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¢ Our London Letter. ;

London, Aug. 18.—As a rule a govern-
ment blue book: is as dry as dust. The
annual report_of the postmaster-general,
wiich has just been issued in that form
conds almost like a romance, and sounds
1ot only fl clear note as to British stabil-

but indicates in no small degree cer-
in characteristics of the British char-
ter. Lord Stanley, who is slowly but
..-olv building up a big reputation as the
ad of the postal service, tells us in his
+t that his department delivered
i thin the United Kingdom last year, no
¢ wer than 4,479,400,000 postal packets;
¢ ures so gigantie in the aggregate as to
1unst stagger the human understanding.
principal increase is in postcards,
ich have advanced on thedprevtious
- hy nearly 20 per cgaf,, due to.a

.t extent to the ever-gg%n a1
£ the pictorial variety. Testing the
ros by the estimated population of
-itish Isles we find that -every man,
n and child receive e;;r}il 3l'fear 62
17 postiw cards, ald M
4 spapers apd 2.pareels; oF

Stal packets éagh yedry
‘es failed to get deliver-
1 for vAtious'réasons during the year,
and these letters contained money or
caluable securities amounting to nearly
£700,000, whilst cash to the extent of
considerably over £1,000 was found loose
in the post. Postal orders and money
orders were purchased by the public ta
an amount exceeding £70,000,000 in the
vear, and over £40,000,000 was d(’pOSitﬂd
in the Post Office Savings Bank. There
are nearly 10,000,000 depositors in that
most useful branch of the postal service,
lich means that practically one person
v four of the inhabitants of the
Kingdom possesses a savings
account. And yet there are crifics
¢lo say that we are not a thrifty race.
The “little ecigarette maker,” Miss
Rose Pasteur, whose marriage to the
Ameriea millionaire, Mr. G. Phelps
St was the subject of so much com-
men{ recently, has visited her relatives
in Whitechapel, and eaused a consider-
able sensation in that anti-fashionable
aquarter. Her visit, however, was a sur-
prise one, and very few of the White-
hapelites knew that the little factory
who at one time had worked side by
side with some of them, had come baek
a grand lady, with a millionaire husband,
to visit her “poor relations,” and look
again upon the humble scenes amongst
which she had lived in poverty and hard-
ship during her childhood. Hers is a
romantie story, and one which should
cerve as a-lesson of what perséverance,
strength of will and nobilify -of character
can do, even when handicapped '‘by
poverty, want of education,i and. indeed,
every means of advaticement. From be-
ing an Hast End factory girl to bécome
a journalist and eventnally’ a million-
aire’s wife iz a feat possible only to a
girl endowed with excepiional gifts of
mind and character.

Almost everybody agrees that heliday-
making entails such an immense amount
of lahor, worry and expemse that it is a
question whether the three weeks or
month spent in strange surroundings—
possihly uncomfortable -ones—together
with the breaking up of one’s home, the
inconvenience of travel,- not to speak of
the leaving of one’s business in the hand

of others, can Honestly be called a holi- .

day. Tn most cases, we are inclined fo
think it is positive martrydom. There-
fore, the timely suggestion of a gentle-
man who describes himself as a mental
science expert ought to be seized uppn
with enthusiasm by the harrassed Lon-
doner who is contemplating his annual
sojourn at the seaside. He guarantees
anyone who ecarrieg out his instructions,
the enjoyment of.a holiday at the sea-
side withouf the bother of going there.
All that is required is to concentrate the

g popular--

i these useful institutions.

ming before retirihg to rest on the place
you have selected for your holiday, and
you will dream, have so realistic a dream

that you dare there.
this holiday course are -obvious.- You
sdrop off to sleep in a stuffy London bed-
room, and are forthwith wafted in im-
agination to, perhaps the Scotch lakes,
or your favorite watering place, or take
a run over to Paris. The waking up in
the morning presents another side of the
question to us, however. In what frame
of mind shall a man start on his ordin- -
ary day’s labor, who has been awakened
from an entrancing dream of, say,.
Monte Carlo, where he wasiin the act,
perhaps, of just picking up aismall for- |
tane won at the gaming %tables; or|
another who has jn imagingtion been
Javing, 8 Jdags fi g on sdine of.'the
Qéotcbf,&hies{;qnd; $just abeut to.land
that twenty-pounder—when loyv and.be-
hold is brought back to realfty by the
earpiercing cry-of the Londof milkman.

