to be quite sociable in a kind of
srmslength way. A few months later his baby died,
m-mnmmdv&m*ﬁtr

g g L H

king such great professions?

** Mr. Selton, one rotten egg iu a dozen does not prove
that all are rotten, There are Judases now as there were
when Christ was here on earth. The question for you to
settle ls mot what this or that man is, but, * What will
you do with Jesus the Christ?’ He came to save you,
waits right now to save you, if you will socept Mim with
all your heart. "

Thus we talked for about two hours, weing muck

all the while. I prayed with him, and sa he
started home, still weeping, he suid : **Mr. Melzer,
come to my house in the morning.

* At what howur P*'

“ 0%, shout § o'clock in the morsing '

* All dight, I'll be there.”

When I went upsiaire | swoke my wile. saylng : "Up,
my desr; we must pray for that man." There in the
dark midaight bonr we pleaded for his sslvation with all
our earts. Next morning st ¢ o’clock, Bible in hand, I
wes ot Me home. The might and morsing had bees
spent In peayer for him and his. He was willing to be
jed, but sffered skeptioal objecti But the Holy
Spirit directed me st each peint to right Scriptures to
overturn all he could oppose. At last I seid :

"My, Seltoms, open your Bible at John vil. 17 and
read.”’ Hedid so, reading : " I any man will do his
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of GoA
or whether I epeak of mywelf.”

Iseid : ** Do you believe that? "'

# Yes, I do.”

** Very well ; now turn to Pesalm xxvil, 4, 5, and read."”’
He read clearly : ** Dealight thyself also in the ILord ;
and he will give thee the desires of thine heart. Com-
mit thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in him and he
shall bring it to pass.”’

* Now, my friend, do you bedeve that word of God "
“Yes.” 'Areyon willing now and here to committ
yoursell, soul and body to Christ, and do his will without
reservation, s0 he may save you?' He hesitated, I
pleaded with him, and prayed silently to God while I
pleaded. After « few minutes, that seemed very long to
me, he said; ** Ves, I do leave all to Jesus.”

‘His wife was present through it all. I pleaded with and
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