The Washington department of agri-
culfufe has issued, with its usual report
on the conditions of the United States
crops, a summary on the prospects of
the wheat crop in different parts of the
world; and this interesting report gives
every indication that the harvests of
this year will be much above the aver-
age. With crop prospects satisfactory,
there will be less fear of thiese exciting
fluctuations, which caused' such panic In
the markets during the last months, A
cursory glance through the report gives
the following averages for the different
countries: The United States ecrop is
very promising, and Canada promises a
great increase on aty previous year. The
prospects for' India_and also for Great
Britain are highly favorable; while Ger-
many is 4 per cent. betfer than lastyear.
Hungary, Turkey, Roumania and Bul-
garia all show good prospects, and also
Italy. But for Russia the report is not
so favorable. the crop for 1905 not being
expected to be anything like that of
1904. - Throughout the drought-stricken
distriets of Spain also there is a great
failure in' this year’s ecrop, but in the
central, and northern distriets the report
is fairly good. Austria is in much _the
same condition as Russia, crops having.
been damaged by  the seasons, and
France, too, shows a deficiency. On the
whole, however, we have every reason
to hope that starvation is not by any
meansg to be our lot during the mnext
twelve months.

However useful a thing may be it is
bound to have some drawbacks, and
complaint is now being made of the
questionable character of some of the
liferature to which young readers have
access through the medium of the free
Iibrary. That there is need for a stricter
censorship  of the- nowvels cireulated in
these libraries, seems to be the general
opinfoni, "A prominent London ~news-
paper ‘Has had a list of novels issued
from 4 suburban free library, sent in by
a correspondent, and it ig impossible to
believe that they could have been eriti-
cally read@ by those in authority before
being circulated by the library, the|
greater number of these novels being
totally unfit for perusal by young peo-
ple. The free library, no one can ‘deny, }
is one of the greatest boons we possess
in this city of limited recreations, but it
might easily become a demoralising in-
fluence if tfoo much latitude were allow-
ed in the quality of the literature dis-
pensed to the younger portion of the
reading public. Mr. Carnegie, who has
done so much in the way of providing the
nation with these free libraries, should
make a searching investigation into this
question before building any more of

The pioneers of the mnew universal,
language, Esperanto, invented by Dr.
Zameonhof, should be well satisfied with

about 1t, that you will actually imagine 'result was a large,

which was an unqualified success. From
all parts of the civilized world Esperan-
' tists crowded in their huudreds, and the
represenfative and

The advantages of , extremely enthusiastic audience. They

had come from every country in Europe,
Turkey only excepted, and the sight of
these people of so many different nations
chatting amicably together, was enough
{fo make one become at once an enthus-
iast about the new language. All dis-
tinction of race and lauguage was re-
moved, and although none of them had
ever met before they could converse with
‘ease and fluency. Dr, Zamenof, the ori-

on his appearance on the platform, where
he addressed the audience in Esperango:
Thera‘can ‘be no doubt that it is|the best
attemptatia upniversal languwage that.has
yet.-been mmade; and:as it is‘easy to.learn
and. has been taken up so enthusiastical-
ly. by many nations it is bound to force
its way into popular favor and the suc-
cess attending the Boulogne congress will
g0 a long way to ensure an increasing
number of enthusiasts anxious to study
it.

Tho death of Phillippe Landard, or
“Phillippe the Healer,”” as he was
called, ends a peculiarly romatic career,
Born in Lyons of poor parents he work-
ed as a butcher’'s hoy, and in his spare
hours studied wedicine. Ho became
house surgeon in a hispital, and was
about to be admited as ‘doctor when his
mysterious powers of healing became
known and earned f.r him the distrust
and dislike of the profession. His
career, afterwards, was a varied and
romantic one. Ide went about the coun-
try healing—how, no one could tell, but
a work, a touch, a look even, worked a
miracle where all else had failed.
Whether he was a saint or charlatan
none could tell, but the poor believed in
bim. He possessed some marvellous
power which is unexplainable, and for
which he suffered persecution from his
own faculty, who at length succeeded in
driving him out of France. He then
went to Russia, where his extraordinary
gifts were better appreciated by the
superstitious Slav race. = In..Russia he
bad aceess to the highest social ecircles,
ap_d eventually to the Czar’s palace, And
many are the wild tales told of *his sin-
ister influence over that monarch. He is
said to have predicted the birth of a son
to the Czar. Fubulous tales were cir
culated about his weaith, but his death
did not prove that he was the possessor
of the millions attributd to him, and it
was found that most of his wealth had
gone to the poor, to whom he had always
been a friend.

Of late years there has been no mark-
ed difference between the frocks of the
voung gi~l of fwenty and those of her
mother, but during the 'ast season there
was a revival of the “simple muslin
gown” for debutantes and girls in their
third or fourth season, many of the most
successful ball gowns worn during the
past season being of white muslin. But
the muslin froek, which has so grown in
popularity is very different from the
cheap little be-sashed arrangements,
garbed in which so many heroines in old-
fashioned novels capturedthe heart of
the biggest match in the coumty. It is
muslin” of a grossamer fineness, in many
cases patterned ;with the most realistic
little bunches of roses, mounted on glist-
ening white or colored silk or satin, and
trimmed: with exquisite lace of the
filmiest description. Muslin has always
the undovbted advantage over other ma-
terials in that it is essentially young-
looking, and a girl in a muslin gown
always looks a girl, however dignified or
self-possessed she may be. Many of the
mauslins are exquisitely embroidered at
the hem, while the gleam of the satin
foundation makes a most effective back-
ground, and a deep pointed sash, with

their first congress, held at Boulogne,

long ‘ends supplies the necessary finish.

OPEN SEASON FOR
COCK PHEASANTS

PROCLAIMED IN THE
PROVINCIAL GAZETTE

May Be Shot in This Locality From
October 2nd to January 1st in-
clusive—Other Notices.

As foreshadowed in Friday’s Times,
the current issue of the Provineial Ga-
zette contains two proclamations regard-
ing the shooting season, which will be of
interest to sportsmen, One establishes
the open season for eock pheasants in
Saanich, Bsquimalt, Cowichan and Isl-
ands electoral districts, from the 2nd of
October to the 1st of January, inclusive.
The other makes the opem season for the
same majestic bird on the lower main-
land extend from October 16th to Decem-

ber 15th, both days inclusive.
. L J -

The following appointments are ga- .

zetted :

William Oliver Rose, of Nelson, M.D.,
t0 be medical officer to ‘the provincial
jail at Nelson, from the 1st day of Sep-
tember, 1905.

Francis William Hartley to be assist-
ant to the examiner of titles for the Van-
couver land registration district.

I'he appended have been appointed
commissioners for the taking ‘of affidavits
in the Supreme court for the purpose of
acting under the “Provincial Elections
Act” in the Saanich electoral distriet in
Which they reside: Walter F'. Loveland,
of Lake district; Joseph Nicholson, of
Cedar Hill cross road; Samuel Jones, of
Strawperry Vale; Alfred BE. Gale, of
South Saanich; Munro Miller, of Cedar
;{' and Philip D. Goepel, of Oadboro
Jay

s e s

Notice is hereby given thdt, under the
powers conferred by gection 108 of chap-
Y115 of the statutes, 1908-4, being , the
Supreme Court Act, His Honor ' the

Lieutenant-Governor in council has been
pleased to make the following rule of
court, namely:

All writs;, noticesy pleadings, orders,
summonses, warrants, documents, pro-
ceedings and written communications in
respect of which personal service upon
the attorney-general is or ig not requisite,
shall be served upon him only at the de-
partment of the atorney-general im the
city of Victeria, or shall be sufficiently
gserved if left with any official of said de-
partment at said department in said city
of Victoria.

* v ® b

Attention is directed to the provisions
of section 17 of the Horticultural.Board
Act, which reads as follows:

“No person, firm, or corporation shall
engage or continue in the business of
selling, as principal, agent, solicitor or
otherwise, within the proivnce, fruit
tress, plants, or nursery stock, or of im-
porting for sale fruit trees, plants or
nursery stock into the province, without
first having obtained a license to carry
on sucn business in the province as in
this act provided.”

All persons authorized to sell nursery
stock in this province are required by

Mr. Angell will receive the dabts due to
and pay the liabilities of the said partner-
ship.

DOMINION DAY IR
JOHANNESBURG

The Johannesburg Star, lately to hand,
contains an account of a ‘Canadian ban-
quet held in that city on Dominion Day
Colonel Steele, long connected with the
N. W. M. P.,, and who commanded the
Strathcona Horse in the South African
war, presided at the banquet. In pro-
posing the toast ‘“Canada,” Col. Steele
referred ‘eloquently to the national spirit
so strongly in evidence in Canada and
tha deep devotion of all classes to British
connection. He spoke in glowing terms
of the progress of the Dominion and the
determination of her sons to be one of the
foremost nations of the empire. He con-
tradicted the impression currept in some
places that Canada was coquetting with
the United States. No statesman would
dare to publicy advocate annexation be-
fore a Canadian audience, let that audi-

their principals, or by themselves, to de-
posit bonds, in the department of agri-
culture, Victoria, for the faithful per-
formance of their obligations. The publie
is therefore warned not to purchase
nursery stock except from duly licensed

persons. ; it
s - s & !

The following companies have been in- |
corporated: Alexander Bell, Ltd., capi- !

| tal $10,000; objects to acquire the busi- |
' ness now carried on by Alexander Bell, ;

New Westminster; Vancouver Timber & |
Trading Co., Ltd.. capital $100,000. i

Licenses have been granted to the fol- |
lowing extra-provincial companies: Can-
ada Iife Assurance Co., of Toronto; '
capital\ $1,000.000, divided into 2,500
' shares \of $400 each; North British &
Mercantile Ingurance Co., of Ed-in—bu;gh,
Scotland. eapital £3,000,000, divided into
120,000 shares of £25 each; Norwich
Union Fire Insurance Co., of London,
capital £1,100.000, divided into 11:000
' shares of £100 each; Provident Savings
i Life Assurance Society, of New York,
' capital $100,000, divided into 1,250 shares
of $80 each; Vancouver-Fiji Sugar Co.,
capital $1.000,000. divided into. 10,000
shares of $100 each, S

« " 0

The Angell-Pumfrey Engraving Co.,.

of Vaneouver, has dissolved parinership..

e A Sl e A i

ence e BEnglish or French. On the other
hand Americans were coming into Can-
ada by thousands, glad to become Can-
adians. Col. Steele dwelt upon the im-
portance of Canada, with its transconti-
nental railway, as' a passageway for

| troops from the Motherland to the Far

East. When the new transcontinental
roads were completed 15,000 men per
day could be carried across the Dominion
and be fed on fare a good deal better
than that usually allowed to Tommy At-
kins, The colonel’s speech was received
with applause.

The toast was replied to by Rev. W.

! MoCulloch, who stated that the banquet-

ers were celebrating their national birth-
day. He spoke eloquently on the his-
tory, resources and future of the Do-
minion.

Among those present were Lieut.-Col.
H. S. Greenwood, Major Dunean Stew-
art, Dr, F. H. Brennan, Postmaster-
General Brown, Dr. N. J. Worthington,
J. B. Williamson, C. Acheson, C. Don-
nelly, D. Dawson, G. 8. Cottrell, A. H.
Middlemis, M, Tochatti, Lieut. J. P.
‘French, J.. W. Taylor, H. P. de Pencier,
D, Donovan, H. E. Louden, D. M. Mc-
Kibben, D. M. Paton, L. H. Robinson,
W. Simpson_and G. K. Shepherd.

. During the evening ‘“The Maple Leaf
Forever” was sung with enthusiasm,

ginator, received a tremendous ovation

THE ISTHMIAN CANAL,

Engineers Considering the Question of
Locks and Sea Level
Washinzion, D. C., Sept. '1.—Emin-
ent engineers of America and Europe
met to-day upon the call of President
Roosevelt to investigate and make rec-
cmmendat’ons as to the type of canal
t{bat is to connect the waters of the At-
lantic and Pacfic oceans. By the exec-
utive order made last Jume a board of
consulting engineers were constituted

Alfred Noble, William Barclay Parsons,
Wm.. H. Burr, General Henry L, Ab-
bott, Fred P. Sterns, Jozeph Ripley, Is-
ham Randolph., American- engineers;
Henry Hunter, nominated by the British
government; Herr "Eugene Tincauger,
nominrated by the German government;
M. Guerard, nominated by the French
government; M. Quellnae, @onsulting en-
gineer, Suez canal, and J. W. Welcker,
nominated by the government of the
Netherlands,, .. :

The heard had referred to it all the
data ihat has heen collected’by the Tsth-
migd  canal, commission  bearing - upon
“the snbject of canals. ' This data ‘may
be sufficient for the.loard te,dsterhilne
‘whother {he ¢anal should he constiictéd’
with docks or should be a. sea level can-
al and if the former shou'l be recom-
mended then details as to the character
of locks will be taken under diseussion.
The reccmmendations of the consultirg
engineers will not be final but will use its
own judgment in a report and recom-
men 1 at onco to the President. The
final conclusion as 1o the type of canal
will be settled by the President amd
Congress.

CANKGT LOCATE
WILLIAN SANDERS

WARRANT MAY ISSUE
FOR ARREST OF HIM

Sergeant=at-Arms Could Not Be Served
With Summons to Appear as
Witness.

(From Friday’s Daily.)
Hinkson Siddall, armed with a summons
directing W. J. Sanders, sergeant-at-
arms of the provincial legislautre, to ap-
pear as a witness in the proceedings
taken against E. Nilson, has found it
impossibleo locate his man,

Nilson is charged with impersonation
in . connection with the Alberni election,
the preMminary hearing being before
Magistrate Alexander, of Vancouver.
Sanders, who went into the constitu-
ency of Alberni at the very commence-
ment of the campaign, is supposed to
have considerable knowledge of the con-
duect of that campaign as far as the gov-
ernment side is concerned. »

As appears in an affidavit made by Mr.
Siddall for us in Police Magistrate Alex-
ander’s court, Mr. Sanders cannot be
found. According to the affidavit Mr.
N ddall received the summons directed to
W. J. Sanders one week ago to-day, and
gince then he has diligently searched for
the said William: J. Sanders at his usual
places of resort and residence in' Victoria,
but has been unable to find him; that he
is further informed that Sanders has nof
occupied his lodgings at the Royal Cafe,
Victoria, since -Friday, the last time he
was seen there being ‘at noon on that
day when he had lunch at the cafe; that
some of the effects of Sanders’ are still
in his room, possession of which he has
not given up; and that the deponent con-
sequently believes that Sanders has left
the city of Vietoria, or is avoiding serviee
of the summons to a witness directed to-
him.

According to the Vancouver World it
is now proposed to issue a warrant for
the arrest of Sanders. That paper fur-
ther says: “Since Friday last several
officers. have been pervading the capital
with a view to letting Mr. Sanders know
that he was wanted in Vancouver. With
a flash of inspiration, amounting almost
to genius, one of them approached Hon.
Robert Green and asked for Mr. Sanders’
present address. Mr. Sanders is a
Kootenay man who was brought down to
the capital by Mr. Green, from: whom he
received his present appointment, and in
close touch with whom he has been ever
since. Both Mr. Green and Mr. Sanders
were among those stalwart supporters of
the government who perambulated Al-
berni riding for weeks K just before the
election, Mr. Sanders being then;, as at
all times, in constant communication with
members of the government. It -was,
therefore, passing strange that Mr,
Sanders should go without telling Mr.
Green anything about it, and yet that is
just what happened, for Mr. Green says
he has no idea what has become of his
friend, the sergeant-at-arms.

“And so the only hope of getting Mr.
Sanders’ invaluable testimony seems now
to lie in placing & warrant in the hands
of the provincial police.”

DEFENCES OF HALIFAX,

War Office is Ready to Transfer the For-
tifications to the Canadian
Government.. '

Ottawa, Sept. 1.—There has been some
hesitation on the part of the Imperial
military authorities about giving effect to
the resolution of the British government
to transfer the Halifax defences to Can-
ada. However a dispatch has been re-
ceived stating that the war office, on the
recommendation of the army council, is
now ready to hand over to Canada, “all
buildings and fortifications in Nova
Scotia which the Canadian government
might be willing to take over for military
purposes.” :

Canada is to hold the property as long
as it is used for military purposes only.
The small arms. amunition and supplies
are ordered to be sold t6 Canada at cost.

The biggest rope ever used for haulage
purposes has just been made for a district
subway In Glasgow. It is seven miles long,
four and five-eighth inches im circumference,
and welghs mearly 60 toms.” It hae beem

made in_one unjointed.and unspiiced length
of, patent crucible steelo . {. .

= o

consisting of General George W. Davis, |
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Japanese Officer at Mukden

SACRAMENTUM SUPRENUM.
Mukdan, March 6.h, 19035,
(Dedicated "to the author of the following
narrative.)

All that with me have fought and failed and
fought
To the last desperate trench of .battle's
coebt,
Not yet to sleep, not yet; our work is
nought;
On that -iast trench the fate of all may
rest,
Draw .near, rmy friends; and let
thoughts be high:
Grest nearis are glad when it i time to
give; ) R
Life is no life to him-that cGares not dic,

your

v lvel

Draw mezr togethen; none 'be last or first;
We are no longer uarnyes,but one des,re;
With the same burning of the soul we
tlirst,
And the same wine to-night shall quench
our fire.
Drink! to our fathers who begot us men,
To the dead voices that are never dumb,
Then to the land of all our loves, and then
To the long parting, and the age to come.
—Henry Newbolt in the London Times.

The following is the translation, pub-
lished in the London Times, of a private
letter addressed to his brother, now in
England, by a Japanese officer, Lieut.
Tokutaro Oshio, who was at the, battle
of Mukden, and has received two “kan-
jos” for his gallantry. A few words in
brackets have been added in one or two
places to elucidate the meaning:

The battle of Mukden really began at
Haikotai. Ever since that affair, with-
out rest or respite, we dogged the steps
of the retreating Russians, now on this
and now on that side of Konga river.
Wearied by our unceasing pursuit, the
enemy turns sharply round with a growl
now and again, but the nimble mountetd
infantry and the dragoons sheeér off -to
the right or left of him—to pounce upon
him again as he moves out of his posi-
tions. Ever since Jamuary 25th the
firing line has been our bed-chamber and
the clothes we stand in our bed and bed-
ding.

From February 24th to 28th we were
at Fanlatoza, and on March 1st were
placed under the orders’of Gen. Tachimi,
and then marched to Dodaishi; thence to
Zennengyoho. Here, as usual, the Rus-
sians held a psition of great natural
strength, supplemented with every device
known to the modern military engineer,
and the Russian engineers are splendid.
Barbed wire entanglements, abatis, pits,
a1l complete, and all that could be seen
were the muzzles of rifles out of the
solid masonry of the walls. We ad-
vanced very slowly, step by step, through
the shower of bullets, rifles and Maxims
making a continuous sing-song- like ‘the
singing of a thousand thrushes. Now.a
man on my right goes down, now one on
my left, then a fellow is blown to pieces
before one’s eyes, his flesh is scattered,
and some of it comes upon one’s face.
Voice of an officer encouraging ’some
wounded men, or orders given in &
hoarse undertone, or a Banzai for our
Eroperor—the last breath of a dying
man—all these blended together in the
din of battle rush through one’s ears
until one might think it all a nightmare,
but for the evidence of ore’s eyes.

After the day’s exertion the place re-
mained in the enemy’s hands. We had
our colonel wounded, and many others
placed hors de combat; then, when these
things were known to the men, their de-
termination and fierce indignation reach-
ed the highest pitch. They said that
they would not leave the field of battle

"dead or alive or go into hospital until

the colors of the regiment floated above
the Russian works. In the night the
colonel called together the officers and
said we must take the position, at all
costs, or we fail in our duty to the com-
rades of other sections. If unsnceessful,
there is only one thing for us to do—
die. “Gentlemen, we will attack the
enemy now, and I ask you to leave your
bones on this field. of battle with me.”
We in one breath called out *‘Banzai!
let us do or die.” Orders were given out
at onee! “Any one firing without orders
shall be court. martialled,” “Use your
bayonet,” “Officers will look for the
cnemy’s leaders,” “Do not expect to re-
turn alive,” and so on, and so on.

At 2 a.m. the attack began. At 300
metres we stopped and made the final
dispositions, then approached within 100
metres of the Russian lines. The enemy
poured shot and shell from every avail-

Though the distance was short, and the
night was dark, at this point the enemy’s
fire began to tell terribly. A man turned
over, letfing go one hand from his rifle,

And-death 1o, deathita him ‘that da.is ::J}

able rifle and Maxim and light field gun. |
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for _the Russian Wounded.

co I kicked him gentley on the shouller
to see if he had fallen asleep—he was
dead. I heard a gnashing of teeth be-
hind me—a poor fellow was discharging
blood from his mouth. Yet not a sound,
not a cry of pain, not even a muttered
moan. They remembered their orders.
Reachidg a point where we were just
able to see the abatis, we charged with
an earth-quaking hurrah, and we rushed
it. We—some few dozen of us—entered
the defence from the enemy’s right flank.
Here there were no entanglements or
abatis. I jumped over the trench and
over the breatwork into the interior. A
few of the enemy’s lookout men were
there, but I threw them down inte a
ditch with my hands. I had not had my
sword drawn yet. It was like the affair
at Haikotai, when our Major Machino
was killed. The enemy, like us, then
concentrated all his available force upon
the defence of the front. The only dif-
ference lay in that we 230 were forced
to.engage Mischenko’s full cavalry bri-
gade,. but ‘here the Russians were out-
flanked, by a force considerably inferior
to their own. I was just turping a cor-
ner of a heap of kao-liang &talks,, shout-
ing, “Come on, fellows; come on,. when
sqme one ran straight into me,. almost,
throwing me into the stack. He is g
six-footer, so he is no Japanese.. I give
him a straight cut with the flat of my
sword, and call upon him to disarm;
then tell him to hide himself till the
fight is over and then eome out and sur-
render. Well, he did it. Already I
could make out such Japanese words
from the direction of the front as “Ban-
zai, banzai! You, Russki, surrender,
surrender, or you look out.” As tke
overwhelming number of frightened fus-
sians began to stream towards tne spot
where we few were lying in wait, we
had no choice but to wield onr cold steel
as best we could. After this, it was all
single combats, a savage warfare. You
crouch on the ground, a:d as a Russian
approaches you ' swifily dispatch him,
and throwing yourself down upon the
ground again, wait for another to come
on. “Yamada, Ya:nada, Oka, Oka, now
be careful.”” “D9on’t confound . friend
with foe!” “Thesre they come, there they
come. Steady, steady. Banzai, banzail!”
In half an hour it was all over, though
it appeared half a lifetime.

The 6Gth, the hottest and worst, blood-
iest, and most savage of the whole series
of the Mukden battles. The Russians
held a line from Sansenho to Nengyoho,
while we ranged ourselves in and about
Gyorimho, which is about four miles
west of Mukden station. The dogged-
ness of that®™Russjan defence! Heavy
guns and light guns, handy mouontain
guns, and little dynamite guns, all joined
in the bombardment of their positions,
while the heroic Russian gunners replied
shot for shot, and shell for shell. At-
tacks and counter-attacks succeeded each
oth®r like the figures on a fairy landéern.
We fought with rifles, we fought with
bayonets, then with grenades, and with
show#ls and picks, and even with firsts.
Why, it's no more nor less than a gigan-
tic street brawl. One of the battalion
commanders was killed and the colonel
wounded severely, and one after another
the company officers went down. . Once
when I whistled to the buglers and the
charge was counded, just barely forty
out of a battalion of skirmishers leaped
to tlieir feet, and the rest remained still
—no cowards, but dead men—dead at
their posts.” Those who responded to the
call had no right to do so; they ought to
have been 'in the ambulances. That
day’s doings could never be told vividly
enough with my pen, and perhaps, no
words could ever do justice to the
bravery of the men, Russian and Jap-
anese, and the hardships they endured.
The Russians, five or-six times our num-
ber, charged time after time so resolute-
ly, up to our positions, that some of them
actually passed through the first line—
but they never returned. These are the
fresh troops from the reserves—deter-
mined, because of the knowledge that on
their action hangs the fate of ouropat-
kin and his army. So-that day success
remained with “the Russians, in spite of
all our efforts.  Well, they deserved it.
At the “suggestion of an officer of the
corps, we volunteered to rush the works
the sanie nfght. ¥ Men, came to their
officers and begged to let them go, and
fill up the trenches with their: corpses.
so that others following them might walk
over their bodies into the defences.

At the men’s earnest request a depu-
tatien of officers and men was sent to
the divisional comﬁmuder, who gave
them the requested permission, not with-
out some hesitation. All the unwounded
of cur company offered themselves to a
man, and formed up—in faet, they all
effered themselves; hut we were com-
pelled to take only the unwounded. The
men of the Kessital formed up in a
square, each man with a tumbler full of
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water, to drink to the long parting—a&
parting after which they might never
meot again., Gen. Tachimi unecorcked
some wine, and himself poured just a
drop into each man’s glass, shaking
hands with each. Holding his glass
aloft, he said: “Gentlemen, I have not
much to say to you to-night. You know
well the desperate nature of your under-
taking, in which success is not certain.
You know also the chances against your
returning alive to tell the tale. I cam
only wish you, gentlemen, godspeed. Go,
gentlemen; do your best. I do not com-
mand it of you, comrades, but only
cherish the hepe that your resolution and
your determination may bear the fruit
of success. Farewell, farewell. Long
live the Emperor! Long live the Em-
peror! Long live the Emperor!”

Men we were to leave behind came and
pitifully implored me to take them, but
on my refusal, begged me to do their
share of the work. Oh! our glorious
army of eitizen soldiers, men pursuing
some peaceful avocation in some obscure
corner of Japan, living and dying un-
known, never doing harm to a living
creature, contented and happy to be a
simple peasant or an artisan in the pip-
‘ng times of peace, and yet they are
heroes ‘all, every one of them! It is an
sverwhelming honor, an@ a responsibil-
ity almost too great, to lead men such
as these to dangers and destruction, men
to whom in age I am but a younger bro-
ther, and’in point .of experience a mere
child. “I have got seven .yen in my bag,
Honda, take it out when I.am gone, apd
send it up to the wamifund office, w‘lll
you?’ ‘“Now, these -are my:last verses;
keep them for my sake, Oka!’ , “Good-
bye, Tori; meet you at Shokonsha” (tha
shrine of those fallen for the nation and
country). : 2

At midnight men threw off the great
winter coats, and white distinguishing
bands were put on the Jeft sleeves in
readiness to move. With' drawn swords
the officers lead, with fixed bayonets the
men follow, in our wnsual formation.
First grenade men in a line at certain
intervals, then the main body in column
of sixes with a grenade man at every
few paces in the ranks. And with a
tremendous yell we stormed into the
earthwork. What followed I ecannot
bear to recite. How many of us re-
tarned? A few, a very few. And the
works? Intact still? As we receded
came the enemy’s counter-attack—the
officer in command of this section knows
his business well. But there is nothing
so ridiculously easy .-as to repel a Rus-
sian counter-attack. G

The next day, the Tth, went on much
the same, but with a slight indication of
wavering in the Russian ranks. On the
8th they commeneed their favorite move,
“a prearranged advance to the north,”
so taKing the opportunity we rushed, cap-
turing, the position with much slaughter
and a large number of prisoners. This
was the final signal for the rout of Kou-
ropatkin’s Mukden army. That- night
we slept as best we could and where we
stood. On the 9th we cleared the enemy
out of Taisekikio (three miles northwest
of Mukden),.thence advarrced to Teisan-
kashi, .and there we bivouacked in battle
formation. s :

What an ugly goddess is the.goddess
of war! Among the wounded Russians
upon the field was a boy of-barely six-
teen or seventeen, a drummer boy,; shot
through both legs. He held a rosary in
his hand, praying. Poor mite, the pity
of it! Pointing to the red cros3 upon
the arm of a bearer I called onr in CLi-
nese, “Surgeon, my brave little fellow.”
No answer.. Then, in Russian, *“Doc-
tor.” And told him he was safe "Ihis
in German—that was about my stock
of languages. He was a }'ole, 1 bel'eve,
as he spoke German. He wis so thirsty
that my bottle was not enough for him,
so another half of the bearer’s’ bottle
was given_to him, too, and he had ‘some
biscuits. ‘T had a strong yearning to ask
him ahout his home, but no, he is 'weak,
and his spirit must be kept up. “Your
wound is nothing; the Japanese hospital
attendants will be here soon and take
you away. And soon you will be able to
¢o home to your parents.” Covering
him up with blankets -and c¢oats taken
from the Russian dead, I was just walk-
ing aaway. when he cried out after me:
“A . moment, officer, 'a moment. XKind
officer, I have something to give you—
this - book. It was given to me by my
father when I was leaving home for the
front. I have nothing more valuable to
offer you, sir. It i§ the most precious
thing I possess.” And he kissed my
hand repeatedly, crying bitterly.

I Accepted the book, anmd without a
word turned away to find another suf-
ferer. I would not have broken down
for a coloneley before, those bearers and
my own men.

The book was entitled “Himmelsbrod”
or “Ein Gebotbuch fur Jugend.”

A writer in the Winnipeg Free Press

from Beacon Hill:
Vietoria, Aug. 21.—I came to Victoria

1 go on writing about Victoria. Fortun-
ate folk who are masters of a full treas-
ury, sometimes come for two days and
stay two years, or for life. “There are
so few poor in the city®that the ome
philanthropic society - scarcely .spends
fifty dollars a month in relieving poverty.
Buf there are agreat many people “hard
ap.”  Still, it wounld be within the mark
to say that no city in Canada has so
many wealthy families in proportion to
the whole poplation, or so many whose
life business is liaterature or art. And
obviously there is much to attract the
piintr and to hold him here for life—
but not everything. No doubt -hiis mar-
ket is in aggressive commercial cities
like our own. Last evening, catching a
prophecy of snnset splendor, I hurried
t«. Beacon Hil! to watch the sun go down
1.eland the island hills, and to let it soak
in like Theodore Watts-Dunton’s gypsy-
] heroine Sinfi. The real Sinfi was once
standing .on Snowdon, ip ‘company with
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for two weeks, and have stayed a month; ‘
and I hope I shall not bore the reader if :
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A VICTORIA SUNSET

Watts-Dunton, Rossetti and some fine

fell thiek and fact, but she sfood silent.
“Yon don’t seem to enjqy it, Sinfi,” said
the artist. “Enjoy it,” replied the Rom-
any girl, taking a short black pipe ouf of
her mouth. “You enjiy talkin’ about it.
I enjiy lettin’ it soak in.” Last evening
on Beacon Hill, half a dozen. mostly
men, wera Silently absorbing. Only one
man spoke to his fellow: “Idike to come
here o’ evenings, and hear the sea war.
It’s company.” On the prairie the sun-
sets are more Dbrilliant, but they are
wholly of the sky; or this hilly coast half
its beauty and ckarm is in the earth and
sea. I wish I could summon on the mo-
ment the right word and senténce to ab-
solutely suit the changing colors of cloud
and mountain and sea, and far away
mist. Ruskic gives vivid details, but
even ha uses too many words. Walter
Pater was the man to see the sights and
hear the sound from Beacon Hill last
night., Across the strait the mighty
Olympies stood fast, their snows white
agaiust the evening blue, and their bases
hidden by a long, level pearl grey mist

was breaking on the shore below the hill.

rigsing from the sea, which, wan and cold,"

Just as the sun sank behind the hills ta
the right, the grey mist was suffused
with rosy light, wkich turned to soft
: violet anJ then to cold grey blue, while

thus describes —a local sunset as seen English ladies. Exciamations cf delight the soft rose coler lay for a little on the

long Olympian summits. Above in the,
. zenith where the blue is deepest, a flame-
! suffased thistle down cloud dissolved
under a white moon, and yonder on the
eastern horizon lay Mount Baker, an-
other cloud, whire and opaque. Behind
in its own bhills, its houses all trees, and
its trces all houses, nestled the cify. Soon
night fell and the moon grew gold, mak-
ing her own broad path of shining
swords on the cold dark water, where the
lonely lighthouses gleamed or twinkled.
We turned away from all that, straight

wa$ a wind, and we remembered the pine
music by the Atlantic and the sea’ re-
sponses. Thi$ morning we were back
ag¥n on Beacon Hill to company with
the new day, cool and sweet and shining.
The mist acress the strait was gone, leav-
ing the distant mountain-slepe to the sea
and the far shoreline distinef; but
#highor up a huge dull grey cloud from

the outer ocean poured itself in long
drifts over the breast of the whole Olym-
pic range. For the rest, Tennyson and
Coleridge, in a phrase each, describe the
wide scene: A homeless moaning sea,
and a blue rejoicing sky,
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towards the pines of the park, for there -
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